From  the  staff  at  Grand  Marina  a  Happy  Holiday  to  you.  We  make  sure  our 
customers  haVe  a  peaceful  holiday  by  keeping  a  constant  watch  on  your 
investment.  Give  your  boat  and  yourself  the  gift  of  Peace  of  Mind.  Our  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  takes  care  of  you  as  well  as  homeporting  your  boat.  So  if  you  need  to 
find  a  Santa  Clause  or  have  any  other  questions  stop  by  or  give  us  a  iinole. 


GRAND 

MARINA 


10) 865-1200 


GENTRY-ANDERSON 


Leasing  Office  Open  Daily 
2099  Grand  Street 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


Here's  a  CHRISTMAS  GIFT  FOR  YOU: 


FREE  month  with  six-month  lease 

(select  size  berths ) 
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Details,  Details! 

* 


The  Oostman  family  is  going  cruising. 

Cliff  and  Gerda  left  their  jobs,  sold  their 
house,  and  have  spent  the  past  three 
months  preparing  their  C&C  Landfall  38. 
So  they’re  heading  out  the  Gate  and 
turning  right,  sailing  north  along  the 
coast  of  California  and  Canada  and  on  to 
Alaska.  They  plan  to  stop  along  the  way 
so  5-year-old  Jenneke  and  her  4-year-old 
brother,  Zander,  can  explore  and  enjoy 
new  places. 

In  preparing  their  boat,  also  named 
Jenneke,  the  Oostmans  have  concen¬ 
trated  their  efforts  on  safety  and  comfort. 
They  have  paid  attention  to  every  detail. 

Pineapple  Sails  is  just  one  of  those 
details,  and  not  a  minor  detail,  providing 
an  inventory  that  matches  the  Oostmari’s 
sailing  needs.  The  sturdy  main,  furiing 
jibs  and  cruising  spinnaker,  as  well  as 
storm  sails,  will  carry  them  through  the 
whole  range  of  coastal  conditions. 

Consider  us  a  detail.  A  very  important 
detail. 

Give  us  a  call  today  and  let’s  talk  about 
just  where  you’re  headed  next. 


*Jeaneke 


We  will  be  closed  12/24/96  thru’  1/1/97  for  the  holidays. 


DEALER  FOR:  Musto  Foul  Weather  Gear  &  Headfoil  2 


Sails  in  need  of  repair  may  be  dropped  off  at: 

West  Marine  Products  in  Oakland  or  Stockton 
Svendsen’s  in  Alameda  &  Seabird  Sailing  Center  in  Berkeley 
Or  Bay  Riggers  in  Sausalito 


PINEAPPLE  SAILS 

Phone  (510)  444-4321 
Fax  (510)  444-0302 


*Powered  by  Pineapples 


123  SECOND  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607 
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Premium  New  Listings 


'  These  boats  are  located  in  Richmond 

I: 


Dealer  For: 

Beneteau  •  Island  Packet  •  Saga 
1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 
Point  Richmond,  C A  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 


ERICSON  34. 

SELLERS: 

We  Attract  Buyers! 

Many  of  our  clients  visit 
us  to  view  our  new 
boats.  This  traffic 
also  generates 
used  boat  sales. 

We  Need  Your  Listing 
to  Sell  Your  Boat! 


BEST  BROKERAGE  BUYS 


BENETEAU  LISTINGS 

*  21'  BENETEAU  210, 1993 . $17,500 

*  35'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  351  .  1 1 1,000 

*  43'  MOORINGS  432,  1988  .  91,000 


SAIL 

•27’ CASCADE,  1981 . ;  $19,500 

*  27'  SEA  RAY,  1982,  engine  overhaul  21,900 

*  28'  SOUTHERN  CROSS,  1979 . 24,900 

*  30'  FARAILON,  great  cruiser,  1976..  32,500 
30’  ANGEIMAN  Ketch,  1957,  refit...  19,500 

•31'  CAL,  1979,  outstanding .  26,900 

•31'  CAL,  1 983,  charter  income  ind...  31,995 

*  32'  COLUMBIA,  1976  .  19,500 

*34'  ERICSON,  1987... .  64,900 

35'  PACKET  CAT .  194,500 

*36'  HUNTER  VISION,  charter  income  89,995 
36'  CATALINA,  new  to  market . .  CALL 

*  37’  ISLAND  PACKET,  1995 .  164,000 

40’  PASSPORT .  139,000 

*46'  CAL  2-46 .  110,000 

*  52'  ALDEN  SCHOONER,  1932 . 75,000 

SELECT  NATIONAL  LISTINGS 

35’  ISLAND  PACKET,  1990 . $127,900 

38'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1988 .  1 38,000 

39'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  390,  '92 .  1 1 4,000 

40'  PASSPORT,  1984 . 178,000 

40'  BENETEAU  FIRST  405,  1 987 . 89,000 

41'  BENETEAU  FIRST  4  ls5,  1983  ...  138,000 

42'  BENETEAU  FIRST  42,  1 982 . 79,500 

50'  MOORINGS  500,  1 990 . 1 95,000 

62'  BENETEAU,  1993 . 595,000 


BENETEAU  210 . . . $17,500 

On  trailer 


. 

CAL  2-46 . $110,000 

Sistership 


'93  PACKET  CAT 

A  steal. 
$194,500 


m 


'96  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  351 

Transferable  warranty. 
$112,000 


'95  ISLAND  PACKET  37 

T  ransferable  warranty. 

$164,000 


■S5K 


msw 


84  PASSPORT  40 

Hard  to  find. 
$139,000 
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COVER  PHOTO:  Latitude  38/Andy  Turpin 
Sunny  Sailing,  South  of  the  Border 

Copyright  1996  Latitude  38  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 


Latitude  38  welcomes  editorial  contributions  in  the  form  of  stories,  anecdotes, 
photographs  -  anything  but  poems,  please;  we  gotta  draw  the  line  some¬ 
where.  Articles  with  the  best  chance  at  publication  must  1)  pertain  to  a  West 
Coast  or  universal  sailing  audience,  2)  be  accompanied  by  a  variety  of 
pertinent,  in-focus  black  and  white  (preferable)  or  color  prints  with  identifica¬ 
tion  of  all  boats,  situations  and  people  therein;  and  3)  be  legible.  Anything  you 
want  back  must  be  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
Submissions  not  accompanied  by  an  SASE  will  not  be  returned.  We  also  advise 
that  you  not  send  original  photographs  or  negatives  unless  we  specifically 
request  them;  copies  will  work  just  fine.  Notification  time  varies  with  our  workload, 
but  generally  runs  four  to  six  weeks.  Please  don't  contact  us  before  then  by 
phone  or  mail.  Send  all  submissions  to  Latitude  38  editorial  department,  1 5 
Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  C A  94941 .  For  more  specific  information,  request  writers' 
guidelines  from  the  above  address. 
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SOMETIMES  YOU  GET  WHAT  YOV  PAY  FOR 


Let's  face  it,  buying  any  new  or  used 
sailing  yacht  involves  a  considerable 
financial  commitment  on  your  part. 
No  matter  what  you  i  buy  you  should 
get  the  facts.  When  you  buy  a  new  car 
or  house  you  normally  know  what  to 
expect  in  terms  of  resale  value,  the 
manufacturer's  reputation,  and  qual¬ 
ity. 

Unfortunately  the  facts  rarely  show 
up  in  advertising.  The  job  of  anyone 
writing  ad  copy  is  to  make  their  prod¬ 
uct  sound  as  appealing  as  possible. 
Sometimes  that  means  that  the  writer 
hds  to  try  to  establish  credibility  for  a 
product  line  that  has  earned  a  poor 
reputation.  Often  the  writer  addresses 
a  negative  by  trying  to  turn  it  into  a 
positive.  Have  you  ever  heard  some¬ 
one  say,  "all  hull  to  deck  joints  leak,  so 
we  make  ours  flanged  outward  so  that 
they  are  easier  to  repair?" 

The  fact  is  that  the  hull  to  deck  joint 
on  a  well  made  boat  should  not  leak 
ever!  Some  manufacturers  go  to  great 
lengths  to  make  sure  the  hull  to  deck 
joints  do  not  leak.  Of  course  it  does 
cost  them  more  to  inwardly  flange  a 
hull  to  deck  joint  but  it  is  simply  a 
comer  that  should  not  be  cut.  When 
essential  construction  details  are  by¬ 
passed,  you  might  wonder  what  else  is 
bypassed. 

So  when  you  buy  your  next  boat 
carefully  research  the  facts.  All  of  the 
boat  manufacturers  have  earned  their 
reputations.  You  probably  have 
learned  from  experience  that  you  rarely 
wind  up  satisfied  when  you  pay  too 
little  for  something;  and  sometimes 
you  don't  get  what  you  want  when  you 
pay  a  lot.  With  a  boat  you  are  always 
making  a  considerable  financial  in¬ 
vestment,  so  consider  the  facts  care¬ 
fully. 

Why  Passage  Yachts? 

Since  1981,  Passage  Yachts  Inc. 
has  been  in  one  business.  We  have 
represented,  sold  and  serviced  some 
of  the  finest  sailing  yachts  built.  We 
have  represented  Beneteau,  Island 
Packet,  Passport,  Pearson,  Mason,  Sa¬ 
bre,  and  Saga.  You  may  have, noticed 
that  all  of  these  boats  are  ocean  ca¬ 
pable  yachts  noted  for  outstanding 
quality,  performance,  and  value.  We 
have  never  purchased  boats  with  ques¬ 
tionable  reputations  -  should  you? 


•  •  f  j  if  .  ,..<»«&■ 


'  1  : 
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Elegant  Speedster 

The  First  36s7  will  take  you  anywhere  you 
want  to  go  quickly  with  comfort,  safety, 
and  ease  of  handling.  This  is  the  perfect 
boat  for  PHRF  and  Ocean  racing  as  well  as 
an  elegant  cruiser .  Beneteau  is  no  stranger 
to  the  winner's  circle  in  may  of  the  world's 
most  prestigious  ocean  racing  events.  A 
"brother"  of  the  36s7  recently  finished 
2nd  in  the  singlehanded  TransPac.  The 
36s  7  gives  you  a  state  of  the  art  keel  and 
an  extremely  efficient  deck  layout.  You  also  get  an  elegant,  furniture-grade,  light 
pear  wood  interior.  Beneteau  has  become  the  world's  largest  sailboat  builder  by 
incorporating  superb  quality,  finish  and  value  in  every  boat  they  build.  After  108 
years  of  boatbuilding  experience,  excellence  has  become  a  habit  at  Beneteau. 


BENETEAU  64  •  50  •  461  •  44CC  •  42  •  40CC  •  400  •  381  •  36s7  •  351  •  321  •  281 


Traditional  Values 

At  Island  Packet,  no  detail  is  too  small  for 
perfection.  When  you  have  a  company 
where  the  owner,  Bob  Johnson,  person¬ 
ally  inspects  every  boat  he  ships,  you 
know  that  consistent  quality  and  your 
satisfaction  are  his  top  priorities.  Last 
year  the  new  Island  Packet  45  won  the 
Cruising  World  boat  of  the  year  and  the 
best  value.  There  is  as  much  innovation, 
quality,  and  attention  to  detail  in  the  1 997 
Island  Packet  350  as  in  1996's  IP45,  1995's  IP37  and  1994's  IP40.  The  cutter 
rigged  Island  Packets  are  ideal  liveaboard  offshore  cruisers.  At  Island  Packet  the 
traditional  values  of  quality,  performance,  resale  value,  and  pride  of  workman¬ 
ship  are  very  much  alive. 


ISLAND  PACKET  45  •  40  •  37  •  350  •  29 


SAGA  43 


96  MODEL  YEAR  END  SALE 

ISLAND 
PACKET  37 

SAVE 

$15,000 

NOW 

BENETEAU 

400 

SAVE 
$18,000 
NOW 


Stylish  Performance 

The  BOC  around  the  world  racers  learned 
that  a  Variable  Geometry  Rig  provided  the 
best  performance  and  ease  of  handling 
for  a  short  handed  crew.  Extensive  off¬ 
shore  experience  has  also  shown  that  a 
sliplpery,  moderate  beam,  stiff  hull  shape, 
a  fine  entry  and  strong  moderately  light 
displacement  provide  the  fastest  and  most 
comfortable  offshore  performance.  The 
new  Bob  Perry  designed  Saga  43  has  all  of  the  above  attributes  along  with  a 
highly  functional  elegant  interior.  The  Saga  43  has  the  speed  of  a  50-footer  and 
the  handling  ease  of  a  modem  38-footer.  Top  quality  hardware,  electric  main 
winch,  tandem  furling  headsails,  a  41 -foot  dynamic  waterline  length,  and  an 
elegant  cherry  interior  contribute  to  the  Saga's  looks,  abilities,  and  performance. 


Dealer  For: 

Beneteau  •  Island  Packet  •  Saga 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.t  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-01 18 
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YACHTS 


MULTIHULLS 

BROKERAGE 
New  Production 

(510)  814-0400 


New  Cats  Now  on  Display 


]  35'  LAGOON  CCC 

;  34'  GEMINI  105M 

y  A:  k 

BLfe^Eal 

This  will  probably  be  the  (nosl  popular  small  cat  on 
the  Bay.  Spacious  main  salon  w/galley  up  gives 
you  a  panoramic  view  and  the  feeling  of  a  much 
larger  yacht.  On  display  at  our  dock,  so  stop  by, 
take  a  look  and  find  out  what  catamaran  sailing 
is  oil  about. 


The  newest  in  a  line  of  catamarans  designed  by 
Tony  Smith  offers  you  more  than  any  other  cat  at 
a  very  affordable  price.  3staterooms,  hard  dodger, 
spaciousinleriorandgreat  performance.  If  you've 
been  thinking  Catalina  or  Hunter  in  the  40' 
range,  look  at  this  before  you  decide. 


Available  for  Delivery 


By  Fountaine  Pojot.  We  just  ordered  one  and  she 
will  arrive  in  February,  1 997.  Galley  up  and  fully 
equipped  to  sail  away.  Call  for  brochure  and 
further  information. 


T\  AQUILON  800 


A  trailerable  26’  cot  that's  rugged  enough  to 
handle  the  Bay  conditions.  Set  up  is  a  breeze  and 
the  performance  is  outstanding.  Special  incentive 
for  first  one  delivered  to  our  dock.  Coll  for  info. 


Brokerage 


Well  equipped  and  capable  of  cruising  anywhere. 
Very  affordable,  3  staterooms  and  much  more. 
Asking  $65,000. 


Only  one  available  and  she  is  completely  refit  w/ 
new  electronics,  and  much,  much  more.  Great 
charter  or  cruising  cat.  $295,000. 


Multihulls  Worldwide 


35'  PACKET  CAT,  '95  ....  $208,000 


35'  TOBAGO,  '93 . $149,900 

37'  LAGCON, '93  . $214,900 

38’  KENNEX,  '92 . $157,000 

39’  PRIVILEGE,  '89 . $139,500 

39’  PRIVILEGE,  '93 . $270,000 

39’  FIDJI,  '91 . .'.$148,000 

39'  POLYNESIA,  '90 . $199,000 

39'  CAT  ANA,  '88 . $125,000 

43'  EDEL,  '95 . $209,000 

42'  LAGOON,  '93  . $340,000 

42'  SOLARIS,  '75 . $95,000 

42’  PRIVILEGE,  '92 . $440,000 


42'  GRAAL,  '90 . $229,000 

42'  CATANA,  '90 . $278,000 

43’  ST.  FRANCIS,  '91  ....$220,000 
46'  CASAMANCE,  '90  ..  $305,000 
46'  ST.  FRANCIS,  '93  ....  $368,000 

47’  LAGOON,  '91  . $355,000 

47'  HARMONY,  '91  . $299,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  14.7 . $295,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  482  . $549,000 

50’  GRAAL,  '93 . $450,000 

55'  LAGOON,  '89  . $498,000 

65’  WINDMAR,  '92 . $695,000 


In  association  ivith  Cruising  Cats,  USA,  we  represent:  Lagoon  35'  to  82';  Fountaine  Pajot  35'  to  56';  Gemini  105  &  Aquilon  800. 


Simpson  Bay  •  St.  Maarten 


Your  Gateway  to  Great  Deals  in  the  Caribbean  Sales  •  Charters  •  ASA  Sailing  School 


48'  LANDFALL,  1981 ..  $199,000 

Completely  equipped  for  cruising. 


Absolutely  impeccable! 


44'  JEANNEAU . $105,000 

Roomy  performance  cruiser. 


55'TAYANA . $289,000 

Complete  refit,  cruise  ready. 


Sail 


37'  C&C,  '89 . $95,000 

37'  BENETEAU.  '90  . $77,500 

38'  BENETEAU, '91  . $67,000 

38’  ROBERTS  STEEL . $1 20,000 

38'  S&S,  '68 . $35,000 

39'  CAMPER-NICHOLSON . $77,000 

40'  PILOTHOUSE  . $120,000 

41 1  MORGAN  Ol,  ’83 . $40,000 

42’  CHEOY  LEE,  '77 . $24,000 

42'  ABEKING&RASMUSN  ...  $108,000 

43’  C&C . $119,000 

44'  JEANNEAU,  '90  . $105,500 

44'  CSY,  77 .  from  $89,000 

44'  GULFSTAR.  82  . . $129,900 

45’  BENETEAU  45f5,  '91 . $109,000 

48'  C&C  LANDFALL  . $199,000 

48'  ROBERTS  STEEL . $229,000 

50'  GULFSTAR,  79 . $89,000 

5V  ENDEAVOUR, '89  . $99,000 

52'  DYNAMIQUE,  '90 . $1 60,000 

54'  IRWIN,  ’90 . $295,000 

55'  SWAN,  70 . $439,000 

55’  TAYANA,  '87  _f . $289,000 


58'  COLIN  ARCHER . $323,000 

65’  IRWIN . $219,000 

75’  CUSTOM  SCHOONER  ....  $329,000 

Multihulls 

36'  SOLARIS,  '92 . . . $169,000 

36’  SOLARIS,  '91  . $150,000 

37’  PROUT, '88  . $142,000 

38'  TROPIC,  '88 . $89,000 

39'  FAIR  CAT, '94 . $179,000 

40'  NORSEMAN,  '91 . $169,000 

42'  SIMPSON, '94 . $147,000 

46'  C.N.  UNTXIN,  '92 . $440,000 

47’  HARMONY,  '91  . $299,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE,  '90 . $295,000 

53'  CUSTOM  CHARTER, '85  ..  $169,000 

60'  OLLIER, '84 . $175,000 

64’  SHUTTLEWORTH,  '90 . $990,000 

75’  E.T.E.L.  CHARTER . $375,000 

Power 


MANY  AVAILABLE  FROM  20'  TO  1 00’ 
PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  COMPLETE  LIST 


Now  serving  buyers  &  sellers  with  a  fully  staffed  sales  &  charier  office  at  Simpson  Bay  Yacht  Club  on  the  Dutch  side  of  St.  Maarten.  We  have  numerous  boats  listed  in  the  marina  and  throughout  the 
islands.  If  you're  looking  for  a  great  deal  on  a  monohull,  multihull,  power  yacht  or  fixer-upper,  call  us  and  we'll  send  you  a  complete  list.  And  if  we  don't  have  it  listed  we  probably  know  where  it  is. 

2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)  814-0400  FAX  (510)  814-8765 
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.  57'  CUSTOM  STEEL,  '67  , 

rsf~50'  COLUMBIA,  '70  b 

1 1 

lit 

'  .......  . ,TP 

Built  for  cruising  the  oceans  of  the  world 
and  ready  to.  $175,000. 

(lassie  lines,  great  performance  and  in 
top  condition.  Take  a  look.  $1 04,500. 

jC~48'  CELESTIAL,  ’85  |jl 

47' VAGABOND, '81 

Thi$-is  the  nicest,  best  equipped  cruising 

yacht  on  the  Bay!!  $205,000. 

New  aluminum  spars,  3  staterooms  and 

very  comfortable.  $149,900. 

47'  CELERE  (jj 

45'  COLUMBIA,  72  “]il 

t  ~i 

\  m 

J  j  M  : 

~~jT  "  / . ' 

..  • 

Dealer  demo  or  new  construction. 
Modern  designed  performance  cruiser. 


Perfect  liveoboard  and  great  for  cruising 
to  Mexico  &  beyond.  $69,500. 


42’  PASSPORT,  ’85  - 

g  41 '  CT,  74 

HSMMIBlii 

1  5^: 

. 'T  •  —  ‘ 

'  ' 

Huntingford  designed  bluewater  cruiser  in  Cleanest  CT  we've  seen.  Owner  moved  and 

' Like  New'  condition.  $1 79,000.  wants  her  SOLD!  At  our  dock.  $69,900. 


YACHTS 

M  E  U  B  E~fl| 

Ml  (510)  814-0400  fi 


Mike  Clausen  •  Neil  Riley 
Chuck  Sorensen  •  Dave  Wolfe 


Small  Yacht  Division 


25'  YAMAHA . $11,000 

25'  C&C  . $9,500 

27'  HUNTER, ’82 . $14,900 

27'  O'DAY . $16,900 

27'  ERICSON,  '78 . $11,900 

28’  PEARSON,  '79 . $19,000 

29'  ERICSON . $14,900 

30'  CORONADO,  '72 . $1 1,900 

30'  S-29.2C,  '85 . $29,950 

30'  LANCER . $21,500 

30'  NEWPORT  Mklll . $22,950 

30'  C&C  MEGA . $10,000 

30'  CATALINA . $28,500 

30’  SANTANA  30/30 . $27,500 

30'  HUNTER . $15,900 

34'  ERICSON  X . $29,950 


OVER  100  BOATS  LISTED  • 
CALL  FOR  A  COMPLETE  LIST 


Big  Yacht  Division 


30'  S-2  9.2A . $36,500 

34'  PEARSON,  '85 . $59,000 

39'  PEARSON  390 . $39,500 

40'  PEARSON . $69,950 

40’  CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN . 

.  $64,900 

41'  CT,  '72 . $69,900 

41'  FREEPORT . $92,500 

41'  NEWPORT . $69,900 

41 '  ULTRALIGHT . $69,900 

42’  PASSPORT . $179,000 

44’  HARDIN . $115,000 

45'  COLUMBIA  . $69,500 

45’  JEANNEAU,  '85 . $119,000 

47'  VAGABOND . $1 49,900 

47'  CELERE  . NEW  $399,500 

48'  PRIVILEGE  CAT . $298,000 

48’  CELESTIAL . $205,000 

50'  COLUMBIA  . $104,900 

50'  CHEOY  LEE,  '66 . $98,000 

57'  ALDEN,  '31  . $225,000 


57'  STEEL  MOTORSAILER$  175,000 


2  boat  owner  wants  this  one  sold.  Stop 
by  and  take  a  look.  $69,950. 


Just  listed.  Roomy,  fast  ond  fun.  Owner 
not  using  so  make  on  offer. 


So  many  upgrades  in  the  last  year  we 
can't  list  them  all.  Asking  $59,000. 


Very  clean,  well  built  and  ready  to  go. 
Owner  getting  anxious  so  let's  talk. 
$36,900. 


Small  Yacht  Division 


30' SANTANA  30/30 

0 

30'  S-2  9.2C,  '85 

30’ CORONADO 

•«  27’  HUNTER,  '82 

j  :  L . 1 

8 — - 

:>s-  a 

Great  club  racer.  $27,500. 

Roomy  center  cockpit.  $29,900. 

Very  affordable!  $11,900. 

Large  27' with  diesel.  $14,900. 

/  . 

Home  Page:  http://yachtworld.com/bayisland  e-mail:  bayisle@ccnet.com 
2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)814-0400  FAX  (510)  814-8765 
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THE  PERFECT 
CHRISTMAS  GIFT 

For  Thai  Special 
Person  In  Your  Life 


50  %  OFF 

Our  Initiation  Fee  DuringThe  Month 
of  Dec.  And  If  Your  Boat  Can  Slip  Into 
One  Of  Our  Vacant  Berths,  We  Will 
Waive  The  Initiation  Fee  Completlely 


Friendly  Club  with  First  Class  Restaraunt 
New  Club  House  •  Cruises  &  Racing  Activities 
Seminars  To  Keep  You  Updated  on  The  Latest  Equipment 
Competitively  Priced  Slips  Available 
Club  Rentals  For  Parties 


Oakland  Yacht  Club 

1101  Pacific  Marina 
Foot  of  Triumph  St. 

Alameda 

http://www.serve.com/oaklndyc 


510-522-6868 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

A 

□  Enclosed  is  $26.00  for  one  year 

Third  Class  Postage  (Delivery  time  2-3  weeks;  Postal  Service  will  not 
forward  third  class,  so  you  must  make  address  change  with  us  in  writing.) 

□  Third  Class  Renewal  (current  subs,  only!) 

□  Enclosed  is  $50.00  for  one  year 

First  Class  Postage  (Delivery  Time  2  to  3  days) 

(Canada:  First  Ctass  On/y) 

□  First  Class  Renewal  (current  subs,  only!) 

□  Gift  Subscription  -  Gift  Card  to  read  from: 


Name 


Address 

City  State  Zip 

Please  allow  4-6  weeks  to  process  changes/additions,  plus  delivery  time. 

INDIVIDUAL  ISSUE  ORDERS 

Current  issue  =  $5.00  •  With  classy  ad  placed  =  $3.00 
Back  Issues  =  $7.00  (must  indicate  exact  issue  by  month  or  vol.  #) 


DISTRIBUTION 

□  We  have!  a  marine-oriented  business/yacht  club  in  Califor¬ 
nia  which  will  distribute  copies  of  Latitude  38.  (Please  fill 
out  your  name  and  address  and  mail  it  to  the  address 
below.  Distribution  will  be  supplied  upon  approval.) 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  for  distribution 
outside  California. 


We  regret  that 
we  cannot 
accept  foreign 
subscriptions, 
nor  bo  we  bit!  tor 

subscriptions. 
Check  or  money 
order  must 
accompany 
subscription 
request. 


Business  Name 

Type  of  Business 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

County 

Phone  Number 

"we  go  where  the  wind  blows" 

Publisher  &  Executive  Editor . Richard  Spindler,  ext.  1 1 1 

Bookkeeping . Tina  Dunne,  ext.  101 

General  Manager . Colleen  Levine,  ext.  102 

Production . Christine  Weaver,  ext.  103 

Production . Kirstin  Kremer,  ext.  104 

Production . Annie  Bates-Winship,  ext.  104 

Advertising  . . . . .  Mitch  Perkins,  ext.  107 

Advertising . . . John  Arndt,  ext.  108 

Associate  Editor . Rob  Moore,  ext.  109 

Associate  Editor . . . Andy  Turpin,  ext.  112 

Managing  Editor . John  Riise,  ext.  110 

Contributing  Editors . Paul  Kamen,  Shimon  Van  Collie 


Directions  to  our  office . ext.  212 

Classifieds . . . . . .  ext!  21 

Subscriptions . !!"!.!!"!.  ext  24 

Distribution . .!. . ext  25 

Editorial . . . !!!!!!!!!!!!!!  ext!  26 

ema'l . . . l38ed@aol.com 


15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  •  (415)  383-8200  Fax:  (415)  383-5816 
Please  address  all  correspondence  by  person  or  department  name. 
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Free  Pickiip  /  Np^iails,  we  work  hard  to  make  our  customers 
and  Delivery  -dippy.  That's  why  we  give  you  personal 

for  all  repairs  ention,  prompt  delivery  and  sails  that  fit  right  the 

and  cleaning  k 

done  on  your  time.  If  you  ve  got  a  problem,  North  s 
sails  through  \erienced  sailmaking  team  can  fix  it  fast! 

^10071^  Jr  great  sails  and  great  service... head  North! 

i.yy  / ! 


San  Diego  (619)224-2424 
Huntington  Beach  (619)  898-1234 
Newport  Beach  (714)  642-7238 
Marina  del  Rey  (310)  827-8888 
Channel  Islands  (805)  894-8100 
Seattle  (206)  632-5753 


north  SAILS 


North  Sails  San  Francisco: 
(510)  522-5373  Fax  (510)  522-0597 


There  is  a  difference 


2415  Mariner  Square,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Lynn  Pearson,  Service  •  Dave  Starck,  Jeff  Madrigali,  Sales 
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HO  SIS 


A  7  ' 


BROKERAGE 


Ifachts 


CALL  FOR  PRICING 
ON  THE  COMPLETE  LINE 
OF  CATALINA  YACHTS 

Talk  to  us  about  the  New  Catalina  380 


SERVING  THE 
BOATING 
COMMUNITY 
SINCE  1965 


YACHT  CENTER 


2222  East  Cliff  Drive, 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

(408)  476-5202 

Fax  (408)  476-5238 
http://www.oneillnet.com 


BROKERAGE 


60  Built  -  10  Delivered  in  U.S. 
Call  to  schedule  a  test  drive! 


SAIL 

17'  HOBIE,  '95 .  $7,895 

25'  HOBIE  MAGIC,  '97 .  $39,995 

25'  CATALINA  250,  '97 .  $16,500 

28'  CATALINA  MKII, '97 . $51,900 

USED  SAIL 

19'  O'DAY,  '80 . $4,500 

25' OLSON,  '84 . $11,000 

28'  COLUMBIA,  '68 .  $8,500 

30'  OLSON,  '81 . $15,900 

34'  OLSON,  '89 . $49,500 

35'  SANTANA,  '79 .  $36,900 

POWER 

25'  BAYLINER,  ‘90 .  $27,000 

28'  BAYLINER,  ‘93  . $49,995 

31' TROJAN,  '71  .  $17,900 

32'  PHOENIX,  '86  ....  Reduced  to  $35,500 

We're  selling  boats  and  need  your  listing! 


LING  LESSONS  •  HOBIE  CATS 
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BOAT  RENTALS 


11  SO  BALLENA  BLVD. 
SUITE  121 

ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


BALLENA  BAY 


YACHT  BROKERS 


(510)  865-8600 
FAX  865-5560 
e-mail:  trawlers@ix.netcom.com 
web  site:  http://www.trawlers.com 


— 


43’  IRWIN,  1987 

Ideal  center  cockpit.  Liveaboard 
Coastal  cruiser. 
$120,000 


50'  GULFSTAR,  1978 

Center  cockpit,  three  staterooms, 
liveaboard  or  cruiser. 

$150,000 


65'  MacGREGOR,  1988 

Extensive  electronics. 

$199,000 


40'  BAYFIELD,  1983 

Outfitted  for  cruising,  this  ketch  is 
Pacific  Seacraft  quality,  built  in 
Canada.  $1 10,000 


37' CREAL0CK,  1979 


36'  ISLANDER  FREEPORT,  1981 


TransPac  winner. 
$75,000 


Extensive  gear,  very  well  maintained. 

$67,500 


Magnificent  joinery,  large 
nav  station,  one  owner. 

$65,000 


New  diesel  1 993,  strong  ocean 
cruiser,  epoxy,  call  for  equipment. 

$47,900 


25'  LAGUNA, '84 .  7,800 

25'  YAMAHA,  '80  .  10,875 

27'  ERICSON,  75, '91  dsl . 15,000 

29'  ERICSON,  72 . 14,950 

30’  BABA,  78 . 59,000 

30'  COLUMBIA,  73 . 15,950 


30'  ISLANDER  B-30 .  19,900 

32'  VALIANT .  47,900 

32'  MARIEHOLM,  75 .  22,500 

33'  RANGER,  75 . 21,000 

34'  C&C,  '80  .  41,000 


35'  CAL, '80 . 49,900 

35'  C&C,  74 . 34,500 

36’  MARINER .  66.900 

36'  ISLANDER  FREEPORT, '81  67,500 

36'  UNION,  '83 .  65,000 


37'  CREALOCK,  79 . 75,000 

37'  DISCOVERY,  72, '88  dsl.  34,500 

40’  BAYFIELD, '83 .  110,000 

40’  ISLANDER,  72  .  54,900 

43'  IRWIN, '87  .  120,000 

50'  GULFSTAR,  78 . 150,000 
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10  MARINA  BLVD.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94123 
PHONE  (415)  567-8880  •  FAX  (415)  567-6725  •  e-mail  swan@sirius.com 


Olson  40  $92,000 


Islander  Peterson  40  $79,000 


Hunter  54  $157,500' 

List  your  boat  with 


Pacific  Seacraft  34  $149,500  Bristol  Channel  Cutter  $69,000  Hylas  44  $159,500 

us  for  free  berthing  in  San  Francisco  or  Point  Richmond  UNTIL  IT  SELLS! _ 


Swan  46  $450,000 


44'  Swan  441  $165,000 


New  Life  53  Price  Reduced 


Beneteau  456  $150,000 


Nordic  46  RS  $319,000 


65'  NZ  Steel  Cutter  $238,000 


S  «t  S  48 


$165,000 


Explorer  45  $115,500 


Swan  44  $133,500 


Pearson  424  $105,500 


DeVries  Steel  Cutter  $139,500 


Baltic  42  $159,000 


Aloha  34 


$63,500 


Islander  36  2  from  $32,000 


Hans  Christian  33  $110,000 


Express  37 


SABRE 


a  member  of: 


and 

Sabre  u  nr  Yachts 


I  KEEFE 
KAPLAN 
MARITIME,  INC 

GROUP  OF  COMPANIES 


San  Francisco's  Yacht  Broker  Since  1969 


65'  Swan  651  $1,050,000 


Swan  55 


$295,000 


City  Yachts  is  pleased  to  announce  our  appointment  as 
Northern  California  dealer  for  Sabre  &  Sabreline  Yachts. 

.  ,,  '  , 

-  - .  . 

Sabreline  36 

Sabre  402 

Hot  new  Express:  combines  traditional  Maine 

Jim  Toylor  designed  cruiser/racer 

styling  and  quality  with  over  20-knot  cruise. 

with  fabulous  cherry  interior. 

30'  Catalina 


$29,500 


33'  Tartan  10 


$19,500 


A... 


$100,000  Cal  33 


$59,500 
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'  Quadro 
You  Want 


Quadro’s  remote  keypad  provides  access  to  200 
channels  of  data  on  any  digital  or  maxi  display. 
Whether  you  just  need  speed/depth/log  or  a  full 
integrated  system,  Quadro'"  gives  World  Class 
performance  at  a  great  low  price! 


BOAT  INSURANCE  ONLY1 

TRANS-PAKINSURANCEAGENCY 

A  DIVISION  OF  LEISURECRAFT  INSURANCE 

The  West  Coast's  Largest  Marine  Insurance  Specialist 

v  Specialists  in  Boat/Yacht  insurance  since  1972 

❖  Agreed  Value  Policies 

v  Knowledgeable  claims  department 

❖  Three  West  Coast  offices  to  serve  you 

If  you  are  currently  insured  with  a  company  that 
does  not  specialize  in  marine  insurance,  do  yourself 
a  favor  and  take  the  time  to  speak  with  an  agent  who 
knows  boat/yacht  insurance. 

For  a  comprehensive,  competitive  marine  insurance 
quotation,  call  NOW  and  compare  with  the  people 
who  know  and  understand  boating! 


“KVH  Quadro  System  is  close  to  being  the 
perfect  instrument  system.  We  recommend  it 
very  highly.  ’’  Practical  Sailor  3/15/93 

Authorized  KVH  Sales  &  Service 


2346  B  Marlnshlp  Way,  Sausallto,  CA  94965 


V  Insured**  415*331*1924  ©aol.com  y 


1  -800-779-2425 


Southern  California 
525  Cabrillo  Park  Or.,  Ste.  112 
Santa  Ana,  CA  92701 
(714) 547-9324 
(800) 733-5242 
FAX  (714)  547-8704 


Northern  California 
7  Marina  Plaza 
Antioch,  CA  94509 
(510)777-2170 
(800)  779-2425 
FAX  (510)779-1703 


Pacific  Northwest 
101  OS.  336th St.,  Ste.  316 
Federal  Way.  WA  08003 
(206) 661-6311 
(800)237-3195 
FAX  (206)661-6281 


PUP  --  :  £» 

*  NEXT  GENERATION  » 
FUEL  DECONTAMINATION  UNITS 


NEW  Direct  Flow-Thru,  Self-Cleaning  design! 

KILLS  DIESEL  FUEL  ALGAE 

FREE  FUEL  ANALYSIS  -  800  403-3284 
Enviro  Response  Products,  Inc. 

Web  Page  http://www.mglobal.com/debug.html 
e-mail  address  debug@ix.netcom.com 

DEALER  INQUIRIES  INVITED 
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DONATE  NOW! 
FOR  1996 

TAX  DEDUCTION 

LAST  CHANCE! 

You  will  be  surprised  how 
attractive  and  easy  donating 
your  boat  to  help  support  the 
Stanford  Sailing  Team  can  be. 

Stanford  University  is  seeking  sailing 
vessels  &  motoryachts  of  any  size  and 
condition  -  CALL  NOW! 


STANFORD  UNIVERSITY 
SAILING  PROGRAM 

For  more  information, 
please  contact  Steve  Bourdow 

Stanford  Sailing  Office 

(415)  723-2811 


JOIN  US  FOR  A  GREAT  HOLIDAY  CELEBRATION! 


A  Holiday  Event  for  the 
Whole  Family  at  the  South  Bay's 
Friendliest  Family  Marina 


Come  for  the  Parade 
and  Enjoy. . . 


Enjoy  the  festivities 
and  see  all 
San  Leandro  Marina 
has  to  offer. 


jg ■* 


,r  S,  , 


I  *  "  i 
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HP 
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DREAMING  OF  CHRISTMAS 


•  FREE  GUEST  BERTHING 
OUR  TWO  FABULOUS  RESTAURANTS 
THE  NEWEST  DOCKS  ON  THE  BAY 
OUR  PARK  &  GOLF  COURSE 


SAN  LEANDRO  MARINA 


1 -800-559-SAIL 
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CatalmajlYachts  ★  WHERE  THE  ACTION  IS! 


★  AT  OUR  DOCKS/AVAILABLE  FOR  INSPECTION  IN  DECEMBER  ★ 


Visit  our  display,  any  day.  Inspect  our  boats  and  j  learn  why  CatalinallYachts  remains  the  largest  and 
busiest  builder  of  cruising  sailboats  in  North  America...  25  years!  60,000  boats!  hard  to  beat! 


42' Catalina.  1990 . 

. $109,000 

36' Nonsuch,  1989 . 

. $135,000 

36’ Lancer,  1982  . 

. $29,600 

36' Catalina,  1987 . 

. $63,900 

34'Ticon,  1988  . 

. $84,900 

32' Dreadnought,  1979  ... 

. $39,900 

32'  Ericson,  1986  . 

. $39,900 

. $29,500 

30'  Nonsuch,  1983  . 

. $53, 500/Trades? 

30' Catalina,  1986  .■. . 

.  New  listing 

30' Catalina,  1984 . 

. $26,900 

30’ Catalina,  1979 . 

.  REDUCED!  $19,900 

30' Santana  30/30,  1982. 

.  $29,500 

30' Hunter,  1976  . 

. . . .  $22,500 

★  GREAT  BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS  ★ 


ERICSON  32, 1986  . $42,900  CATALINA  38, 1980  .  $46,900 


30’  Cheoy  Lee,  1965  . . $14,500 

28' Hunter  28.5,  1985  .  $24,950 

28' Newport,  1981  . $12,900 

27' Catalina,  1981  . . $12,500 

27'  Catalina,- 1977  ' . $8,000 

25'  Pacific  Seacraft,  1977  . . $21,500 


42'  Catalina,  1990,  low  eng  hrs,  mint  $109,000 
38' Catalina,  1980,  newdsl,  int,  extras  $46,995 
37' Islander,  1971,  pilothouse,  dsl,  furl  $41,900 
32'  Aries,  1983,  original  owners,  mint ..  $54,995 
30'  Catalina,  1 989,  wing  keel,  dodger  $41 ,900 


23'  Jeanneau  Tonic  23,  1989,  w/trailer .  $9,900  30' Catalina,  1988,  dsl,  clean,  extras ...  $41,995 

23' Ranger,  1976  . $2,900  30' Catalina,  1980,  dsl,  dinette  interior  $19,995 


West  Bav  Brokerage  -  Eagle  Yacht  Sales 


30' Catalina,  1981,  wheel,  press  water  $21,995 
30'  Catalina,  1984,  large  dsl,  furling  ....  $32,995 

30' Islander,  1971,  great .  Reduced  $14,495 

28'  Islander.  1979,  excellent  cond . $18,995 

27'  O'Day,  1975,  dodger,  AP.  extras . $9,995 

27' Catalina,  1985,  wheel,  dsl,  furl . $15,995 

27' Catalina,  1975,  o/b .  Priced  to  sell  $6,995 

27'  Catalina,  1976,  o/b  w/cockpit  control  $8,495 
26' MacGregor,  1987,  trailer.  Nissan  o/b  $7,995 

26'  Soverel,  1975,  full  race . $1 1,995 

25'  Cal,  1972,  classic,  excl,  cond . $5,495 

24'  J/24,  1981,  ready  to  race . $5,995 

24'  Columbia,  1963,  new  o/b,.  AP . $2,995 

23'  MacGregor,  1 975,  easy  to  trailer . $3,995 


OPEN  BOAT  WEEKEND  ★  DECEMBER  14-15  10am-4pm 

[  farallone  yacht  sales 

1070  MARINA  VILLAGE  PARKWAY  #104,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94070  i 

(510)523-6730  j 

1  Eacfo  IfizcAt  Saied 

J  1966  COYOTE  POINT  DRIVE,  SAN  MATEO,  CA  94401 

(41 5)  342-2838 
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Call  for  a  FREE  brochure  about  any  cat  pictured  on  this  page. . . 


...or  for  a  FREE  copy  of  Cat  Tales,  the  # 1  catamaran  newsletter! 


The  Seawind  WOO  (33' x  19'5"x2'11")isthebigsisterofthe850.  She'stheonly 
i  under-35  foot  cruising  cat  we  know  of  built  specifically  for  all-weather,  bluewater 
voyaging.  Equipped  with  twin,  retractable  engines.  Your  choice:  enclosed 
fiberglass  bridgedeck  cabin  (photo  above)  or  open  'convertible '  design.  And  the 
optional  bowsprit  lets  you  pile  on  the  canvas  and  sail  like  a  banshee. 


The  Seawind  1000  'charter'  version  (left)  has  4  cabins  and  1  head.  The 
'private'  version  (right)  can  have  2  or  3  cabins  and  1  head.  An  elevated,  13' 
wide  seat  with  backrest  runs  along  the  full  length  of  the  transom  -  the  ultimate 
'nautical  rumble  seat1. 


The  Pacific  Coast's  Largest  Catamaran  Dealer 


Jeanneauls  Lagoon  35  (35'  x  1 6'  x  3').  Roomiest  35'  cat  available.  Headroom  6'3"- 
6'10".  2  staterooms  w/huge  7'  x  5'1"  berths.  Galley  up  in  salon  for  best  visibility  & 
ventilation.  Twin  Yanmar  dsls.  $1 71 ,700*.  Demo  models  on  SF  Bay  &  Lake  Tahoe. 
(Other  Lagoons:  from  37'  to  67'.) 


Gemini  1 05:  (34'  x  14'  x  1 8').  Best  value  &  most  popular  of  all  22  cats  we  offer!  3  cabins/ 
1  head.  Only  cat  w 1  centerbrds;  draft  181  up,  5'  w /  brds  down.  Only  cat  ready  to  cruise 
without  options.  Stnd:  40hp  o/b  (optl.  27hp  dsl),  stove,  fridge,  hot  water,  rigid  bimini  & 
dodger,  main  &  furling  gen.,  s/t  winches,  compass,  anchor  &  more.  $105,000*.  (Save 
$7,000  if  last  'Special  Intro  Price'  model  still  available!) 


Tobago  35  from  Fountaine  Pajot:  (35'  x  1 9'  x  3').  Our  choice  for  'Best  35'  Bluewater 
Cruising  Cat.'  Extra  wide  beam  =  maximum  stability.  Our  new  '97  model  has 
dramatically  upgraded  interior  (Padouka  hardwood  and  easy-to-dean  laminates). 
Modem  galley-up  layout.  3  cabins  &  1  head  or  2  &  2.  Incl's:  2  Yanmar  dsls,  wind/spd / 
depth  inst.,  furling  gen,  more.  $170,000*.  (Sister  models:  38, 42, 46  &  56  feet). 


You  say  you  want  the  best-built  ocean  cat  under  35  feet?  Then  you 
want  the  Seawind  1000.  Aussie  boats  are  built  strong,  but  the  Seawind 
1000  is  'best  of  the  best',  winning  Australia's  'Cruising  Sailboat  of  the 
Year'  award. 

The  Seawind'  1 000  is  built  for  Australia's  rugged  east  coast  where 
conditiorfe  rival  those  on  San  Francisco  Bay  -  months  and  months  of 
15-to-25  knot  winds  (more  often  25  than  15).  What's  more,  the 
Seawind  1000s  have  easily  completed  gale-force  offshore  passages. 
(Note  the  triple  lifelines  for  serious  ocean  cruising.)  Delivered  to  US 
West  Coast,  $169,900.  Special  discount  for  next  SF  Bay  owner. 


Rod  Gibbons'. 

Cruising  Cats  USA 


Grand  Marina,  2099  Grand  Street, 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  814-0251  •  fax  (510)  814-8765 


•plus  s/h,  tax  &  options,  etc. 


Featuring  the  world's  most  popular  cruising  catamarans: 
Aquilon  •  Fountaine  Pajot  •  Gemini  •  Lagoon  •  Seawind 


Aquilon  26  performance  cruiser  (1,900  lbs.,  26'  x  15'  x  2').  Folds  to  8’  for  easy 
trailering.  Fast  (sail:  1 0-20  kts;  power:  1 0  kts)  and  NO  HEELING!  3  times  roomier  than 
folding  trimarans  (5'  11"  hdrm,  2  dbl.  berths,  galley,  head  w/shwr).  Incl's:  3  sails, 
anchor,  compass,  1 0hp  Yamaha  o/b  &  dbl-axle  trlrw/brakes.  $83,980  in  SF.  (First  one 
based  at  our  dock  saves  thousands  more!) 


WindRider  16  is  the  'sailor's  pocket-rocket'.  Speeds  of  12-14  knots  with  virtually  no 
heel.  Foot  pedals  provide  hands-free  steering.  Unsinkable  and  unbreakable  (roto- 
molded  polyethylene).  Best  part?  Her  10  pieces  make  for  easy  car-topping,  and 
assembly  takes  just  20  minutes.  $2,995*. 
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HARBORMASTER'S  OFFICE 

(510)  522-9080 


1535  BUENA  VISTA  AVENUE, 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


^Season's  A 
Tf  greeting^ 

from  the  staff  at  Jortman  Marina 


f  WINTER  SAVINGS 

Special  Winter  Rales  for  Boats  up  to  32' 

ONLY  $4.05/ft.! 

Call  and  ask  for  details.  Subject  to  availability.  New  berthers  only. 


THE  TRAILERABLE 

SEAWARD 


AVAILABLE  TO  SEE  IN 
SAUSALITO 

CAU  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT 


•  One  Person  Mast  Raising 
Bow  Sprit  With  Anchor  Roller 
Shoal  Keel  With  Wing  Aft 
•  Easy  to  Launch 
•  Performs  Well 
•  5'91/2"  Headroom 
Only  3,600  lbs. 

8  Opening  SS  Ports 
Big  T  Berth 

•  Diesel  or 
Outboard 

•  Galvanized 
Trailer 


There  is  also  the  Seaward  23  and  the  Fox  1 9, 
both  with  unstayed  carbon  fiber  masts.  Call  for  more  info. 

THE  SAILING  LIFE™  New  and  Used  Sailboats 
Ph.  503-289-6306  •  Ph.  800-763-1445  •  Fax  503-289-7507 
260  NE  Tomahawk  Island  Drive,  Portland,  Oregon  97217  •  email  sailing  lif@aol.com 


f  CUSTOM  FOAM  > 

BERTHS  •  BUNKS  •  CUSHIONS 


"Because  You  Care  About  Comfort" 


COMFY  CUSHIONS  FORE  &  AFT 

•  Economical  cushion  replacement/renewal 

•  Free  custom  cutting 

•  Expert  custom  sewing 

•  Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 

•  High  quality  marine  fabrics 

FAMOUS  FOAM  FACTORY 

Call  one  of  our  two  locations  today  for  a  FREE  estimate! 


2416  San  Pablo  Ave. 
Berkeley 

(510)  841-9001 


Santa  Cruz  Mattress  &  Upholstery 
923  Water  St. 

(408)  426-0102 
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TOP  QUALITY  LISTINGS 
ACCEPTED  FOR 
SHARED  BERTH  RENTAL 
AT 

FORTMAN  MARINA 


"Everyone  Needs  a  Bigger  Boat" 

KENSINGTON  YACHT  &  SHIP  BROKERS 


WEST  BAY 

475  Gate  5  Road,  Sausalito 


TWO  CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS 


'  EAST  BAY 

Fortman  Marina,  1535  Buena  Vista,  Alameda 

e-mail:  noahfox.aol  (510)  865-1777 

FAX  (415)  332-1726  http:/ /yachtworld.com/kensington  FAX  (510)  865-8789 


(415)  332-1707 


BUC 

NET! 


36’  CAPE  DORY 
CUTTER,  1987 

An  ocean-ready 
beauty. 

Asking  $115,000. 


35'  PRETORIAN 

by  Wauquiez,  1983. 
France's 
highest  quality 
offshore  cruiser, 
loaded. 

Asking  $85,000. 


57'  (LOD)  ALDEN,  1931 
His  most  famous  original  yawl  design. 
Major  refit  '94-'95. 

Asking  $225,000. 


65'  (LOA)  GERMAN-BUILT 
MOTORSAILER,  1974 

Steel  ketch  designed  by  DeVries 
Lentsch  &  built  by  Lubbe-Voss  to 
Lloyds  100A1  specs.  Asking.  $225,000. 


42'  CASCADE  KETCH,  1979 
Great  liveaboard,  cruiser. 
Asking  $62,000  obo. 


32'  ELITE  KIRIE  (French)  Mkll,  1984 

Diesel,  wheel,  very  sharp. 
Asking  $29,000. 


■■■■■Hi 


32’  SABRE,  1985 
Well  equipped.  5  sails. 
Shows  beautifully. 
Asking  $65,000. 


47'  WAUQUIEZ  CENTURIAN,  1985 
Top  quality,  fast  cruiser.  Shoal  draft. 
Asking  $200,000  obo. 


40'  CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN,  1977 
Aft  cabin,  sturdy  ocean  cruiser. 
Asking  $69,500.  ] 


35'  NIAGARA,  1981 
A  tough  cruiser  by  Hinterhoeller 
(Nonsuch)  in  great  shape. 
Asking  $67,500. 


28'  ISLANDER,  '79 . . . 20,500 

29'  GULF  PILOTHOUSE,  '84 . 24,000 

30’  CATALINA,  '76 . 21,500 

31'  HERRESHOFF  Ketch,  '64 . 21,900 


39'  WESTS  AIL  SLOOP,  '80 . 115,000 

42'  CAMPER-NICHOLSON,  '74 . $100,000 

46'  GRAND  SOLEIL,  '86 . 180,000 


55’  CUSTOM  MOTORSAILER 
The  best  ferro  ever  built. 
Insurable.  Fabulous  liveaboard. 
$139,000  obo. 


36'  MORGAN  SLOOP,  1984 
A  sturdy  Bay  &  coastal  cruiser, 
designed  by  Nelson-Marek. 
Asking  $39,700. 
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a  division  of  Deere  Credit,  Inc. 


Southern  California 


Before  you  look  for  your  next  yacht, 
call  on  the  experts  with  over  fifty  years  of 
financing  &  yachting  experience. 

(800)  233-6542 

http://yachtworld.com/fne 


Northern  California 


1601  Dove  Street 
Suite  125 

Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 

(714)  752-0919 


2000  Powell  Street 
Suite  200 

Emeryville,  CA  94608 

(510)  614-0567 


1070  Marina  Village 
Parkway,  Suite  100 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


ALL  BOATS  AT  OUR  SALES  DOCK 


(510)865-6151 

FAX  (510)  865-1220 
http://www.yachfworld.com/bgy 
e-mail:  bgy@worldnet.att.net 


Sales:  Jack  Meagher 


Two  Salespeople  Wanted 
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NAUTORs 

SWAN 

PACIFIC 

SOUTHWEST 


STEINEMANN  &  CO. 

Exclusively  Representing  Nautor's  Swan  Since  1983 
GEORGE  STEINEMANN 

2505  West  Coast  Hwy,  #202,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(800)  4684496  /  (71 4)  6454600  •  Fax:  (71 4)  645-721 6 

GE04SWANS@aol.com 


MEMBER 

BUC 

NGT 


SWAN  41  LE  CYGNE  (1976):  Exceptionally  clean  S&S  design,  kept 
under  full  cover  past  5  years.  Many  sails  are  updated,  the  teak  decks 
were  extensively  refurbished  (incl.  total  replacement  of  cockpit/  bridge 
deck  areas)  in  '95.  Topsides  show  like  new.  Newport  Bch.  $1 25,000. 


SWAN  47  ZEPHYR  (1979):  Purchased  by  the  current  owner  in 
1989  and  highly  upgraded  since  then,  including  new  topsides, 
watermaker,  leather  upholstery,  B&G  Hydra  330,  SSB,  Trimble 
Navgraphic,  and  new  Perkins  diesel.  SAN  DIEGO,  $235,000. 


SWAN  51  HARLOT  (1985):  One  of  the  last  of  this  model  built.  In 
gorgeous  condition.  Full  inventory  of  racing  sails,  new  '94.  4  cabin 
interior,  radar,  refrigeration,  furling  jib,  inverter,  and  windlass.  LONG 
BEACH.  $340,000. 


SWAN  53  Extended  Transom  (1 987):  Featuring  counter  stern  with 
2.5'  extra  deck  space,  +  2  large  lazarettes  for  dinghy,  OB,  and  liferaft 
stowage.  Cruise  equipped  w/Scheel  keel,  furling  main  mast,  electric 
winches,  and  generator  (new),  immaculate.  Newport  Bch.  $625,000. 


SWAN  42  (2  available):  MYSTERE  (1983),  located  in  Newport  Beach, 
is  immaculate.  GLISADE,  in  Ventura,  also  shows  well.  Both  have 
extensive  equipment,  including  racing  and  cruising  sails,  windlass, 
inverter,  autopilot.  From  $185,000. 


SWAN  53  HAKAI( 1989):  Lightly  used  &  recently  upgraded  w /  new 
generator,  Reckmann  furling  headfoil,  &  watermaker,  she's  equipped 
for  both  rading  &  cruising.  Formerly  To  The  Max,  she  has  fresh  racing 
sails,  a  dacron  main  &  Vectran  furling  headsail.  PAC.  NW.  $649,000. 


★★  NEW  SWAN  48  ARRIVES  ★★ 

The  first  Swan  48  sold  in  the  U.S.,  Barcarolle,  is  commissioned  and  available  for  inspection, 
for  a  limited  time,  at  our  Newport  Beach  docks.  This  Frers  design  is  equipped  with  masthead 
rig,  a  2-stateroom  interior,  and  outfitted  primarily  for  fast  cruising.  With  3'  more  waterline  ad 
6'  taller  rig  than  its  highly  successful  predecessor,  the  Swan  46,  this  model  is  not  only 
extremely  fast,  but  a  dry,  sea-kindly  yacht  in  most  conditions. 

We  look  forward  to  taking  you  aboard  this  elegant  yacht,  so  please  call  for  an  appointment. 


STEINEMANN  &  CO.  INSURANCE  SERVICES 
800-468-4496  •  FAX  714-645-7216 
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Art  and  Technology. 

[But  there's  nothing  delicate  about  our  passion.] 


it 


'  Mk 

5  mm.  fter  24  years  as  a  sailmaker,  I've  seen  a  lot 
of  changes.  Many  have  been  great  and 
m  Wk  resulted  in  better  sails  for  everyone.  But 
recently  the  trend  has  been  away  from  the  personal  service 
and  support  I  believe  every  customer  deserves. 

"That's  why  so  many  former  Sobstad  sailmakers  joined 
together  to  form  an  entirely  new  company.  We  are  all 
passionately  dedicated  to  the  integration  of  sailmaking 
technology  with  the  art  of  responding  to  individual  needs. 

"As  a  Group  we  bring  tremendous  resources  of 
experience  and  personnel  to  our  goal  of  creating  superior, 
customized  products  that  meet  the  specific  needs  of  racers 
and  cruisers  alike.”  Norman  Davant,  owner 


UANTUM 


SAIL  DESIGN  GROUP 
Where  sailmaking  is  a  performing  art 

5  1  0  -  2  3  4  -  4  3  3  4  •  FAX (510)  234-4863 
QUANTUM  PACIFIC 
POINT  RICHMOND,  CA  USA 
(formerly  Sobstad  San  Francisco) 


Sobstad 

San  Diego 


2832  Canon  St. 

San  Diego,  CA  92106 


Genesis™ 


•  Lightwave™  •  Asymmetrical 

•  Platinum™  *  Symmetrical 

•  Velocity™ 

B  Sobstad.  First  in  Technology.  First  in  Value. 

0  Genesis™  racing  sails  will  give  you  the  best  performance  in  the 
market  today!  They  are  simply  the  fastest,  lightest,  most  stable 
racing  sails  available. 

0  Get  the  benefit  of  Sobstad's'leading  edge,  patented  technology 
and  the  performance  you  expect  from  the  Sobstad  team. 


P-(619)  226-2422 
F-(619)  226-0682 
E-Mail 

sobsd@ix.netcom.com 


Please  Call:  George  Gregory 
Charlie  Arms 
'  Mark  Reynolds 


1-800-576-2782 


"WOW!"  What  Protection 
&  Proven  Performance. 


Line ,  Net  &  Weed  Cutter  PSS  Shaft  Seals 

Cuts  lines,  nets  and  weeds  100%  watertight, 

with  each  revolution  before  they  No  maintenance  no  drip, 

entangle  your  propeller.  Replace  stuffing  boxes  with  this 

revolutionary  problem  solver. 

All  shaft  sizes  in  stock.  Next  day  delivery  available. 


SPURS 


LINE,  NET  & 
WEED  CUTTER 


201  S.W.  33rd  Street  •  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33315  •  Phone:  954-463-2707 

Call  for  a  FREE  Brochure 

TOLL  FREE:  1-800-824-5372 


CHARTS  -  GUIDES 
BOOKS  •  MAPS 


•  Our  large  inventory  of  charts  covers  most  of 
the  world  from  60  South  to  60  North. 

•  CHART  REPRODUCTIONS  $6.50. 

•  Marine  Books,  Cruising  Guides,  Government  Publications. 

•  Study  Guides  for  all  Coast  Guard  Licenses. 

•  Maps  of  most  foreign  countries.  Road  &  street  maps  of  U.S. 
cities  and  states.  California  topographical  maps.  Wall  maps. 


PLENTY  OF  FREE  PARKING 
WE  WELCOME  PHONE  ORDERS 


Celebrating  our  20th  year! 


TRADEWIND  INSTRUMENTS  Ltd. 

2540  Blanding  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


PHONE  (510)  523-5726 

FAX  (510)  523-5798 
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CORSAIR  »  F-31  •  F-27  «  F-24 

Corsair's  folding  trimarans  are  the  world's 
most  popular...  for  good  reason.  The  inge¬ 
nious  folding  design  opens  up  a  whole  new 
world  of  sailing  possibilities.  You  can  keep 
these  multihulls  in  a  slip  or  trailer-sail  here, 
Tahoe,  Mexico,  anywhere.  They  sail  multihull- 
fast,  yet  they  sail  with  ease.  The  one-design 
fleets  focus  on  fun!  Come  check  out  the 
Corsairs  at  Helms  Yacht  Sales.  Order  now 
for  spring  delivery. 


ALL  NEW  LISTINGS*  ALL  AT  OUR  DOCKS! 


stii 


Fisher  34  M/S,  1984. 

Consider  this  one, 
all  set  up  for 
long  distance  cruises. 
New  75  hp  Yanmar. 
$119,000. 


42'  Hershine,  '86. 

In  great  shape. 

A  'must  see'  yacht. 
$135,000. 


Featured 

Listing 

Irwin  54, 1990 
$560,000 

This  Irwin  54  has  such 
impressive  layout 
that  it  just  cries  out 
for  someone  to  come 
aboard  and  have  a 
good  time. 

•  Large  sail  inventory 
•  0ow  thruster 


Charlie  Morgan- 
Designed  Nautical  39' 
Center  Cockpit  Uve- 
aboard/Cruiser. 
Well  equipped,  spacious 
-  interior,  2  heads, 

2  private  staterooms. 
Only  $51,000! 


Niagara  35, 1981. 
This  performance  cruiser 
with  classic  lines  appeals 
to  the  family  cruiser  who 
loves  the  way  a  boat  sails 
and  looks.  Very  well  built 
and  maintained. 
Worth  a  very  good  look. 
Asking  $67,500. 


CT  49  Pilothouse,  1907 
Aft  cabin  &  forward  dining  area.  $185,000. 


55’  Custom  Motorsailer.  Perfect  iiveaboard/ 
long  distance  cruiser!  $139, 00&. 


Northern  California  Corsair  Dealer 


2415  Mariner  Square  Drive 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


•  Austin  O'Brien 
•TeriEnger 
•  Gary  Helms 


BUG 


S 

YACHT  SALES  INC. 


(510)  865-2511 

Fax  (510)  865-0215 


NCT 
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JOAN  BURLEIGH 
800-442-6281 

2415  Mariner  Square  Drive 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

At  Essex  Credit  we  make  getting  that 
boat  loan  easy  ...just  add  water! 


Loans  will  be  made  or  arranged  pursuant  to  a  California  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corporations  Personal  Property  Broker  license  or  Con¬ 
sumer  Finance  Lender  license.  Minimum  loans  $10,000. 


Essex  Credit  finances  new 
and  used  boats  from  the 
smallest  day-sailor  to  the 
largest  motoryacht.  We 
offer  the  best  deal  going. . . 
unbeatable  loans  at  unbeatable 
interest  rats.  Extended  terms..', 
fast,  convenient,  discreet  service. 
That's  why  we're  America's 
leader  in  pleasure  craft 
mancing.  Don't  wait. 

For  the  best  boat  loans  available 
call 


CALENDAR 


Nonrace 

Dec.  7  —  Lighted  Boat  Parade  in  the  Petaluma  Turning  Basin, 
approximately  6  p.m.  Deck  the  hulls!  Info,  (707)  778-1833. 

Dec.  7  —  Spectacular  1996  Lighted  Yacht  Parade  on  the  Estuary 
off  Jack  London  Square,  sponsored  by  MYCO,  the  Classic  Yacht 
Association  and  the  Port  of  Oakland.  Info,  (510)  834-4591. 

Dec.  7  —  Islander  36  Holiday  Party  at  Golden  Gate  YC.  Rich 
Princeau,  365-3694; 

Dec.  7  —  Lighted  Boat  Parade  and  Canned  Food  Drive,  5:30 
p.m.  in  Santa  Cruz  Harbor.  Info,  SCYC  at  (408)  425-0690. 

Dec.  7  —  J/24  Annual  Fleet  Dinner,  6:30  p.m.  at  St.  Francis  YC. 
Drop  by  to  learn  all  about  this  active  and  fun  fleet!  RSVP,  Phil 
Perkins,  346-2393. 

Dec.  7  —  Free  demonstration  of  various  man  overboard  recovery 
techniques  at  Modern  Sailing  Academy  in  Sausalito,  9-11  a.m.  Info, 
Jc^hn  Connolly,  331-8250. 

Dec.  7-8,  etc.  —  Point  Bonita  Lighthouse  Open  House,  espec¬ 
ially  dramatic  in  stormy  weather!  It’s  an  easy  half-mile  hike  down  to 
the  Lighthouse,  where  docents  will  regale  you  with  as  much  history 
as  you  can  handle.  12:30  to  3:30  p.m.  every  Saturday  and  Sunday 
throughout  December.  Info,  331^1540. 

Dec.  8  —  Sail  a  Small  Boat  Day,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Free  rides  in 
centerboard  boats,  courtesy  of  the  Small  Boat  Racing  Association 
(SBRA)  and  Richmond  YC.  A  wonderful  opportunity  to  'kick  the  tires' 
of  various  dinghies,  as  well  as  chat  with  enthusiastic  and  knowledge¬ 
able  class  reps.  Info,  (510)  234-SAIL. 

Dec.  9,  1986  —  Ten  Years  After:  Balclutha,  the  centerpiece  of 
San  Francisco  Maritime  Museum’s  historic  ship  collection,  turned 
100.  Built  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  for  Robert  McMillan,  the  256-foot 
three-masted  steel  ship  was  christened  Balclutha  —  the  Gaelic  name 
for  McMillan’s  hometown,  Dumbarton.  On  January  15,  1887,  the 
Balclutha  and  her  26-man  crew  sailed  from  Cardiff,  Wales,  bound  for 
San  Francisco.  After  140  days  at  sea,  she  arrived  here  with  a  cargo  of 
2,650  tons  of  coal.  After  loading  on  sacks  of  California  wheat,  she 
headed  back  for  Europe. 

Balclutha  called  on  many  ports  of  the  world  before  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Hawaiian  registry  in  1899.  For  the  next  three  years,  she 
carried  lumber  from  Puget  Sound  to  Australia.  In  1901,  a  special  act 
of  Congress  admitted  the  ship  to  American  registry,  allowing  her  to 
engage  in  coastal  trade  between  U.S.  ports.  Balclutha  was  purchased 
in  1904  by  the  Alaska  Packers  Association,  a  San  Francisco  company 
that  caught  and  canned  salmon.  Renamed  Star  of  Alaska,  she  made 
numerous  trips  between  Alaska  and  Alameda,  averaging  22  days  on 
the  trip  north  and  just  15  on  the  way  home. 

Retired  in  1930,  Balclutha  was  bought  by  Frank  Kissinger  in  1933 
and  renamed  Pacific  Queen.  The  new  owner  took  the  ship  south,  and 
while  anchored  off  Catalina,  she  appeared  in  the  film  Mutiny  on  the 
Bounty.  Kissinger  then  towed  her  up  and  down  the  West  Coast,  often 
exhibiting  her  as  a  "pirate  ship."  The  ship  slowly  deteriorated,  and 
barely  survived  the  scrap  drives  of  World  War  II.  The  Maritime 
Museum  rescued  Balclutha  from  the  mud  flats  of  Sausalito  in  1954 
and  restored  her  as  a  fitting  memorial  to  the  glory  days  of  sail. 

Dec.  10  —  "Practical  Navigation  With  A  Sextant,"  a  free 
presentation  by  Frances  Ross.  Bring  a  sextant  and  a  calculator. 
Berkeley  YC,  7:30  p.m.;  Christine  Jackson,  (510)  528-0172. 

Dec.  11  —  "Designing  User-Friendly  Sailboats,"  a  talk  by  Tom 
Wylie  at  the  SNAME  (Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engin¬ 
eers)  meeting.  8  p.m.  at  Encinal  YC;  optional  dinner  beforehand. 
RSVP,  Leonard  Stanton,  (510)  522-5354. 

Dec.  13  —  "A  Cruising  Guide  to  San  Francisco  Bay,"  a  free  slide 
presentation  by  Robert  Mehaffy  at  the  Stockdale  Marine  Theatre 
7:30  p.m.;  Info,  (916)  332-0775. 

Dec.  14  —  Hans  Christian  Owners  Association  Holiday  Party. 
Details,  Linda  Green,  (510)  523-3708. 

Dec.  14  —  Lighted  Yacht  Parade,  4  p.m.  at  San  Leandro  Marina. 
Music,  prizes,  even  a  visit  from  Santa!  Details,  (800)  559-SAIL. 
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South  Beach  Harbor 

/ 

on  the  San  Francisco  waterfront  at  Pier  40 

•  Ideal  Sailing  Weather  •  Walk  to  Downtown  •  Good  Parking  &  Security 


Spinnaker  Sailing  -  Lessons,  Rentals,  Charters . 543-7333 

Rendezvous  Charters  -  Sailing  &  Motoryacht  Cruises . 543-7333 

Premier  Yacht  Sales  -  Boat  Sales . 495-5335 

South  Beach  Riggers  -  Rigging,  Custom  Work . 974-6063 

North  Beach  Marine  Canvas  -  Canvas,  Interiors . 543-1887 

Adventure  Cat  -  Sailing  Excurions,  Charters . . . 777-1630 

South  Beach  Yacht  Club  -  New  Members  Welcome . 495-2295 

Pier  40  Roastery  &  Cafe  -  Open  Daily  7:00  am . 495-3815 


The  Embarcadero  At  Pier  40,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Harbormaster:  415-495-4911  FAX  415-512-1351 
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SAIL  CALIFORNIA  BROKERAGE 


J/44  Jobe 

This  1990  J/44  is 
ready  to  go.  New  sail 
inventory,  Ockam  in¬ 
struments  with  latest 
software  and  faired 
bottom.  All  this  with  a 
great  cruising  layout 
Delow.  The  only  "B"  model  J/44  available  on  the  west  coast.  At  our 
docks  in  Alameda. 


BALTIC  42 


J/120 


This  custom  Baltic  42  DP,  delivered  in  1983,  This  1996  J/120  is  a  rare  opportunity.  She  is 
incorporates  the  experience  of  her  original  and  ready  to  go  with  a  complete  racing  and  cruising  sail 


current  owner.  The  only  custom,  vacuum  bagged 
42  built!  All  offers  seriously  considered. 


inventory,  autopilot,  radar  and  complete  wind/ 
water  instruments.  At  our  docks  in  Alameda. 


EXPRESS  37s 

Strict  one-design  fleet  with  no  professionals. 
Owner/driver  rule  and  limited  sail  purchases. 
Participate  in  Big  Boat  series,  YRA  or  family 
cruising. 


CAVALIER  39,  1980 

Outstanding  bluewater  cruiser.  Well  built, 
comfortable  interior.  Impressive  woodwork 
below.  A  great  boat  to  lake  over  the  horizon. 
Asking  just  $78,500. 


BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 


*44'  J/44,  90,  Jobe . 

..  254,000 

*  35'  J/35,  '84,  Cosmic  Muffin . 

....49,950 

*  42'  Baltic  dp,  '82,  Bydand . 

. Offer 

'*33'Soveral . . 

....  40,000 

*  40'  J/120,  '96,  Pamela  J . 

..  199,000 

*33'  C&C  MKII,  '88,  Lady  Luck.. 

....  56,500 

“40'  Islander,  '85,  Bushwacker .. 

....89,900 

*  31'  Custom,  '84  Bloom  County.. 

....22,500 

“40'  Andrews  ILC,  '94,  Growler . 

..325,000 

*  30'  Beneteau  305,  '88 . 

....47,500 

’  39'  Cavalier,  '80,  Jolly  Mon . 

....78,500 

*  30'  J/30, 79,  Rollercoaster . 

....22,000 

*  37'  Express,  '86,  Blitz . 

....88,000 

*  26'  J/80,  '96  .No  Name . 

....37,500 

*  37'  Express,  '84  Danville  Express .  92,500 

*  24'  J/24,  '95,  Nations  Cup . 

....25,000 

*  36’  J/110,  '95,  Sorcerer . 

..  149,000 

*  24'  J/24,  '81,  If  1977 . 

. 9,000 

**35'  J/35,  '90,  Rocketeer . 

....84,500 

*24’ J/24, '80,  Vixen . 

. 8,500 

**35'  J/35,  '84,  Rival . 

....  64,900 

*  In  Alameda  **  In  Newport  Beach 

BUG 

NGT 

... 

. 

!|§, ; '  ' 

Jeff  Trask*  Scott  Birnberg 

Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano 

•  Art  Ball 

410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach 
CA  92993 
(714)  675-8053 
FAX  (714)  675-0584 


iWu‘ 


1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy 
#108,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533 
(510) 523-8500 

http://www.sailcal.com  FAX  (510)  522-0641 


A  division  of  Don  Trask  &  Assoc. 


Dec.  20  —  Christmas  Open  House  at  Hogin  Sails,  12-6  p.m. 
Swing  by  for  the  buffet  lunch,  Louis  Martini  wine  tasting  and  Sadeg 
organic  olive  oil  tasting.  RSVP,  (510)  523-4388. 

Dec.  21  —  BAADS  Christmas  Party,  11  a.m.  at  South  Beach  YC. 
Details,  281-0212. 

Dec.  2 1  —  Winter  Solstice,  the  best  pagan  holiday.  Celebrate  the 
shortest  day  of  the  year  —  which  this  year  fortuitously  also  falls  on 
our  favorite  day  of  the  week,  Saturday! 

Dec.  24  —  Full  moon,  big  tides. 

Dec.  29  —  Brut  Gold  Cup  on  ESPN,  10:30  a.m. 

Dec.  31  — Islander  36  New  Years  Eve  Cruise  to  Treasure  Island. 
Rick  Van  Mell,  962-1515. 

Jan.  1  —  Master  Mariners  New  Year’s  Day  Rendezvous  and  Chili 
Cookoff  at  Corinthian  YC.  Noel  Duckett,  472-7653. 

Jan.  1  —  ’96  International  Year  in  Sailing  on  ESPN,  noon. 

Jan.  11  —  Hans  Christian  Owners  Association  General  Meeting. 
Dethils,  Linda  Green,  (510)  523-3708. 

Jan.  11-19  —  Sail  Expo  Atlantic  City  ’97,  the  biggest  sail-only 
extravaganza  in  the  country.  A  tasty  West  Coast  version  of  this  show, 
the  Pacific  Sail  Expo,  is  scheduled  for  April  24-28  at  Oakland’s  Jack 
Loqdon  Square.  Info,  (800)  408-6318. 

Jan.  17-26  —  San  Francisco  Sports  and  Boat  Show  at  the  Cow 
Palace.  Info,  931-2500. 

Jan.  17-26  —  If  you’re  up  in  Seattle,  check  out  the  19th  Annual 
Lake  Union  Boats  Afloat  Show.  Details,  (206)  284-2912. 

Jan.  25  —  PICYA  Commodore’s  Ball  and  Installation  of  Officers 
at  Corinthian  YC.  George  Neill,  (916)  722-8592. 

Feb.  4  — v  Ubiquitous  sailing  ambassador  Gary  Jobson  will  host 
a  video  presentation  about  last  summer’s  Olympic  sailing  games  at 
Savannah.  Several  Olympians  will  also  be  on  hand.  $10  donation  at 
the  door  will  benefit  the  Blackaller  Fund.  Save  the  date;  details  next 
month.  Matt  Jones,  563-6363. 

Racing 

Dec.  7  —  Perry  Cup  Series,  three  races  for  Mercuries  in  Monterey 
Bay.  MPYC;  Dick  Clark,  (408)  624-6482  (work). 

Dec.  26  —  Sydney-Hobart  Race,  sponsored  by  the  Cruising  YC 
of  Australia:  630  often  bumpy  miles  across  the  Tasman  Sea,  followed 
by  an  equally  brutal  binge  in  Hobart.  The  FI/P  80  Morning  Glory  will 
be  among  the  maxis  competing  for  a  $237,000  (U.S.)  purse  to  the 
boat  that  breaks  Kialoa  Ill’s  legendary  1975  time  of  2  days,  14  hours. 

Jan.  17,  23,  24,  25  —  Starts  of  the  14th  Biennial  Marina  del 
Rey  to  Puerto  Vallarta  Race  —  1,125  hopefully  downwind  miles  for 
racers,  cruisers  and  even  powerboats.  Del  Rey  YC,  (310)  823-4664; 
or  regatta  chairman  Rudy  Schaefer,  (310)  472-8713. 

Jan.  19-24  —  Yachting  Key  West  Race  Week:  "hot  sun,  strong 
winds  and  elite  competition."  The  tenth  anniversary  of  America’s 
premiere  midwinter  regatta.  Keith  Taylor,'  (617)  837-1448. 

Jan.  25  —  Three  Bridge  Fiasco,  an  aptly  named  short-handed 
race  that  generally  unfolds  in  slow  motion.  Singlehanded  Sailing 
Society;  Paul  Miller,  924-0767. 

Feb.  1-8  —  MEXORC,  a  series  of  eight  laid-back  buoy  races  off 
Puerto  Vallarta.  Hosted  by  the  Mexican  Sailing  Federation;  Frank 
Whitten,  (619)  226-8033. 

March  14-16  —  Three  days  of  starts  for  Newport  Harbor  YC’s 
Cabo  Race,  aka  the  'TransPac  Tune-Up'.  Invited  classes  are  ULDBs, 
turbo  70s,  IMS,  PHRF,  multihulls  and,  for  the  first  time,  double- 
handed.  NHYC,  (714)  673-7730. 

Apr.  25-26  —  50th  Ensenada  Race.  NOSA,  (714)  640-1351. 

May  3-4  —  Vallejo  Race.  YRA,  771-9500. 

Midwinter  Series 

ALAMEDA  YC  —  Estuary  Midwinters:  12/8, 1/12,  2/9,  3/9.  M.L. 
Higgins,  (510)  748-0289. 

BERKELEY  YC  —  Chowder  Races:  11/30,  12/1,  12/28,  etc. 
Paul  Kamen,  (510)  540-7968. 
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NEW  SAIL  CALIFORNIA  J/120 

The  first  Sail  California  J/120  available. 

Custom  cherry  interior  cabinetry  provides 
deluxe  cruising  accommodations  in  one  of 
J/Boats  most  successful  new  designs. 

The  growing  J/120  fleet  is  testament  to 
the  many  well  conceived  attributes  of  the 
1995  Boat  of  the  Year.  Smooth,  stable 
ride,  easily  sailed  shorthanded, 
exceptional  speed. 

Come  see  the  latest  with  the  finely  crafted  all  cherry  interior. 

* 

Available  for  viewing  today! 


Jeff  Trask*  Scott  Birnberg 

410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach,  GA  92663 
(714)  675-8053 
FAX  (714)  675-0584 


Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano  •  Art  Ball 
1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy,  Ste  108 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
A  division  of  Don  Trask  &  Assoc.  (800)  559-5533  •  (510)  523-8500 

Web  page:  http://www.sailcal.com  FAX  (510)  522-0641 
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BERKELEY/METROPOLITAN  YC  —  Midwinters:  12/14-15, 
1/11-12,  2/8-9.  Bobbi  Tosse,  (510)  939-9885. 

CORINTHIAN  YC  —  Midwinters  ’97:  1/18/19,  2/15-16.  Rob 
Moore,  383-8200,  ext.  109. 

ENCINAL  YC  —  Jack  Frost  Series:  12/21,  1/18,  2/15,  3/15. 
EYC,  (510)  522-3272. 

GOLDEN  G  ATE  YC  — Seaweed  Soup  Perpetual:  12/7, 1/4, 2/1. 
GGYC,  346-BOAT. 

LAKE  MERRITT  SC  —  Edna  Robinson  Memorial  Midwinters 
(dinghies):  12/14,  1/12,  2/8,  3/9.  Duncan  Carter,  (510)  945-6223. 

OAKLAND  YC  —  Brunch  Series:  1/5, 1/19,  2/2,  2/16,  3/2,  3/16. 
OYC,  (510)  522-6868. 

RICHMOND  YC  —  Small  Boat  Midwinters:  12/7,  1/4,  2/1,  3/1. 
RYC,  (510)  237-2821  or  Mac  Lingo,  (510)  525-1881. 

SANTA  CRUZ  YC  —  Midwinters:  12/21,  1/18,  2/22.  SCYC, 
(4Q8)  425-0690. 

SAUSALITO  CC  —  Midwinters:  1/25,  2/22,  3/15,  4/19  (make¬ 
up).  Dorothy  Stouter,  479-4678. 

SAUSALITO  YC  —  Midwinters:  12/8,  1/5,  2/2,  3/2.  Pat 
Broderick,  (707)  528-2109. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  YC  —  Fall  Series:  12/14-15.  Tim  Russell, 
898-4439. 

SEQUOIA  YC  —  Midwinter  Sunday  Pursuit  Races,  October 
through  mid-April.  Randy  Hough,  365-6383. 

SOUTH  BAY  YRA  —  Winter  Series:  12/14, 1/18,2/8, 3/15.  Mike 
Dixon,  (510)  635-5878. 

SOUTH  BEACH  YC  —  'IAOTIO'  Series,  every  Saturday  until 
3/29.  Free!  Ray  Hall,  591-6513.. 

Please  send  your  calendar  items  by  the  1  Oth  of  the  month  to 
Latitude  38  (Attn:  Calendar),  15  Locust  Avenue,  Mill  Valley,  CA, 
94941.  Better  yet,  fax  them  to  us  at  (415)  383-5816.  But  please,  no 
phone-ins!  Calendar  listings  are  for  marine-related  events  that  are 
either  free  or  don't  cost  much  to  attend.  The  Calendar  is  not  meant  to 
support  commercial  enterprises.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  phone 
numbers  listed  in  the  Calendar  are  in  the  415  area  code. 


December  Weekend  Currents 


date/day 

11/30Sat 

12/01  Sun 

slack 

1112 

2335 

1214 

max 

0152/3.1  F 

1 340/1 .7F 

0239/2.9F 

1 437/1. 5F 

slack 

0521 

1622 

0607 

1720 

max 

0731/2. 0E 
1936/3.5E 

0821/2.1  E 
2026/3. 2E 

1 2/07Sat 

0058/2.4E 

0420 

0717/2. 8F 

1017 

2332 

1 323/4.4E 

1725 

2018/3.2F 

1 2/08Sun 

0148/2.5E 

0504 

0800/2. 9F 

1056 

1408/4.8E 

1807 

21 03/3. 6F 

12/14Sat 

0058/4.  IF 

0428 

0647/2. 9E 

1007 

2246 

1253/2.7F 

1540 

1857/4.8E 

12/15Sun 

0151/3. 9F 

0519 

0742/3. 0E 

1116 

2341 

1356/2. 5 F 

1646 

1953/4.3E 

12/21  Sat 

0108/2.3E 

0423 

0721/3.0F 

1012 

2337 

1328/4.6E 

1727 

2035/3. 7F 

12/22Sun 

0202/2.3E 

0514 

0808/3. OF 

1057 

141 3/4. 8E 

1813 

21 22/3. 8F 

12/28Sat 

0033/3. 3F 

0359 

0611/2.3E 

0940 

2211 

121 8/2.  IF 

1503 

1817/4. 0E 

12/29Sun 

011 1/3.1  F 

0439 

0655/2. 3E 

1031 

2250 

1 305/1 ,9F 

1550 

1902/3.6E 
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CABBONs 


Happy  Holidays 
from  the  crew  at 
UK  Sailmakers 


Winter  Discounts  on 
New  Sails  &  Repairs 
Give  us  a  call! 
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Daniel  Forster  photos 


UK’s  Tape-Drive  technology 
creates  sails  that  stay  fast  for 
years  -  not  just  a  few  races  -  at 
affordable  prices.  Only  UK  can 
make  load-line  reinforced  sails 
from  such  a  range  of  materials 
to  match  your  perfprmance, 


oWcia' Sponsors  of  the 
1996  Baja  Ha 

,  ,,  q-,h  Colombo 

Chris  Mah®  ’  ®ril.  Benedict 


»"°r s'--.- 

Alameda,  C/t 

(8001  814-081^ 


SPEED 

BREEDS 

PERFORMANCESAILS 

1.800.482.7245 

BRILLIANCE! 

QUALITY  PRODUCES  EXCELLENCE 


PERFORMANCESAILS  PROVIDES  YOU  WITH: 

•  Fast  shapes 

•  Competitive  Prices 

•  Quality  Service 

RACING,  CRUISING  AND  ONE-DESIGN  SAILS 

Speed  wins  races!  PERFORMANCESAILS  provides  just  that.  By  utilizing  modern  computer  aided  design 
and  cutting  systems  along  with  years  of  experience,  PERFORMANCESAILS  offers  winning  shapes  at 
prices  that  can't  be  BEAT. 

Check  out  our  WINTER  discounts :  25%  OFF  ON  ALL  SAILS. 


PERFORMANCESAILS  529  Van  Ness,  Torrance,  CA  90501  •  (310)  328-2947  •  (800)  482-7245 


Arc  you  planning  a  Cruise? 

Who's  soing  to  take  care  of 
your  mail  and  pay  your  bills? 


While  cruising,  would  you  rather  have  an  experienced, 
confidential,  dependable,  bonded,  professional  bookkeeping 
service  company  pay  your  bills...  or  your  brother— he’s  a  nice 
guy,  but...  With 3afe  [hrbor jjerviee*: 


•  Your  mail  is  forwarded  to  our  special  post  office  box. 

•  We  use  the  latest  technology  to  track  and  pay  your  bills, 
balance  your  accounts,  and  provide  you  with  reports  showing 
you  exactly  where  your  money  is  going. 

•  Your  personal  mail  is  forwarded  on  request. 

•  We  are  always  just  a  toll-free  call  away. 

•  You  can  even  have  your  own  personal  voice 
mail  box. 

•  Other  personal  services  available. 

•  Reasonable  rates,  professional  service. 

Want  to  know  more?  Call  or  write  for  a 
free  brochure. 

5afe  jdarbor  ^erviees 
800-504-SAFE  "3p 

Fax:  510-634-9641  >  “ 

PO  Box  1000 

Knightsen,  CA  94548-1000 


San  Diego’s  Closest  Marina  to  the  Ocean! 


MissioN  Bay  Marina 


•  Slips  up  to  90  ft.  w /hookups  •  Full  service  repair  yard 

•  Shoreside  facilities  &  laundry  •  Network  with  other  cruisers 

•  Office  services  available  •  Cruiser  party  in  November 

•  Friendly,  personal  attention  •  Quiet,  relaxed  atmosphere 


MISSION  BAY 


MARINA 


Cruising  Special  -  $6.50/ft. 

(2  month  limit  for  special  rate  Sept.-Dee.) 

(619)  223-5191 

1500  Quivira  Way,  San  Diego,  CA  92109 
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Discover  the  PDQ  Difference 
Comfort  •  Safety  •  Speed 


Stability 


Fantastic  Opportunity ! 
Dealer  Demo  For  Sale 
Save  Thousands! 


Genesis  Catamarans  •  (415)  898-5006  •  fax  (sioj  232-1963 


SIERRA 

CHILDREN'S  HOME 


ABUSED 
CHILDREN 
NEED  YOUR 
HELP! 


Donate  your  boat  to  support 

SIERRA 
CHILDREN'S 
HOME  , 

Tax  Deductible 

1-800-513-6560 


“Tedrick-Higbee  says  we're  covered" 

BAYRISK  INSURANCE 

TEDRICK-HIGBEE 


The  name  to  remember 
for  insurance. 

800-647-2025 
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HOLIDAY  SPECIAL - 
FREE  SAILING  GEAR 


A  Suit  of  sailing  gear  would  look  great  under  your  tree! 


Stumped  for  gift  ideas? 


How  about  guaranteed  sailing  lessons  from  Club 
Nautique  —  the  West’s  most  award-winning  sailing  school? 
Choose  one  of  the  following  packages  and  we’ll  include  a 
complete  suit  of  Columbia  Sailing  Gear,  gift  wrapped  for 
holiday  giving  —  a  $60  value  —  FREE! 


Package  #1  —  Gift  Certificates  for  sailing  lessons;  available 
in  any  amount.  With  $100  or  more,  FREE  gear  included. 

Package  #2  * —  Basic  Keelboat  Skipper’s  Course;  32  hours 
of  instruction  aboard  24'  sloops  on  San  Francisco  Bay.  Only 
$495  with  FREE  sailing  gear. 

Package  #3  —  30'  Basic  truising  Skipper’s  Course;  64 
hours  of  instruction  aboard  24'  and  30'  keelboats  on  San 
Francisco  Bay.  Only  $795  with  FREE  sailing  gear. 

Call  today.  We’ll  help  you  choose  the  right  package 
and  rush  your  FREE  sailing  gear  to  you  in  plenty  of  time 
for  holiday  gift  giving! 


www.sailors.com/dubnautique 


Club!  Nautique 

1-800-343-SAIL  •  (510)  865-4700 

1 150  Ballena  Blvd.,  Suite  161,  Alameda,  CA  9450 

1-800-559-CLUB  •  (415)  332-8001 

100  Gate  Six  Road,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 


LETTERS 


11  tf CONSTANT  CONCERN  FOR  SAFETY 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Tom  O’Neill’s  November  letter,  in  which 
he  commented  on  cruising  with  a  child  and  the  inadvisability  of 
starting  a  cruise  with  an  already  strained  relationship.  He  mentioned 
that  after  a  year  of  cruising  with  his  wife  and  a  young  daughter,  they 
returned  home  and  his  wife  filed  for  divorce. 

Cruising  can  he's  wonderful  and  exciting  experience,  and  the  size 
of  the  boat  has  little  to  do  with  making  the  trip  exceptional  — 
although  something  in  the  36  to  38  foot  range  would  be  more  to  my 
liking.  Having  made  the  trip  to  and  from  Cabo  San  Lucas,  and  up  into 
the  Sea  three  times  aboard  our  32-foot  sailboat,  I  speak  with  some 
experience. 

Personally,  I  feel  the  greatest  test  of  a  relationship  comes  when  the 
weather  changes.  When  the  seas  become  like  a  washing  machine  or 
the  windspeeds  reach  37  to  50  mph  —  whether  at  sea  or  at  anchor  — 
it  requires  real  teamwork.  Add  to  this  the  constant  concern  for  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  a  young  child,  and  the  stress  can  be  almost 
unbearable  — -  especially  for  a  mother. 

I’d  also  like  to  speak  in  defense  of  Tom  O’Neill’s  wife,  since  I 
doubt  she’d  be  inclined  to  read  or  comment  on  his  letter.  Wendy  fs  a 
delightful  lady,  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  many  of  us  who  knew  the 
O’Neills  that  she  was  an  adoring  wife,  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  of 
giving  up  a  home  to  go  cruising  with  a  3-year-old.  Added  to  this  was 
her  concern  that,  at  least  to  some  degree,  she  was  abandoning  her 
18-year-old  son,  a  very  nice  young  man  who  may  not  have  been 
ready  to  be  completely  on  his  own.  1  know  for  a  fact  that  this  pained 
her  greatly.  , 

I  don’t  think  Tom  is  right  when  he  claims  that  she  "started  the  trip 
not  giving  a  shit."  Wendy  obtained  her  Ham  license  and,  after  living 
aboard  their  30-footer  for  some  time,  was  willing  to  be  a  part  of 
Tom’s  dream  to  cruise. 

My  biggest  disappointment  came  when  I  heard  that  once  again  the 
wife  and  child  had  to  make  the  long  bus  trip  back  to  San  Diego  — 
and  Tom  did,  too!  For  the  money  it  must  have  cost  him  to  hire  a 
delivery  crew,  the  mother  and  child  could  have  flown  home  in  two 
hours!  Had  Tom  ’paid  his  dues'  by  doing  the  'Baja  bash'  north, 
returning  his  own  boat  to  San  Diego,  maybe  then  things  would  have 
turned  out  differently. 

Bea  Todd 
San  Diego 

Readers  —  Oh  boy,  just  what  every  couple  needs,  thecause(s)  of 
their  breakup  dissected  in  Latitude/  It’s  gallant  of  you  to  defend 
Wendy,  Bea,  but  let’s  not  get  any  more  personal  about  this  matter.  As 
for  the  general  points  raised,  we’ve  consulted  the  Wanderer  who,  after 
two  divorces  in  less  than  five  years,  is  something  of  an  expert  on  failed 
relationships. 

1)  Does  boat  size  matter?  "Smaller  boats  are  more  confining,  and 
tend  to  be  slower  and  less  comfortable  in  rough  conditions.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  folks  —  particularly  women  —  are  intimidated  by 
larger  boats  and  prefer  the  cocoon-like  feel  of  smaller  boats.  So  it  all 
depends  on  the  individuals." 

2)  Should  a  couple  go  cruising  if  they  have  a  shaky  relationship? 
"It  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  problem,  but  at  some  point  it  makes 
sense  to  force  the  issue  —  and  going  cruising  will  force  it.  The  one 
thing  that’s  certain  is  that  postponing  the  inevitable  is  not  only  a  bad 
idea,  but  can  be  very  expensive." 

3)  Is  it  a  good  idea  for  daughters  to  go  cruising  with  their  fathers? 
"We’ve  had  so  many  grown  women  tell  us  that  some  of  the  fondest 
memories  have  been  of  the  times  they’ve  spent  cruising  with  their 
fathers  —  in  part  because  it  meant  they  got  so  much  undivided 
attention  from  their  dad,  and  in  part  because  the  adventures  they 
shared  created  a  powerful  bond  between  the  two  of  them." 

In  any  event,  Bea,  we’re  pretty  sure  that  both  Tom  and  Wendy  are 
terrific  people  —  both  the  Wanderer’s  ex-wives  are.  We  wish  them  the 
best  —  whatever  that  may  be. 
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©  SVENDSEN'S 

BOATWORKS  &  CHANDLERY 


TITANIUM  WATCH  BY 


St.  (Doritz 


Solid  titanium  case  on  a  natural  rubber 
strap 

Waterproof  tested  to  330  feet 
Double  display  allows  you  to  see  the  time 
and  date  or  time  and  stopwatch 
simultaneously 
•  Long-life  battery; 
2/4/6  year  warranty 

Hi  ;> 

$79.95 

List  $90.00 


GLASSWARE  BY  STRAHL 


•  A  great  gift  idea, 
back  by  popular 
demand 

•  Guaranteed 
unbreakable  and 
dishwasher  safe 

•  Will  not  craze  or 
discolor  with  normal 
use 

•  Styles  available: 
champaane  flute,  J 
wine  goblet,  14  oz. 
tumbler,  rock  & 
pilsner;  prices  vary 


Pilsner  (pictured)  $8.00 


TITANIUM  ANCHORS  BY 
NAUTICAL  ENGINEERING 

•  Introducing  the  high 

tech  anchor  that  will 
last  forever  ?  *  J 

•  Corrosion  free,  J  J|j| 
maintenance  free,  J  f  '-S’ 
40%  lighter  than  -1  / 
steel 

•  More  strength  per 

pound  than  other  fluke-type  anchors 

•  Talk  with  our  experienced  personnel  for 
help  with  your  anchoring  questions 

20  lb.  $295.00 
30  lb.  $399.00 

Other  sizes  available 


L 


N  E 


FROM 


Usacord 


High  strength  braided 
polyester  dockline  with 
integrated  shock 
absorber 

USA  improved  their  unique  design  by 
placing  the  rubber  closer  to  the  hand- 
spliced  eye 

Whipped  and  heat  sealed  bitter  end 


$19.27  3/8"xl5' 
$24.93  i/2"xi5' 
$34.00  5/8"xl5' 


Happy  Holidays  1 

From  all  of  us 

at  Svendsen's 

Standard  offers  a  full  range 
of  transducers  to  meet  your 
particular  requirements: 
flush  mount  thru-hull  in 
nylon  or  bronze,  bronze 
long  stem  round  or  wedge, 
transom  mount,  and  in-hull 
puck.  Choose  the  model 
that's  right  for  your 
application. 

UNITS  SOLD 
SEPARATELY 
OR  PACKAGE 
PRICING 
AVAILABLE 


Standard 

■®  Communications 


WS50  WIND 
INSTRUMENT 


DS50 

DEPTH 

SOUNDER 


•  Measures  depth  in  feet,  meters  or 
fathoms. 

•  Incorporates  visual  and  audible 
alarms  for  safe  navigation  and  safe 
anchoring. 

•  Uses  microcomputer  technology  for 
accuracy  in  deep  or  shallow  waters 
and  elimination  of  false  readings. 

•  Seven  transducer  options  are 
available. 


•  Computes  and 
displays  both  true 
and  apparent  wind  speed  on  an  inset  digital  LCD. 

•  Wind  direction  in  analog  format  is  dampened  for 
accuracy  to  within  one  degree. 

•  Includes  a  low-drag  precision  anemometer. 

•  VMG  is  obtained  when  interfaced  with  the  SL50. 

SL50  SPEED 
INSTRUMENT 

•  Jumbo  sized  LCD  with  oversized 
digits  shows  speed,  distance,  time 
&  temperature,  all  at  a  glance. 
Features  include:  speed-trend  indicator  arrow,  6- 
digit  resettable  distance  log,  4-digit  resettable  trip 
log/and  5  or  1 0  minute  countdown  timers. 

When  integrated  with  WS50  on  Datalink,  VMG  is 
calculated  and  displayed. 


1851  CLEMENT  AVENUE  /pi  g\\  f-  4}  1  Q  A  C  A  OPEN  TO  SERVE  YC 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501  |3  ■  Uj  ■  "0*13*1  M-F  8-5:30  SAT8-5  SUI 

VISIT  OUR  HOMEPAGE  WEB  SITE  #  http://www.tenthmuse.com/svendsens/svendsens.html 


OPEN  TO  SERVE  YOU 
M-F  8-5:30  SAT  8-5  SUN  9-4 
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Power  In  Tune  With  Nature 


vnnRiniE 

FOUR  STROKE 
OUTBOARDS 

•  2-90  hp 

•  Quietness 

•  Dependability 

•  Fuel  Efficiency 

•  2-yr.  Warranty 

•  Financing  Available 


Extra  long  shafts  now  available  for  sailboats 


mohuS 


caribe^ 

INFLATABLES  V 


Caribe...  Simply  the  best!  Combine 
with  Honda  Four  Stroke  Outboards 
for  durability,  performance  and 
value.  T raditional  models  from  8-16 
ft.  and  RIBs  from  8-22  ft.  with 
Hypalon/Neoprene  construction. 

(5  yr.  warranty) 

For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  the  Owner's  Manual  before 
operating  your  Honda  Marine  product.  Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while  boating. 

Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St.  v 

P.O.  Box  246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 

(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


HONDA. 

GENERATORS  & 
WATER  PUMPS 

8  four  cycle 
•  350  thru  12,000  watt 
0  quietness  &  reliability 


Power 


Equipment 


Nothing  easier. 


2-year  Warranty 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  your  owner's  manual  oetore  operating 
your  Honda  power  equipment.  Connection  of  generators  to  house  power  requires  transfer  device  to 
avoid  possible  injury  to  power  company  personnel.  Consult  a  qualified  electrician. 

Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St.  •  P.O.  Box 246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 

(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 
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Mmy  first  piece  of  hate  mail 

Wow!  My  first  article  —  the  one  about  being  pick-pocketed  in 
Costa  Rica  —  to  Latitude  and  it  gets  published.  To  top  it  off,  we  were 
back  in  California  for  a  visit  and  got  the  September  issue  as  soon  as 
it  came  out.  It’s  a  rare  treat  for  us  to  see  such  a  virgin  copy.  I  must 
admit  to  walking  around  for  a  few  days  with  a  larger  than  normal 
head  and  puffy  chest. 

When  I  opened  an  envelope  that  came  in  the  mail  a  few  weeks 
later  and  read  the  letter  that  started,  "Having  just  read  your  letter  in 
the  September  issue  of  Latitude  38  .  . ."  I  was  feeling  particularly  self- 
important,  as  surely  kudos  were  to  follow.  The  helium  escaped  from 
my  balloon  as  I  continued  reading  and  found  someone  thinks  I’m  not 
a  Pulitzer-caliber  writer  —  but  rather  a  brainless  "moron".  Yikes,  my 
first  piece  of  hate  mail!  Here’s  what  it  said: 

"Having  just  read  your  article  about  Costa  Rica  in  the  September 
issue,  I  felt  compelled  to  drop  you  a  brief  note  and  let  you  know  how 
disgusted  I  am  that  people  like  you  exist.  I  can  on/y  hope  that  some 
day  you  are  subjected  to  the  same  brutalization  that  the  young  woman 
in  your  article  apparently  received  at  the  hands  of  the  police,  and  that 
some  shallow  moron  like  yourself  has  a  reaction  similar  to  yours. 

"Wouldn’t  it  be  easier  for  the  young  woman  to  just  get  a  job?" 
Wouldn’t  it  be  easier  if  you  just  had  a  brain? 

P.S.  Thanks  for  including  the  name  of  your  boat.  At  least  I  can 
avoid  contact  with  you  if  our  paths  happen  to  cross. " 

As  you  can  see  the  letter  is  unsigned  and  the  envelope  only  bore 
a  cancellation  stamp  of  "Seattle".  Apparently  my  detractor  didn’t  want 
to  be  subjected  to  the  same  unnerving  experience  she  so  righteously 
foisted  on  me.’  I  say  'she'  because  a  friend  who  deals  with  this  kind  of 
thing  on  a  professional  level  is  sure  the  letter  was  written  by  a  female 
—  and  added  that  she’s  probably  an  unemployed  social  worker. 

I’m  not  writing  to  start  some  kind  of  tit-for-tat  dialogue  with  this 
person.  My  concern  is  one  of  safety.  This  letter  was  mailed  to  our 
street  address  which  did  not  appear  in  the  article.  The  author  had  to 
go  to  some  effort  to  find  our  address.  I’m  not  suggesting  that  she’s 
going  to  pursue  any  further  retribution,  but  is  it  possible  that  some 
zealot  would  find  something  so  annoying  they  would  do  something 
about  it?  I  thought  Latitude  readers  had  overdeveloped  senses  of 
humor. 

We’re  back  in  Panama  now,  and  just  completed  one  of  our 
original  goals:  transiting  the  Canal.  Every  time  we  return  to  the  States, 
we’re  more  convinced  that  cruising  —  while  fraught  with  all  kinds  of 
nerve-wracking  challenges  —  beats  any  cushy  life  back  in  the  'real' 
world.  Receiving  hate  mail  is  just  one  more  reason. 

Nancy 
Marina  del  Rey 

Nancy  —  We  think  all  of  us  understand  the  'woman’s'  point  of 
view;  that  life  is  unfair,  and  that  we  should  have  compassion  for 
people  whose  lives  aren’t  as  pleasant  as  ours. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  think  the  hate-mailer  is  making  several 
major  assumptions  that  aren't  necessarily  warranted:  1)  Some 
pickpocket  rings  aren’t  engaged  in  the  trade  because  they  are 
desperate,  but  because  it’s  a  great  way  to  make  easy  money.  2)  That 
the  Costa  Rican  guy  was  serious  when  he  said  the  police  might  do 
something  nasty  to  the  female  accomplice. 

Odd,  isn’t  it,  that  the  woman  expressed  no  sympathy  whatsoever 
for  you,  the  victim?  In  any  event,  we  wouldn't  worry  about  it. 

MOUT  OF  SERVICE 

I  don’t  own  a  boat,  don’t  plan  to,  and  honestly  I’m  not  really  that 
fond  of  sailing.  But  1  love  your  publication  and  sure  enjoy  reading 
about  sailing. 

It’s  a  minor  point,  but  as  the  son  of  a  librarian  I  feel  obligated  to 
make  a  correction  to  Jack  van  Allen’s  letter  in  the  October  issue. 
Although  it  may  seem  appropriate  to  associate  Robert  Frost’s  name 
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r  PACIFIC  COAST  CANVAS  > 
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Take  advantage  of  our 
FREE  work  slip  on  the 
water  at  Grand  Marina 


SAIL 


•  Dodgers  that  blend  strength  and  grace . 

•  Racing  sheet  bag  organizers. 

•  Comfortable  waterproof  cockpit  and 
cabin  cushions. 

•  Quick  release  foredeck  jib  bags. 

•  Special  binnacle  and  mainsail  covers. 

•  Gortex  and  Lexan  options. 


2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PLACE 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 

(510)521-1829 

CRUISING 


New  liveaboard  mattresses. 

Solar  panel  implants. 

Sailing  awnings  with  water  collectors 
and  mosquito  netting. 

Hatch  ventilators  and  screens. 

Sailing  hammocks. 

Cockpit  weather  cloths  with  map  pockets 
and  side  windows. 

Locker  organizers  and  tool  rolls. 


Design ,  Service ,  Quality. 


POWER 


•  Bimini  tops  and  enclosures  built 
to  look  good  and  last. 

•  Exterior  Olefin  carpeting. 

•  Delta  screens  and  covers. 

•  Distinct  flybridge  cushions 

•  Trailerable  full  boat  covers. 

•  Largest  fabric  selection. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Weekdays  Noon  -  9:30  pm 

Sat.  1 1 :00  am  -  9:30  pm  Sun  1 1 :00  am-7:00  pm 


YEARS 


;S2®W  ©I? 

ram 


Admission  $7.00,  Children  $3.00 
Seniors  $3.50  weekdays 


Jan  17-26 

COIV  PALACE 
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GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 

Where 
Boat  Loans 
Are  Smooth 
Sailing 

. ,# 


Whether  purchasing  a  new  boat, 
a  used  boat  or  refinancing  an  existing  loan, 
GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 
has  the  right  program  for  you... 

B  GANIS 
CREDIT 
CORP 

Loans  from  $25,000 

1 070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (800)  671  -1 555 

Alameda  -  Boston  -  Ft.  Lauderdale  -  Houston  ~  Newport  Beach 
New  York  -  San  Diego  -  Seattle  -  St.  Petersburg 
Member,  National  Marine  Bankers  Association 


with  the  icy  and  chilling  themes  of  the  Cremation  of  Sam  McGee,  he 
was  not  the  author.  That  honor  falls  to  Robert  Service,  poet, 
adventurer,  gold  hunter,  and  general  drifter. 

There  are  plenty  of  books  to  warm  you  on  cold  winter  nights  by 
the  fire,  but  I  would  bet  that  Service’s  tales  of  the  polar  latitudes  have 
no  equal  in  bringing  a  boreal  chill  to  the  most  overheated  tropical 
cruiser!  v 

Ted  Hull 
Oakland 

' 

U  It  WRONG  PLACE  TO  LOOK  FOR  LITERARY  MATTERS 

There  isn’t  a  soul  in  the  country  that  would  look  to  Latitude  for 
literary  matters,  but  as  you  have  always  tried  to  be  accurate,  I  would 
like  to  correct  a  reference  made  in  the  October  issue.  The  wonderful 
poem  The  Cremation  of  Sam  McGee  was  written  by  Canadian  poet 
Rpbert  Service,  not  Robert  Frost. 

It  just  goes  to  show  that  those  of  us  wintering  out  in  Philadelphia 
read  your  great  magazine  very  carefully. 

Patricia  Dallas 
Philadelphia 

Thanks  to  Ted,  Patricia,  and  all  the  others  who  corrected  the  error. 

UltCHARTERS  IN  THE  SAN  BLAS  ISLANDS 

As  a  resident  of  the  Central  Valley,  the  distance  to  the  Bay  and  my 
work  schedule  have  prevented  me  from  purchasing  my  own  boat.  1 
have  chartered  in  the  usual  places,  but  would  like  to  experience  some 
of  the  areas  that  the  private  cruisers  write  about.  How  can  I  find  out 
about  crewed  charters  in  the  San  Bias  Islands?  Mexico?  Or  the 
Channel  Islands? 

Some  cruisers  do  intermittent  charters.  How  does  one  find  out 
about  them? 

Michael  Ward 
Visalia 

Michael  —  About  the  only  way  to  charter  in  the  San  Bias  Islands 
is  on  a  private  yacht  that  takes  on  paying  passengers.  Usually  it  would 
involve  a  boat  just  passing  through,  as  it  would  be  hard  to  base  out  of 
the  San  Bias.  Just  so  you  know,  it  might  not  technically  be  legal,  and 
some  boats  that  advertise  might  not  have  charter  insurance. 
Nonetheless,  it’s  probably  your  only  hope  for  that  area.  We  suggest 
you  keep  reading  our  World  of  Chartering  and  the  Classy  Classifieds 
for  possible  leads. 

The  only  major  legal  bareboat  operation  in  Mexico  remains  The 
Moorings  out  of  La  Paz.  From  time  to  time,  private  boats  have  also 
advertised  charters  in  these  pages.  These  have  usually  been  illegal 
deals,  so  the  more  they  advertise  the  more  chance  they  have  of 
getting  caught.  But  snagging  'privateers'  doesn’t  seem  to  be  a  big 
concern  in  Mexico  right  now.  We’ve  also  been  told  that  if  all 
arrangements  are  made  in  the  States,  it’s  legal  to  do  such  charters  in 
Mexico  —  but  we  wouldn’t  count  on  it.  From  time  to  time  there  are 
also  crewed  yachts  that  charter.  These  usually  cater  to  groups,  and 
because  Mexico  wants  such  a  huge  cut,  are  pretty  dear.  The  situation 
may  be  changing,  however. 

it’s  possible  to  take  bareboats  to  the  Channel  Islands  from  a 
number  of  harbors  in  Southern  California.  Most  of  the  operations  are 
relatively  small,  so  they  don’t  advertise  much.  Going  ashore  at  the 
Channel  Islands  is  severely  limited,  so  you  may  want  to  factor  that  in. 

JiflFUN  WITH  TRAILERBOATS 

I’m  writing  this  as  a  warning  to  all  ’trailer-sailor’  readers.  On 
October  19,  my  friend  Larry  and  1  decided  to  join  a  San  Jose  Sailing 
Club  outing  to  Santa  Cruz  and  Monterey.  We  towed  my  MacGregor 
25  sailboat  to  Santa  Cruz  Small  Yacht  Harbor,  put  the  boat  in  the 
water,  and  set  sail  to  Monterey  on  a  clear  day  with  5  knots  of  wind. 

About  an  hour  later,  the  wind  picked  up  to  15  knots  and  the  waves 
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OWN  A  SUP 

THE  BEST  INVESTMENT 
IN  BOATING  TODAY! 

Own  your  own  slip, 
save  money  and  earn  equity. 

Save  1  /3  of  your  rental  cost 
when  you  own  your  own  boat  slip. 

Let  us  show  you  how! 


< 


Own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
and  enjoy  big  tax  savings  as  a  slip  owner. 

\l/  * 

1  The  only  marina  on  the  Bay  with  FEE  SIMPLE  dockominium  ownership. 
1  Excellent  berth  financing.  Slip  Repurchase  Guaranty  available. 

_\ly_  . 

i  Ask  about  our  special  "Rent  to  Own"  plan. 


(510) 

428-0505 

3300  POWELL  ST 
EMERYVILLE 
CA  94608 


COMPETITIVE 
RENTAL  RATES! 

1  Rental  rates  from  $5.25  to  $5.75/ft. 

\l/ 

I  The  perfect  location  -  in  the  heart  of  the  Bay. 

I  Modern  shower  and  laundry  facilities, 
i  Yacht  Club  and  yacht  brokerage. 
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Letters 


ONE 

SOURCE 

SAILS 

FORCE 

Leech  &  Rudiger  Sails  is  the  West  Coast's 
one  stop  sail  shop,  combining  the  talents  of 
two  of  the  Bay  Area's  most  knowledgeable 
sailmakers  -  Jim  Leech  and  Mark  Rudiger. 

•  Custom  designed  sails  for  your  boat,  using  the  latest 
CAD/CAM  sail  design  software. 

•  All  sails  built  from  best  quality  U.S.  sail  cloth  to 
ensure  maximum  longevity  and  performance. 

•  Built  in  the  "Superloft",  a  certified  facility 

with  the  highest  manufacturing  standards  attainable. 

•  All  sails  laser  cut,  the  latest  in  sail  cutting  technology. 

•  Local  full  service  loft  for  easy  alterations  and  fast 
repairs. 

LEECH  &  RUDIGER  SAILS 

AGENTS  FOR 

0  NEILPRYDESAILS 


QUALITY  PRE-OWNED  SAILS 
from 

NEW  LIFE 


67  Libertyship  Way  •  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
Fax  (415)  331-6282 


415  •  331  •  6275 


were  more  like  8  to  9  feet.  My  boat  is  tender,  so  we  reefed  the  main 
and  put  up  the  small  jib.  After  another  hour,  the  wind  picked  up  to  20 
knots,  creating  breaking  waves  that  slammed  into  the  side  of  the  boat. 
We  took  the  jib  down  and  1  got  seasick.  Deciding  this  was  no  place  for 
a  MacGregor  25,  we  used  the  VHF  to  alert  other  members  of  the  club 
that  we  were  heading  back  to  Santa  Cruz. 

Back, in  the  harbor  about  1600,  I  backed  my  pick-up  truck  and 
trailer  down  the  ramp  tp  retrieve  my  boat.  Once  the  boat  was  loaded 
onto  the  trailer,  I  pressed  on  the  truck’s  accelerator.  But  instead  of  the 
truck  and  the  trailer  going  up  the  ramp,  they  slid  back  even  further 
down.  The  Santa  Cruz  Harbor  ramp  is  very  steep,  and  the  weeds  on 
the  concrete  ramp  make  it  very  slippery.  Anyway,  my  truck  cabin 
began  filling  up  with  water,  so  I  got  out.  Larry  jumped  out  of  the  truck 
bed,  and  we  both  swam  to  shore.  The  truck  and  the  trailer  slid  down 
the  ramp  until  the  entire  truck  was  three  feet  underwater!  Once  we  got 
to  shore,  I  looked  back  to  see  my  boat  'anchored'  to  my  submerged 
truck! 

I’m  no  fool,  so  before  backing  my  truck  and  trailer  down  the  ramp, 
I  noticed  how  steep  the  ramp  was  and  took  precautionary  measures. 
I  moved  the  outboard  and  other  heavy  items  from  the  stern  of  the 
boat  do  the  truck  bed,  making  the  boat  lighter  and  putting  more 
weight  on  the  back  wheels  of  the  truck.  I  also  had  Larry  ride  in  the 
back  of  the  truck. 

In  any  event,  our  nice  day  of  sailing  out  of  Santa  Cruz  had  become 
a  nightmare,  as  my  truck  was  underwater  and  we  were  both  wet  and 
cold.  Bruce  Cline,  the  Deputy  Harbormaster,  came  by  and  suggested 
we  contact  North  County  Recovery  &  Towing  Company,  a  salvage 
company  with  'a  diver  that  specializes  in  this  kind  of  stuff.  We  did. 
Then  some  fellow  sailor  cut  the  line  securing  my  boat  to  her  'anchor', 
and  pulled  the  boat  to  a  nearby  dock.  As  we  waited  for  the  diver, 
Cline  told  us  that  the  slippery  ramp  swallows  about  10  to  12  vehicles 
every  year!  So  my  warning  is  to  not  attempt  to  launch  or  retrieve  your 
trailer  boat  from  Santa  Cruz  Harbor  unless  you  have  a  four-wheel 
drive  truck  or  a  truck  with  an  electric  winch. 

Dave  the  diver  finally  showed  up,  and  after  a  couple  of  dives 
located  the  truck  and  attached  a  towing  cable.  1  had  to  rent  a  truck  to 
tow  my  boat  back  to  San  Rafael,  and  my  insurance  company  later 
wrote  off  my  truck.  When  I  arrived  home,  my  dear  wife  Dina  —  who 
hadn’t  heard  about  the  events  —  asked,  "Did  you  have  a  fun 
weekend  sailing  in  Santa  Cruz?" 

P.S.  The  Santa  Cruz  Harbormaster’s  Office  was  very  professional 
in  handling  the  situation  —  maybe  because  they  get  lots  of  practice. 

•  They  called  the  salvage  company,  and  made  sure  my  truck  didn’t  leak 
any  gasoline  or  oil  into  the  harbor.  And  the  towing  company 
completed  the  salvage  job  quickly  so  no  boats  were  damaged  by  my 
submerged  truck. 

Naftuli  Furman 
Sof-Sof  Yellow,  MacGregor  25 
Fairfax 

Naftuli  —  Thanks  for  the  warning.  By  their  very  nature,  most 
ramps  are  going  to  be  both  steep  and  slippery.  As  such,  it’s  usually  a 
good  idea  to  carry  a  length  of  cable  so  you  can  pull  the  boat  out 
without  having  to  back  the  truck’s  back  wheels  down  onto  the 
extremely  slippery  slime. 

UNACHIEVABLE  DREAMS  REGARDLESS  OF  AGE 

After  20  years  of  long  range  and  mostly  singlehanding  cruising  — 
including  nearly  two  circumnavigations  —  I  feel  reasonably  qualified 
to  speak  about  the  attitudes  people  around  the  world  have  toward 
cruising  sailors.  By  the  way,  most  of  my  passages  were  made  in  my 
late  60s  and  early  70s,  and  the  purpose  of  them  was  to  make  the 
statement  that  "us  old  guys  ain’t  dead  yet". 

People  all  over  the  world  have  been 'good  to  me.  They’ve  helped 
me  financially,  with  equipment,  and  even  done  physical  work  for  me. 
Their  attitudes  have  been  simply  marvelous,  and  they’ve  made  the 
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•  T-shirts . $14.95 

•  The  new  'Jane  Bag'.  Our 

signature  tote  bag.  Each 
is  one  of  a  kind,  made 
from  classic  sails . $60 

•  Original  duffel  bags . 

. $35-$45 

•  Ditty  bags . $10 

•  Small  Dacron  duffel ..  $25 

•  Gift  Certificates 

*  NEW  SAILS  * 

WINTER  DISCOUNTS 
NOW  IN  EFFECT 


SAILM  AKERS 


QUALITY  ALWAYS  WINS  (415)332-2510 


465  GATE  5  ROAD,  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965  (Above  West  Marine)  Hours:  M-F:  8:30  -  4:30  Sat:  9  -  noon  or  by  appt. 


*'{ 


(QEBBSTEAJL,  EM  J&-  BA \Y 

"Will  I  learn  celestial  if  I  take  one  of  the  new 
courses  from  Ocean  Navigator  that  teach  me  how  to 
use  the  Celesticomp  navigation  calculator? " 

Yes,  you  will.  But  in  our  one-day  celestial  class  we 
teach  you  first  how  to  navigate  without  electronics.  Then  we 
teach  you  to  use  the  Celesticomp  at  our  special  day  of 
sextant  training,  which  is  free  to  everyone  who  has  taken  our 
one-day  class.  That's  right,  two  days  of  celestial  training  for 
the  price  of  one. 

Celestial  in  a  Day  does  more  than  teach  navigation,  it 
shows  you  the  right  sextants,  navigation  books,  and  plotting 
tools. 

Join  us  for  an  eight-hour,  non-stop  seminar  learning  to 
navigate  by  sun  and  stars  to  any  point,  on  any  ocean. 
Previous  confusion  left  at  the  dock. 

The  price,  $125  for  the  day,  lunch  included,  aboard  the 
S.S.  Jeremiah  O'Brien.  Classes  limited  to  ten  students,  so 
sign  up  now. 

Saturday,  January  11 
Saturday,  January  25 
Saturday,  February  8 

J 

Call  Celestial  in  a  Day  now!  (415)  546-9320 

595  Market  Street,  Suite  2450,  San  Francisco  94105. 


OYSTER  POINT 

MARINA 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 


NEWLY  EXPANDED!  IDEALLY  LOCATED! 

■  MARINA  SERVICES: 

BERTHING:  600  berths  from  26-60  ft. 

GUEST  DOCK  &  BERTH:  Available  at  300  per  foot  per  night 
PARK/OPEN  SPACE:  Approximately  33  acres  of  park  and 
open  space  with  trails  and  promenades 
SWIMMING  BEACH:  2.5  acres  of  beach 
FISHING  PIER:  A  300'  concrete  fishing  pier 
LAUNCH  RAMP:  Two-lane  concrete  ramp  with  parking  for 
70  boat  trailers  and  cars. 

RESTROOMS  AND  HOT  SHOWERS:  Public  restrooms 
and  private  restrooms  with  showers. 


24-HOUR  SECURITY 


PUMP-OUT  FACILITY :  Located  on  the  fuel  dock 
CABLE  TV 

•  SUMMIT  MARINE  SERVICES  (415)  873-2500  • 
CHANDLERY  •  DRY  STORAGE  •  HAUL-OUT  •  BOAT  REPAIR 
FUEL  DOCK:  Both  regular  and  diesel 

I  CANVAS  SHOP:  Custom  and  repair 

•  OYSTER  POINT  MARINA  INN  BED  &  BREAKFAST 
(415)737-7633 

•  OYSTER  POINT  YACHT  CLUB  (415)  873-5166 


For  information  call  415/952-0808 
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SEABREEZE 

L  i  m  i  d  JLdf 

Holiday  Gift  Headquarters 


Nautical  Books 
Sail  &  Power  Seamanship 
Racing  Techniques/Tips 
Cruising  Adventures 
Coffeetable  Classics 
History  &  Fiction 
Cruising  Guides 
Cookbooks 
Navigation 


And  Lots  More 

Jewelry 
Galleyware 
Lighthouses 
Navigation  Tools 
Boating  Calendars 
Barometers  &  Clocks 
Marine  Sculptures  &  Art 
Cruising  &  How-To  Videos 


...and  when  you  just  can't  decide... 

Gift  Certificates! 

BIGGEST  NAUTICAL  SELECTION 
ON  THE  WEST  COAST! 


1254  Scott  Street  Tele:  (619)  223-8989 
San  Diego,  CA  92106  Fax:  (619)  223-9099 

Open  Mon.  -  Sat.  10  to  6,  Sun.  10  to  4 

Mail/Telephone  Orders  and 
Most  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


ft Johnson 


Largest  Johnson  inventory  in  Northern 
California  -  ON  SALE  NOW! 

Complete  Line  of  Small  Saltwater 
Satlboat/Dinghy  Engines 

Long  Shafts  •  High  Thrust  •  Alternator 

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts 

Small  Dinghies 
Tenders 

Aluminum  &  Fiberglass 

"We  buy  and  sell  used 
boats  and  motors" 

-  call  for  latest  arrivals  - 


The  West  Coast's  # 1  Boston  Whaler  Customer  Service  Dealer! 

THE  OUTBOARD  MOTOR  SHOP 

2050  Clement  Avenue  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  865-9500 


hardships  that  I’ve  endured  worth  it. 

But  helpful  attitudes  aren’t  unique  just  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Patrick  Adams  and  Bay  Riggers  in  Sausalito  have  given  me  profes¬ 
sional  quality  rigging  work  —  that  goes  without  saying.  But  Adams 
and  the  others  have  also  demonstrated  a  sympathetic  attitude  to 
those  of  us  who  devote  ourselves  to  worthy  causes  and  who  believe 
it’s  important  to  &e  a  participant  rather  than  just  a  spectator. 

I  want  to  publicly  thank  Bay  Riggers  for  putting  the  making  of  a 
few  bucks  second  to  helping  an  individual  put  out  a  message  that 
others  need  to  hear.  That  message?  "The  goal  is  in  the  going,  and  our 
dreams  are  achievable  regardless  of  our  age  or  infirmity  —  if  we  but 
believe  and  make  the  effort." 

David  B.  Clark 
Mollie  Milar 
Pittsburg 

« 

UffHOAX  DISTRESS  CALLS 

Please  find  the  attached  article  that  was  published  in  the  local 
newspaper  this  past  week.  I  thought  that  you  and  your  readers  might 
finest  interesting. 

Man  Who  Cried  Wolf  Gets  Prison 

A  series  of  fake  distress  calls  made  over  marine  radio  frequencies 
earned  a  Sarasota  man  18  months  in  a  federal  prison.  Peter  Zawacki, 
57,  of  1251  Fourth  St.,  Sarasota,  was  sentenced  Thursday  in  Tampa’s 
U.S.  District  Court  after  pleading  guilty  in  July  to  making  six  false 
distress  calls  to  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard.  Zawacki  reportedly  made  the 
calls  to  the  Cortez  Coast  Guard  station  between  January  7  and 
February  4,  each  time  saying  a  boat  either  was  sinking  or  in  distress 
in  Sarasota  Bay. 

During  one  call,  he  said  his  own  sailboat  was  sinking.  Another  time 
he  said  bodies  were  floating  in  the  water.  Coast  Guard  officials 
responded  each  time  and  found  nothing.  In  February,  when  Zawacki 
called  again,  Coast  Guard  officials  had  begun  to  suspect  the  calls  were 
false.  Officers  with  the  FCC  were  standing  by  and  were  able  to  trace 
Zawacki’s  radio  transmission.  It  turned  out  Zawacki  was  transmitting 
from  a  radio  on  his  dining  room  table  in  his  home  near  Sarasota  Bay. 

During  the  sentencing  hearing  in  Tampa  on  Thursday,  Petty 
Officer  Second  Class  Catherine  Gross  testified  that  she  and  her  crew 
were  placed  in  danger  while  responding  to  one  of  Zawacki’s  calls. 
Gross  testified  that  she  navigated  a  Coast  Guard  rescue  boat  by  radar 
in  dense  fog  through  the  Intracoastal  Waterway  in  search  of  a  vessel 
believed  sunk  with  two  adults  and  four  children  aboard. 

Having  been  a  sailor  for  the  past  30  years,  I’ve  always  been 
reassured  by  the  knowledge  that  the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
Coast  Guard  are  ’out  there'  on  the  other  end  of  the  VHF,  ready,  able 
and  willing  to  provide  assistance  when  conditions  are  at  their  worst. 
Because  of  their  willingness  to  go  in  harm’s  way  for  the  sake  of 
others,  I  find  the  idea  of  someone  needlessly  putting  these  people’s 
lives  at  risk  for  a  'joke'  to  be  particularly  obscene.  This  is  especially  so 
since  their  response  to  a  false  alarm  may  cost  the  life  of  someone 
genuinely  in  distress.  More  than  one  seaman’s  life  has  been  lost,  1 
understand,  due  to  delays  caused  by  hoax  distress  calls.  Accordingly, 
I  find  it  particularly  gratifying  to  know  that  at  least  one  perpetrator  of 

such  hoaxes  will  spend  the  next  18  months  in  federal  prison  _ 

although  that  hardly  seems  quite  long  enough. 

As  long  as  I  have  taken  the  time  to  write,  I’d  like  to  address 
another  subject  concerning  the  Coast  Guard  that  I  have  found 
bothersome  —  the  diatribes  concerning  boardings  and  safety 
inspections.  These  tirades  all  seem  to  overlook  one  essential  fact,  that 
the  Coast  Guard  is  a  military  organization  that  gets  its  marching 
orders  from  Washington.  Accordingly,-  the  local  Coasties  have  no 
choice  but  to  follow  orders. 

The  recreational  yachting  community’s  opinion  not  withstanding, 
our  courts  have  ruled  that  boardings  are  legal  as  our  laws  are 


Page  40  •  •  December,  1996 


Looking  for  the  Ultimate  Offshore  Cruiser? 


Let  Horizon  Steel  Yachts  build  you  the  solid,  comfortable  and  affordable  yacht  you 
need  to  safely  venture  beyond  the  Gate  or  across  the  oceans  of  the  world.  Horizon 
Yachts,  with  more  than  22  years  of  steel  boat  construction  experience,  is  proud  to 
introduce  its  innovative,  newly-designed  50-foot  pilothouse  cutter.  Like  its  forerun¬ 
ners,  the  Horizon  50  offers  a  durable,  incredibly  strong  steel  hull  for  safe  and  secure 
passage-making. 

But  what  is  safety  without  comfort?  The  panoramic  pilothouse  protects  its  crew 
from  wear-and-tear  while  offering  a  horizon-to-horizon  view  of  your  surroundings. 
Moreover,  the  Horizon  Yachts  "base  boat”  construction  allows  you  to  define  the 
above  and  below  deck  requirements  to  match  your  unique  cruising  needs  for 
stowage,  efficiency  and  comfort. 

The  best  news?  You  don't  need  to  surrender  your  cruising  kitty.  Horizon  repre¬ 
sents  a  cruiser's  best  choice  for  durability,  sailability  and  comfort  for  the  dollar!  We 
believe  in  keeping  quality  high  and  costs  low. 

Sailaway  Price  $248,000  -  Serious  inquiries  only 

Contact  Jake  at  (604)  826-0025  or  fax  (604)  820-0904 


LOCATED  AT  SIERRA  POINT 


(Brisbane  Marina), 


BRISBANE  MARINA 
WITH  EASY  ACCESS  TO 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 


PROTECTED  WATERS 

COME  IN  AND  INSPECT  OUR 
MODERN  FACILITIES. 

SLIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE  TO  66FT. 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
OUR  HARBORMASTER'S  OFFICE 
AT  (415)583-6975 


♦  Deep  we!!  marked  entrance 

♦  Private  restroom  k  showers 

♦  All  concrete  construction 
r  security 


From  No.  or  So 


on  Hwy  101  take  the  Sierra  Pt. 
Pkwy  Marina  Blvd.  exit. 
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Hood 

Sailmakers 
From  Fiber 

r 

to  Finish 


Hood  takes  the  complete  approach  to  sailmaking, 
beginning  with  cloth  and  ending  with  you.  In  between 
is  a  sophisticated  system  of  computer-aided  design 
programs  linked  to  laser  cutting  and  refined 
manufacturing.  We  guard  against  breakdown  at  sea 
or  on  the  race  course  by  making  and  using  our  own 
hardware  for  extra  strength  and  dependability.  The 
final  details  of  each  sail  is  hand-finished  by  highly 
skilled  crafts  people  who  care  as  much  about  your 
sail  as  you  do.  No  shortcuts  are  ever  taken  in  the 
creation  of  your  sails. 

The  quality  of  Hood  sails  is  controlled  from  the  first 
to  the  final  hand  stitch.  Our  cloth  is  designed  and 
manufactured  exclusively  for  the  specific  purpose  - 
your  sails.  Hood  is  the  only  sailmaker  who  can  offer 
you  this  guarantee  of  quality  and  the  experience  of 
forty  years  in  sailmaking.  For  these  reasons.  Hood 
sailmakers  remains  the  most  trusted  name  in 
sailmaking. 

RACING  SAILS  •  CRUISING  SAILS  •  REPAIR  SERVICE  •  CONSULTATION 


DUTCHMAN1 


HOOD 


SAILMAKERS 


:)  Mrnft 


respar 


tea* 


Call  Robin  Sodaro 

(415)  332-4104 

Fax  (41  5)  332-0943 


(300)883-7245 

466  Coloma  St.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 


LETTERS 


currently  written.  Until  our  laws  are  changed,  the  Coasties  have  no 
choice,  and  are  in  a  no-win  situation.  That  being  the  case,  the  best 
place  to  lodge  our  complaints  is  with  our  legislative  representatives  — 
not  with  the  local  Coast  Guard  station  chief  or  crew  —  and  certainly 
not  with  some  soaking  wet  ensign  or  CPO  bouncing  around  in  a  rigid 
inflatable. 

Until  the  laws  ate  changed  —  and  they  certainly  will  be,  although 
perhaps  at  a  tortuously  slow  pace  —  it  would  seem  that  the  best 
policy  for  yachties  is  to  try  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  situation  by 
cooperating  with  the  Coasties. 

Although  we  disagree  on  how  to  react  to  the  boardings,  I  would 
like  to  say  thanks  for  Latitude.  Since  reluctantly  leaving  the  Bay  Area 
for  Southern  California  in  1985,  and  then  to  Florida  in  1992,  Latitude 
has  allowed  us  to  keep  track  of  friends  and  events  at  home.  Besides, 
our  old  issues  have  been  gleefully  received  on  other  boats 
everywhere. 

R.  Scott  Kearney 
Mello  Belle,  Cal  2-29 
Richmond  YC,  Alamitos  Bay  YC,  Bradenton  YC  (FL) 

R.  —  It  seems  to  us  that  Mr.  Zawacki’s  last  name  says  it  all.  You 
haue  to  be  missing  a  few  sail  slugs  to  get  your  kicks  from  hoaxes  such 
as  that. 

Incidentally,  it’s  wrong  to  give  mariners  the  impression  that  the 
Coast  Guard  can  bail  them  out  of  all  situations.  If  we  remember 
correctly,  it  was  back  in  '82  when  the  crew  of  a  sailboat  sinking  off  the 
Marin  Headlaqds  called  the  Coast  Guard  to  send  help.  The  Coastie  on 
duty  solemnly  informed  the  skipper  that  no  help  could  be  sent  out  in 
such  awful  conditions.  His  last  bit  of  advice  was  that  the  skipper  and 
crew  try,  even  though  they  were  miles  offshore  in  the  winter,  to  swim 
to  shore.  They  didn’t  make  it.  The  men  and  women  of  the  Coast 
Guard  frequently  go  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  save  civilian  lives, 
but  they  can’t  do  the  impossible. 

As  for  the  Coast  Guard  boardings,  you’re  correct,  the  Coasties  are 
in  a  no-win  situation.  Either  the  Department  of  Transportation  or  the 
Coastie  brass  has  given  their  troops  a  foolish  policy  to  follow.  It  is  the 
responsibility  of  all  of  us  who  appreciate  freedom  and  liberty  to  make 
sure  the  top  brass  gets  the  message  that  we’re  not  standing  for  such 
stuff.  Public  indignation  got  the  lunatic  Zero  Tolerance  /  Zero 
Intelligence  policy  reversed,  and  the  same  can  be  done  with  the  latest 
nonsense.  But  don ’t  take  the  resistance  too  seriously,  as  it’s  the  policy, 
not  the  people,  we’re  fighting. 

You  and  some  others  recommend  we  protest  to  our  elected 
representatives.  What  kind  of  political  fairyland  are  you  living  in?  If 
you  want  a  representative’s  attention,  you’d  better  have  plenty  of 
money  and/or  power.  For  regular  folks,  'alternative  methods'  are  the 
only  option.  And  what’s  this  "make  the  best  of  a  bad  situation" 
business?  Why  settle  for  crappy  government? 

Ml  MAY  NOT  COME  HOME  AGAIN 

My  enclosed  subscription  is  something  of  a  sad  move  for  me,  as  it’s 
an  admission  that  I  might  never  come  home  again. 

For  years,  I  picked  up  my  copy  of  Latitude  at  a  local  West  Marine 
store  in  the  Bay  Area.  As  a  native  San  Franciscan,  I  thought  the 
center  of  the  universe  revolved  around  the  Bay  and  the  Northern 
California  coastline.  And  that  perhaps  the  only  real  change  in  The 
City  since  my  childhood  was  that  the  racers  coming  off  the  Bay  no 
longer  dried  their  cotton  sails  on  the  Marina  Green. 

My  husband  Tom,  however,  is  a  vagabond,  and  that’s  changed 
everything.  As  soon  as  he  could,  he  decided  to  cut  loose  and  travel 
aboard  Rosie,  our  Nordic  40.  In  the  fall  of  '88  we  sailed  west  under 
the  Gate  and  haven’t  been  back.  We  were  part  of  the  Some  Like  It 
Hot  rally  in  '88,  sailing  to  Cabo  and  then  staying  in  Mexico  for  two 
seasons.  We  returned  to  Southern  California  for  some  boat  work,  and 
then  trucked  Rosie  to  the  Great  Lakes,  where  we  have  sailed  for  the 
past  five  seasons.  
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‘Liaypy  Hofidays 

Mariner  Boat  Yard 

at  Grand  Marina 


CUSTOMER  APPRECIATION 

SPECIAL  ....... 


GIVE  IT  AWAY!! 


FINALLY  MY  WIFE  IS  GOING 


E  HULL W 

ms* 


MARINER  BOAT  YARD 


Where  Service  Has  Meaning 


FEATURING 

ANTIFOULING  PAINT  BY 


(510)  521-6100 
(800)  65-MARINE 


Customjnstatl 

■Bow 

’  Thrusters1'. 


Pete  Van  Inwegen,  Manager 

"I  wanna  give  it  away. . . 
but  my  wife  won't  let  me 
...'til  now." 


Located  @  the  foot  of  Grand  Street,  Alameda,  California 


UlUiJcM 


SAVE 

10%  at 

Richmond 
*Boat 

W<>rk§ 

v. 

Bottom  Line 
Discount  Offer! 

Save  1 0%  Off 
your  Total  Yard  Bill 

By  Making  Reservations 
for  Your  December,  January 
or  February  Haulout. 

Fill  out  this  coupon  and  mail,  or  call  to  make  your  reservation. 


I  WISH  TO  RESERVE  TIME  IN  THE  MONTH 

OF _ AT  YOUR  >0%  DISCOUNT  OFFER. 

I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  WORK  TO  BE 
COMPLETED  ON  MY  BOAT: 

□Keel  □Hull  ODeck  □Structural 

□Rigging  □Hardware  □Engine  □Electrical 

□  Fuel  System  □Custom  Painting 

□  Reefing/  Self-Furling 

□Other _ 

BOAT  NAME _ 

TYPE _  LENGTH _ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE  (_ 


J. 


616  W.  Cutting  Blvd.,  Richmond,  CA  94804 
or  call  Mike  at 

(800)  232-5890 

(510)232-5800  Fax  (510)  232-5914 
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This  year  we  begin  our  trek  to  warm  water,  which  brings  me  to  my 
Latitude  subscription.  My  need  for  my  old  newsprint  and  ink  friend 
was  triggered  by  an  incredible  find  of  the  June  and  July  issues  at 
where  else  —  a  West  Marine  store!  But  this  one  was  in  Buffalo,  New 
York! 

So  we’re  headed  south,  where  the  water  stays  liquid  year  round. 
And  if  I  can’t  comehome,  at  least  1  shall  be  reminded  of  it  by  my 
Latitudes. 

Joyce  Boynton 
Rosie,  Nordic  40 
Annapolis,  Maryland 

Mmy  life  is  boats 

Latitude  is  the  most  expensive  magazine  I  subscribe  to  —  but  it’s 
well  worth  it.  I  became  involved  in  sailing  in  1934,  when  I  bought  a 
14-ft  flat-bottom  sailing  skiff — with  payments  of  $6.25/month.  It  took 
me  forever  to  pay  the  boat  off.  In  '35, 1  made  a  two-day  trip  aboard 
the  Balclutha,  and  in  '36  I  made  a  67-day  passage  on  her.  She  was 
the  Pacific  Queen  back  then. 

The  second  boat  I  owned  was  a  Crosby  18-ft  Seagull,  which  I  kept 
for  52*  years.  She  was  followed  by  the  Atkins  27-ft  schooner 
Buccaneer  in  '40,  which  I  sailed  to  Hawaii  in  '52. 1  came  to  Lahaina 
in  '66  with  my  varnished  ketch  Crescendo  (see  The  Joy  Of  Backyard 
Boatbuilding,  Ox  Bow  Press),  but  lost  her  in  '91  on  the  day  of  the 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

My  life  is  boats,  so  I  found  a  Cal  34  in  pristine  condition  and 
named  her  Moani.  I’m  still  living  aboard  her  in  Lahaina  Harbor. 
There  have  only  been  two  liveaboard  permits  issued  for  the  state  of 
Hawaii  —  other  than  for  Honolulu  —  and  I  have  one  of  them! 

My  Cal  required  a  little  modification  for  living  aboard.  I  built  a 
proper  refrigerator,  for  example,  and  installed  a  four-burner  RV  stove 
with  oven  that  bakes  a  stuffed  11-lb  turkey  with  all  the  trimmings. 
Putting  in  a  propane  stove  raised  the  issue  of  where  to  put  the  tanks. 
The  aft  cockpit  seat  was  a  good  place  to  start,  so  I  cut  it  out  and  built 
an  above-the-waterline  box  with  vents  through  the  transom  for  two 
3-gallon  tanks.  Even  though  I  use  the  stove  nearly  every  day,  the 
propane  still  lasts  me  over  three  months.  I  also  made  room  for  a  600- 
watt  genset. 

In  order  to  accommodate  the  tanks  and  genset,  I  raised  the 
butterfly  hinge  hatches  about  a  foot.  The  old  cushion  still  fits,  and  we 
call  this  spot  'the  rumbleseat'.  With  the  sailing  bimini  up,  it’s  truly  the 
Ijest  seat  in  the  house. 

Ben  McCormack 
Cal  34,  Moani 
Lahaina,  Maui 

Manother  circumnavigation 

We  enjoyed  reading  Latitude  while  participating  in  World  Cruising 
Limited’s  Europa  '94  Around  the  World  Rally  that  covered  27 
countries  and  30,000  miles  in  just  18  months. 

We  plan  on  participating  in  Expo  '98,  another  World  Cruising  Ltd 
event  which  starts  in  Lauderdale  in  February  of  '97  and  finishes  in 
May  of  '98.  Then  we’ll  be  using  the  first  half  of  World  Cruising  Ltd’s 
Millennium  Odyssey  to  bring  us  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  via 
Antarctica. 

If  you’d  be  interested  in  updates  of  our  adventures,  please  let  us 
know. 

Jody  DeHart 
Miss  Muffet 
Fort  Lauderdale 

Jody  —  Of  course,  we’re  interested.  Perhaps  you  could  begin  with 
a  short  piece  on  the  advantages  —  and  disadyantages  —  of  being  part 
of  a  rally.  By  the  way,  please  always  remember  to  include  your  boat 
name,  boat  type,  and  hopefully  a  photo  when  corresponding.  As  it  is, 
we  just  have  to  guess  from  the  line  drawing  that  Miss  Muffet  is  a 


SERVING  ALL  YOUR  CANVAS  NEEDS 

Sole  purveyors  of  canvas  products  to  the  Point  Beach  and  Rowing  Club. 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  Suite  106,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 
At  Brickyard  Cove  Marina 

[California  Custom  Canvas 

(510)  233-7683 


HUNKER  UNDER  A  \ 

HARDODGER  FROM  CCC 

•  Composite 
construction  in 
choice  of  colors 

•  Removable 
polycarbonate 
window  panels 

•  Double-strand 
Gore-Tex  thread 

•  1  1/4"  SS  supports 
available 

•  Aft  handrail 


Bottom  Sidcrs 

Cockpit  cushions, 
the  ultimate  in 
good  looks  and 
durability 


WESTWIND 


Yacht  Care 

415.661.2205 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  AREA  ~  Oil  SPILL  CLEAN  UP 


Westu/md,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  California  Fish  and 
Game,  Oil  Spill  Response  Office  and  GAB.  Robins  Environ¬ 
mental  Inc.  have  been  working,  in  a  coordinated  effort,  on  a 
plan  to  clean  the  Bay,  wildlife,  marinas  and  yachts.  We 
have  put  together  an  environmentally  sensitive  cleaning 
process  that  not  only  removes  the  oil  from  your  yacht,  but 

will  not  damage  the  Bay  any  further. 

* 

Westwind  is  working  directly  with  GAB.  Robins  as  the 
mobile  detailer  for  oil-damaged  yachts.  To  report  a 
claim,  call  1-888-265-8381  and  contact  Westwind 
at  (415)  661-2205  to  save  your  place  on  the  schedule  and 
minimize  any  further  damage. 


Make  This  Somebody's 
BEST  CHRISTMAS  EVER 


WITH  THE  GIFT  OF  SAIL 


Moby  Dink, 
built  by  Hess  Marine 

ROWING  VERSION 

$1,395 

SAILING  VERSION 

$2,195 


With  $200  Factoy  Rebate  on  Rowing  Version 
With  $300  Factory  Rebate  on  Sailing  Version 


MAR 


THE  CRUISER'S  CHANDLERY 
32°  43' 01"  N  1 1 7°  1 3'  50"  W 


MEXICO  DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Contact  via  marine  SSB  fax, 
letter  or  phone. 

We're  experts  at  getting  stuff 
to  you  in  Mexico. 


2804  Canon  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  (619)  224-2733 


Fax  (619)  224-7683  Open:  M-F  8-5:30  •  Sat.  9-5  •  Sun.  9-4 

V  ’  Cruisers'  Net,  Ch.  68.  from  8:30  am  weekdays:  WHX369 
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m; WHALE  POINT 


tk.  A 


MARINE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


DECEMBER  SPECIALS 


CAPTAIN  LAMP 

Holland  Yacht  Equip. 


Solid 
brass 
Ceiling 
plate 
included. 

Uses 
kerosene 
or  lamp 

oil. 

List  $149  95  •  NOW  $99.00 


MAGELLAN  GPS 

NEW  LOW  PRICES! 

GPS  2000  •  Handheld 
100  waypts*  $149.95 
GPS  3000  •  Handheld 
200  waypts  •  $249.95 
GPS  Meridian  XL  •  Handheld 
200  waypts  •  $299.95 
GPS  DLX-10  •  Handheld 
1000  waypts  •  $599.95 
GPS  NAV1200XL  •  Fixed  unit 
200  waypts  •  $329.95* 

GPS  NAV6500  •  Chart  plotter 
500  waypts  •  $995.00 


EVINRUDE 

Outboards 

•  Short  shah 
w/ rope  start 
from  2hp  to 
300hp 

•  Long  shah 
for  sailboats 

EvmmiDEi 


BAY  AREA  PRICES! 


HIGH  SEAS 

Foul  Weather  Gear 


;/v-p 


Abrasion  resistant 
nylon  fabric  w/PVC 
waterproof  coating, 
taffeta  lining  storm 
flaps  over  double 
slider  zipper. 

Jacket  •  List  $120 

NOW  $69.95 

Bib-Pants  •  List 
$100.00 

NOW  $49.95 


FORCE 


SEASON  CLOSE-OUT 

NOW  40%  OFF 

B8Q'S  &  ACCESSORIES! 

40%  off  list  price  •  In  stock  items  only 


TAYLOR  Fenders 


NOW  40%  OFF 

Ltd.  Lifetime  warranty. 


BOAT  SHOES 

Sebago  Schooner  Boat  Shoe 

Handsewn, 
leather,  rubber 
sole,  brown 

List $86®  •  NOW  $59**’ Qty.  ltd 

Douglas  Gill  4^ 
Deck-Tech 

Leather,  non-slip  sole,  ' 
washable  insole 
List  $80®  . 

NOW  $59** 


'/s 


STERNS 

Cold  Weather  Gloves 


Adjust, 
wrist 
strap  for 
great  fit  • 
Rugged 
"Sharkskin" 
3mm  thick¬ 
ness  for  warmth,  pro¬ 
tection  &  durability  (wet-suit  type) 

List  $29.95  •  NOW  $  1 9.95 


64  Railroad  Avenue  ■  Point  Richmond 

(510)  233-1988  ■  Fax  233-1989 

Mon  -  Sat  9AM  -  5  PM  «  Wed  9AM  -  6  PM 
Sun  10  AM  -  4  PM  ■  Closed  on  Thursday 
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Bowman  57. 

For  our  readers’  information,  the  Expo  '98  Round  the  World  Rally 
starts  from  Lauderdale  in  February  of  '97,  and  after  a  route  that 
includes  the  Galapagos,  the  South  Pacific,  and  South  Africa,  ends  in 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  25,000  miles  and  15  months  later. 

The  Millennium  Odyssey,  which  will  also  be  World  Cruising  Ltd’s 
fourth  Around  the  World  Rally,  has  three  different  starting  and 
finishing  points,  and  a  number  of  different  routes.  You  can  either  start 
from  Jerusalem  or  Greenwich,  England,  in  the  summer  of  '88,  or  Fort 
Lauderdale  later  that  year.  From  Fort  Lauderdale,  boats  can  either 
take  the  'cold  route'  around  the  Horn,  or  the  'warm  route'  through  the 
Panama  Canal.  Don’t  be  an  idiot,  take  the  warm  route.  Later,  they 
have  the  option  of  sailing  across  the  South  Pacific  or  up  to  Japan, 
Hong  Kong  and  Asia.  Depending  on  when  and  where  you  start,  your 
circumnavigation  may  end  at  Rome  in  April  of 2000,  or  June  of 2000 
in  San  Diego. 

For  details  on  either  of  these  events,  contact  World  Cruising  Ltd  at 
Box  165,  London  WC1B  3XA  England  or  E-mail  them  at 
106034.3010@compuserve.com.  There  fax  is  +44  171  831  0161. 

It’s  amazing,  isn’t  it,  how  many  people  come  back  for  a  second  oi 
third  circumnavigation? 

II  ft  QUICK  DIAGNOSIS  AND  REPAIR 

While  getting  some  engine  repair  done  at  Ala  Wai  Marine  in 
Honolulu  prior  to  delivering  a  boat  back  from  the  Pacific  Cup,  we 
discovered  that  both  the  SSB  and  weatherfax  were  inoperative. 
Under  the  gun  to  get  the  boat  back  to  the  mainland,  we  needed  a 
quick  diagnosis  and  repair. 

The  folks  at  Ala  Wai  Marine  directed  us  to  Oceantronics,  Inc., 
which  is  located  near  the  West  Marine  store  by  Keehi  Marine.  When 
we  got  there,  owner  Fritz  Armstrong  and  repairman  George  Bond 
rapidly  diagnosed  the  problems,  giving  us  a  free  fix  on  the  weatherfax 
and  a  reasonable  overnight  repair  on  the  SSB  microphone.  This 
allowed  us  to  keep  to  our  schedule. 

P.S.  In  addition  to  their  great  service,  Oceantronics  also  carries 
and  impressive  array  of  killer  mahi  mahi  lures! 

Ron  Gazzano 
Orinda 


^CONFIDENCE  IN  CASCADE  POTATO  CHIPS 

Does  it  seem  that  the  fear  of  liability  lawsuits  is  affecting  almost 
,  every  aspect  of  our  day-to-day  lives?  When  we  read  classic  accounts 
of  cruising  voyages  by  the  famous  couples  of  the  '60s,  70s  and  '80s, 
rarely  do  we  encounter  mention  of  legal  problems  associated  with 
cruising.  So  why  is  it  that  every  product  in  the  United  States  is 
tempered  with  disclaimers  to  prevent  a  lawsuit? 

We  just  completed  a  two-week  delivery  of.our  recently-purchased 
Bristol  Channel  Cutter  from  her  former  home  in  Semiahmoo, 
Washington,  to  Vallejo.  We  cannot  begin  to  express  our  relief  at  being 
back  in  the  Bay  Area,  where  we  can  count  on  prevailing  winds, 
sunshine,  and  warmth. 

Our  only  problem  during  the  coastal  cruise,  besides  Pacific 
Northwest  weather,  was  with  charts  —  or  shall  we  say  the  lack  of 
them.  We’d  borrowed  what  we  thought  was  a  complete  set  from  my 
father,  who  had  made  the  reverse  trip  several  years  before.  But  when 
we  got  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  River,  I  found  we  were  missing 
the  charts  for  about  240  miles  —  is  there  much  more?  —  of  the 
Oregon  coast?  What  to  do? 

We  started  by  piecing  together  a  discontinuous  image  of  the 
coastline  using  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  the  various  ports  for 
which  we  had  large  scale  charts.  One  of  these  includes  Cape  Blanco, 
which  juts  out  from  the  coast.  We  felt  we  could  sail  safely  to  the 
southwest  as  long  as  there  weren’t  'other'  Cape  Blancos,  but  we  didn’t 
have  an  overall  chart  on  which  to  check.  Or  did  we? 

Suddenly  1  remembered  that  bags  of  Tim’s  Cascade  Potato  Chips 
had  outlines  of  both  Washington  and  Oregon.  I  jumped  down  to  the 


SPARCRAF1 


is  proud  to  announce 

its  new  Bay  Area/Northern  California  representative 

Cameron  International 

"Professional  Yacht  Management  &  Consulting" 


SPARCRAFT - 

•  Custom  carbon/alum,  rigs 

•  Carbon  spinnaker  poles 

•  Performance  Series  (Kenyon) 

•  Ocean  Series  (ISOMAT) 

•  Pneumatic  Vang  systems 

•  Snap  schackes 

•  One  designs:  J/35,  J/24,  Etchells 

•  In  house  anodization  & 
powder  coat 


Cameron  International 

•  Standing  &  running  rigging 

•  Power  &  Yacht  maintenance 

•  Electrical  service  8c  system 
installations 

•  Commissioning 

•  Dockside  service 

•  Rig'inspections/tuning 

•  Insurance  work/repairs 

•  Fully  insured 


For  further  information  or  to  discuss  your  current  boating  needs 
contact  Peter  Cameron  or  Andrew  Whittome  at 

(510)530-5277 

"When  quality  and  service  counts" 


This  boat  smells  foul.” 


“Quite  so,  sah.” 

“Call  the  Coast  Guard!  Call  the  Marines!  Something’s  amiss.” 
“Might  I  suggest  SeaShine  Bilge  Cleaning  Service,  sah?” 
“Who  the  bloody  hell  are  they?” 

“Specialists,  sah,  in  dirty  bilges.” 

“Dirty  bilges?  Good  Lord,  are  you  suggesting  ...” 

“Indeed,  sah.  It  happens  to  the  best  people.” 

“Well,  in  that  case,  without  delay.  Call  Sea  Foam,  Sea  Mist...” 
“SeaShine,  sah,  SeaShine  Bilge  Cleaning  Service.  Right-o.” 


SeaShine  Bilge  Cleaning  Service 

CALL  UZI  BROSHI  AT  510  4  28  2522 


BOAT 


# 


RESTORATION 


LICENSED  AND  INSURED  FOR  HAZARDOUS  WASTE  REMOVAL 

“And  James.  Another  scotch.”  “The  20  year,  sah,  or  the  30?” 


dftex  (ifvtistnuvy  Cfjfisfuvte  &jcf>£dUiatv>, 

•  Dec.  27-31:  Advanced  Coastal  Cruising  Certification,  sailing  from 
Monterey  to  Santa  Bajrbara  with  a  stop  in  the  Channel  Islands.  $795/pp 

•  Jan.  3-7:  Bareboat  Charter  Certification  while  cruising  and 
exploring  the  Channel  Islands.  $595/pp 

•  Jan.  10-14:  Northbound  Advanced  Coastal  Cruising  Certification, 
harbor  hopping  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Monterey.  $795/pp 

NEW:  Advanced  Coastal  Navigation  course  for  SSB, 
weatherfax,  radar  and  Advanced  Coastal  Navigation. 
Limited  space  remains  ~  Call  today! 

CSUMB  SAILING  PROGRAM 
FAX  (408)  582-4023  •  (408)  582-3716  USJ 

email:  boating@monterey.edu  saiumo 
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Give  Sailing 
for  Christmas 


Sailing  Lessons 


Christmas 

Reg. 

Special 

•  Introduction  to  Sailing 

. $99... 

. $69 

•  Basic  Sailing . 

...$395... 

..$295 

•  Three  Class  Package: 

Basic,  Intermediate 

and  Bareboat . 

$1,435... 

...  $795 

or  for  two . 

V 

...  $595/person 

Club  Membership  Specials 


•  Two  free  months  of  membership: 
Pay  for  12  and  get  14  months 

•  20%  discount  on  pre-paid  boat  usage 


Nobody  Offers  More  Sailing  for  Less.  I 


Sailing  Club  -  Sailing  School 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


Certification 

System 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove  •  e-mail:  tradwinds@msn.com 
)  SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  34  YEARS  ( 
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galley,  and  there,  in  glorious  red  and  white,  was  the  missing 

information  we  needed!  t 

We  have  since  obtained  the  missing  charts,  along  with  Charlie  s 
Charts,  and  other  chart  guides.  The  one  recurring  theme  we’ve 
noticed  among  the  various  charts  and  guides  are  the  words:  Not  to 
be  used  for  navigational  purposes".  Now  why  would  anybody  buy 
them  if  not  for  navigational  purposes?  We  figure  it’s  a  CYA  cover 
your  ass  —  situation  in  case  somebody’s  boat  hits  a  rock  and  sinks 
but  they  live  long  enough  to  sue  the  publisher,  author,  and/or 
charting  agency.  But  it’s  also  a  cop-out.  Thank  goodness  the  smaller 
potato  chip  manufacturers  have  faith  in  their  product,  for  nowhere  on 
Tim’s  Cascade  Potato  Chips  package  did  we  encounter  that  trouble¬ 
some  phrase  —  and  therefore  we  knew  we  could  have  confidence  in 
the  information  presented. 

Quintin  Hoard  and  Debbie  Sayles 

,  Loonitude 

Grass  Valley 

Quintin  &  Debbie  —  Of  course  the  fear  of  lawsuits  has  affected  all 
of  our  lives,  for  we  live  in  the  age  of  the  proud  —  and  money-hungry 
—  victim,  and  the  lawyer-created  system  of  legal  extortion  which 
makes  being  a  victim  —  and  his/her  counselor  —  so  wildly  profitable. 
Which  is  why  the  Baja  Ha-Ha  will  probably  have  to  be  turned  over  to 
Mexican  sponsorship  and  administration  before  too  long.  Say,  this 
reminds  us  of  a  true  story  told  to  us  by  a  Mexican  friend. 

The  owner  of  a  large  business  in  Cabo  needed  to  have  one  of  his 
employees  — r  a  simple  man  we’ll  call  Jose  —  go  to  San  Diego  to  pick 
up  a  four-wheel  drive  truck  and  bring  it  back.  Being  from  a  rural  area, 
Jose  was  terrified  of  the  United  States,  the  hustle-bustle,  and  of  being 
beaten  by  anti-immigrant  Americans.  His  employer  assured  Jose  that 
he  had  nothing  to  worry  about  because  America  was  not  only  safe, 
but  actually  designed  for  very  stupid  people.  "Jose,"  he  told  his 
employee,  "they  even  have  to  put  out  signs  to  tell  people  when  the 
floor  is  wet."  Jose  didn’t  believe  it,  but  his  boss  eventually  convinced 
him  it  was  true.  Reassured,  Jose  went  to  San  Diego  and  got  the  truck 
without  problem,  and  drove  it  back  to  Cabo. 

The  "not  to  be  used  for  navigation"  disclaimer  on  charts  and  chart 
guides?  They  don’t  put  that  in  to  prevent  lawsuits  but  because  the 
charts  are  truly  not  accurate.  You  want  proof?  Pull  out  Charlies’ 
Charts  for  Mexico,  Mexico  ChartGuide  West,  Baja  Boater’s  Guide, 
and  Boating  Guide  to  Mexico,  and  compare  their  respective  charts  of 
Caleta  San  Juanico.  They  don’t  look  anything  alike,  do  they?  If  that 
doesn’t  cure  you  from  relying  on  them  for  navigation,  compare  their 
charts  oflsla  Isabella.  Terrifying,  isn’t  it? 

In  truth,  we’ve  used  most  all  of  these  guides  extensively,  and  found 
them  to  be  useful  —  if  not  completely  accurate.  We  use  them  as  rough 
thumbnail  sketches  of  anchorages  as  opposed  to  relying  on  them  as 
gospel.  If  we  had  to  put  our  faith  in  one,  it  would  be  John  Rains  and 
Patricia  Miller’s  Boating  Guide  to  Mexico,  because  they’re  both 
professional  mariners  and  because  their  chartlets  all  have  GPS 
coordinates  from  which  to  get  general  bearings. 

M EVERYTHING  SEEMED  PERFECT 

The  head  of  Redwood  City  Spinnaker  Sailing  suggested  that  1 
should  write  to  you  about  my  experiences  on  the  Baja  Ha-Ha.  I  was 
going  to  let  it  slide. 

My  wife  and  1  are  novice  sailors,  but  1  have  completed  the  ASA 
Bareboat  Certification,  and  my  wife  the  ASA  Coastal  Cruising.  We 
own  a  Capri  14.2  that  I  learned  to  sail  on  the  Bay. 

1  submitted  both  our  names  in  Latitude  as  a  couple  available  for 
the  recent  Baja  Ha-Ha.  We  received  no  calls  until  the  last  two  weeks, 
but  then  we  received  several  —  some  not  related  to  that  event.  We 
liked  the  inquiry  that  we  received .  about  10  days  prior  to  the 
departure  date,  and  we  flew  down  to  meet  the  couple  and  see  the 
boat.  The  boat  was  a  Canadian-registered  40-foot  ketch  with  two 
berths  and  two  heads.  Everything  seemed  perfect!  The  one  question 
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FULL  SERVICE  BOATYARD 


%/  Gas/Diesel  Engine  Service 
%/  Electrical  Repair  &  Installation 
%/  Mast  &  Rigging  Repair 
%/  Fiberglass  Blister  Work 
%/  Fi berg  Iasi  &  GelCoat  Repa  irs 
l/  Sandblasting/Painting/LPU 
4/  Towing  Service 


4/  Shipwrights  -  Caulking  &  Carpentry 

4/  Prop  &  Shaft  Work 

%/  Insurance  Work  Welcome 

%/  USCG  Cert.  Welders  -  Steel/Aluminum 

4/  Indoor  Paint  Facility 

•/  Chandlery 

^  "Do-It-Yourselfers"  Welcome! 
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STAUBIJCK  CANVAS  WORKS 

(415)  332-2509 

300  Industrial  Center  Bldg.,  Harbor  Dr.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
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WATERMAKER 

STORE 


VMT 


•  Reverse  Osmosis  Water  Purification 

•  Distributor  of  Village  Marine  Tec  and  Aqua  Pro 

•  Sales  /  Installation 

•  12  Volts  •  110  Volt  •  Engine  Driven 

•  Service  on  All  Brands 

"Your  last  stop  for  safe,  pure, 
clean  fresh  water  from  the  sea. " 


WATCH  FOR  OUR  NEW  DEPARTMENT! 

The  Department  of  Water  and  Power 
VMT  Watermaker/Generator  Combo 
Kubota  diesel  ~  Phasor  Generator 


619-226-2622 

1273  Scott  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 

email:  watermaker@gnn.com 
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that  we  failed  to  ask  was,  "Have  you  ever  had  crew  leave  your  boat 
because  of  a  disagreement?"  We  agreed  to  fly  back  down  from  San 
Francisco  with  our  gear  the  next  week. 

We  arrived  in  San  Diego  on  Friday  before  the  Monday  start.  1  was 
told  the  owner/captain’s  girlfriend  had  gone  to  bed  at  1830  with  a 
migraine.  He  later  told  us  they’d  had  a  disagreement,  and  that  was 
the  real  reason  she’d  gone  to  bed  early.  The  next  day  I  asked  what 
items  needed  to  be  repaired;  the  captain  mentioned  several  things, 
and  we  got  to  work.  Probably  the  most  useful  thing  we  fixed  was  the 
saltwater  foot  pump,  which  had  been  out  of  service  for  over  two 
months  —  even  though  the  boat  had  been  tied  up  in  San  Diego  for 
quite  some  time. 

After  we  departed  San  Diego,  there  was  more  friction  between  the 
captain  and  his  girlfriend.  As  a  result  of  her  being  upset  and  in  tears, 
she  didn’t  attend  the  beach  party  at  Turtle  Bay.  The  skipper  had 
snipped  at  me  a  couple  of  times  on  the  way  down,  but  I  wrote  it  off  to 
his  being  physically  tired. 

There  were  some  other  problems,  too.  The  skipper  claimed  he 
couldn’t  sleep;  nonetheless,  he  slept  over  an  hour  into  his  watch. 
When  he  did  come  on  deck,  he  told  me  that  the  three  of  us  were 
"against"  him,  but  he  would  keep  on  going.  Isn’t  that  what  Captain 
Queeg  said?  1  tried  to  explain  that  we  were  all  trying  to  help,  and 
would  appreciate  hearing  him  say  'please',  'thank  you',  and  give 
compliments  when  something  had  been  done  correctly.  He  didn’t 
reply. 

After  the  party  at  Turtle  Bay,  the  captain  informed  me  that  1  hadn’t 
done  anything  right  the  whole  trip.  This  was  his  third  outburst  at  me. 
When  I  snapped  back,  he  told  me  to  "get  the  fuck  off  the  boat!"  I  told 
him  that  I  would  only  leave  if  he  paid  my  way  back  to  San  Francisco. 
He  responded  by  calling  me  an  "arrogant  American  asshole".  More  on 
that  later.  He  then  said  he  was  going  to  motor  back  to  San  Diego,  and 
instructed  me  not  to  come  up  into  the  cockpit.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  going  to  make  my  life  miserable,  and  turn  the  lights  out  in  30 
minutes. 

The  next  morning,  while  he  was  securing  the  dinghy,  I  asked  him 
if  he  still  intended  to  motor  to  San  Diego.  "You’re  goddamn  right,"  he 
replied.  I  told  him  to  hang  on,  because  another  couple  needed  crew 
on  their  boat,  and  they  might  take  us.  He  said  he  would  ask  them,  but 
he  was  going  to  "tell  them  every  goddamn  bad  thing  about  me."  1 
asked  him  why  he  wanted  to  cut  his  own  throat,  noting  that  the  slog 
back  to  San  Diego  wouldn’t  be  very  pleasant.  I  suggested  that  if  we 
could  join  the  other  couple’s  boat,  he  could  continue  downwind  to 
Cabo  without  us.  He  hopped  in  the  dinghy  and  departed  for  the  other 
boat. 

Much  to  our  surprise,  the  other  couple,  Rich  and  Kathy,  welcomed 
us  with  open  arms.  When  we  finally  got  settled  on  their  boat,  the 
skipper  said,  "I  wondered  how  long  you  could  last  on  that  boat.  The 
original  crew  for  the  Ha-Ha  got  off  at  Crescent  City.  They  told  me 
about  his  mood  swings."  ( 

The  second  couple  was  a  dream  come  true.  Rich,  the  skipper,  is  a 
big-time  racer  who  loves  to  sail  and  to  teach.  It  was  the  first  time  I’ve 
ever  sailed  with  anyone  who  would  say  things  like,  "Let’s  have  about 
two  inches  on  the  main  sheet  and  pull  the  jib  in  about  one  inch  — 
we’ll  see  if  that  gives  us  a  little  better  balance."  We  never  used  the 
motor,  and  flew  the  spinnaker  two  days.  Kathy  was  an  experienced 
sailor,  who  not  only  knew  the  boat,  but  taught  my  wife  how  and  what 
to  cook  under  rough  conditions.  Rich  and  Kathy  are  headed  further 
south,  but  have  promised  to  come  visit  us  in  San  Mateo  when  they  do 
leave  the  boat  in  storage. 

What  about  the  Baja  Ha-Ha?  Fantastic!  It  was  beautiful  out  there 
day  and  night,  and  it  got  warmer  and  warmer  as  we  went  along.  The 
slips  at  Cabo  were  new  and  clean,  and  the  snorkeling  was  adequate. 
The  nightlife  was  great  and  the  prices  very  reasonable.  The  final  party 
on  Saturday  night  was  outstanding. 

Would  I  do  it  again?  Certainly  on  the  second  boat  —  or  on  some 
boat  where  I  knew  the  people.  I  would  not  put  my  name  out  again  to 
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WORLD 


(800)  666-1050 


P.O.  Box  6890  ■  San  Diego,  California  92166 

Annapolis  —  (800|  966-9038  *  Newport  &  Key  West  —  (800)  343-2255 

The  Performance  Sailing  School 


Soon! 


If  you  answered  "yes"  to  either 
of  these  two  questions, 
consider  attending  one  of  our 
courses  this  Spring.  Our  goal 
at  J  World  is  to  make  you  a 
better  sailor;  whether  it  is  on 
the  race  course,  or  learning  to 
cruise.  Traditionally  our  Spring 
season  fills  quickly,  so  we  are 
offering  you  the  opportunity 
to  reserve  classes  now!  By 
making  a  deposit  before 
December  31,1 996  you  will 
not  only  guarantee  yourself  a 
space;  you  will  also  enjoy  our 
current  price  special.  Let 
J  World  help  you  meet  your 
sailing  goals  in  1 997! 
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Certification 
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Dirty  Fuel 


Tank? 


Call  The  Professionals 


PetroClean 


ADVANCED  FLUID  RECLAIMING  SERVICES 


TOLL  FREE 


(888)  999-5959 

(707)  938-5959 


The  Marine  Tank  Cleaning  Experts!! 

Factory  Certified  Technicians  ♦  Insured  i 


2021  Alaska  Packer  Place  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 
Located  @  Grand  Marina  J 


Tttawte  SerwiceA 

Do  you  really  work  all  week  so  that  you  can  come  to  your 
boat  and  work  on  its  plumbing  systems  all  weekend? 

IT  CAN  LEAVE  YOU  WITH 
THAT  SINKING  FEELING 

FRESH  WATER  SYSTEMS 
BILGE  &  SUMP  PUMPS  x 
HOLDING  TANKS 
NEW  HOSES  AND  LINES 
HEADS  REBUILT  AND  INSTALLED 

SANITATION  SPECIALIST 


(510)865-2801 
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WE  PLEDGE  TO  BACK  EVERY  PRODUCT  WE  SELL 
WITH  PERSONAL,  IN-HOUSE  TECHNICAL  SERVICE 


RICH  WILDE'S 


CAL-MARINE 


SALES • 
SERVICE  • 
INSTALLATION  • 


ELECTRONICS  CORPORATION 

(415)391-7550 


PIER  19,  THE  EMBARCADERO 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 
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RADAR  SALE 
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Prices  Starting  at 
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strangers. 

What  about  me  being  an  "arrogant  American  asshole"?  It  was  the 
first  time  I’ve  ever  been  called  arrogant,  but  I  sure  am  proud  to  be  an 
American.  Asshole?  Is  that  a  noun  or  an  adjective?  I  have  to  admit 
that  it’s  not  the  first  time  that  I’ve  been  referred  to  in  such  a  way,  but 
I  think  that  it’s  always  after  I’ve  been  offended  at  least  twice.  I  d 
always  told  my  wife'we’d  name  our  boat  Sandi  if  we  ever  bought  one. 
Now  she  says  it  will  have  to  be  called  AAA. 

Thanks  again  to  the  Poohbah/Wanderer  for  all  his  efforts.  It  turned 
out  to  be  a  great  trip  after  all. 

Patrick  Roberts 
San  Mateo 

Patrick  —  We’re  glad  you  took  the  time  to  write,  as  people  need  to 
know  that  unpleasant  situations  like  that  develop  from  time  to  time. 
We  were  on/y  made  aware  of  one  such  situation  — for  which  we  thank 
the  fleet  —  in  this  year’s  Ha-Ha,  and  that  was  quickly  resolved  to 
everyone’s  satisfaction. 

The  reason  we  prefer  not  to  get  involved  is  that  we  have  no  way  of 
knowing  who,  if  anyone,  is  at  fault.  There  are  lots  of  different  types  of 
people  in  this  world,  all  used  to  doing  things  and  behaving  in  very 
different  ways.  Put  them  together  on  a  small  boat  for  a  couple  of  days, 
add  a  little  fatigue  and  anxiety,  and  it’s  easy  to  understand  why  there 
can  be  conflict.  Heck,  the  first  time  we  sailed  to  Cabo  on  our  boat,  two 
of  our  crew  resorted  to  a  fist  fight!  Both  have  since  sailed  with  scores 
of  other  folks  and  not  had  any  problems.  There’s  just  no  accounting 
for  human  behavior. 

Although  no  guarantee  of  success,  it’s  almost  always  better  to  sail 
with  people  you  know,  trust,  and  have  already  endured  a  little  stress 
with.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  a  number  of  last  minute  pairings 
in  the  Ha-Ha,  and  most  of  them  worked  out  just  fine.  What  to  do  if 
conflict  begins  to  develop  on  a  boat?  Separate,  shut  up,  and  try  to  get 
some  rest. 

1111  BOAT  SWAPPING 

Latitude  has  been  an  invaluable  source  of  information  and 
inspiration  for  my  partner  and  I  as  we’ve  made  our  way  from  the  Cal 
Adventures  dinghy  program  —  a  great  place  to  get  one’s  feet  wet  — 
to  owning  a  beautiful  CS  36.  If  it  hadn’t  been  for  World  of  Chartering, 
for  example,  our  first  charter  trip  would  have  ended  up  at  St.  Maarten 
during  hurricanes  Luis  and  Marilyn  rather  than  the  relatively  benign 
Windward  Islands.  And  we  found  our  dream  boat,  Making  Waves  (ex- 
Roman  Eagle),  in  your  magazine.  Thank  you. 

We  reckon  it’s  going  to  be  another  couple  of  years  before  we  can 
sell  the  ranch  and  cast  off  the  docklines,  but  we  do  have  a  plan  for  the 
interim:  boat  swapping.  Our  insurance  agent  assures  us  our  boat  is 
covered  as  long  as  we’re  not  renting  her  out,  so  I  assume  that’s  a 
fairly  common  feature  of  boat  insurance.  For  starters  we’d  like  to  find 
someone  with  a  comparable  boat  in  the  Puget  Sound  —  although 
we’re  open  to  suggestions  —  who  wouldn’t  mind  flying  to  San 
Francisco  for  a  weekend  shakedown  cruise.  We,  a  family  of  three, 
would  do  the  same  on  their  boat. 

I  can’t  say  enough  nice  things  about  our  boat,  as  she’s  super  cozy 
and  a  great  performer  on  the  Bay.  She’s  berthed  at  South  Beach 
Harbor,  so  swappers  could  do  without  a  car  and  still  get  around  quite 
easily.  The  only  drawback  would  be  having  to  choose  which 
restaurant  to  walk  to  if  you  didn’t  want  to  cook  on  board! 

I  can  be  reached  by  e-mail:  marybon@beveragelaw.com  (I’m  not 
a  lawyer!);  v-mail:  (800)  799-6292;  or  snail  mail:  P.O.  Box  26784, 
S.F.,  CA  94126. 

Mary  Bon 
Making  Waves 
South  Beach  Harbor 

Mthe  rescue  throw  bag 

I  would  like  to  recommend  a  device  to  the  sailing  community  that’s 
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415-331-6703 

Open  7  days  a  week  -  EPA  approved 

FOOT  OF  JOHNSON  STREET .  SAUSALITO .  CA .  94965 


PELICAN  HARBOUR  DRY  DOCK 

PIlQ-WAgEH] 

25  TON  CAPACITY  •  65’  LENGTH 


•  Aussie  Barrier 
Bottom  Painting 

•  Surveys 

•  Through  Hull 
&  Transdusers 

•  Restoration 
&  Repairs 

•  Detailing 
&  Waxing 

•  High  Pressure 
Washing 


Environmentally 

Friendly 


OIL  CLEANUP 


Make  your 
appointment  today! 


Prevent  Oil 
From  Damaging  or 
Staining  Your  Boat 


•  Environmentally 
approved  patented 
water  purification 
system 

•  Fast,  Safe  and  Easy 

•  WILL  NOT  Pollute 
the  Bay 


WHAT  PEOPLE  ARE  SAYING  ABOUT  PELI-WASH 

I  recently  had  my  sailboat  hauled  out  at  Peli-Wash .  The  quality  of  the  work,  the  personal 
attention,  and  the  price  were  excellent.  But  more  than  anything  else  the  expediency 
of  the  job  impressed  me.'  You  truly  can't  ask  for  a  more  convenient  and  comfortable 
environment  in  which  to  haul  you  boat.  The  experience  left  me  "windless". 

-Russell  Joseph  ~  Double  Happiness  ~  Pier  39 
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Why  Do  Serious  Ocean  Racers  Choose  ALPHA  PILOTS? 

Because  For  Over  20  Years  ALPHA  PILOTS  Have  Delivered  The  High  Performance, 
Reliability,  And  Low  Power  Consumption  These  Competitors  Demand! 

Bill  Stange  -  Olson  30  “I  sailed  my  Olson  30  ‘Intense’  in  the  single  handed  TRANSPAC  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  race  using  an 
Alpha  .3000. 1  was  able  to  set  a  new  record  of  1 1 V2  days  beating  the  previous  record  by  1 V2  days.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  critical  to  my 
success.  I  have  used  other  self  steering  systems  but  nothing  offers  the  speed  or  performance  of  the  Alpha  pilot.” 

Dan  Byrne  -  Valiant  40  “I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  the  Alpha  Autopilot  performed  flawlessly  for  the  entire  B0C  round  the 
World  Race.  I  am  in  awe  of  your  device.  It  functioned  continuously  for  thousands  of  miles  without  faltering,  with  barely  discernible 
power  drain  and  with  sufficient  muscle  to  handle  Fantasy  in  gales  of  60  knots  gusting  to  70." 

Hal  Roth  -  Santa  Cruz  50  “My  Alpha  auto-pilot  steered  eighty  percent  of  the  time  during  my  27,597  mile  B0C  Round  the  World 
Race.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  excellent  in  light  following  winds  and  the  Alpha  was  also  good  in  heavy  weather  and  steered  my  ultra  light 
Santa  Cruz  50  on  the  day  I  logged  240  miles  under  three  reefs  and  a  small  headsail.  Just  past  Cape  Horn  I  got  into  a  severe  gale  and 
nasty  tidal  overfalls:  again  the  Alpha  saw  me  through  that  terrible  day.  Like  Dan  Byrne  in  an  earlier  race,  I  stand  in  awe  of  the 
performance  of  your  autopilot.  Not  only  were  it’s  operation  and  dependability  flawless,  but  the  power  demands  were  minimal.” 


A  World  Class  Product  Built  In  The  U.S.A. 

Alpha  Systems  Inc.  1235  Columbia  Hill  Rd.,  Reno,  NV  89506  (800)  257-4225 
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Christmas  Party 
Time  Again 


Join  us  at  our 

CHRISTMAS  OPEN  HOUSE 
BUFFET  LUNCH 

Friday,  December  20, 1996 
12-6  p.m. 

Louis  Martini  Special  Wine  Tasting  at  3  p.m. 
Sadeg  Organic  Olive  Oil  Tasting 

V 

Hogin  Sails  will  be  closed 
December  23rd  through  January  5th 

HOGIN 

SAILS 


In  the  Alameda  Marina  at 
1801-D  Clement  Ave.  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-4388 

Mon  to  Fri  8:30  am  to  5  pm  •  Sat  10  am  to  2  pm 


standard  emergency  equipment  for  whitewater  river  folks:  the  rescue 
throw  bag. 

I’ve  seen  this  item  in  the  West  Marine  catalog,  but  for  some  reason 
I  haven’t  seen  sailors  using  them  much.  We’ve  had  occasion  to  use 
ours  a  couple  of  times,  and  we  were  able  to  get  off  accurate  throws  of 
70  feet.  This  could  be  especially  useful  in  man-overboard  situations, 
where  you  might  not  be  able  to  get  close  enough  to  grab  the  victim  on 
your  return.  I  think  a  sailor’s  life  was  lost  on  the  Bay  a  year  or  two  ago 
for  just  this  reason. 

The  throw  bag  consists  of  a  70-foot  floating  line  that’s  flaked 
snugly  into  a  canvas  bag.  The  end  is  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the 
bag.  Variations  of  the  'throw  bag'  are  available  from  some  local 
sporting  goods  outlets  for  around  $40,  while  Northwest  River  Supplies 
has  a  grand  selection  including  top-of-the-line  models  with  spectra 
line. 

I^.S.  If  you’ve  ever  gone  through  'the  slot'  to  Santa  Cruz  Island  on 
a  typical  summer  afternoon,  I’m  sure  you’re  not  talking  about  Oxnard 
when  you  refer  to  the  "windless  end  of  the  state." 

Peter  Torbox 
Staggers  and  Jags,  Excaliber  26 

'  Oxnard 

Mthere  are  many  right  ways 

I  love  your  rag,  am  looking  forward  to  another  year  of  good 
reading,  but  now  it’s  special  request  time.  Could  the  Wanderer  and 
crew  put  together  a  list  —  with  quips  and  stories  —  of  what  really 
works?  Such  as  your  favorite  bottom  paint,  survival  raft,  SSB,  GPS, 
handheld  GPS,  nav  station  GPS,  watermaker,  roller  furler,  autopilot, 
and  sunscreen? 

And  why  not?  We  all  know  that  for  a  given  job  there  are  a  few 
crappy  products,  many  good  ones,  and  a  few  really  excellent  ones. 
Some  of  us  are  tired  of  re-inventing  the  wheel  when  the  knowledge 
is  out  there.  So  we’re  looking  for  the  opinion  of  the  Wanderer  about 
what  works  and  what  works  really  great ! 

Walt  Neve 
Adios 
Eugene,  Oregon 

Walt  —  These  aren’t  going  to  be  the  definitive  answers  you  were 
hoping  for,  but  they’re  the  best  we  can  do. 

Bottom  Paint:  There  are  different  paints  for  different  purposes.  If 
you’re  interested  in  serious  racing,  for  example,  you’ll  use  a  different 
paint  than  if  you’re  a  casual  weekend  sailor  looking  for  low 
maintenance.  Where  you  sail  makes  a  lot  of  difference,  too.  What's 
best  for  San  Francisco  Bay  usually  isn’t  the  best  for  Martinique.  There 
are  moral  considerations,  too.  Highly  toxic  tin  bottom  paints  that  have 
been  banned  in  the  U.S.  are  still  available  in  foreign  countries. 

The  Wanderer  is  also  a  little  suspicious  of  bottom  paint 
evaluations.  A  long  time  ago,  for  example,  Practical  Sailor  rated 
Baltoplate  bottom  paint  as  being  among  the  worst.  This  was  just  after 
Merlin  set  the  TransPac  record  using  the  stuff! 

In  any  event,  the  Wanderer  makes  his  bottom  paint  choice  based 
on  the  advice  of  local  sailors  and  the  folks  at  the  yard  where  the  boat 
is  hauled.  He  still  hasn’t  found  that  perfect-for-all-purposes-and-all- 
places  bottom  paint. 

Survival  Raft:  The  Wanderer  has  purchased  or  inherited  a  number 
of  different  brand  rafts  over  the  years,  and  out  of  perversity  has 
inflated  most  of  them.  They  all  inflated  like  they  were  supposed  to. 
Upon  inspection,  it  s  always  been  obvious  why  the  less  expensive 
ones  cost  less  —  and  why  they  shouldn’t  be  expected  to  last  as  long 
as  the  more  expensive  ones. 

The  kind  of  raft  you  buy  might  depend  on:  1)  Whether  you’ll  also 
have  an  EPIRB  and,  2)  Whether  you’d  be  sailing  in  warm  or  cold 
water.  No  matter  what  you  buy,  always  choose  a  raft  with  a  rated 
capacity  of  two  more  people  than  you'll  ever  have  on  your  boat,  and 
remember  that  even  the  most  expensive  liferaft  can  quickly  be 
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NEW 

WEST 

COAST 

DEALER 


COM-MC  YACHTS 

20  YEARS  OF  TRADITION,  PRIDE  S  QUALITY 

More  than  4,000  Yachts  Built  and  Cruising  Around  the  World 
Quality  Boats  at  Affordable  Prices 
Complete  Fleet  16*  •  19*  •  23'  •  25'  •  27'  •  35' 


INTRODUCTORY  PRICES  FOR  FOB  SACRAMENTO 


HUNTERik  YACHTS 


SEETHE  NEW  1997  HUNTER 23.5 
$16,890  INCLUDING  TRAILER 

Water  Ballast  -  Provides  stability  w/lightweight  for  trailering 

Mast  Raising  System  ~  One  person  can  raise  and  lower  mast  with  ease 

Full  Batten  Main  ~  Improved  performance 

No  Backstay  ~  Simplifies  rigging,  allows  larger  mainsail 

Huge  roomy  interior  •  Queen-size  berth  aft 

5-year  hull  warranty  •  Includes:  Hunter's  famous  Cruise  Pac 


NAVIGATION  CLASSES 

BEGIN... 

Coastal:  Feb.  5th  •  Celestial:  Feb.  6th 
Pre-Register  Now!  SAVE  15% 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


TRAILERABLES  WITH  TRAILERS 


13' Guppy 

16'  Snipe 

20'  Ranger 

24'  J/24 

13'  Korale  Jr, 

17'  Molly  Catboat 

2T  Balboa 

24'  Venture 

14' Windmill 

17'  Montgomery 

21'  San  Juan 

25'  Lancer 

14'  Satellite 

17'  Venture 

22'  Catalina 

25'  Capri 

14'  Vagabond 

18'  Space  Sailor 

22'  Chrysler 

25'  Catalina 

15'  Montgomery 

18'  Windrose 

22'  Venture 

26'  Clipper 

15'  Coronado 

19'  MacGregor 

23'  Coronado 

26'  Balboa 

15'  Potter 

19'  O'Day  Mariner 

23'  O'Day 

27'  Balboa 

16'  Glen  L 

19'  Compac 

23'  IONA 

28’  Lancer 

16'  International  470 

20'  Santana 

23'  Hunter 

TRAILERABLES 

*  Trailers  *  ,  MULTIHULLS 

WITHOUT 

New  &  Used 

14’  Hobie 

TRAILERS 

16’  Hobie 

1 1 '  Ace  Row  Boat 
27'  Buccaneer 


POWER  BOATS 

’  14'  Lonestar 


161  Prindle 


★  BAY  &  BLUEWATER  BOATS  + 

22 1 

SANTANA,  Delta . 

. $3,995 

27' 

BALBOA,  Grass  Valley... 

...  $15,950 

27' 

CAL  227,  Oakland . 

...$11,750 

32' 

SEAWIND,  Richmond . 

...  $38,750 

33' 

HUNTER,  Lake  Mead . 

41' 

COOPER  416,  Seattle . 

...  $95,000 

LARGEST  DISPLAY  OF  TRAI  LERABLE  SAILBOATS  IN  CALIFORNIA 


CALL  US  FOR 
SAILING 
LESSONS 


StoMafe.  Marine 


COASTAL  NAV 
COURSES 
CALL  FOR 

details 


AND  NAVIGATION  CENTER 

Chandlery  •  Specializing  in  Trailerable  Sailboats  •  Over  50  Boats  on  Display 

Closed  Sundays  and  Tuesdays 

(916)  332-0775  •  Fax  (916)  332-2500 


COM-MC  YACHTS 

4730  MYRTLE  AVE.,  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95841 


•  hunter!^- 
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SJl/L/nC  CLUB 

REDWOOD  CITY 


Spinnaker  Sailing  has  been  teaching  Bay  Area  residents  to 
sail  safely  on  the  Bay  and  around  the  World  since  1980, 

LESSONS  •  CHARTERS  •  CLUB 


AUTHORIZED 
CERTIFICATION 
FACILITY 

Visit  us  at  Redwood  City  Yacht  Harbor 
Next  to  Charley  Browns  Restaurant, 


AMERICAN 

SAILING 

ASSOCIATION 


TheMoorings- 

The  best  sailing  vacations  in  the  world  start  here! 
Let  us  help  you  book  your  next  sailing  vacation, 

SCHEDULED  CLUB  TRIPS  FOR  1997 

St.  Martin  •  April  30  •  May  12 
Tahiti  •  September  7-19 
B.V.I.  •  December  3-15 

Call  for  FREE  BROCHURE 

(415)363-1390 

WWW.SPINNSAIL.COM 


THE  CITY'S  COMPLETE  30  AND  40  T0N 

yacht  repair  center  80  Tqm  dry  dock 


835  China  Basin  St.  •  Foot  of  Mariposa,  San  Francisco  •  CA  94107 
(415)  626-3275  or  toll  free  (800)  626-1662 


LETTERS 


destroyed  through  abuse  and/or  lack  of  maintenance. 

SSB  radios:  Most  recently,  Big  O  has  been  equipped  with  an  /COM 
SSB  radio  that  can  also  legally  be  used  on  ham  bands.  It’s  been  a 
great  radio,  although  the  microphone  crapped  out  just  before  crossing 
the  Atlantic.  The  temporary  replacement  was  a  SEA,  which  had  legal 
ham  bands  and  also  worked  extremely  well.  Some  of  us  preferred  the 
ICOM  display,  others  the  SEA. 

'Fixed'  GPS:  The  GPS  in  Big  O’s  nav  station  is  a  Star  Pilot.  You 
can  tell  how  old  it  is  by  the  fact  we  paid  nearly  $2,000  for  it  when  it 
was  new!  It  doesn’t  have  all  the  latest  features,  but  it  tells  us  where  we 
are,  does  waypoints,  shows  crosstrack  error,  and  all  the  stuff  that 
seems  essential  to  us.  Some  folks  claim  that  one  brand  or  the  other  is 
the  most  intuitive  to  use,  but  we’re  not  qualified  to  comment. 

On  a  recent  trip  to  Cabo,  the  Wanderer  had  the  chance  to  fool  with 
a  Garmin  GPS  with  electronic  charts.  The  coolest  thing  about  it  was 
that  you  could  define  waypoints  with  a  cursor  in  about  half  a  second. 
But  we  wouldn’t  be  the  least  bit  surprised  if  many  other  brands  didn’t 
have  similarly  great  features. 

Handheld  GPS:  The  Wanderer  has  a  Garmin  45  that  worked  great 
from  San  Francisco  to  Turkey.  He  hasn’t  used  other  brands,  but  has 
hearcl  good  reports. 

Watermaker:  Big  O  has  had  110-volt  models,  35  gallon/ day  12- 
volters,  and  80  gallon/day  12  volters  —  but  none  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  The  110-volt  model  meant  the  generator  had  to  be  run, 
and  it  was  very  noisy.  The  35  gallon/day  didn’t  make  enough  water. 
The  80  gallon/day  was  also  very  noisy  and  worked  poorly  or  not  at  all 
because  of  an  inadequate  pump.  In  all  fairness,  we’ve  been  getting 
lots  of  letters  in  praise  of  the  models  the  Wanderer  didn’t  have  good 
luck  with. 

Furler:  Over  the  years,  the  Wanderer  has  stuck  with  the  same 
major  brand  roller  furling  system.  He  refuses  to  identify  it,  because  he 
believes  that  other  major  brands  are  probably  just  as  good  if  not 
better. 

Autopilot:  Big  O  is  equipped  with  a  24-year  old  Benmar  Cetac.  It 
takes  a  few  minutes  to  get  the  old  beast  dialed  in,  but  when  you  do  it 
steers  a  straight  course.  Most  modern  autopilots  have  many  more 
features,  but  the  Wanderer  isn’t  about  to  rip  the  functional  old  one 
out.  When  racing  his  Olson  30  singlehanded,  the  Wanderer  doesn’t 
use  an  autopilot.  That’s  neither  smart  nor  competitive,  but  neither  is 
the  Wanderer. 

Sunblock:  The  Wanderer  doesn  ’t  use  sunblock  because  he  hates 
,  the  slimy  feel  of  it,  which  nonetheless  1 )  Further  demonstrates  his  lack 
of  intelligence,  and  2)  Explains  the  big  blister  on  his  lower  lip. 

The  Wanderer  knows  it  will  make  him  sound  like  an  industry  shill, 
but  during  Big  O’s  15,000-mile  trip  from  California  to  Turkey  and 
back  to  the  Caribbean,  the  only  two  gear  problems  he  remembers 
were:  1)  The  watermaker,  which  he  believes  was  caused  by  an 
inadequate  pump,  and  2)  the  BBQ,  critical  parts  of  which  simply 
didn’t  stand  up  to  the  marine  environment.  A  lower  shroud  and 
backstay  were  replaced,  but  those  were  because  of  old  age.  In  reality, 
the  major  damage  was  caused  by  operator  error.  The  Wanderer,  for 
example,  shredded  both  gennikers  as  a  result  of  foolishly  carrying 
them  in  too  much  wind  —  after  having  been  warned  about  it! 

Virtually  all  the  marine  gear  the  Wanderer  has  had  installed 
properly  and  maintained  regularly  has  worked  extremely  well.  And 
that’s  the  truth. 

MSHE  HAD  TO  BE  INEXPENSIVE 

I’ve  been  asked  if  I  thought  my  Ericson  29  —  which  1  sailed  in  the 
last  Ha-Ha  and  then  down  to  Panama  and  the  Caribbean  —  made  for 
an  acceptable  cruising  boat.  Were  I  even  five  years  older  and  a  few 
thousand  richer,  my  answer  would  probably  be  'no'.  She  has  limited 
range  on  her  tired  Atomic  4,  no  shower,  po  radar,  no  propane  stove, 
no  refrigeration  and  lacks  a  litany  of  other  comforts.  Further,  her 
relatively  small  size  and  moderate  displacement  means  she  bounces 
and  tosses  quite  a  bit  in  a  blow. 
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F or  the  look  that  says  built-in. 

Not  bolt-on. 


How  integrated  can  a  wheel  autopilot  be? 

Take  another  look! 

The  Autohelm  ST  4000’s  unique  integrated 
design  banishes  exposed  belts,  cables,  and 
cockpit  clutter  forever.  It  fits  easily  and  perma¬ 
nently  onto  the  wheel,  giving  you  the  look  and 
feel  of  an  inboard  autopilot. 

Autohelm’s  advanced  electronic  intelligence 
gives  you  the  ST  4000’s  big  boat  performance 
using  either  the  control  keypad  or  the  optional 
remote  control.  > 


Using  SeaTalk,M  or  NMEA 
0183,  the  ST  4000  is  totally 
compatible  with  Autohelm 
instruments  and  navigation 
equipment  so  there’s  room 
to  expand. 

We  also  offer  the  ST  3000  with 
the  same  advanced  electronics 
and  our  time-tested  external  4 
drive. 


Send  for  our  catalog  or  talk  to  your  Autohelm 
dealer  today. 


Autohelm  and  SeaTalk  are  registered  trademarks  of  Nautech  Limited, 


Raytheon  Marine  Company 
676  Island  Pond  Road 
Manchester,  NH  03109-5420  USA 
TEL  (603)  647-7530 
FAX  (603)  634-4756 


Raytheon  Electronics 


Autohelm 
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Cruising  Specialists 

1-888- 78-YACHT 


‘93  Crealock  44  by  Pacific  Seacraft  —  This  rare  passage  maker 
(the  only  one  for  sale  on  the  planet)  is  in  Bristol  condition  and  ready 
to  cruise  anywhere.  Replacement  value  over  $500,000.  Motivated 
owner  has  reduced  price  to  $379,000. 

Other  quality  pre-cruised  yachts: 

‘90  Hunter  37 . > . $65,000  78  Cal  34 . $38,500 

‘92  Hunter  30 . 39,900  ‘80  Islander  Bahama  30.  23,900 

‘89  Catalina  30 .  34,500  ‘86  Hunter  28.5 . 23,000 

'82  Catalina  30  .  22,500  ‘91  Catalina  28  .  39,950 

Want  to  sell  your  cruising  yacht  fast?  Call  us  today! 


1120  Ballena  Blvd.,  Alameda,  CA  94501 


(510)  5205544  §  MX  (510)  521-6677 


•  The  boat  was  super  and  the 
personnel  at  the  Moorings  base 
were  outstanding;  they  die 
everything  they  could  to  make 
our  stay  a  great  one.  We  feel  so 
fortunate  to  have  discovered 
The  Moorings  years  ago. 


Gene  Dewey  •  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  •  Moorings  510,  Tonga 

No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Qlifomians  Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moonngs  Charter  Yacht. 
Call  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


TheMoorings* 


Caribbean  •  Mediterranean  •  South  Pacific 


Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 
From  $710  per  person.  Call  for  details. 


However,  given  my  relative  youth  and  limited  budget,  the  boat 
had  all  the  things  she  needed  to  cruise  —  and  even  many  of  the 
things  I  wanted.  The  'need'  list  was  as  follows:  sound  hull,  reliable 
rigging,  plenty  of  good  sails  in  a  range  of  sizes,  oversized  ground 
tackle,  an  engine  that  ran,  GPS  and  current  charts,  depth  and  knot 
log,  autopilot  and  windvane,  stereo,  icebox,  comfortable  bunk, 
reliable  dinghy,  arid  back-ups  and/or  replacements  for  99%  of  the 
above.  Finally,  she  had  to  be  inexpensive  enough  so  that  I  could 
afford  a  beer  or  two  along  the  way. 

I’ve  since  found  that  solar  showers  work  fine,  especially  since  I  was 
usually  anchored  away  from  the  crowd  or  in  a  marina  that  provided 
showers.  I  haven’t  felt  that  I’ve  needed  refrigeration  or  radar, 
although  I  envied  those  cruisers  who  had  them.  I  don’t  have  a 
windlass,  but  can  retrieve  my  anchor  by  hand  —  even  when  anchored 
in  100  feet  of  water.  A  friend  suggested  that  pulling  up  the  anchor 
after<being  rested  wouldn’t  be  a  problem,  but  deciding  whether  or  not 
to  re-anchor  after  dropping  the  hook  at  the  end  of  an  exhausting 
passage  would.  With  this  in  mind,  I  was  always  very  careful  about 
where  I  anchored.  Oh  yeah,  I  didn’t  have  a  life  raft  or  back-up  GPS 
either,  but  would  have  liked  to  have  had  them.  A  dodger  would  have 
been  a  godsend! 

The  'want'  list  that  I  did  have  included  a  sun  awning,  snorkel  and 
windsurfing  gear,  lots  of  CDs,  and  fishing  gear.  I  also  hoped  the 
engine  would  run  well.  I  was  fortunate.  We  motored  65%  of  the  miles 
between  here  and  Panama,  and  that  Atomic  4  ran  great.  Once  I  was 
in  the  Caribbean,  I  rarely  had  to  use  the  engine  except  when  around 
marinas  and  anchorages.  My  one  solar  panel  kept  the  batteries 
charged  nicely. 

My  Ericson  handled  well  on  all  points  of  sail,  was  comfortable  at 
anchor,  proved  to  be  seaworthy,  and  was  inexpensive  enough  so  that 
1  could  leave.  These  are  the  main  things  that  make  a  boat  acceptable 
as  a  cruiser.  I’d  rather  be  in  Panama  aboard  my  Pipe  Dream  than  in 
Sausalito  aboard  a  Swan.  I  admit,  however,  that  I  look  forward  to 
working  up  to  a  larger  cruising  'yacht'  for  my  next  trip. 

P.S.  The  October  photo  of  Lena  the  cat  aboard  Flicka  sent  my  dog 
Aero  into  conniptions.  Bob  and  Georgi  Samuelson  spent  some  time 
in  Clipper  3  before  heading  south,  which  gave  Aero  and  Lena  a 
chance  to  date  for  awhile,  but  they’ve  since  lost  touch. 

Ben  Doolittle 
Pipe  Dream 
Sausalito 


Man  intellectual  experience 

Several  months  ago  I  sailed  offshore  for  the  first  time.  It  was  a 
magical  experience  for  me.  With  the  starry  sky  above  and  an  ocean 
of  phosphorescence  below,  I  felt  as  though  the  boat  was  suspended 
mid-universe. 

Even  though  there  were  two  of  us,  we  had  plenty  of  opportunities 
for  solitude.  It  was  a  simple  life  pared  down  to  the  essentials:  sailing, 
sleeping,  and  eating.  The  sky,  the  sea,  and  the  wind.  Ever  since,  I’ve 
wanted  to  experience  the  simplicity,  purity  and  harmony  with  nature 
again. 

What  I  plan  to  do  now  is  sail  offshore  in  a  strong  but  basic  small 
boat,  and  circumnavigate  the  globe  using  only  a  compass,  sextant, 
charts,  and  lead  line.  No  autopilot,  no  radio,  no  GPS,  no  other 
electronics.  Oh  yes,  and  no  engine. 

I  believe  that  technology  often  interferes  with  the  purity  of  our 
experience.  In  attempting  to  make  our  lives  easier,  we  succeed  in 
making  them  more  complicated.  From  sailors  we  become  machine 
operators,  and  the  voyage  becomes  an  intellectual  experience  rather 
than  a  spiritual  challenge. 

Eventually  I’d  like  to  see  rallies  where  speed  is  not  the  issue,  but 
where  top  honors  would  go  to  the  simplest  boat  and  the  most  skilled 
navigator.  Maybe  from  an  Age  of  Information  we’d  be  able  to 
advance  to  an  Age  of  Wisdom.  But  that’s  in  the  future. 

By  my  example,  I  hope  to  encourage  silence,  simplicity,  self- 
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Cash  Cows 


Do  you  know  what  these 
boats  are  doing? 

If  you  answered  “sailing,” 
you’re  only  half  right.  They’re 
also  making  money  for  their 
owners  by  chartering  out  to 
certified  skippers  when  their 
owners  aren’t  using  them. 

The  Hunter  29.5  shown 
below  is  the  most  popular  charter 
boat  on  San  Francisco  Bay  by  a 
significant  margin.  It’s  so  popu¬ 
lar,  it  out  earns,  dollar  for  dollar, 
boats  that  cost  twice  as  much! 


The  young  family  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  page  is  enjoying  the 
new  Hunter  336.  This  mid-size 
record  setter  has  a  cockpit  that’s 
larger  and  more  comfortable  than 
any  40  footer  we  know  of  and 


sports  an  interior  with  two  private 
staterooms,  6’ 6”  headroom,  a  galley 
to  delight  the  most  finicky  chef,  a 
full-size  chart  table  and  a  spacious 
saloon. 

The  new  Hunter  376  below 
received  the  coveted  “Category  A  - 
Oceqn”,  rating  from  the  International 
Marine  Certification  Institute  and  is 
the  new  workhorse  of  the  offshore 
charter  fleet.  It  is  available  in  two  or 
three  stateroom  plans,  sleeping  7-9. 

All  three  of  these  Hunter  models 
have  been  designed  to  stand  up  to  the 
rigors  of  sailing  as  much  as  180  days 
a  year  in  our  rugged  San  Francisco 
Bay  and  California  coastal  condi¬ 
tions.  Their  solid  construction  and 
easy-to-service  engineering  have 
gained  them  the  #1,  #2  and  #3  top 
dollar  earning  positions  in  the  bare¬ 
boat  charter  business. 

Club  Nautique,  the  home  of  the 
Hunter  models  shown  here,  can  help 
you  achieve  the  same  results  as  the 
owners  of  these  boats.  Right  now,  the 
club  has  openings  for  the  models 


shown  (and  other  sizes)  in  its 
Alameda  and  Sausalito  charter 
bases.  Now  you  can  own  a  new 
Hunter  and  with  Club  Nautique’s 
help,  charter  it  out  to  certified 
skippers  when  you’re  not  using  it 
yourself.  By  using  the  positive 
cash  flow  to  accelerate  the  loan 
payoff,  you  could  own  your  new 
Hunter  free  and  clear  in  as  little 
as  five  years!  And,  as  a  boat 
owner  in  the  Club  Nautique  fleet, 
you  receive  free  boat  use,  free 
sailing  instruction  and  all  the 
other  membership  benefits,  at  no 
cost  to  you. 

For  complete  details  and  a 
free  income  and  tax  savings 
analysis  customized  to  fit  your 
personal  situation,  call  today. 
Openings  are  limited. 


Cruising  Specialists 

t-888- 78-YACHT 


Ericson  •  Hunter  •  J eanneau  •  Mainship  Trawlers  •  Pacific  Seacraft 

Yacht  Sales  1  Service  •  Financing  •  Insurance  •  Leasing  •  Licensed  Yacht  Brokers 
1120  Ballena  Boulevard,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (510)  521-5544  •  FAX  (510)  521-6677 
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Nautical 
Books  &  Gifts 

for  the  Holidays 


Here's  a  sampling  of  the  thousands 
we  have  to  choose  from... 


CRUISING  GUIDE  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAYby  Carol  &  Bob  Mehaffy. 
The  first  complete  guide  to  marinas,  yacht  clubs  &  anchorages  in  & 
around  the  Bay.  Includes  history,  wind,  weather,  tides  &  currents,  and 
a  description  of  each  destination,  the  approach,  anchoring,  berthing  & 
facilities  available.  Over  100  charts  &  photographs  are  included  in  this 
excellent  cruising  guide.  $24.95. 

STORY  OF  THE  AMERICA 'S  CUP  1851-1995-  This  superb  volume  with 
text  by  Ranulf  Rayner  and  paintings  by  Tim  Thompson  depicts  dramatic 
scenes  from  every  match  since  1851,  to  New  Zealand's  overwhelming 
win  in  1995.  There  are  maps  of  the  courses  and  line  illustrations  of  every 
competing  yacht.  A  book  to  be  treasured  by  all  who  love  sailing.  $50.00. 
BEST  OF  THE  BEST  by  Francis  Kinney  &  Russel  Bourne.  A  rich  compi¬ 
lation  of  descriptions,  histories,  plans  &  photographs  of  the  most  cel¬ 
ebrated  yacht  designs  by  the  most  important  naval  architecture  firm  of 
this  century,  Sparkman  &  Stephens.  $75.00. 

YELLOW  ADMIRAL  by  Patrick  O'Brian.  The  long-awaited  18lh  novel  in 
the  Aubrey-Maturin  series  sees  Aubrey's  fortunes  on  land  declining,  as 
are  his  prospects  with  the  Admiralty.  His  exploits  at  sea  turn  sour,  and 
in  1 814  peace  breaks  out,  however  he  is  ordered  to  Gibraltar  as  Napoleon 
has  escaped  from  Elba.  O'Brian  must  surely  be  the  true  heir  of  Jane 
Austen.  $24.00. 


THE  WOODEN  BOATby  Joe  Gribbins.  An  informative  and  splendidly 
photographed  book  showcasing  a  variety  of  traditional  small  boats, 
classic  sailing  &  power  yachts,  classic  speedboats  and  replicas.  The 
author's  lifelong  passion  and  knowledge  is  apparent  throughout.  A 
lovely  book.  $27.50. 

BOATOWNER'S  MECHANICAL  &  ELECTRICAL  MANUAL  -  Nigel 
Calder's  expanded  and  updated  2nd  edition  on  how  to  maintain,  repair 
&  improve  all  of  a  boat's  essential  systems.  Hundreds  of  detailed 
illustrations,  troubleshooting  charts  &  tables  written  in  an  extremely 
user-friendly  manner.  If  we  could  have  only  one  book  on  board. . .  this 
would  be  it.  604  pages,  650  illustrations.  $49.95. 

AND,  OF  COURSE,  WORLDWIDE  CHARTS  &  CRUISING  GUIDES. 


Other  Great  Ideas: 

Calendars  •  Christmas  Cards  •  Posters 
Nautical  Brassware  •  Ship  Models  &  Half  Hull  Models 
Gift  Items  •  Nautical  Software 


MAIL  & 
PHONE 
ORDER 
SERVICE 


WE  SHIP 
ANYWHERE 


42  Caledonia  Street,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 


(415)332-7505  •  Fax  (415)  332-7608 

MON-SAT  9-6  •  SUN  12-5 


sufficiency,  solitude,  and  serenity  in  sailing.  Thus  my  boat  will  be 
called  KISSSSSS (for  Keep  It  Simple,  Smart,  Silent,  Self-Sufficient, 
and  Serendipitous).  I’d  like  to  hear  from  others  who  see  things  the 
way  I  do,  from  people  who  are  already  doing  what  I  propose  to  do, 
and  from  possible  sponsors. 

Barbara  Molris 
The  Kissssss  Project 
Sidney,  British  Columbia,  Canada  V8L  3S2 

Barbara  —  Good  luck  on  our  hauing  deciphered  the  correct 
spelling  of  your  name.  And  good  luck  on  your  venture.  If  it  comes  to 
fruition,  we  assure  you  that  your  life  will  never  be  the  same. 
Nonetheless,  a  couple  of  comments: 

1)  If  you’re  looking  for  self-sufficiency,  simplicity,  silence,  and 
solitude,  drop  the  idea  of  sponsorship  as  though  it  were  radioactive. 
Besides,  it’s  desire  rather  than  dollars  that’s  going  to  determine 
whether  you  achieve  your  goal. 

2)  On  your  path  to  "wisdom",  it  would  be  foolish  not  to  learn  from 
the  experience  of  others.  For  instance,  about  15  years  ago  a  couple 
who -were  contributors  to  this  magazine  decided  they’d  do  a  ’pure' 
trip,  to  the  point  they  didn’t  even  take  a  VHF.  By  the  time  they  got 
halfway  to  Cabo  they  were  dying  for  one! 

All  but  a  few  of  us  humans  have  a  tremendous  need  for  social 
intercourse,  the  kind  of  thing  that  talking  over  the  radio  can  provide. 
We  suspect  you  don’t  know  what  a  profound  affect  a  couple  of  weeks 
of  total  —  as  opposed  to  off-watch  —  solitude  can  have  on  a  sailor. 
More  than  a  few  mariners  have  gotten  so  deep  into  solitude  —  and 
hallucinations  —  that  they  ’ve  never  quite  returned  from  their  voyages. 

3)  While  it’s  certainly  possible  to  lose  your  soul  to  technology,  it’s 
also  easy  to  lose  your  life  by  dismissing  it  entirely.  We  once  sailed 
from  Antigua  to  the  low-lying  San  Bias  Islands.  The  last  days  of  the 
trip  were  overcast  and  the  currents  were  tricky,  so  the  sextant  was 
nothing  more  than  an  expensive  paperweight.  Thank  goodness  for  the 
GPS.  A  lead  line  would  have  been  worthless,  because  the  reefs  and 
islands  of  the  San  Bias  rise  sharply  from  the  bottom  of  the  Caribbean 
Sea.  Bless  our  fathometer,  which  confirmed  the  position  provided  by 
the  GPS.  And  had  it  not  been  for  our  radar,  which  double  confirmed 
our  position,  the  torrential  rain  and  thick  clouds  would  have  made  it 
impossible  for  us  to  'see'.  These  electronics  not  only  allowed  us  to 
survive  where  so  many  other  fine  sailors  have  perished,  but  they 
allowed  us  to  enjoy  the  majesty  of  nature  without  being  racked  by 

•  fears  of  our  impending  doom. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  a  voyage  such  as  you’re  proposing  can’t  be 
done.  It  can  and  it  has  been  done  —  even  without  the  use  of  a 
compass.  But  we’ll  stick  with  at  least  the  basics  of  technology, 
knowing  that  as  long  as  they’re  kept  in  perspective,  they  can  actually 
enhance  our  experience  at  sea. 

U  IT  JUST  ONE  WRONG  DETAIL? 

Thanks  for  the  coverage  of  the  Windjammer  Race  in  October’s 
issue.  But  you  got  one  detail  wrong:  our  boat,  the  J/30  Breakaway, 
wasn’t  the  last  boat  in.  Thanks  to  brilliant  maneuvering  to  catch  a  tiny 
patch  of  breeze  five  boatlengths  from  the  finish  —  to  the  ecstatic 
delight  of  our  tactician  —  we  managed  to  ooch  past  another  boat 
while  she  drifted  three  boatlengths  from  the  line.  The  other  boat  —  I 
believe  her  name  was  Serious  or  something  like  that  —  finally  got  in 
some  17  minutes  later. 

At  any  rate,  that  little  success  at  the  end  was  the  highlight  of  the 
race  for  us  —  although  it  would  have  been  fun  to  have  won  matching 
winch  handles  as  prizes,  one  for  3rd  in  our  division  —  the  yacht  club 
graciously  gave  us  one  even  though  technically  our  division  had  too 
few  boats  to  qualify  for  three  prizes  —  and  one  for  last-to-finish. 

-  5  Dale  Mead 

Breakaway 
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Dale  —  There’s  always  next  year. 


RADIO  CONTROLLED 
***** 


Laser^ 

7ft  ”"S^As  ,s 

"Ahh,  aren't  thosp.  things  iugt  tmjcl11 

"Yea,  but  isn't  a  30  footer  a  toy  also?  We  get  in 
10-15  starts  a  day,  can  sail  in  20  knots  without 
breaking  our  backs,  don't  have  to  mortgage  the  / 
house  tq  pay  dockage  fee's  and  experience  the 
Zen  of  sailing  strategy  all  day  long." 

When  you  by  the  R/C  Laser  you  are  5  minutes 
away  from  having  a  ball  on  the  water!  What's 
more,  it's  no  fair  weather  hobby  boat-  it's 
corrosion-resistant  and  saltwater  safe. 

The  R/C  Laser  was  designed  by  famed 
yachtClesigner  Bruce  Kirby  and  developed 
by  national  champion  Jon  Elmaleh. 

Never  before  has  it  been  so  simple  to 
become  involved  in  model 
yachting.  Everyone  from 
young  to  old  loves 
R/C  sailing! 

Order  now  from: 

OUT  THIH  TECHNOLOGIES  LLC 

61  GREENPOINT  AVENUE  pAILING  80  BOLIVAR  DRIVE 

BROOKLYN,  NY  1  1 222  \  AQUATIC  PARK 

Tel  71 8  349  -3685 

Fax  718  349-3686  510/548-3730 

The  Trade  Marks  ore  registered  Trade  Marks  and  are  owned  by  Performance 

Sailcroft  Europe  and  Sunfish  Laser  Inc. 


Jack  D  Scullion 


YEAR  END 
CLEARANCE  SALE! 


Demos!  Closeouts!  Used 
Gear!  Promos! 

The  following  items  are  just  a  sample 
of  some  of  the  great  deals  available 


★  RADARS  ★ 

Furuno  1621 . 

Furuno  1700 . 

Furuno  1731 . 

....  Closeout-  $2,400 

Raytheon  RL-9 . 

Autohelm  ST50 . 

Raytheon  R-20XX . 

★  AUTOPILOTS  ★ 

Autohelm  7000  T-2  hyd . 

Robertson  AP  3000s ....  Factory  Promo  -  30%  OFF 

Autohelm  ST  1000 . 

★  SSBs  ★ 

Furuno  1502  w/tuner . 

. demo  -$1,695 

ICOM  M-710  w/tuner . 

★  GPS-PLOTTERS  ★ 


Yacht  Services 

510-769-0508  Pager  630-4035 

Visa  and  Mastercard  acce  ipted 


Your  Epst  Bay  S 
^  Ele 


Deck  Layouts 
Harken  and  Schae 
fullers 

Standing  rk_  w//  . 
ment  without  iriMt  removal 
Layouts  for  shorthanded 
sailing 
Roll  swagini 
or  316 


for  Rigging  and 


Rewiring 
Charging  systems 
for  cruising 

onic  installations 
Troubleshooting 
Repairs 
Complete  Systems  design 
Heart  and  Trace  inverters 


10%  off 

Work/4 


Consultations  by  appointment  Monday  through  Saturday  J 


Garmin  220  color  plotter  w/GPS  demo  (2)-  $1,495 


Garmin  120s . Promo  (4)  -  $375 

Magellan  1200...... . demo  -  $325 

Apelco  7000  plotter  w/GPS . demo  -  $795 

Sitex  1000  plotter, w/GPS . . . demo  -  $950 

★  MiSCELLANEOUS  ★ 

Furuno  Fax  207  Wxfax . . demo  -  $1 ,575 

B&G  Network  Depth . Closeout-  $425 

B&G  Network  Wind . Closeout  -  $795 

Autohelm  Navdata . demo  -  $275 

Apelco  5160  VHF . demo-  $175 

ITT  model  250  Night  Vision . Closeout-  $1,495 

Trimble  NT  200  w/chart  reader . demo  -  $1,650 


Stop  by  for  a  cfemo! 

'•MERRY 

C'rfRIS'fMAS 


Quality  Electronics 

Maritime  Electronics 

Sales  ~  Service  ~  Installations 


SAUSALITO  300  Harbor  Drive  94965 
(415)  332-5086  FAX  (415)  332-6344 
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U.S.  Sailing  _ 
Basic  Cruising  a^l, 
Certification 


=-'/?  Keelboat 
mmmmM  Certification 
sAiuNG.System 


After  mastering  the  fundamentals  of  San  Francisco  Bay  sailing,  this 
course  covers  the  fundamentals  of  big  boat  handling.  It  includes  both 
dockside  and  an  the  water  hands-on  experience  on  boats  up  to  35'  with 
wheel  and  inboard  diesel  engines. 


Coastal  Piloting 
&  Navigation 

This  popular  seminar  is  an  overview  of  the  basics  of  coastal  piloting  and 
navigation.  The  topics  include  thorough  use  of  the  tide  and  current 
book,  making  calculations,  chart  reading,  use  of  compass  and  compass 
correction,  the  use  of  tools  of  navigation,  course  plotting,  position  find¬ 
ing,  and  piloting  techniques.  4  sessions,  $140  per  person. 

US  Sailing  certification. 

Celestial  Navigation 

This  seminar  is  taught  both  in  the  classroom  and  on  the  water.  The  first 
3  hour  session  is  an  Introduction  to  the  Sextant.  Class  is  limited  to  4 
people  and  is  $75  per  person.  The  second  part  of  this  series  is  taught 
on  the  water  in  a  6  hour  session,  noon  sights  or  celestial  bodies  will  be 
covered:  3  hours  of  sextant  practice  and  3  hours  of  plotting.  Class  is 
limited  to  4  people  and  is  $120  per  person. 

A  Gift  certificates  available  for  all  & 
our  courses  and  sailboat  rentals. 


2 


-CASS’  MARINA 

i \  SAILING  SCHOOL 
V  )  &  CHARTERS 

|/(415)  332-6789 

http://www.sonic.net/cass 

1702  Bridgeway  at  Napa  in  Sausalito 


LETTERS 


11  ft  AT  LAST  CONTACT  HE  WAS  STILL  IN  BEQUIA 

About  18  months  ago,  you  ran  an  article  on  the  schooner  Alvei, 
which  had  been  undergoing  a  seven  year  refit  project  —  from  a  motor 
vessel  to  a  schooner  —  in  Portugal.  We  were  American  ex-pats  living 
and  working  in  Portugal  at  the  time,  so  we  drove  up  to  Oporto,  met 
Evan  Logan  several  times,  and  eventually  purchased  time  on  the 
boat.  V 

Through  no  fault  of  Logan’s,  we’ve  managed  to  lose  track  of  him 
and  his  stateside  contacts.  Can  you  provide  us  with  a  contact?  We 
know  they  left  Portugal  last  November  and  had  a  very  slow  but  easy 
trip  to  Bequia.  We’d  hoped  to  have  made  the  crossing  with  him,  but 
our  scheduling  did  not  allow  it. 

We  last  communicated  with  Logan  in  April,  at  which  time  he  was 
still  in  Bequia.  His  stateside  contact  was  in  the  Northern  California 
area,  but  since  we  can’t  find  our  paperwork,  we  can’t  recall  her  name. 

,  Incidently,  the  boat  is  terrific  and  Evan  is  a  doll.  When  we  do  take 
our  time  slot,  we’ll  send  you  a  report  for  your  charter  pages. 

Lisa  Gardner 
sailboat@greatwhite.com 

v  Lisa — What  timing!  In  early  November,  we  received  the  following 
letter  from  Logan: 

"Since  your  Sightings  piece  in  the  May  '95  issue,  I  returned  to 
Portugal  where  Alvei  was  tied  up  across  the  quay  from  the  Port 
Wineries  at  Vila  Nova  de  Gaia.  It  took  another  three  months  to  do  the 
finish  work:  freeing  ports,  reefing  gear,  storm  boards,  and  so  forth 
before  we  qould  set  sail.  After  departing  Oporto  in  mid-October,  we 
visited  Funchal,  Las  Palmas,  Christobal,  Bridgetown,  Port  Elizabeth, 
St.  Georges,  Chaguaramus,  Testigos,  Porlamar,  Cumana,  Mouchima, 
Playa  Colorado,  Puerto  La  Cruz,  Willemstad,  Porvenir,  Portobello, 
Colon,  the  Canal,  Punta  Fuanico  and  finally  Golfito,  Costa  Rica, 
where  Alvei  now  lies  at  anchor  150  meters  off  the  beach  with  her 
delivery  crew  of  four. 

We  have  now  sailed  a  quarter  of  the  way  around  the  planet  since 
we  last  spoke.  The  second  quarter  of  the  circumnavigation  will  get 
underway  around  the  first  of  the  year,  after  arrival  of  the  crew  to  take 
her  to  Tahiti  and  on  to  New  Zealand." 

Evan  can  be  reached  at  either  Box  286  Lockeford,  CA  95237  or 
(209)  727-5641.  Judging  from  thephotos,  he’s  done  something  really 
great.  We’ll  be  featuring  his  adventures  in  next  month’s  Changes. 

^PROPOSAL  TO  ELIMINATE  KEY  WEATHER  BUOYS 

If  you’ve  been  listening  to  the  weather  broadcasts  on  VHF  lately, 
you’ve  probably  heard  announcements  about  proposed  changes  in 
the  amount  of  marine  weather  data  in  the  broadcasts.  They  also  refer 
to  a  new  marine  weather  broadcast  station  —  which  I  could  not  find 
until  I  scanned  with  a  ham  radio.  What  follows  is  a  comment  J  am 
making  to  NOAA,  which  outlines  what  I  believe  to  be  the  problem. 
You  might  want  to  investigate. 

In  addition,  they  are  also  making  proposals  to  eliminate  key 
weather  buoys,  such  as  the  ones  at  Bodega  Bay  and  Point  Arguello! 
These  are  pretty  important  weather  stations  if  you’re  cruising  the 
California  coast.  In  any  event,  here’s  the  letter  I  sent  to  Robert 
Benjamin  of  NOAA  regarding  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  weather 
frequencies: 

I’m  responding  to  your  invitation  for  comments  on  proposed 
changes  in  marine  weather  reporting  on  these  frequencies:  162.40 
(SF  Bay  Area  Weather);  162.55  (Monterey  Area  Weather  -  KEC49); 
162.45  (SF  Bay  Area  Marine  Weather  -  WWF64).  I  believe  you  are 
proposing  to  eliminate  some  of  the  marine  weather  information  from 
the  first  two  stations  listed,  assuming  mariners  will  rely  on  the  third 
station.  I  think  it’s  a  good  idea  to  have  separate  channels  for  general 
and  marine  weather,  as  long  as  it  is  possible  to  tune  into  either  —  as 
you  wish. 

Unfortunately,  the  frequencies  you  are  using  do  not  permit  this. 
My  marine  VHF  —  a  Standard  Communications  Horizon  MAXI 
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Crmser  or  tracer,  for  Gifts  from  ZJ  to  Z... 


America  i  Cup  Cookbook- and  others,  for  special  meals  afloat 
~&aja  Hash  plus  many  more  guides  for  cruising  Mexico 
Courtesy  Flags— all  your  favorite  cruising  spots  in  stock 
Dividers  and  traditional  nav  instruments-even  sextants! 
Earrings-and  other  silver  and  gold  jewelry  in  nautical  themes 
F<z£  Cats  at  Sea  plus  dozens  of  children’s  books 
GPS-fixed  or  handheld,  for  computer  charting  or  not 
Ham  Radio  study  books  or  software-get  your  license! 

Interactive  Sailing- plus  other  computer  simulators  or  games 
Jolly  Mon  and  all  your  favorite  chanteys  on  tape  or  CD 
Key  Chains-stocking  stuffers  in  nautical  images 
Laptops-computer  prices  are  down  and  performance  is  up! 
Macintosh-new  affordable,  capable  nav  software:  NavimaQ! 
Navigation  Software—  CAP 'N,  NavMaster,  NavTrek  and  more 
Omaments-all  nautical,  many  hand-crafted  from  shells 
Pirates— stories  from  past  and  present  plus  Russian  nesting  dolls 
Queen’s  Birthday  Stonm-its  riveting  story  in  Rescue  in  the  Pacific 
'Reed's  Nautical  Almanacs  plus  tide  books  and  calendars 
Superstitions  of  the  Sea  and  more  about  nautical  history  and  folklore 
T OPO!- new  topographical  charts  for  your  PC  or  Macintosh 
Ultimate  Sailings creen  savers  or  calendars 
Virgin  Islands-book  your  charter  to  the  Caribbean  or  Med 
Windsocks,  banners,  flags  and  pennants 
X WexM-Mex WX  teaches  about  tropical  weather 
Yellow  Admiral-the  newest  Patrick  O’Brian 
Zen  and  the  Art  of  Boatbuilding  and  other  videos 


Jl  Waypoint 


t 


2051  Grand  Street  (at  Grand  Marina),  Alameda,  GA  94501 
tel:  (510)  769-1547  -  fax:  (510)  769-1575 

hours:  Tues.-$at.  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Sun.,  Mon.  by  appointment 
or  visit  US  at  hetp://wwv.  waypoints,  com/ 


‘Happy  l Holidays  from  Waypoint! 


SANTA@NORTHPOLE 

Even  Santa  has 
Worldwide 
E-Mail  Access!! 


How  do  you  think  he  knows 
if  you've  been  bad  or  good???* 

Shouldn  't  yen 

You  can  with  theTiew 
P-SeaMail  &  your  SSB 

ONLY  $  1 29.95  at: 

P-SeaMail  with  HF  Weather  fax  -  $199.95 

Specializing  in 
Communications 
for  Cruisers 

(510)814-8888 

2021  Alaska  Packer  PI 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
FAX:  (510)  814-9055 
E-Mail:  H.F.Radio@worldnet.att.net 

Dealer  for:  BOC  ^COM  Located  In  the  Grand  Marina  Marine  Center 


PENINSULA 
MARINE  SERVICES 


YAMMAR 


VOLVO 


CERTIFIED 


KJi 


Universal 


Velvet  Drive* 


MUtLuennci  _ _ 

towcfimma  GENERATORS 


scatra 

SYSTEMS 


eva 


PARTS  &  ENGINES 
SALES  &  SERVICE 


(415)  366-2636 

(415|  366-1938  Fax 

1 548  Maple  Street,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 
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WE  OFFER  MORE 

COME  AND  SEE  WHY 

- FREE  WEEKEND - 

Two  nights  berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina 

Please  call  or  fax  24  hours  in  advance  to  secure  reservations. 

- (415)  552-0254 - 

Berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina  can 
make  boating  easier,  more  convenient 
and  more  enjoyable! 

Making  boating  easier  -  and  more  fun!  is 
whafca  marina  should  be  all  about.  That's  why 
Oyster  Cove  Marina  rates  number  one  with  many 
Bay  Area  mariners.  It's  an  exclusive  yet  reasonable 
facility  of  219  berths,  accommodating  pleasurecraft 
in  slips  30',  32’,  36',  40',  44',  50'  and  60'  in  length. 

Oyster  Cove  is  the  private  Peninsula  marina 
closest  to  Blue  Water  boating.  Want  to  cruise  to 
Sausalito,  lunch  at  Tiburon,  or  sail  to  Angel  Island? 
How  about  a  day's  fishing  outside  the  Gate,  or  a 
weekend  at  the  Delta?  No  other  private  Peninsula 
marina  is  better  situated  or  offers  nicer,  fresher 
surroundings. 

•  Berths  30  feet  to  60  feet 

•  Double  Finger  Concrete  Slips 

•  Water  and  Electricity  Included  in  Slip  Fees 

•  Telephone  Available 

•  Heated  Dressing  Rooms  and  Showers 

•  Laundry  Room  •  Nightly  Security  Patrol 

•  7-Day  Harbormaster  Office 

•  Complimentary  Ice  •  Cable  TV 


ONE  MONTH  FREE  RENT 

with  6  month  lease 

(This  offer  applies  to  all  new  berthers.) 

Call  for  Details 

END  TIES 

Now  available  at  $4.00  per  foot. 


385  OYSTER  POINT  BOULEVARD  #8A 
SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 


LIVEABOARD  BERTHS  AVAILABLE 

(Limited  Number) 


(8626)  —  installed  in  the  mid-1980s,  for  example,  covers  the 
Monterey;  and  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  general  weather  frequencies 
(162.550  and  162.400),  but  does  not  cover  the  SF  Bay  Area  marine 
frequency  of  162.4501  Why  would  you  select  a  frequency  for  marine 
broadcasts  that  is  not  on  a  typical  marine  VHF  transceiver? 

The  radio  does  provide  coverage  of  weather  station  162.475 
(which  is  not  currently  in  use,  as  far  as  I  can  tell),  two  Canadian 
weather  frequencies  (163.275  and  161.650),  and  an  'environmental 
weather' frequency  (161.775).  I  have  never  heard  any  transmissions 
on  any  of  these  latter  frequencies. 

So  I  can’t  get  your  SF  Bay  Area  marine  broadcasts  on  my  VHF. 
Therefore  any  marine  data  which  is  eliminated  from  the  other 
frequencies  (162.40  and  162.55),  will  be  unavailable  to  me  when  I 
am  at  sea.  I  don’t  think  this  is  very  good. 

At  my  home  in  the  Berkeley  Hills,  my  trusty  Radio  Shack 
WeatherCube  —  which  purports  to  cover  1 62.400  to  162.550  Mhz  — 
only  picks  up  the  San  Francisco  general  weather  station  on  1 62.400. 
It  does  not  pick  up  either  the  Monterey  weather  station  (162.55),  or 
the  SFBay  marine  weather  (162.45).  This  is  probably  because  of  the 
distance  of  the  McQueen  Ridge  antenna  from  San  Francisco  Bay  and 
theweakness  of  the  receiver.  The  result,  unfortunately,  is  that  I  cannot 
get  local  marine  weather  on  that  radio  either.  So,  I’m  still  out  of  luck 
if  you  cut  marine  weather  data  from  the  SF  Bay  channel  (162.40). 

So  please,  don’t  cut  any  marine  information  from  the  main 
weather  channels!  Alternatively,  select  a  marine  broadcast  frequency 
which  is  universally  found  as  a  weather  channel  on  marine  VHF 
transceivers  (not  162.45),  and  transmit  the  marine  broadcasts  from 
appropriate  locations  and  with  necessary  power  to  get  good  coverage 
throughout  the  targeted  area.  The  latter  is  something  you  are  not 
doing  now.  I  would  be  happy  to  discuss  this  with  you  and  provide  the 
specs  for  my  marine  VHF  if  you  wish. 

Other  mariners  may  want  to  voice  their  comments  to  NOAA. 

George  Clyde 
Northern  California 

Readers  —  As  we  all  know,  the  government  is  cutting  back  on 
many  programs.  If  you  feel  strongly  about  one,  you’d  better  voice 
your  opinion  before  it’s  too  late. 

MDON’T  have  to  die  or  have  tropical  itches 

The  letter  by  the  Wheelers  in  the  June  issue  in  which  they  extolled 
the  benefits  of  some  patent  medicine  called  'Liquid  Silver'  was  just  the 
news  I’d  been  waiting  for.  Now  I  do  not  have  to  die,  nor  does  anyone 
else.  It  would  appear  this  potion  cures  most  any  old  disease  —  over 
600  viruses  and  germs,  by  actual  count  —  so  it  must  literally  be  the 
fountain  of  youth  Ponce  de  Leon  was  searching  for. 

I  particularly  like  the  cure  for  all  those  virus  diseases,  because  ’til 
now  we  had  to  worry  about  AIDS.  Now  we  can  go  out  and  have  a 
good  time  again.  There  is  now  a  cure  for  allergies.  Heretofore,  the 
best  we  could  hope  for  was  some  mitigation  of  the  symptoms.  Strange 
though,  that  Liquid  Silver  isn’t  being  pushed  by  any  of  the  medical 
groups,  pharmaceutical  companies,  or  Center  for  Disease  Control.  I 
imagine  it’s  only  sour  grapes  on  their  part. 

Here’s  to  exceedingly  long  life  and  the  disappearance  of  all  those 
nasty  tropical  fungus  itches  —  and  always  having  pure  water. 

Ellis  Glazier 
,  La  Paz,  Mexico 

MSANTA’S  suspicious  sack 

Power  of  the  press  —  and  to  the  People!  The  San  Diego  Harbor 
Police  softened  up,  so  why  not  the  Coast  Guard  next? 

Here’s  my  suggestion.  We  get  30  or  40  boats  to  sail  back  in  the 
Gate,  each  one  flying  banners  reading,  "There  may  be  cannabis  on 
this  boat"  and  "One  of  these  boats  has  pot  on  board".  It  would  be 
important  that  all  boats  participating  meet  all  Coast  Guard  regulations 
and  be  especially  polite  to  the  Coast  Guard. 
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Why  do  sailors  recommend 
ODIJo^IJ^  to  their  friends? 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  ^  ' 


Choosing  the  right  sailing 
school  is  more  than  just  finding  a  place 
to  take  a  class.  Sailing  opens  up  a  whole 
new  world  for  you,  your  friends  and 
family.  You  want  to  find  a  facility  that 
gives  you  the  life  style  as  well  as  the 
sport.  OCSC  knows  this  better  than 
anyone!  We  pioneered  the  "club  con¬ 
cept"  17  years  ago.  Our  focus  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  you  with  instant  access  to  every 
phase  of  the  sport  without  requiring 
boat  ownership.  At  OCSC  you  learn 
from  professionals.  You  choose  from 
an  excellent  fleet  of  charter  yachts.  You 
are  certified  to  bareboat  charter  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.  And  you  connect 
with  a  great  group  of  like  minded  en¬ 
thusiasts,  at  social  activities  and  spe¬ 
cial  events.  At  OCSC  you  have  it  all. 


bay's  most  prominent  islands  and  the 
alluring  Golden  Gate. 

When  chartering  from  Berkeley, 
you  are  immediately  in  great  sailing 
conditions  with  your  favorite  destina¬ 
tions  already  in  sight.  Sailor  magazine 
said,  "OCSC's  location  gives  its  sail¬ 
ors  instant  access  to  some  of  the  finest 
sailing  on  the  planet." 

The  Best  Training  Program 

At  OCSC  we  combine  our  extraor¬ 
dinary  location,  the  smallest  class  sizes 
in  the  industry  and  state  of  the  art  equip¬ 
ment  with  a  curriculum  that  is  thor¬ 
ough  and  efficient.  Our  modular  train¬ 
ing  program  consists  of  a  progressive 
ladder  of  individual  classes,  each  dove¬ 
tailed  to  the  next  with  clearly  defined 
expectations  and  certifications.  You 
may  slip  into  the  program  at  a  level 
appropriate  for  your  current  skills. 

Everything  necessary  is  included 
for  your  success:  textbooks  and  collat¬ 
eral  materials,  sp  fay  gear  and  float  vests, 
the  right  boat  for  each  level,  even  your 
lunches  with  full  day  classes  are  pro¬ 
vided.  Bring  your  sunglasses  and  a 
sense  of  adventure,  we  supply  the  rest. 

Great  Instructors 

OCSC  instructors  are  US  Coast 
Guard  licensed  and  US  Sailing  certified 
professionals.  Each  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  screened  for  outstanding  sea¬ 
manship  and  communications  skills 


(fewer  than  one  in  twenty  instructor 
applicants  make  the  grade).  Then  we 
thoroughly  train  them  in  the  proven 
teaching  methods  OCSC  has  devel¬ 
oped. 

The  twenty-five  men  and  women 
who  make  up  the  OCSC  instructional 
staff  are  simply  the  best  qualified  and 
most  prepared  teachers  in  the  indus¬ 
try.  They  average  at  least  5  years  with 
us.  You  will  find  them  all  to  be  patient, 
caring  guides  who  will  share  your 
enthusiam  and  excitement  about  sail¬ 
ing  and  each  new  skill  you  master. 

The  Full  Service  Club 

OCSC  offers  a  wide  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities  to  make  your  sailing  easy,  fun 
and  economical.  Regularly  scheduled 
events  include  afternoon  picnic  sails, 
moonlight  sails,  weekend  cruises,  semi¬ 
nars,  video  nights,  exciting  vacation 
cruises  around  the  world  and  more. 

These  activities  take  full  advantage 
of  our  world-class  waterfront  facility, 
which  includes  a  two  story  club-house 
with  a  commanding  three  bridge  bay 
view,  fully  equipped  classroom,  and 
sunny  outdoor  deck,  all  set  in  a  land¬ 
scaped  park,  and  all  just  a  few  steps 
from  the  forty  yachts  waiting  at  our 
docks. 

Please  visit  us  anytime  at  your  conve¬ 
nience.  We'll  take  the  time  to  show  you 
our  facility  and  discuss  your  goals.  You 
will  discover  that  sailing  is  more  than  a 
sport  -  it's  an  exciting  new  life  style! 


Why  Berkeley? 


Because  sailing  is  a  natural,  sen¬ 
sual  and  intuitive  activity,  the  pleasure 
you  derive  from  it  is  inseparable  from 
the  environment  in  which  you  sail. 
OCSC's  central  San  Francisco  Bay  loca¬ 
tion  places  you  in  sailing  conditions 
that  are  the  envy  of  sailors  nationwide. 

The  steadv,  consistent  winds  on 
Berkeley's  Olympic  Circle  create  an 
ideal  training  environment  for  learn¬ 
ing.  At  OCSC,  your  sailing  backdrop  is 
the  beautiful  San  Francisco  skyline,  the 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 


FREE  BROCHURE 

(8am-5pm,  7  days) 

w  ww.sailors.com/OCSC 


Keelboat 

_ Certification 

sailing  System 


1-800-223-2984 

#  1  Spinnaker  Way,  Berkeley  Marina,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 

December,  SpeciaL  Save  25%  Call  Today! 
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TRUE  EMERGENCY  RUDDER 


MONITOR 
EMERGENCY 
RUDDER 
CONVERSION 
SYSTEM 
( EMRUD ) 

We  hope  that  you  never 
have  to  use  it  .  .  .if  you 
do,  your  boat  has  lost 
its  rudder! 

FACT 

The  MONITOR  windvane 
has  been  proven  not 
only  in  countless 
circumnavigations,  but 
again  and  again  in  the 
BOC  races.  This 
grueling  challenge 
must  surely  be 
considered  the  ultimate 
testing  ground  for 
equipment  designed  to 
face  the  rigors  of  blue 
water  cruising.  In  the 
last  BOC  race  7  of  11 
boats  in  the  50  ft  class  used  a  MONITOR.  There  were  no  other 
windvanes  in  the  race.  The  MONITOR'S  past  performance  had 
assured  its’  place  in  the  BOC. 

OUR  GOAL 

To  convert  the  MONITOR  to  an  emergency  rudder.  EMRUD  is 
designed  to  handle  a  50  foot  BOC  boat  in  the  roaring  forties,  or 
to  steer  your  blue  water  cruising  boat  if  your  steering  is 
disabled. 


OUR  SOLUTION 

The  standard  pendulum  paddle  is 
replaced  by  a  much  larger,  stainless 
steel  rudder.  The  pendulum  is  then 
locked  and  supported  by  «,a  wedge 
between  the  strutguard  and 
pendulum.  Additional  spectra  lines 
support  the  rudder  just  as  a  mast  is 
supported  —  only  this  “mast”  is  upside 
down.  All  this  is  possible  because  the 
unique  mounting  system  of  the 
MONITOR  can  handle  the  increased 
load  of  the  larger  rudder. 


THE  RESULT 

For  less  than  the  cost  of  an  under  deck 
autopilot,  the  MONITOR  combined  with  EMRUD,  provides  the 
toughest,  proven,  steering  gear  in  the  world,  with  the  built-in 
safety  net  of  a  true  emergency  rudder.  Can  you  afford  to  be 
without  it  ? 

Your  most  valuable  crew  member  just  got  better. 


SCANMAR  INTERNATIONAL 

432  South  1st  Street  Richmond  CA  USA  94804 

tel:  (510)  215-2010  fax:  (510)  215-5005 


If  it  worked  on  the  Bay,  we  could  coordinate  a  West  Coast  affair 
from  San  Diego  to  Seattle  and  all  harbors  in  between.  And  if  that 
worked,  we  could  spread  it  to  the  East  Coast  —  and  have  a  national 
celebration  called  'The  Boston  Pot  Party'. 

May  the  pleasure  of  sailing  and  freedom  be  with  you  always! 

P.S.  Don’t  tell  the  Coast  Guard  that  Santa  Claus  arrives  at  the 
Richmond  YC  by  boat  on  December  15  and  will  be  carrying  a  big  — 
and  suspicious-looking  —  sack. 

Maxmillion 
Point  Richmond 

Maxmillion  —  Given  that  the  country  is  already  awash  in  pot,  we 
can’t  imagine  that  anybody  in  the  Coast  Guard  would  really  care  if  all 
40  boats  sailed  under  the  Gate  with  a  bunch  of  joints.  A  big  bust 
would  help  the  Coasties  with  future  appropriations,  but  who’s  going 
to  gpt  worked  up  over  a  couple  of  joints? 

Mdriven  by  budgets,  goals,  and  numbers 

Dear  Captain  Hart: 

Your  letter  to  Latitude  made  it  obvious  that  the  Coast  Guard  — 
like ‘many  other  government  agencies  —  is  being  driven  by  budgets, 
goals  and  numbers,  which  are  overseen  by  a  troupe  of  people  so  far 
from  the  front  lines  that  they  don’t  have  a  clue. 

Rather  than  bad-mouth  an  organization  I  was  once  a  part  of  — 
which  is  easy  for  some  —  I  would  rather  offer  the  following 
observations  and  recommendations  as  to  how  I  would  pull  your/our 
organization  out  of  the  start  of  a  potential  political  death  spiral: 

Observation  #1 :  The  Oakland  Estuary  is  presently  patrolled  by  the 
Coast  Guard  and  Oakland  and  Alameda  police  boats.  We’ve  all  been 
told  that  this  is  a  training  ground  for  all  three  agencies.  Most  sailors 
know  that  if  they  have  a  real  medical  or  other  emergency,  they  should 
dial  911  and  take  the  injured  person  to  the  fireboat  dock  at  Jack 
London  Square,  as  that  is  a  real  response  center. 

Recommendation  #1:  Get  together  with  the  other  crime  fighters 
and  determine  who  has  what  turf  and  make  it  look  like  you’re  working 
together  —  rather  than  all  of  you  competing  for  the  one  out-of-date 
CF  number  you  all  need  to  justify  your  budgets.  You  might  even 
establish  watches  so  you’re  not  all  out  there  at  the  same  time  —  as  is 
now  the  case. 

Observation  #2:  Immediately  after  finishing  a  beer  can  regatta  in 
the  Estuary,  a  friend  was  inspected  and  cited  for  not  having  a  holding 
tank  on  his  old  Irwin  30.  The  rules  are  not  clear  on  this  issue,  as 
others  have  been  inspected  by  your  crews  and  told  they  do  not 
inspect  heads.  Coasties  from  other  stations  —  such  as  Monterey  and 
San  Francisco  —  have  said  it  was  acceptable  if  my  boat’s  head  valve 
was  in  the  'off  position  and  secured  by  a  shackle,  or  there  was  simply 
a  sign  on  the  door.  The  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary  will  not  inspect  for  or 
touch  this  issue  because  of  your  apparent  lack  of  direction. 

Recommendation  #2:  Get  the  head  thing  —  specific  laws  and 
language  —  in  writing  and  on  a  brochure  that  gives  every  word  of  the 
law  and  its  interpretation.  Include  examples  of  what  is  acceptable 
plumbing  and  what  is  not.  A  real  class  act  would  be  to  give  the 
brochure  out  as  a  warning  the  first  time  there  is  a  violation. 

Observation  #3:  Your  boarding  parties  —  and  that  of  other 
Estuary  crime-fighters  —  resemble  a  land-based  SWAT  team  rather 
than  a  group  trying  to  make  recreational  boating  more  fun  and  safe. 
Be  aware  that  your  boarding  parties  'pull  over'  boats  with  blue  lights 
flashing,  and  come  aboard  sporting  sidearms,  black-soled  shoes,  and 
uniforms  that,  in  the  words  of  one  youngster,  "make  them  look  and 
talk  like  they  are  from  the  'Dark  Side'".  You  need  to  be  more  aware 
that  our  guests  —  children,  friends  from  the  office,  and  the  elderly  — 
are  often  upset  by  this,  and  that  the  skipper  is  perhaps  not  qualified 
to  accept  a  boarding  in  strong  seas  and  wind.  By  the  way,  I  don’t 
even  let  my  guests  aboard  with  black-sbled  shoes. 

Recommendation  #3:  Lighten  up,  dudes!  If  it’s  a  family  with 
youngsters  or  elderly  aboard,  leave  the  sidearms  with  the  dudes  with 
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More  Power, 


The  New  Quieter  Engines 


Quiet  4-stroke  technology 
No  smoky  2-stroke  exhaust 
No  oily  film  left  on  water 
Unsurpassed  fuel  economy 
Waterproof  CDI  ensures 
fast,  reliable  starts  even  in 
cold  weather 


•  Over-rev  protection 

•  Overheat/low  oil  pressure 
alert  system 

•  Standard  12V-10A 
regulated  charging  system 

Power  In  Tune  With  Nature 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we 
recommend  you  read  the  Owner's  Manual 
before  operating  your  Honda  Marine  product. 
Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while 
boating. 


mnmniE 


1 00  Years  of 


OUTBOARDS  &  INFLATABLES  FROM 


276  Sears  Point  Rd.,  Petaluma  •  Port  Sonoma  •  (707)  778-3877 
5425  Gravenstein  Hwy.  N.,  Sebastopol  •  (707)  887-7708 


Introducing... 

The  new  wallas  3000  D 


The  technological 
breakthrough  in  marine 
forced  air  diesel  heat 


Ik  *  if  d 

JPP  §§|  M 

v 

S«Pf  R 

CLEAN 


,750 


INCLUDING 
INSTALLATION  KIT 


BURNING 


•  New  clean  burning  combustion 
system  minimizes  heater 
maintenance 

•  Exceptionally  low  battery  current 
draw  and  noise  level 

•  Thermostatically  controlled 
adjustable  heat  range  to  maintain 
an  even  cabin  temperature 

•  Quick  and  easy  installation 
Low  maintenance,  reliable  design 


We  carry  a  full  line  of  propane, 
kerosene,  and  diesel  heaters. 


(206)  285-3675  /"  f  "  FAX  (206)  285-9532 

SCAN  MARINE 

FOl  IIPMFNT  2144  WESTLAKE  AVE N.  SUITE  D 

L-^LUJI  IVIL-IV  l_^  SEATTLE.  WA  98109 


DON'T  MISS  IT 


MONTEREY 


Home  of... 

Monterey  Bay  is  home  to  Northern  California's  finest  marine 
attractions.  An  enormous  marine  sanctuary  preserving 

abundant  sea  life,  the  Monterey 
Bay  Aquarium,  Cannery  Row, 
superb  scenery,  weather, 
beaches,  two  first  class  marinas 
and  a  haulout  facility. 

GUEST  BERTHS 
AND  MOORINGS 
AVAILABLE 

Contact: 

/  ' 

Monterey  City  Marina 
(408)646-3950  ch.  16 

Fully  reconstructed!  All  new  concrete  docks, 
electricity,  water,  showers,  winter  rates. 

Breakwater  Cove  Marina 
(408)373-7857  ch.  16 

I 

Also  at  Breakwater  Cove: 


THE  MONTEREY  BAY 
BOATWORKS  COMPANY 
Full  Service  Boatyard 
(408)373-7857  ch.  16 

10%  DISCOUNT 
r  on  haulouts 
for  southbound  cruisers 

Repairs  •  Service  •  Parts  •  Chandlery 
Complete  Offshore  Passagemaking  Preparation 

Cruise  in  and  enjoy  California 's 
most  scenic  harbor. 
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MODERN 

SAIUNG 

ACADEMY 

OFSWJSAUTD 


INSTRUCTION 

& 

CHARTERING 
ASA  CERTIFIED 

COURSES 


ONE  OF  THE  BEST  SAILING 
SCHOOLS  IN  TIIE  NATION 

ACCORDING  TO  MEN'S  HEALTH  MAGAZINE 


For  all  those  who  dream  about  sailing  the  Bay  and  exoticports  beyond -and for  those  whose 
skills  have  grown  rusty  -  we  offer  lessons  from  basic  levels  to  ocean  passage  making. 

I 

ASA  BASIC  COASTAL  CRUISING 

All  instruction  on  28-32'  Sailboats  with  diesel  engines  and  wheel 
steering.  Learn  to  safely  sail  and  skipper  32'  sailboats.  Emphasis  on 
sailing  as  skipper,  docking,  and  maneuvering  under  power,  crew 
overboard  recovery  and  anchoring.  Limit  of  4  students. 

•  Basic  Sailing:  One  Weekend:  $285 
•  Five  days  (M-F):  $745  •  Three  weekends:  $745 
Call  for  class  availability 

ASA  BAREBOAT  CHARTER 
AND  NIGHT  SAILING 

This  3-day,  2-night  intensive  course  begins  with  extensive  docking 
under  power  on  a  40'+  sailboat.  Boat  systems,  anchoring,  emergency 
procedures,  advanced  sailing  techniques,  crew  overboard  recovery 
methods,  and  navigation  are  covered.  Limit  of  4  students.  $625 
Call  for  available  dates 

ASA  ADVANCED  COASTAL  CRUISING 

S.F.  to  Drakes  Bay,  the  Farallones  and  Half  Moon  Bay 

This  course  integrates  a  wide  range  of  sailing  and  navigating  techniques  on  a 
42'  to  45'  sailboat.  Designed  for  the  individual  who  intends  to  be  prepared  for 
serious  cruising.  This  3 1  /2-day  offshore  course  will  be  a  realistic  sailing  and 
navigation  experience.  Limit  of  4vstudents.  $695  Call  for  available  dates 

%  , 

ASA  Coastal  Navigation:  Taught  by  Capt.  J.T.  Meade. 
Includes  bearings,  fixes,  plotting,  set  &  drift,  aids  to  navigation,  GPS,  dead 
reckoning  and  much  more.  Tuition:  $185  (includes  ASA  certificate). 

Jan.  11,  12  &  18  •  Two  Saturdays  and  a  Sunday  -  9-5 

ASA  Celestial  NavigationrraughtbyCapt.  Alan  Olson, 

one  of  the  most  experienced  skippers  in  the  Bay.  This  course  covers  a  full 
range  of  celestial  tasks  and  results  in  ASA  certification.  Taught  in  two  parts: 
OI<‘Sli;il  I:  Tuition  $95.00 
Dec.  10  &  12,  7PM-9.30PM;  Dec.  14,  9AM-2PM. 

(Vlvslial  II:  Tuition:  $135.00 

Dec.  17  &  19,  7PM-9:30PM;  Dec.  21, 9AM-2PM. 

FUN  SAIL  ON  TIIE  BAY  " 

Enjoy  the  Bay  for  a  three  hour  sail  with  our  club  members. 
Sailors  and  non-sailors  are  welcomed  to  join.  Only  $25 

Most  Saturdays  1  -4pm 


Call  For  Free  Brochure 
(415)  331-8250  •  (800)  995-1668 

2310  Marinship  Way  •  Sausalito  CA  94965 


LETTERS 


the  shotguns  in  the  inflatable  or  motor  lifeboat.  And  why  not  hand  out 
some  Junior  (Don  Winslow)  Coast  Guard  Wings  to  the  kids?  Don  t 
you  realize  that  by  scaring  Grandpa  and  Grandma  everyone  is  going 
to  vote  you  into  Mac-Trash? 

Observation  #4:  In  the  Estuary,  I  see  boats  transiting  too  close  to 
my  marina,  boats  throwing  off  destructive  wakes,  and  jet  skis  crossing 
too  close  to  theNbows  of  other  boats.  This  goes  on  while  the  three 
Estuary  crime-fighting  groups  check  CF  stickers  to  maintain  their 
budgets. 

Recommendation  #4:  Let  yacht  club  members  do  'ride-alongs1 
with  your  patrols  —  we  are  part  of  the  community  and  we  are  —  as 
you  admit  —  "your  employers".  One  example  of  how  we  can  help  is 
by  showing  you  where  your  services  can  best  be  spent  when  crime  is 
at  a  low  point  on  the  Estuary,  such  as  during  a  midwinter  regatta. 
Position  your  boat,  if  you  have  no  crime-fighting  to  do,  at  the  leeward 
mark,  which  is  the  most  likely  place  to  have  a  crewmember  go 
overboard.  To  take  this  one  step  further,  this  could  be  a  bridge  from 
the  race  permit  given  to  VTS  and  a  YRA  event. 

Observation  #5:  As  a  Group  Commander,  you  have  been  offered 
special  guest  privileges  and  special  memberships  in  almost  every 
yacht  club  in  the  Bay  —  meaning  you  have  the  same  access  as 
members  but  don’t  get  free  drinks  or  other  monetary  privileges.  As  I 
understand  it,  you’ve  refused  because  you  feel  it  may  be  in  conflict 
with  your  position.  As  I  see  it,  the  problems  that  we’re  both  reading 
about  in  this  and  other  publications  are  mainly  festering  at  yacht  clubs 
and  harbors  and  docks. 

Recommendation  #5:  As  a  Past  Commodore  and  present  member 
of  a  yacht  club,  I  feel  that  your  time  would  be  better  spent  at  a  yacht 
club  altar  of  temperance  during  a  regatta  or  membership  lunch  day 
than  giving  a  talk  to  your  San  Francisco  breakfast  club. 

Observation  #6:  The  majority  of  my  fellow  Bay  and  ocean  racers, 
yacht  club  members  and  cruisers  have  nothing  but  the  highest  respect 
for  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  and  the  service  it  has  provided  to 
the  generations  of  yachtsmen  on  our  Bay  and  Delta.  The  problem  is 

—  as  I  and  several  others  see  it  —  that  your  apparent  mission  has 
changed  from  being  life-savers  to  being  a  paramilitary  force  focused 
on  recreational  boaters  —  without  having  ever  told  anyone  about  the 
change. 

Last  Recommendation:  Fire  your  PR  firm  —  first  tell  us  who  they 
are  so  we  don’t  hire  them  —  and  get  down  to  where  we  hang  out,  tell 
us  exactly  what  your  mission  is,  don’t  listen  to  people  on  the  other 
coast,  and  trade  the  inspection  statistics  for  kudo  letters  (of  which  you 
could  get  a  lot  more).  Direct  a  percentage  of  your  crime-fighting 
efforts,  while  in  the  Bay,  to  young  sailors,  regattas  and  other  yachting 
activities. 

Denis  Mahoney 
Lafayette 

Denis  —  We  think  you’re  going  overboard  in  suggesting  that  the 
Coast  Guard  become  directly  involved  in  yacht  racing,  youth  sailing, 
and/or  schmoozing.  The  first  things  they  should  do  are  to  have  every 
Coastie  read  How  to  Make  Friends  and  Influence  People,  replace  the 
guns  with'smiles,  use  a  little  common  sense,  and  get  back  to  the  core 
mission  of  saving  lives  and  natural  resources  as  efficiently  as  possible. 
The  new  paramilitary  attitude  is  the  most  boneheaded  waste  of 
taxpayer  dollars  we’ve  seen  in  a  long  time. 

JltlA  MINOR  INCONVENIENCE 

It’s  time  to  turn  down  the  volume  on  the  issue  of  Coastie 
boardings.  I’ve  been  boarded  twice  and  nothing  bad  has  happened 

—  other  than  to  my  blood  pressure.  It  may  be  unfair,  but  some  people 
will  argue  that  it’s  unfair  that  some  of  us  have  the  time  and  money  to 
have  a  boat. 

I  don’t  know  who  is  right  or  who  is  wrong,  but  one  thing  I  do 
know:  using  threat  of  force  against  Coasties  is  a  big  mistake.  The 
safety  of  their  personnel  comes  first.  The  more  loaded  weapons  on 
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LETTERS 


SPINNAKER  SHOP 
SPINNAKERS 
OVERALL  WINNERS 
1 996  PACIFIC  CUP 


Still  winning  on  their  THIRD  Hawaii  race 
Built  to  win  -  Built  to  last 

All  recuts  and  repairs 
Canvas  work 

Dealer  for: 

Musto  Weather  Gear  •  ATN  Spinnaker  Sock 


SPINNAKER  SHOP 

921  E.  CHARLESTON,  PALO  ALTO,  CA  94303 
(Behind  West  Marine) 

415  858-1544 


both  sides,  the  greater  the  risk  of  an  accident.  Nobody  wants  that. 

The  way  I  see  it,  if  you  have  nothing  to  hide,  you  have  nothing  to 
fear.  Put  up  those  placards.  Charge  those  fire  extinguishers.  Buy 
those  lifejackets.  Install  that  holding  tank  or  porta-potti.  And  when  the 
Coasties  come  calling,  recognize  it  for  what  it  is,  a  minor 
inconvenience. 

But  remember  one  thing:  the  Coasties  are  not  the  Red  Coats  or 
jack-booted  thugs.  They  are  a  bunch  of  men  and  women  trying  to  do 
their  jobs.  By  making  them  out  to  be  villains,  we  are  polarizing  the 
issue. 

Robert  Salmons 
Berkeley 

Robert  —  You  might  be  the  on/y  person  left  in  Berkeley  who  is 
unclear  on  the  concept  and  the  need  for  ciuil  liberties. 

Npbody  has  suggested  that  force  be  used  against  the  Coast  Guard. 
First  off,  there’s  no  need.  Once  their  'boardings  for  appropriations' 
policy  is  exposed  to  the  public,  it  ain’t  gonna  float  very  well. 
Secondly,  who  would  be  stupid  enough  to  use  force  against  the  Coast 
Guard?  Somebody  is  going  to  what  —  shoot  a  Coastie  out  by  Harding 
Rock  and  then  try  to  make  a  getaway  in  a  Cal  29?  Despite  the 
extremely  high  stakes  in  some  Caribbean  smuggling  cases,  no  Coastie 
has  ever  been  shot  and  killed  during  a  boarding.  We’re  not  even  sure 
a  Coastie  has  ever  been  shot. 

We  totally  agree  that  the  fewer  weapons,  the  less  tension.  This  is 
why  enlightened  law  enforcement  agencies  have  been  backing  away 
from  demonstrations  of  force  —  be  it  authoritarian  uniforms  or 
excessive  weaponry  —  except  where  clearly  warranted.  If  anything 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  boardings,  it’s  that  the  Coasties  don’t 
need  to  be  armed  —  unless  their  intent  is  to  alienate  the  public. 

Can  we  assume  it  would  be  all  right  with  you  —  because  you 
"don’t  have  anything  to  hide"  —  if  packs  of  armed  cops,  on  a  semi¬ 
regular  basis,  stormed  your  home  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  to 
search  for  drugs?  Because  it’s  sort  of  unfair  that  not  everybody  can 
afford  a  house  would,  we  suppose,  be  further  justification  for  such 
raids. 

Should  boats  be  safe,  pollution  free,  and  carry  all  the  required 
safety  equipment?  Damn  right  they  should.  And  if  this  were  what  the 
Coast  Guard  truly  cared  about,  they’d  have  unarmed  Coasties  check 
boats  at  the  dock  —  where  it  could  be  done  10  times  as  efficiently  as 
on  the  water,  with  less  danger  to  people  and  boats,  and  with  less 
intrusion  into  peoples’  lives.  After  all,  wouldn’t  it  be  wiser  if  the  Coast 
Guard  terminated  "unsafe  voyages"  before  they  even  began? 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  folks  in  the  Coast  Guard  are  great 
people  —  which  is  why  we’ve  been  getting  letters  of  disgust  from  both 
current  and  former  Coasties.  Unfortunately,  these  good  folks  have 
been  saddled  with  the  nit-wit  new  paramilitary  look  and  style.  That 
you  should  blame  mariners  for  the  resulting  problems  is  like  blaming 
Nicole  for  getting  her  throat  slit. 

Mhighest  standards  of  professionalism 

At  about  noon  on  August  2,  while  near  Treasure  Island,  our  37-ft 
sailboat  Sapphire  began  taking  on  water.  My  wife  and  I  were  unable 
to  determine  the  source  of  the  leak,  so  our  vessel  was  in  immediate 
danger  of  sinking.  Since  we  were  so  busy  trying  to  find  the  leak  and 
pump  out  the  water,  we  asked  the  crew  of  another  sailboat  to  call  the 
Coast  Guard.  Harry  and  Pat  Nystrom  of  the  Patty  J.  did  just  that. 

We  estimate  that  it  took  just  10  minutes  for  a  Coast  Guard  vessel, 
with  Petty  Officer  Daniel  W.  Mickelson  in  charge,  to  arrive  on  the 
scene  and  begin  rendering  assistance.  Our  situation  was  extremely 
dangerous  because  for  unknown  reasons  both  our  electric  and 
manual  bilge  pumps  had  failed.  All  we  had  left  was  a  low  capacity 
portable  hand  pump.  Having  secured  all  the  thru-hulls,  we  soon 
determined  that  none  of  them  were  the  source  of  the  flooding.  It 
wasn  t  until  hours  later  that  we  discovered  that  a  one-inch  hose  had 
blown  off  the  discharge  side  of  the  diesel’s  heat  exchanger,  allowing 
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SAILING  ADVENTURES 


South  Pacific  *  Chile  *■  Antarctica  *  IVlexico  *  Alaska 

Our  custom  yachts  are  headed  throughout  the  Pacific  on  sailing 
voyages  that  provide  incredible  learning  adventures.  Navigation, 
seamanship  and  passagemaking  skills  are  emphasized  underway  by 
professional  skipper/educators.  Ashore,  you'll  explore  destinations 
and  cultures  well  off  the  charter  path.  The  boats,  54’  -  65',  are  fast, 
seaworthy  and  comfortable.  Voyages  range  from  one  to  three  weeks. 
Our  15th  year  of  sail  training;  more  than  160,000  miles  sailed. 

Winter^Spring  91 

Kf  Mexico  &  Sen  of  Ca 


Summer  97 
Tahiti  A  Hawaii  4 


Newport 


Marquesas 


Fmi/wmter  96  &  9 
Cape  Horn  * 
Heavy  Weather  Semi 

/  Spring  97 
few  Zealand  * 
fahiti  *  Hawaii 


Summer  97 
Transpac  Race 
skan/Canadian  Coasts 


||Si|  Orange  Coast  College  Sailing  Adventures 
1  1 801  W .  Coast  Highway,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 


SAILING 

CENTER 


PH  714.645.9412  FAX  714.645.1859 
email:  kmiller@lib.occ.cccd.edu 


Yacht 

Insurance 


ALASKA  to  PANAMA 
MEXICO  Liability  Insurance 
Racing/Cruising  HAWAII  Pacific  Cup? 


Mariner's  General  Insurance  Group 

2507  West  Coast  Hwy.  #101 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(714)  642-5174 

Fax  (714)  642-0252 

(800)  992-4443 

2500  Westlake  North,  Ste.  C 
Seattle,  WA  98109 

(206)  281-8144 

Fax (206) 281-8036 

(800)  823-2798 

30+  Years  in  Business 
Admitted  Insurance  Companies 
Direct  Company  Appointments 


TRAILERABLE 


7 


1  ip  •  jl  S®BS 

pfj 

Complete  Ready-to-Sail  Package 
Includes:  trailer,  sails  and  much,  much  more! 

'  . ’ !  .  j  j  ,  ’ 

•  Faster  under  sail  than  any  competing  trailerable 

•  Full  standing  headroom  •  Speeds  to  25  mph  under  power 

•  Wheel  steering  •  Full  galley  •  Fully  enclosed  head 
‘  •  Raised  dinette  •  Water  ballast  system 
•  48  quart  COLEMAN®  ice  chest 

•  8'  for  legal  trailering  •  Shallow  draft 

•  Low  trailering  weight:  Boat  2,100  lb$.,  Trailer  650  lbs. 

•  Launch  &  rig  in  10  minutes 

•  Centerboard  retracts  completely  •  6'3"  long,  deep  cockpit 

•  Sleeps  6  in  3  double  berths  •  Easy  to  tow 
•  Foam  flotation:  Will  stay  afloat  if  damaged 

•  Bow  pulpit,  stern  pulpits,  and  lifelines 


•  FREE!  Call  tor  full  color  16-page  brochure 


1 997  All-New 
MacGregor 
26X 


MARINA  VILLAGE  HARBOR 
1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  #103  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Gene  Arena  •  (51 0)  523-9292 


Representing  MacGregor  Sailing  Yachts 
Since  1968 


AREN A YACHT SALES 


Clubs  •  Chartering  •  Commercial 
Worldwide  Coverage  Available 


December,  1996  •  •  Page  71 


the  fantastic  plastic  place 


Seaworthy! 


...we  have  solutions  for  marine  repairs 


•  •• 


TAP  Our  Resources 

>  Acrylic '•  Polycarbonates  •  Delrin®  •Acetal 
•  High  Density  Polyethylene  •  HDPE 

•  Custom  Acrylic  Fabrications 
n  \  •  Premium  Marine  Grade  Epoxy  System 

•  Epoxy  and  Polyester  Resins 

•  Fiberglass  Fabric  and  Fillers 

•  Kevlar ®  •  Knytex"  •  BaltekMat 

•  Unidirectional  Graphite 


Vinyl  Graphics  •  Lettering 


TAP  Plastics  Inc 


Bellevue  WA  •  12021  NE  Northup  Way  . 

Cupertino  CA  •  1 0 1 5 1  S.  De  Anza  Blvd  . 

Dublin  CA  *7176  Regional  St . 

El  Cerrito  CA  •  1 0760  San  Pablo  Ave . 

Fremont  CA  *5160  Mowry  Ave . . 

Mountain  View  C A  •  3 1 2  Castro  St . 

Pittsburg  CA  •  4225  Century  Blvd . . 

Portland  OR  •  3818  SE  Powell  . 

Pleasant  Hill  CA  •  1478  Contra  Costa  Blvd  . 

Sacramento  CA  •  4538  Auburn  Blvd . 

Sacramento  CA  •  4506  Florin  Rd . 

San  Francisco  CA  •  1 54  S.  Van  Ness  Ave . 

San  Jose  CA  *1212  The  Alameda . 

San  Jose  CA  •  1008  Blossom  Hill  Rd . 


.(206) 
.  (408) 
.(510) 
.(510) 
.(510) 
•  (415) 
.(510) 


861-0940 

252-8600 

828-7744 

525-3508 

796-3550 

962-8430 

778-1223 

.(503)  230-0770 
.(510)  798-0420 
.(916)  481-7584 
.(916)  429-9551 
.(415)  864-7360 
.  (408)  292-8685 
.  (408)  265-6400 


San  Leandro  CA  *3011  Alvarado  . 

San  Mateo  CA  •  606  South  B  St . . 

San  Rafael  CA  •  900  Andersen  Dr . 

Santa  Rosa  CA  •  2770  Santa  Rosa  Av 

Stockton  CA  •  5757  Pacific  Av . 

Tigard  OR  •  1 5230  SW  Sequoia  Pkwy  .. 


..(510)  357-3755 
..(415)  344-7127 
..(415)  454-6393 
...  (707)  544-5772 
...  (209)  957-2036 
..  (503)  620-4960 
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sea  water  to  pour  into  the  boat.  Fortunately,  we’d  shut  down  the 
engine  as  soon  as  we  became  aware  of  the  flooding,  and  that 
stemmed  the  flow. 

In  any  event,  Mickelson  and  his  crew  not  only  put  a  portable  pump 
into  action  immediately,  but  also  took  simultaneous  steps  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  our  crew.  They  then  tried  to  determine  the  cause  of  the 
flooding.  After  the  situation  was  stabilized,  although  not  completely 
diagnosed,  they  conducted  a  safety  inspection  in  a  very  polite  and 
courteous  manner.  We  passed.  After  asking  us  what  our  preferred 
destination  would  be,  they  went  to  the  extra  trouble  of  contacting 
several  yards  until  they  found  one  willing  to  haul  us  that  day,  which 
meant  we  wouldn’t  have  to  wait  forever  to  discover  what  caused  the 
leak.  The  incident  concluded  with  the  Patti)  J-  towing  us  —  after  the 
Coast  Guard  confirmed  that  we  were  no  longer  flooding  —  to 
Svendsen’s  Yard  in  Alameda. 

Vie’ re  aware  that  the  Coast  Guard  receives  more  than  its  share  of 
criticism,  but  we  just  want  everyone  to  know  that  their  performance, 
in  our  opinion,  was  outstanding.  Their  response  was  rapid,  effective, 
and  carried  out  with  the  highest  standards  of  professionalism  —  and 
courtesy.  In  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  we  didn’t  note  the  number 
of  thb  Coast  Guard  vessel  that  assisted  us.  We  hope  Petty  Officer 
Mickelson  will  pass  along  our  thanks  to  the  other  members  of  the 
crew. 

Steve  and  Janet  Wei 
Sapphire 
Lafayette 

Steve  &  Janet  —  That’s  the  kind  of  stuff  that  earned  the  Coast 
Guard  its  once  golden  reputation.  Nobody  does  better  rescue  work 
than  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 

Modern  sailboats  rarely  flood  because  of  problems  with  the  hull. 
Invariably  the  problem  is  with  a  hose  coming  off  of  one  of  the  thru- 
hulls,  the  stuffing  box,  or  around  the  engine.  All  potentially  dangerous 
thru-hulls  and  engine  hoses  should  have  their  location  noted  on  a 
posted  chart.  In  case  of  an  imminent  sinking,  you  know  exactly  where 
to  go. 

Once  leaks  get  pretty  far  along,  it  becomes  difficult  to  locate  the 
source  of  the  water.  A  bilge  alarm  is  a  good  way  to  solve  this  problem. 
You  also  want  to  know  where  your  bilge  pump  pick-ups  are,  because 
they  invariably  clog  almost  immediately. 

Util  DIDN’T  SHOW  UP  ON  RADAR 

Not  all  professionals  know  the  Rules  of  the  Road  —  nor  do  they 
use  common  sense. 

On  September  8  at  1605,  1  had  the  rare  opportunity  to  meet  an 
incompetent  professional.  I  was  sailing  an  Islander  sailboat  toward  the 
Channel  Islands  Harbor  breakwater  when  I  noticed  the  Toby  Tide,  an 
180-ft  oil  platform  workboat  bearing  about  110°  degrees  on  our 
starboard  bow.  He  made  steady  progress  at  about  12  knots  and 
showed  no  change  in  his  bearing  angle.  We  were  on  a  collision 
course.  My  obligation  was  to  maintain  my  course  and  heading.  His 
obligation  was  to  change  course  and/or  speed  in  order  to  pass  me 
clear.  I  maintained  course  until  it  became  evident  that  he  was  not 
going  to  change  course  or  speed,  and  that  we’d  be  run  down  unless 
I  did  something. 

I  made  a  quick  assessment  of  my  options,  and  turned  to  starboard, 
hoping  I  wasn’t  being  targeted  by  some  insane  ship  operator.  The 
Toby  Tide  missed  us  by  20  feet.  1  didn’t  observe  anyone  on  the 
bridge,  so  I  realized  that  it  wasn’t  personal,  I’d  just  dodged  an 
'unguided  missile'. 

As  we  passed  alongside  —  now  at  about  25  feet  —  my  passenger 
noticed  a  man  with  dark  curly  hair  and  a  moustache  looking  out  the 
side  window.  He  wasn’t  smiling  at  all.  After  giving  us  a  startled  look, 
he  headed  toward  the  helm.  I  have  to  admit  that  1  gave  him  'the 
finger'  —  although  I  suspect  he  missed  my  message. 

I  called  him  five  times  on  Channel  16.  When  he  finally  answered, 
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San  Francisco  is  Home 
to  Some  of  the 
Most  Thrilling  Sailing 
he  World 


MARINA  VILLAGE 

Much  More  Than  Just  a  Marina 

(510)  521-0905 


However. . . 
You  Don't  Want 
That  Thrill  and 
Excitement 
at  Your  Slip! 


After  you're  through  with  the 
thrills  of  sailing  the  Bay, 
pull  into  a  berth  at  the  Bay's 
quietest,  most  protected  marina. 
Enjoy  all  weather  protection 
at  Marina  Village. 
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Thousands  of  bluewater  miles... 

Acres  of  fabric... 

Miles  of  rigging... 

Tons  of  hardware... 

It  all  adds  up... 

For  over  twenty-seven  years  Larsen  Sails  has  been 
serving  Northern  California  sailors.  The  experience 
offers  you  a  reliable  source  for  dependable  sails 
and  rigging. 

Over  the  years  we've  covered  a  lot  of  ocean  with 
our  customers.  It  all  adds  up  to  service,  knowl¬ 
edge  and  product  that  will  give  you  the  best 
sailing  ever. 

Cash  in  now... 

CALL  ABOUT  OUR  WINTER  SPECIALS! 


Larsen  Sails 

Designed  for  Speed  -  Engineered  for  Durability 

Dealers  For/Harken,  Dutchman,  Schaefer,  Profurl,  Furlex 

(800)  347-6817 

1041 A  17th  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

Bob  White  •  Kurt  Larsen 
(408)  476-3009  •  Fax  408-479-4275 


I  told  him  1  didn’t  appreciate  having  to  play  chicken  with  a  vessel  the 
size  of  Toby  Tide  that  wasn’t  under  command.  His  sorry  reply  was 
that  I  didn’t  show  up  on  his  radar.  1  told  him  to  take  his  head  out  of 
his  radar  bucket  and  look  out  the  window.  There  was  at  least  10  miles 
visibility  at  the  time.  I  also  told  him  1  was  going  to  let  his  supervisor 
know  what  had  happened. 

His  final  apologetic  reply  was  that  I  didn’t  show  up  on  radar  and 
that  1  should  have  a  good  day.  It  made  him  sound  even  more  stupid. 

This  clown  has  some  serious  seamanship  deficiencies: 

1)  He  needs  radar  to  see  where  he  is  going  in  clear  weather. 

2 )  He  apparently  believes  that  vessels  don’ t  exist  unless  they  'paint' 
on  his  radar. 

3)  He’s  operating  his  vessel  at  12  knots  in  a  congested  area 
without  looking  forward. 

1  reported  the  incident  to  the  Coast  Guard,  the  skipper’s  boss  — 
Who  was  very  embarrassed  and  apologetic  —  and  to  Exxon.  I’m 
looking  forward  to  meeting  this  guy  pretty  soon,  and  he  won’t  need 
a  radar  to  see  me. 

Sean  Kellythorne 
Ecstacy 

Channel  Islands  Harbor 

Sean  —  We’re  in  no  way  apologizing  for  the  watch  that  was 
apparently  not  being  kept  on  that  vessel,  but  would  nonetheless 
advise  you  to  treat  all  large  vessels  as  though  nobody  were  on  the 
bridge.  It  may  take  a  little  extra  time  and  effort,  but  it  means  that  you 
—  rather  than  someone  else  —  are  in  charge  of  your  own  life. 

Mdope  importers 

Having  been  boarded  three  or  four  times  by  the  Coasties  during 
the  past  15  years,  I  feel  that  you  and  some  of  your  'little  Lord 
Fauntleroy'  readers  are  blowing  the  matter  out  of  proportion.  It’s  safe 
to  say  that  the  dope  'importers'  will  use  almost  every  kind  of  ocean- 
capable  craft  afloat.  Our  Coasties  can’t  tell  by  looking  which  has,  and 
which  has  not,  got  the  life-demeaning  and  destroying  junk  onboard. 

The  matter  of  search  and  seizure  —  without  a  search  warrant — on 
a  boat  is  not  the  same  as  search  and  seizure  of  one’s  house  on  shore. 
Shoreside  households  cannot  relocate  or  move  around,  but  can  still 
be  entered  without  a  warrant  on  basis  of  'probable  cause'.  On  the 
other  hand,  ocean  going  vessels  can  travel  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
miles  with  their  illicit  cargo. 

The  times  I’ve  been  boarded,  Coasties  were  the  very  soul  of 
courtesy.  They  searched  without  leaving  much  or  any  mess. 

With  the  growing  dope  addiction  in  our  beloved  country  today,  I 
say  the  Coasties  are  doing  as  good  a  job  as  can  be  done  to  minimize 
the  influx  of  drugs.  They  should  not  be  hampered  or  heckled  in  their 
efforts  to  do  their  job. 

Alfred  Anderson 
Trenayle 
Oakland 

Alfred  —  It’s  estimated  that  90%  of  all  attempts  to  smuggle  drugs 
are  successful.  If  that’s  a  good  job  of  drug  interdiction,  we’re  J.  Edgar 
Hoover.  The  truth  is  that  our  borders  and  shores  are  almost  totally 
porous  to  drugs  and  illegal  aliens.  Our  government’s  response? 
Harass  recreational  mariners  and  pretend  to  be  addressing  the 
problem.  Brilliant. 

If  your  goal  is  to  eliminate  life-destroying  drugs  in  the  United 
States,  why  not  advocate  giving  police  the  same  authority  to  search 
homes  and  businesses  as  the  Coast  Guard  has  to  search  boats?  Given 
that  ammunition,  it  would  be  easy  to  win  the  'war  on  drugs'. 

By  the  way,  anyone  with  half  a  lick  of  sense  can  tell  if  a  boat  has 
been  at  sea  for  a  long  time  or  if  she’s  Joaded  down  with  cargo.  As  far 
as  we  can  tell,  not  that  many  people  are  still  smuggling  dope  in 
recreational  boats. 
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DOLPHIN  PRODUCTIONS  PRESENTS 

The  Cruising  Lifestyle 


Vol.  1 
The  Sea 
of  Cortez 

•  Sun  Carlos 

•  Bahia  Concepcion 

•  Bahia  Sanjuanico 

•  Puerto  Escondido 

•  Bahia  Aqua  Verde 

•  San  Evaristo 

•  Ensenada  Grande 

•  Caleta  Partida 

•  La  Paz  &  Race  Week 


Vol.  2 

La  Paz  to  Mazatlan 
&  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  La  Paz 

•  Bahia  Las  Muertos 

•  Mazatlan 

•  San  Bias 

•  Chacala 

•  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  La  Cruz 

•  Punta  DeMita 


Join  Jerry  &  Mickie  Hallett  in  their  cruising 
adventures  in  Mexico  aboard  their  boat,  “Mickie’s 
Finn -Again”.  See  the  marinas,  anchorages,  cities, 
villages  and  the  people  from  the  Sea  of  Cortez  to 

Allow  2-3  weeks  for  deliver)  •  Tapes  guaranteed  against  defects 
DEALERS  WANTED 


Ww  ?■  -  A 


Vol.  3 

Puerto  Vallarta 
to  Las  Hadas 

•  Puerto  Vallarta 

•  Guadalajara 

•  Ipala 

•  Bahia  Chamela 

•  Bahia  Tenacatita 

•  Melaque 

•  Barra  de  Navidad 

•  Las  Hadas 

•  Manzanillo 


-Las  Hadas -Manzanillo.  Included  are  Latitudes  & 
Longitudes  of  each  anchorage  &  marina,  provisioning, 
fuel  availability,  VHF,  HAM  &  SSB  frequencies,  wind 
and  sea  conditions  and  much  more.  VHS  Video. 

Contact  vour  local  marine  dealer  or  call: 

800-810-3435 

Money  Orders  •  Checks  •  Visa  •  MasterCharge 


VALLEJO 

MARINA 


42  Harbor  Way 
Vallejo;  CA  94590 

707-648-4660  FAX 

707-648-4370 


GATEWAY 
TO  THE  BAY 
&  THE  DELTA 

featuring 

The  Best  Fuel  Prices 
in  the  Bay. 

DIESEL  FUEL  PRICES 

BAY  AREA: 
$1.40+  PER  GALLON 

PERMANENT 

BERTHERS: 

$1.12  PER  GALLON 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS 


FULL  SERVICE  MARINA 

BOAT  YARD 

CLOSE  TO  MANY 
TOURIST  ATTRACTIONS 

TWO  ON-SITE 
RESTAURANTS 

WATERFRONT 

ACTIVITIES 


the  Wave  of  the  future 


HEZATBCI I  SYSTtJVtS 


THE  FUTURE  IN  HEATING 
IS  HERE  and  ONLY  ESPAR 
HAS  IT! 

Available  in  6,150, 10,000, 

16,000  &  28,000  BTU  Models, 
the  new  Espars  offer: 

•  Advanced  computer  control 
system 

•  High  efficiency  blower 

•  Trouble  shooting  diagnostics 

•  Glow  plug  cleaning  cycle 

•  Expanded  safety  features 

•  Ten  models  to  choose  from:  Hot  air  or  hot  water 


v:  V  v_y' 


MARINE  SERVICE 

298  Harbor  Dr. 
Sausalito/  CA 
94965 

41 5-332-3780 
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TILLER 

THRILLER 


NAVICO 

These  Tillerpilots  offer 
high  performance  and 
low  power  consumption 

The  TP100  and  TP300C  tillerpilots  are  the 
most  powerful  in  their  price  range, 
delivering  enough  thrust  to  keep  you  on 
course  without  draining  your  batteries. 
Both  the  TP100  and  TP300C  are  easy  to 
use:  set  your  course,  press  "Auto",  and 
that's  it!  Singlehanders  and  skippers  with 
inexperienced  crews  will  love  the  auto¬ 
tack  feature,  which  frees  the  captain  up 
to  handle  sheets  while  tacking.  The 
TP300C  also  features  an  NMEA  interface, 
as  well  as  the  steer-to-GPS  Nav-Lock™ 
feature,  which  allows  the  Tillerpilot  to 
steer  to  your  currently  active  GPS 
waypoint  with  just  a  single  keystroke. 
Adjustable  gain  and  seastate  let  you 
tailor  the  Tillerpilot  to  the  current 
conditions,  whether  you're  just  ghosting 
along  or  hanging  on  for  dear  life  in  a 
blow.  Both  units  boast  tough  storm-proof 
construction,  protecting  ali  electronics 
and  digital  processors  in  a  double-sealed 
compartment. 

TP100  (for  boats  to  7,000  lb.  displacement) 

143  lb.  thrust,  hardover  time  of  9  sec. 
Model  266629  Reg.  $399.95 

in  * 


95 

TP300C  (for  boats  to  20,000  lb.  displacement) 
187  lb.  thrust,  hardover  time  of  5  sec. 
Model  2)66637  Reg.  $599.95 

$5699 

Sale  prices  expires  December  24,  1996! 


9H  West  Marine 

We  make  boat-ing  more  fun!" 


Convenient  Locations  Mationwitie! 

Oakland . 2200  Livingston  St . 510-532-5230 

Palo  Alto  . 850  San  Antonio  Rd . 415-494-6660 

Sacramento . 9500  Micron  Ave . 916-366-3300 

Santa  Cruz . 2450  17th  Ave . 408-476-1800 

Sausalito . 295  Harbor  Dr.  . 415-332-0202 

New!  San  Francisco . 101  Townsend  St . 415-543-3035 

S.  San  Francisco  . 608  Dubuque  Ave . 415-873-4044 

Stockton  . 1810  Field  Ave . 209-464-2922 

Honolulu  . Ill  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd . 808-845-9900 

TOLL  FREE  PHONE  ORDERING 
1.800-538-0775  *  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK! 


LOOSE  LIPS 


Readers  beware. 

It  doesn’t  happen  often,  and  it  doesn’t  happen  with  any 
predictable  regularity,  but  there  may  be  people  out  there  trying  to 
scam  Latitude  readers  and  advertisers.  In  the  past  year,  we  have 
received  two  letters  indicating  that  when  subscriptions  run  out  or  ad 
renewal  time  comes,  people  receive  notifications  from  places  in  the 
midwest  with  such  names  as  the  Advertising  Exchange. 

We  don’t  work  that  way.  The  only  thing  we  farm  out  at  Latitude  is 
the  printing.  Everything  else,  we  do  ourselves.  And  unlike  most  other 
publications,  we  do  not  sell  our  lists  of  subscribers,  advertisers  or 
anything  else  to  anyone  else. 

So  if  you  get  something  from  someone  saying  they’re  affiliated 
with  us,  and  they  want  money,  don’t  fall  for  it.  And  please,  let  us 
know  about  it. 

Steel  boats,  iron  men. 

On  October  2,  Nigel  Smith  on  board  the  British  Steel  Challenge 
yacht  Time  &  Tide  broke  his  right  leg  just  above  the  knee,  exposing 
the  joint.  As  the  boat  was  still  several  days  out  of  Rio  on  its  round  the 
world  race,  the  boat’s  medic  cleaned  the  wound,  gave  it  a  squirt  of 
WD40  and  then  asked  the  sail  repair  team  for  their  opinions.  They 
decided  to  Sikaflex  the  inner  scar  tissue  to  provide  a  firm  base,  then 
started  suturing.  The  repair  was  held  together  with  —  what  else?  — 
duct  tape  until  Smith  could  receive  professional  care  in  Rio. 

The  British  Steel  Challenge  is  an  upwind  (east  to  west)  round-the- 
world  marathon  raced  in  14  identical  67-ft  steel  yachts.  It  started  in 
Southampton  on  September  28.  By  the  way,  Smith  is  one  of  several 
amputees  taking  part  in  the  grueling  race. 

Eight  bells. 

Bay  sailors  lost  three  more  of  their  own  recently.  W.  Burbeck 
'Bur'  Johnson,  one  of  the  real  movers  and  shakers  in  Northern 
California  yachting  in  the  ’60s  and  ’70s,  passed  away  in  July  in 
Bellingham,  Washington.  He  was  73. 

Among  many  other  boating-related  activities  on  and  off  the  water, 
Johnson  became  the  'Braveheart'  of  boating  when,  in  the  late  ’60s,  he 
melded  the  various  feifdoms  of  Southern  and  Northern  California 
yachting  together  under  the  Pacific  Inter-Club  Yachting  Association’s 
legislative  arm,  BOAT  (Boat  Owners  Together).  The  effectiveness  of 
this  organization,  which  Bur  chaired  at  various  times  through  the  late 
’60s  and  early  ’70s,  came  to  the  attention  of  the  National  Boating 
Federation,  resulting  in  improved  relations  of  boating  organizations 
across  the  country. 

Veteran  Bay  Area  yacht  salesman  Paul  Chandler  also  passed 
away  last  month  at  age  56. 

Paul  was  a  familiar  face  in  the  yacht  brokerage  scene,  with  a  loyal 
following  and  a  rich  store  of  knowledge.  He  worked  at  a  number  of 
Bay  Area  firms  over  the  years  including  Sunset  Yachts,  Passage 
Yachts,  Bill  Gorman  Yachts  and  Bay  Island  Yachts.  Paul  delighted  in 
introducing  new  sailors  to  the  wonders  of  boating.  He  was  particularly 
adept  at  matching  buyers  and  sellers,  and  many  of  his  clients  became 
close  friends. 

Paul  was  one  of  the  lucky  who  combined  his  vocation  and 
avocation.  He  was  a  long  time  liveaboard  on  his  pride  and  joy,  the 
Mason  43  Silhouette.  He  was  quite  an  aficionado  of  A1  Mason 
designs,  and  did  a  great  deal  to  boost  the  popularity  of  these 
traditional  designs. 

Paul  had  recently  joined  Ballena  Bay  Yachts  where  he  was 
building  their  brokerage  business  in  sailboats.  He  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  Mary  McManus  of  Walnut  Creek,  as  well  as  many  friends  and 
colleagues. 

Finally,  on  October  19,  with  a  crew  of  friends  aboard  and  a  brisk 
breeze  in  his  hair,  Carl  Ballard  died  at  the  helm  of  his  beloved 
Mistral.  Carl  was  an  active  sailor  and  irrepressible  racer.  He  regularly 
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TM 
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Apelco 

501  Plus 
5-Watt 
Handheld 
VHF 

•  All  U.S.  and 
International 
channels 

•  Instant  weather 
channel  access. 
Weather  Watch, 

16  Plus,  dual  watch 
and  more 

•  Three-year 
warranty 

Model  222309 
Reg.  5189.95 

195 


20  West  Marine 

Clock  and 

Barometer 

Plaque  Set 

•  Solid  brass  instruments  | 
with  heavy,  beveled 
glass  crystals 

•  Includes  solid  brass 
plaque  for  engraving 

Model  274847 


100 


Boating  Screen  Savers 


•  Fill  your  computer  screen  with  inspiring 

boating  scenes  , 

•  PC  compatible 

Title  Model 

Beautiful  Powerbpats  327967 


Ultimate  Sailing 
Reg.  $19.95 


175903 


Youp  Choice 


148S 


Propane  BBQ 

•  High-quality  stainless 
steel  construction 

•  Lids  and  grills  attach  to 
prevent  loss  overboard 

Mounts  sold  separately 

Model  585521  Reg.  $137.50 


119 


99 


20  West  Marine 

Marine  Tool  Kit 

•  Most  of  the  basic  tools  required  for  motor, 
electrical,  and  trailer  maintenance  and  repair 

•  Forged,  tempered  and  thickly  chrome-plated 
to  resist  corrosion 

•  Packed  in  a  waterproof,  floating  case 
Model  290058  Reg.  $39.95 


r. 

V/- A 


^LOW 

PRICE! 


Convenient  locations  nationwide 


Oakland . 2200  Livingston  St . 510-532-5230 

Palo  Alto . 850  San  Antonio  Rd . 415-494-6660 

*  Sacramento . 9500  Micron  Ave . 916-366-3300 

Santa  Cruz . 2450  17th  Ave . 408-476-1800 

Sausalito . 295  Harbor  Dr . 415-332-0202 

New!  San  Francisco . 101  Townsend  St . 415-543-3035 

S.  San  Francisco . 608  Dubuque  Ave . 415-873-4044 

Stockton . 1810  Field  Ave . 209-464-2922 

Honolulu . Ill  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd . 808-845-9900 


To  order  by  phone 
24  hours  a  day  call 
1-800-5380775 
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E7M7I 

COMMUNICATION  &  NAVIGATION 

Two-way  screen  makes  the  new 
GPS  H  easy  to  use,  whether  you're 
on  the  water  or  on  the  road. 

Garmin  has  taken  their  most  popular  features  and  packed 
them  into  a  new  handheld  GPS  featuring  an  innovative 
two-way  screen  that  switches  from  vertical  to  horizontal 
orientation  at  the  press  of  a  button.  Use  it  vertically  on  the 
water;  motorists  and  cyclists  will  find  the  horizontal  screen 
orientation  makes  it  much  easier  to  use  the  GPS  II  while  it's 
resting  on  the  dashboard  of  a  car,  strapped  to  the  handlebars 
of  a  bike,  or  anywhere  there's  not  much  vertical  clearance. 

No  matter  where  you  find  yourself  using  it,  the  GPS  II  is 
loaded  with  great  features,  including: 

•  250  waypoints;  20  reversible  routes  of  up  to  30 
waypoints  each 

•  Crew  Overboard  and  TracBack  modes 

•  MultiTrack8™  receiver  simultaneously  tracks  and 
uses  up  to  8  satellites  for  fast,  accurate  positioning 

•  EZinit  for  fast  "point  and^shoot"  initializaton 


Model  360180 


99 


Sale  price  expires  December  24,  1996! 
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Sausalito . 295  Harbor  Dr . 415-332-0202 

New!  San  Francisco . 101  Townsend  St . 415-543-3035 

S.  San  Francisco  . 608  Dubuque  Ave . 415-873-4044 

Stockton  . 1810  Field  Ave . 209-464-2922 

Honolulu  . Ill  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd . 808-845-9900 

TOLL  FREE  PHONE  ORDERING 
1-800-538-0775  *  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK! 


LOOSE  LIPS 


placed  well  in  the  Catalina  30  fleet  with  his  other  boat,  Missy  B.  He 
also  recently  prided  himself  on  beating  Kathy  Mumm  and  her  Mischief 
back  from  Vallejo  —  even  though  Kathy  was  unaware  they  were 
racing. 

Carl  was  fond  of  reminding  his  crew  that,  "You  can’t  change  the 
wind  or  sea,  but  you  can  always  trim."  His  many  friends  can’t  change 
the  course  Carl  has  taken,  but  we  can  remember  his  love  and  joy  in 
sailing  the  Bay. 

The  other  Great  Pumpkin  Regatta. 

It  was  a  grim  reminder  of  the  forces  of  the  sea:  On  October  17, 
Bens  Unlimited  was  pitchpoled  by  a  huge  gust  of  wind.  The  next 
second,  the  craft  literally  blew  to  pieces,  chunks  flying  everywhere. 
But,  it  was  all  part  of  the  fun  of  the  Butte  Sailing  Club’s  8th  Annual 
Pumpkin  Race,  in  which  crews  carve  not  faces,  but  boats  out  of 
pumpkins.  Spray  guards  and  sails  made  of  paper  plates  complete  the 
one-design  aspect  of  the  competition ,  while  wild  multihulls  made  from 
banana  gourds  gear  up  in  the  ’unlimited1  category. 

It’s  probably  no  revelation  that  pumpkins  sail  about  as  well  as, 
well,  pumpkins.  We’re  not  talking  blur-the-film  fast  here.  By  contrast, 
some  of  the  banana  gourd  boats  skitter  across  the  water  like  giant 
dragonflies  on  crack.  All  in  the  name  of  fun,  of  course,  and  the  ’boats’ 
are  even  biodegradable. 

Attention  Coast  Guard  Group  San  Francisco! 

According  to  a  recent  article  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  "The 
Coast  Guard  wants  to  see  a  shift  away  from  the  traditional  role  of 
government  agency  as  regulator  to  one  of  partner.  The  Coast  Guard 
is  establishing  partnership  agreements  with  various  sectors  of  the 
maritime  industry  in  a  bid  to  improve  communication  between  the 
two  sides  and  establish  common  goals.  Rear  Admired  James  C.  Card, 
chief  of  the  Coast  Guard’s  Marine  Safety  and  Environmental  Protec¬ 
tion  Directorate,  sees  this  new  relationship,  based  on  mutual  trust 
achieved  through  "open  and  frank  communication",  as  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  way  of  improving  safety  at  sea." 

Could  they  really  have  been  writing  about  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard? 

There’s  big  money  in  smuggling  humans. 

In  just  one  day  in  October,  no  less  than  33  Cubans  managed  to 
make  it  to  shore  in  Florida  —  eight  of  them  aboard  an  18-foot  boat. 
The  eight  said  they  pooled  their  money  to  come  up  with  $1,200  —  a 
huge  fortune  in  Cuba  —  to  buy  the  pathetic  boat.  But  that  was  rela¬ 
tively  cheap  transportation  because  Immigration  officials  report  the 
going  rate  for  smuggling  a  Cuban  to  America  is  between  $3,500  to 
$6,000  per  person.  Shoot,  at  those  rates  we  could  have  paid  Big  O  off 
in  just  one  run  without  coming  anywhere  close  to  overcrowding. 

Strike  the  spanker!  Pull  the  pusher!  .  .  . 

As  most  of  you  know,  on  a  three-master,  the  spars  are  called  the 
fore,  main  and  mizzen.  Add  a  fourth  mast  aft  and  that’s  the  jigger. 
The  fifth,  spanker.  Then  pusher.  On  the  Thomas  W.  Lawson,  the  only 
seven  master  —  and  the  largest  schooner  —  ever  built,  the  final  mast 
was  the  driver.  At  least  formally.  At  a  more  practical  level,  one  of  the 
Lawson’s  captains  usually  referred  to  the  masts  somewhat  boringly  as 
the  fore,  main,  mizzen,  #4,  #5,  #6  and  spanker.  One  reference  in  the 
dim  recesses  of  our  mind  even  recalls  the  days  of  the  week  being  used 
for  at  least  some  of  the  Lawson’s  spars. 

As  noted  in  the  Autumn  1996  issue  of  Sea  History  (from  whence 
we  culled  this  item),  there  was  actually  little  standardization  of  what 
to  call  masts  beyond  the  usual  three,  especially  between  European 
and  American  ships.  Sometimes,  even  those  weren’t  sacrosanct. 
Some  skippers  called  the  third  mast  of  a  five-master  the  ’middle’. 
Others  referred  to  them  as  fore,  fore-main,  main,  mizzen  and  jigger. 
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Yachtsman  Chart  Books  are  easy  to  use,  inexpensive,  and  get  you  there  hassle- 
free.  The  Mexico  to  Panama  Chart  Book  includes  the  Gulf  of  California  and  the 
'  Panama  Canal  entrance.  The  Southern  California  Chart  Book  includes  Catalina 
Island  and  the  Northern  California  Chart  Book  includes  the  Sacramento  Delta 
and  San  Francisco  Bay.  All  the  Yachtsman  Chart  Books  are  fully  compatible, 
overlap  to  avoid  ’dead  zones'  and  they’re  available  with  Water-Tight  Bags. 

Call  us  now  for  mdre  information. 

1  •  800  •  878  •  7886 

Mariner’s 

CORPORATION 
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KISSINGER  CANVAS 


% 


Marine  Canvas  &  Interiors 
STEVEN  KISSINGER 

(510)  825-6734 

•  Biminis 

•  Boat  Covers 

•  Cushions 

•  Sail  Covers 

•  Headliners 

•  Awnings 


DODGERS  ENCLOSURES 


Side  handrails  Window  covers 

0 

&  included 

Window  covers 
included 


Free  Estimates  and  Delivery 


SIMDIRKOF 

Enemas 


HX250S 


Standard 

t  Communications 


Eclipse+ 


These  VHF  radios  are  loaded  with 
features  you’ll  love,  at  prices  that 
won’t  leave  you  talking  to  yourself. 

Standard  Communications  has  won  over  20  National 
Marine  Electronics  Association  awards  for  their  VHF 
radios,  for  good  reason.  First  in  the  industry  with  a  3- 
year  warranty  on  waterproof  radios,  Standard  has  a 
radio  for  every  need.  The  5-watt  HX250S  fits  comfort¬ 
ably  in  your  hand  and  packs  a  fist  full  of  essential  fea¬ 
tures,  including  a  programmable  scanner  with  priority 
scan,  NOAA  weather  alert  and  a  large  backlit  LCD  dis¬ 
play.  The  Edipse+  adds  one-button  channel  16/9  access, 
microphone  channel  selection  and  more.  Both  radios 
cover  ^ill  U. S.  and  international  channels,  and  come  with 
the  3-year  water  damage  warranty,  as  well  as  Standard's 
flat-fee  repair  plan  which  ensures  you'll  never  pay  more 
than  $65.00  for  replacement  or  repair  as  long  as  you 
own  your  radio.  ' 


HX250S-Model  266700 
Reg.  $269.95  * 

Eclipse+ 

White-Model  253635 
Black-Model  315897 
Reg.  $199.95 


95 


*188“ 


Sale  prices  expires  December  24,  1996! 
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toreador  of  the  cityfront 


bj  caldwell  to  speak 


He  is  no  postman,  but  Leendert  Kamelgarn  is  rarely  dissuaded  from  his 
appointed  'rounds'  on  the  Bay  by  wind,  rain,  contrary  current  or  any  other  act 
of  God.  Except  fog.  "A  Toro  is  a  small  enough  target  as  it  is,"  he  smiles. 

His  name  maymot  ring  any  bells,  but  if  you’ve  spent  any  time  sailing  off  the 
Cityfront  in  the  last,  well,  30  years,  you’ve  likely  seen  Leendert  out  on  one  of 
his  El  Toros.  As  he  has  since  1965,  Leendert  —  "Sandy"  to  locals  —  gets  out 
on  the  water  at  least  a  couple  of  times  a  week,  year-round.  In  the  summer, 
he’s  been  known  to  go  out  every  afternoon  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

From  the  time  he  built  his  first  Toro  in  Hawaii  in  1956  —  and  learned  to 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


On  September  28,  at  age  20,  Brian 
'BJ'  Caldwell,  Jr.,  became  the  youngest 
person  ever  to  circumnavigate.  Beginning  in 
June  of  1995,  he  sailed  the  Contessa  26  Mai 
(Miti)  Vavau  from  Hawaii,  through  the  South 
Seas  and  Indian  Ocean,  around  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  across  the  Atlantic  and  Carib¬ 
bean,  through  the  Panama  Canal  and  home, 
arriving  this  past  September  28.  The  27,000- 
mile  voyage  took  a  year  and  almost  four 
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months.  Most  of  it  was  chronicled  in  these 
pages  by  dispatches  from  BJ  himself. 

Although  the  'youngest'  aspect  of  BJ’s 
voyage  lasted  less  than  two  months  (see  the 
article  immediately  following  this  one),  his 
voyage  remains  an  amazing  achievement  for 
one  so  young.  Especially  when  you  consider 
that  he’d  wanted  to  do  it  since  he  was  15, 
and  had  pretty  much  been  worked  to  make 


continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


sail  it  in  the  Molokai  Channel  —  the  75-year-old  retired  college  art  teacher  has 
been  hooked  on  the  design.  Although  he’s  sailed  larger  boats,  "They’re  mostly 
pretty  boring,"  he  says. 

To  be  sure,  some  of  his  sails  on  Toros  have  gone  off  the  other  end  of  the 
scale.  Like  the  time  a  few  years  ago  when  the  whole  mast  and  frontpiece  blew 
out  of  the  boat  off  Angel  Island.  Leendert  did  a  delicate  balancing  act  in  the 
stern  of  the  wounded  boat  to  keep  it  from  swamping  until  rescue  arrived.  "I 
was  picked  up  by  a  guy  in  an  inflatable,  but  he  wouldn’t  rescue  my  boat,"  says 
Leendert.  "I  guess  all  the  screws  sticking  out  of  the  front  made  him  nervous." 

Kamelgarn  has  been  through  two  more  Toros  since  that  one.  All  have  been 
wood  ("I’m  allergic  to  fiberglass"),  and  all  have  been  named  Sandy,  after  his 
daughter.  The  middle  one  got  so  heavy  with  fiberglass  patches  that  it  had  to 
be  retired.  The  current  Sandy  seems  headed  for  a  similar  fate,  although 
Leendert  avoids  putting  patches  on  unless  they’re  absolutely  needed.  For 
example,  watching  the  seams  on  the  current  Sandy  'work'  up  to  IV2  inches  as 
the  boat  sails  doesn’t  bother  the  skipper  as  much  as  the  leaks.  If  he  feels  like 
he’s  starting  to  bail  too  much,  Sandy  gets  a  lay-day  while  he  installs  another 
patch. 

The  'function  before  beauty'  aspect  continues  aloft,  where  the  liberal  use 
of  duct  tape  helps  support  worn  batten  pockets  and  seams  in  the  mainsail. 
"Some  of  my  friends  say  that’s  all  that’s  holding  the  sail  together!"  he  laughs. 

Leendert  used  to  launch  from  Aquatic  Park  when  he  first  moved  to  the  Bay 
Area  in  the  mid-’60s.  Today,  he  bicycles  the  short  distance  from  his  San 
Francisco  apartment  to  where  the  boat  resides  on  a  small  float  at  the  City 
marina.  He  used  to  range  far  and  wide  across  the  Bay,  but  adventures  with  a 
lost  rudder,  a  split  mast  step  and  the  recognition  that  "I’m  not  as  young  as  I 
used  to  be"  keeps  him  closer  to  home  these  days.  Most  of  the  time,  he  confines 
his  sails  to  the  Cityfrpnt  as  far  north  as  the  Golden  Gate.  "I  use  the  beach  (at 
Crissy  Field)  as  my  'safety  valve',"  he  says.  If  anything  goes  wrong,  he  can 
beach  the  boat  there. 

Surprisingly  little  goes  wrong  considering  the  conditions  in  which  Leendert 
sails.  "I’ve  found  that  when  the  wind  gets  to  30,  an  El  Toro  starts  getting  hard 
to  tack,"  he  says  without  blinking  an  eye.  "Especially  if  there’s  a  big  ebb 
running.  And  you  sure  don’t  want  to  jibe  in  wind  like  that.  So  the  only  way  to 
do  it  is  scull  her  around." 

Ideal  conditions  for  the  native  of  Holland  are  the  same  the  rest  of  us  love 
most  during  the  summer:  15  to  20  knots  out  of  the  west.  "You  can  really  plane 
it  then.  That’s  the  best.  The  only  thing  you  have  to  watch  is  that  the  mast  is  so 
far  forward  on  an  El  Toro  that  it  wants  to  dive  under.  You  have  to  keep  sitting 
farther  aft  to  keep  it  up."  1 

His  preference  for  breeze  is  one  reason  Leendert  has  never  competed  in  El 
Toro  events,  such  as  the  annual  Bullship  Race  across  the  Golden  Gate.  "They 
cancel  the  race  when  the  wind  gets  to  18  knots,"  he  says.  "That’s  just  when  it 
gets  interesting!" 

Leendert  retired  in  1981  and  divides  his  passion  for  sailing  with  painting 
—  "pictures,  not  houses,"  he  clarifies.  Flukey  or  nonexistent  wind  usually 
means  he  gets  more  painting  done  in  the  winter.  But  if  the  breeze  is  up  and  the 
fog  isn’t  too  thick.  .  . 

Next  time  you’re  down  by  the  Cityfront  in  the  early  afternoon,  scan  the 
waters  close  offshore.  Chances  are  good  you’ll  spot  the  tiny  sail,  amply  duct- 
taped,  of  possibly  the  most  frequent  sailor  on  San  Francisco  Bay,  Leendert 
Kamelgarn.  t 

seatbelts/  helmets, 
airbags  —  and  now  this 

Dear  Race  Participant,  November  13,  1996 

I’m  writing  today  to  inform  you  of  an  important  new  safety  rule  affecting 
all  competitors  participating  in  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  races:  Beginning 
January  1,  1997,  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  will  be  requiring  the  use  of 
Personal  Flotation  Devices  (PFDs)  while  racing  in  Club  sponsored  events. 

Nobody  knows  better  than  the  sailboat  racers  how  treacherous  our 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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beautiful  Bay  waters  can  be.  But  being  the  competitive  group  that  we  are,  we 
sometimes  take  risks.  And  too  often  during  the  past  several  years,  those  risks 
have  resulted  in  tragedy.  Lives  have  been  lost.  And  perhaps  the  saddest  news 
of  all  is  that  virtually  all  those  lives  could  have  been  saved  had  the  competitor 
been  wearing  a  PFD. 

In  our  continuing  committment  to  improve  the  safety  of  our  sport  on  San 
Francisco  Bay,  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  will  introduce  new  language  in  all 
our  Sailing  Instructions  beginning  the  first  of  the  year.  We  have  encouraged 
all  Bay  Area  PICYA  clubs  to  join  us  in  implementing  this  rules  enhancement. 
The  new  language  will  read: 

It  shall  be  the  individual  responsibility  of  each  competitor  to  wear  adequate 
personal  buoyancy  when  racing.  A  wetsuit  is  not  adequate  buoyancy. 

I  hope  you  will  assist  us  in  implementing  this  important  safety  initiative  by 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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it  happen  since  that  time. 

Latitude  is  happy  to  announce  an  evening 
with  BJ  Caldwell,  Jr.,  on  Friday,  January  17, 
at  the  Corinthian  YC.  (Times  TBA.)  Mark 
your  calendars  now  to  meet  the  self-pro- 


young  aussie  usurps 


Those  of  you  who  followed  the  round- 
the-world  adventure  of  Brian  Caldwell,  Jr., 
on  these  pages  will  know  that  on  September 
28,  at  age  20,  he  became  the  youngest  per- 


Page82  •  UlUo/c  19  •  December,  1996 


SIGHTINGS 


—  cont’d 

claimed  'snot-nosed  kid  in  the  red  Contessa' 
and  hear  about  BJ’s  voyage,  what  he  thinks 
about  his  Australian  counterpart  and  his 
plans  for  the  future.  The  latter  may  surprise 
you. 


lifejackets  —  cont’d 

communicating  it  to  those  who  will  join  you  while  racing  in  St.  Francis  events 
this  coming  year. 

Thanks  in  advance  for  your  cooperation  and  assistance! 

—  P.  Terry  Anderlini 
Commodore 


bj’s  record 

son  ever  to  circumnavigate.  But  you  know 
what  they  say  records  are  made  for.  On 
November  17,  less  than  eight  weeks  after  BJ 


Editor’s  Note:  We  were  just  as  stunned  as  anyone  else  to  read  the  above 
mailing.  To  say  we  have  mixed  feelings  about  it  may  be  the  understatement  of 
the  year.  But  before  we  saddle  up  our  high  horse,  we’d  very  much  like  to  hear 
what  racers  think.  Is  this  new  requirement  fair?  Unfair?  Will  you  do  it?  Will  you 
protest  it?  And  what  the  heck  does  "adequate  personal  buoyancy"  mean, 
anyway?  Let  us  know  by  mid-December  and  in  the  January  issue  we’ll  make 
it  the  first  hot  potato  of  1997. 


/ 
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The  inset  is  of  Shamaness. 

Three  other  neat  things  about 
the  photography:  1)  the  pictures 
were  ready  when  the  fleet  arrived 
in  Cabo;  2)  A  package  that 
included  two  8X10s  and  two 
5X7s  cost  just  $30;  and  3)  There 
was  still  enough  'profit'  to  donate 
money  to  the  orphanage  in  La 
Paz. 

Kudos  to  Tom  Lyon  of  the  Cal 
34  Sea  Beast  for  conceiving  the 


idea,  shooting  the  photos,  doing 
all  the  marketing  and  presenting 
the  proceeds  to  the  orphanage. 
We  like  to  think’ that  Lyon,  a 
veteran  of  Ha-Has  I  and  II, 
erifbodies  the  spirit  of  the  event. 

Next  year,  the  absurdly  low 
prices  of  the  photo  packs  will  be 
raised  slightly  to  insure  that  we 
can  make  a  more  generous 
donation  to  the  less  fortunate 
children  of  Baja. 
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steely  dan 

Most  of  us  would  be  happy  to  refit  a  boat  within  a  year.  But  few  would 
consider  that  time  frame  adequate  to  actually  build  one,  especially  on  a  part- 
time  basis.  Marin  County  sailor  and  first-time  boatbuilder  Dan  Henkel  is  one 
of  the  few.  All  you  need,  he  says,  is  determination,  good  planning  and 
motivation. 

Starting  with  a  boyhood  dream,  10,000  pounds  of  steel  and  a  limited 
budget,  the  51-year-old  medical  technician  began  welding  the  first  plates  on 
October  6,  1995,  at  the  Sausalito  Shipwright’s  Co-op.  One  year  and  29  days 
later,  he  launched  his  37-ft  sloop  and  motored  to  his  waiting  berth  in 
Sausalito. 

As  a  14-year-old  Sea  Scout  in  a  local  program,  Henkel  remembered 
learning  the  ropes  aboard  the  63-ft  yawl  Good  News,  and  promised  himself 
that  one  day  he  would  build  his  own  boat.  After  a  three-year  stint  in  the 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


young  aussie 

crossed  his  outbound  track  off  Honolulu,  18- 
y ear-old  Australian  David  Dicks  crossed  his 
outbound  track  off  Fremantle.  He  not  only 
became  the  youngest  person  ever  to  circum¬ 
navigate,  but  the  youngest  to  do  it  nonstop 
and  the  youngest  to  round  Cape  Horn  sin¬ 
glehanded. 

Dicks  started  his  quest  last  February  26 
aboard  his  family’s  S&S  34  Seaflight.  The 
264-day  passage  took  him  around  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  past 
Cape  Horn,  all  the  way  up  around  Bermuda, 
then  past  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
home.  (Mileage  figures  were  unavailable  at 


I  Putting  a  Swain  boat  together  is  sort  of  like  origami  with  steel.  /4s  you  can  see  in  the 
|  clockwise  series  of  small  photos,  it's  simply  a  matter  of  cutting,  folding  and  welding 
I  everything  together.  The  finished  boat  is  robin's  egg  blue. 


It 
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presstime.) 

Adventures  along  the  way  included  a 
120-degree  knockdown  off  Southern  Austral¬ 
ia,  and  being  knocked  overboard  but  saved 
by  his  harness  off  New  Zealand.  Bolts 
holding  the  fittings  for  his  lower  shrouds 
either  broke  or  backed  out  approaching 
Bermuda,  necessitating  a  jury  rig  and  a  more 
conservative  sailplan. 

In  the  interest  of  safety,  Dicks  accepted  an 
airdrop  of  replacement  bolts  from  the  Royal 
Navy,  negating  the  'unassisted'  aspect  of  the 
trip.  Other  than  a  couple  more  bouts  of 
S 


steely  dan  —  cont’d 

Merchant  Marine  doing  tours  of  Viet  Nam  and  Micronesia,  the  San  Francisco 
native  relocated  to  Marin  in  1963,  where  he  continued  to  sail  and  race  avidly. 
He  worked  his  way  through  several  project  boats,  his  most  recent  being  a  35-ft 
English  sloop  that  he  acquired  through  a  local  brokerage.  Also  built  of  steel, 
it  was  a  stout  and  capable  offshore  cruiser.  But 
Henkel  eventually  got  'growing  pains'.  He  soon 
became  interested  in  Sausalito  neighbor  Steve 
Danaher’s  boat,  which  Steve  (who  works  for  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast  Engineering)  had  built  himself  from  a 
set  of  easy-to-follow  plans. 

With  further  encouragement  from  Don  Brans- 
com,  another  waterfront  friend  who  had  built 
and  launched  a  sistership  to  Danaher’s  boat, 

Henkel  decided  to  take  the  plunge.  After  selling 
the  35-footer,  he  ordered  a  set  of  plans  from 
Canadian  designer  Brent  Swain.  Swain’s  concept 
is  simple:  Allow  novice  builders  to  assemble  no- 
nonsense,  ready-to-cruise  steel  boats  at  a  rea¬ 
sonable  cost. 

Henkel  is  a  member  of  the  Sausalito  Shipwright’s  Co-op,  where  space  was 
available  for  the  project.  He  wasted  no  time  in  ordering  steel  plate  from  a 
company  in  the  Northwest,  and  saved  a  lot  of  time  by  having  it  delivered 
already  primed.  And  even  before  he  began  construction,  Henkel  started 
buying  gear.  By  keeping  tuned  in  to  the  'grapevine',  he  secured  among  other 
things  a  new  mast,  discounted  for  slight  cosmetic  damage,  a  nearly  new  engine 
from  a  salvaged  boat,  a  marine  toilet  and  stove,  and  a  Profurl  unit,  also  'on 
special'. 

Under  the  initial  supervision  of  the  designer,  the  basic  hull  and  deck  were 
assembled  in  only  six  days,  says  Henkel.  This  despite  slight  modifications  to 
'stretch'  the  35V£-foot  design  to  37  feet.  After  that,  Henkel  was  on  his  own. 
With  encouragement  from  Danaher  and  Branscom,  Pali  Uli  went  together 
quickly.  He  worked  weekends  and  holidays  on  the  project,  following  what  he 
felt  were  excellent  do-it-yourself  plans.  As  if  to  prove  the  point,  Henkel  says 
that  out  of  80  plans  sold  by  the  designer  to  date,  all  the  boats  have  been  built. 
Pali  Uli  joins  five  other  sisterships  on  the  Bay,  and  there  are  likely  more  on  the 
way  —  several  other  Co-op  members  who  watched  his  boat  go  together  are 
planning  boats  of  their  own. 

The  cost  of  the  project  has  been  nominal.  Henkel  figures  that  by  the  'drive 
away'  stage  —  complete  hull  and  deck  with  keel,  ballast,  rudder  and  engine 
installed  —  a  builder  will  have  about  $20,000  in  the  boat.  A  cruise  ready 
version  would  come  in  for  less  than  $50,000,  he  says,  including  all  offshore- 
related  equipment,  electronics  and  gear. 

Now  that  he  has  finally  realized  his  boyhood  dream,  Henkel  plans  to  take 
his  boat  to  —  where  else?  —  the  South  Pacific  when  he  retires  in  a  few  years. 
Her  name  will  help  keep  that  part  of  the  dream  alive.  Hawaiian  legend  says 
that  a  boat  becomes  what  it  is  named,  and  Pali  Uli  means  'paradise'.  To  insure 
his  spot  there,  Henkel  has  already  reserved  a  berth  at  Hawaii’s  Ala  Wai 
marina,  where  he  hopes  to  be  based  as  he  cruises  the  remote  islands  of 
Micronesia  with  his  wife,  Judy. 

Unlike  many  amateur  builders,  Henkel  considers  the  construction  of  Pali 
Uli  a  positive  experience  virtually  from  start  to  finish.  In  fact,  he  recommends 
it  to  peers  facing  mid-life  crises  as  a  suitable  alternative  to  chasing  women  or 
buying  red  Porshes. 

"Besides,"  he  adds,  "it’s  cheaper."  ^ 

—  john  skoriak 


Dan  Henkel. 


something  fishy 

"I  know  of  several  people  who  have  pet  fish,  but  how  many  do  you  know 
who  go  swimming  with  them?"  writes  Debby  Cason  from  the  South  Pacific. 
During  her  and  husband  Roger’s  several-week  stay  aboard  Dreamer  in  La 
Vondo  and  Viani  Bays,  Vanua  Levu,  Debby  struck  up  an  unusual  —  and 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


December,  1996  •  ?  •  Page  85 


SIGHTINGS 


fishy  —  cont’d 

unusually  rewarding  —  friendship  with  a  foot-long  triggerfish  she  named 
Glory. 

Debby  and  Glory  began  swimming  together  the  very  first  time  the  former 


Glory 


young  aussie 

heavy  weather,  that  was  about  the  extent  of 
the  'excitement'  —  until  he  got  home,  that  is. 
Seaflight  was  greeted  and  escorted  into  Fre¬ 
mantle  by  an  estimated  600  boats  and 
60,000  new  fans.  A  parade  through  Perth  a 
few  days  later  cemented  his  hero  status  and 
marketers  were  clamoring  to  get  him  to 
endorse  everything  from  gambling  to  beer  — 


safety  inspection 
requirements. 

As  we  continue  to  get  letters  for  and 
against  the  present  way  the  Coast  Guard 
conducts  safety  inspections,  it’s  clear  some 
people  aren’t  exactly  sure  what’s  required. 
This  information  is  readily  available  in  a  free 
handout  booklet  titled  Federal  Requirements 
and  Safety  Tips  for  Recreational  Boats. 


went  in  the  water.  At  first  staying  a  tentative  distance  away,  Glory  soon  lost 
her  shyness  and  began  swimming  closer  to  Debby.  As  Debby  would  swim, 
Glory  would  follow.  Sometimes  the  roles  would  reverse,  although  Debby 
couldn’t  follow  too  deep  for  too  long.  After  awhile,  Glory  would  actually  wait 
by  Dreamer  for  Debby  to  'come  in  and  play'. 

After  they’d  swum  together  five  or  six  times,  it  was  Debby’s  turn  to  'follow 
the  leader',  and  Glory  led  her  away  from  Dreamer  toward  a  big  coral  head  in 
the  southwest  side  of  the  Bay.  Debby  says  she  sensed  something  special,  and 
dutifully  followed  the  little  fish. 

"Glory  positioned  herself  slightly  ahead  and  below  me  and  kept  her  pace 
slow  enough  as  she  guided  me  into  the  shallower  water.  We  turned  a  bit  left 
and  were  swimming  parallel  to  the  coral  in  about  six  meters  of  water  when  1 
looked  ahead  of  her  and  down  and  saw  her  mate!"  Debby  says  she  did  her 
best  to  send  a  telepathic  acknowledgement  and  thanks.  At  that,  Glory  turned 
slowly  around  and  led  her  back  to  the  boat. 

Debby  enjoyed  10  extended  swims  with  Glory  before  Dreamer  departed. 
The  locals  became  so  enthralled  with  the  spectacle  that  Debby  was  asked  to 
accompany  one  fishing  trip  for  the  express  purpose  of  swimming  with  Glory 
to  keep  her  from  getting  caught  in  the  nets  they  were  setting!  One  fellow  even 
wrote  a  song  about  the  relationship  called  Ode  to  Glory. 

"I  think  she’s  on  her  way  to  becoming  a  legend  in  Viani  Bay!"  says  Debby, 
adding,  "I  miss  her  very  much." 


ruling  in  nioulargue  death 

As  reported  previously,  St.  Tropez’s  spectacular  and  glitzy  La  Nioulargue 
Regatta  was  canceled  this  year  as  result  of  litigation  stemming  from  a  collision 
and  subsequent  death  that  occurred  at  last  October’s  event.  The  court  pro¬ 
ceedings  directly  affect  Thomas  Perkins,  a  resident  of  Belvedere  and  a 
member  of  the  St.  Francis  YC. 

La  Nioulargue  started  about  a  decade  ago  when  two  skippers  in  a  bar  got 
into  an  argument  over  whose  boat  could  sail  from  St.  Tropez  to  the  La 
Nioulargue  buoy  and  back  the  fastest.  From  those  humble  beginnings  the 
event  exploded  into  one  of  the  two  or  three  most  lavish  and  magnificent 
events  in  all  of  sailing.  In  the  process,  La  Nioulargue  became  the  world’s 
premiere  showcase  of  large  classic  wooden  yachts.  It  became  almost  common¬ 
place  for  well-heeled  gentlemen  to  pay  a  million  or  more  for  a  wooden  yacht 
they  could  have  restored  and  put  on  display  —  sometimes  almost  exclusively 
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why  are 

harry  and  melly 
smiling? 


It  could  be  because  the 
Seattle  couple  are  enjoying  a 
cool  dip  at  Agua  Verde  in  the 
Sea  of  Cortez.  However,  those 
grins  are  more  likely  the  result 
of  determining,  after  careful 
calculation,  that  their  full  first 
year  of  cruising  in  Mexico  cost 
$614  a  month.  That  includes 
health  insurance  premiums  and 
a  haul-out  of  their  Morgan  Out- 
lsland  41.  If  we’re  not  mista¬ 
ken,  that  sum  is  below  what’s 
considered  the  poverty  level  in 
the  United  States. 

Some  people  don’t  think 
they  can  afford  to  cruise.  Those 
who  are  cruise  simply.  Howev¬ 
er,  don’t  think  they  can  afford 
to  stop. 

For  more  on  the  Gormans, 
see  this  month’s  Changes. 
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associations  on  which  his  mother,  Patricia, 
has  so  far  put  the  nix. 

David,  who  grew  up  sailing  Seaflight,  was 
low-key  about  the  whole  thing.  The  things  he 
said  he  missed  most  were  fresh  bread  and  his 
‘mates'.  And  the  thing  he  most  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  upon  his  return?  Spending  some 
quality  time  with  his  girlfriend,  Corrine. 


or,  never  saved 
by  the  bell 

These  booklets  are  available  at  any  DMV 
office,  most  West  Marine  stores  or  by  calling 
(800)  368-5647  and  asking  for  one. 

But  just  to  save  you  some  time,  here’s  the 
basic  list  of  what  you’re  required  to  have 
aboard  a  boat  16  feet  or  longer  when  the 


—  at  La  Nioulargue. 

One  such  sailor  who  joined  in  the  fun  was  Thomas  Perkins,  an  extremely 
successful  venture  capitalist.  The  previous  owner  of  a  succession  of  Perini 
Naval  ketches  in  the  150-foot  range,  Perkins  purchased  and  refurbished  the 
143-foot  schooner  Mariette  with  an  eye  toward  La  Nioulargue. 

When  a  sailing  event  becomes  tres  chic  —  and  La  Nioulargue  had  become 
sizzlingly  cool  —  it’s  difficult  to  accomodate  everyone  who  wants  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Despite  turning  away  scores  of  hopeful  entries,  the  race  course  at  St. 
T ropez  was  crowded — perhaps  too  crowded  —  with  hundreds  of  participating 
boats.  Not  only  that,  small  and  nimble  boats  found  themselves  among  un¬ 
wieldy  boats  five  times  their  size  and  twice  their  speed.  In  previous  years  the 
number  of  collisions  had  been  on  the  upswing,  and  many  sailors  assumed 
there  would  be  more. 

On  October  6,  1995,  Claude  Graf,  the  owner  of  the  Nice-based  Six  Meter 
Taos  Brett  IV,  maneuvered  his  small  boat  in  such  a  way  as  to  collide  with  the 
leeward  bow  of  Perkins’  schooner  Mariette.  Thomas  Eaton,  also  an  American, 
was  aboard  Mariette  at  the  time  as  professional  skipper.  The  small  and  huge 
boats  tangled,  got  snagged,  and  the  comparatively  little  Taos  Brett  IV  went 
down  almost  immediately.  Graf  and  three  crewmembers  of  the  Six  Meter  all 
floated  clear,  but  Dr.  Jacques  Bourry  was  trapped  inside  the  boat.  He 
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drowned. 

We  were  not  at  the  event,  nor  have  we  talked  to  any  of  the  principals  in  the 
accident.  But  according  to  reports  and  diagrams  in  England’s  Yachting  World, 
it  appears  to  have  been  an  accident  that  —  given  the  number  and  variety  of 
boats  and  the  space  available  —  may  not  have  been  avoidable.  Mariette,  it 
was  noted,  had  been  hemmed  in  by  another  large  boat  and  was  helpless  to 
prevent  contact  with  the  ill-fated  smaller  vessel.  The  magazine  also  wrote 
approvingly  of  Perkins’  reaction  to  the  tragedy,  as  he  met  with  the  family  of 
the  drowned  man  for  several  hours  on  the  following  day.  Initially  the  tone 
seemed  to  be  that  it  had  been  an  unavoidable  accident  in  which  someone  had 
died  pursuing  an  activity  he  loved. 

Enter  the  lawyers.  With  litigation  pending,  the  sponsoring  organization 
canceled  this  year’s  La  Nioulargue  —  an  event  which  had  grown  to  have 
considerable  impact  on  St.  Tropez’s  post-season  economy.  In  any  event,  the 
French  court  at  Draguignan  originally  ruled  that  the  race  committee,  and  its 
president  Sylvie  Viant,  had  been  at  least  partially  guilty  of  causing  the 
accident. 

By  mid-November,  however,  the  court  changed  course  and  absolved  the 
race  comfnittee  of  all  responsibility.  Further,  they  ruled  that  Perkins,  his 
skipper  Eaton,  and  Taos  Brett  A/’s  owner  Claude  Graf  were  each  guilty  of 
causing  the  accident.  All  three  were  fined  50,000  French  francs  —  about 
$10,000  U.S.  —  and  given  two  months  suspended  prison  sentences.  The 
ruling  allows  Dr.  Bourry’s  family  to  seek  compensation  from  Perkins,  Eaton 
and  Graf,  who  are  viewed  as  equally  responsible  for  Bourry’s  death. 

If  one  thing  should  have  been  learned  from  the  tragedy  —  and  not-quite- 
so-serious  mishaps  at  events  such  as  Antigua  Sailing  Week  —  it  is  that  small, 
nimble  boats  should  not  be  allowed  to  race  in  the  same  area  as  much  larger 
but  less  nimble  vessels.  If  you  were  on  a  race  committee,  would  you  have  30- 
footers  racing  in  the  same  area  as  150-footers?  Not  any  more  than  you  would 
have  Piper  Cubs  and  hang-gliders  landing  amid  the  747s  at  JFK. 

are  they  smoking  or  just  seizin'? 

Admiral  Robert  E.  Kramek  is  not  only  Commandant  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Guard  —  which  means  he’s  numero  uno  —  but  he’s  also  Director  of  the 
Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy.  On  November  14,  Admiral  Kramek 
and  General  Barry  McCaffrey  (Ret),  Director  of  the  Office  of  National  Drug 
Control  Policy,  released  details  of  what  appears  to  have  been  an  effective 
crackdown  on  people  trying  to  smuggle  coke  by  sea. 

.  '  .  . . . t.i . . . 

Special  Maritime  Drug  Interdiction  Operations 


Date 

Total 

5  Aug 

2,896  lbs  cocaine 

10  Aug 

3,850  lbs  mj 

11  Aug 

300  lbs  mj 

21  Aug 

5,000  lbs  cocaine 

22  Aug 

765  lbs  cocaine 

7  Sep 

1 ,287  Ibscocaine 

8  Sep 

30  lbs  cocaine 

12  Sep 

664  tbs  cocaine 

1  Oct 

330  lbs  cocaine 

7  Oct 

2,156  lbs  cocaine 

17  Oct 

2,635  lbs  cocaine 

19  Oct 

14,900  lbs  cocaine 

Platform 

Lsestim 

Freighter 

South  of  Cuba 

Fast  boat 

North  of  Colombia 

Fast  boat 

British  V.  Islands 

Fishing  boat 

Eastern  Pacific 

Freighter 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti* 

Freighter 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti’ 

Freighter 

Miami 

Fast  boat 

North  of  Colombia 

Fast  boat 
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requirements 

men  in  white  come  aboard. 

PFDs  for  everyone  aboard  —  These 
must  be  Coast  Guard  approved,  Type  I,  II  of 
III,  in  serviceable  condition  and  appropri¬ 
ately  sized  for  their  intended  users.  They 
must  also  be  readily  accessible,  which  means 
not  stowed  in  plastic  bags,  in  locked  or 
closed  compartments  or  with  a  lot  of  junk 
piled  on  top  of  them.  A  Type  V  PFD  (hybrid 
inflatable  vest,  for  example)  is  also  okay,  but 
you  must  wear  that  one  at  all  times  while 
underway.  All  boats  must  also  have  at  least 
one  Type  IV,  which  is  a  throwable  cushion  or 
lifering. 

Visual  Distress  Signals  —  These  must 
also  be  Coast  Guard  approved,  and  not  past 
the  expiration  date  noted  on  the  package  or 
device.  Visual  Distress  Signals  can  be  either 
pyrotechnic  or  non-pyrotechnic. 

Pyrotechnic  —  If  these  are  your  main 
signals,  you  must  have  at  least  three  for  day 
use  and  three  for  night  use.  (Some  meet  both 
requirements.)  Types  include  red  flares 
(handheld  or  aerial),  orange  smoke  (hand¬ 
held  or  floating)  and  launchers  for  aerial  red 
meteors  or  parachute  flares. 

Non-pyrotechnic  —  These  include  the 
black-square-and-ball-on-orange  back¬ 
ground  flag,  and  an  electric  distress  light 
which  flashes  SOS  at  night. 

Interestingly,  boats  participating  in 
parades  or  races,  or  open,  engineless  sail¬ 
boats  less  than  26  feet  do  not  need  to  carry 
day  signals,  although  they  must  still  have 
night  signals. 

Fire  Extinguishers  —  Extinguishers  are 
classified  by  the  letters  A,B  or  C  according  to 
what  kind  of  fire  the  unit  is  designed  to 
extinguish.  Some  also  include  a  numeral 
indicating  the  relative  size  of  the  extin¬ 
guisher.  The  Coast  Guard  requires  Type  B 
fire  extinguishers,  those  designed  for  putting 
out  flammable  liquid  and  grease  fires.  Each 
must  show  adequate  charge  (or  evidence  of 
an  inspection  within  six  months  of  the  Coast 
Guard  boarding)  and  be  mounted  on  a  spe¬ 
cific  marine-type  mounting  bracket.  The 
number  of  extinguishers  you’ll  need  varies 
with  the  size  of  boat  and  whether  or  not  it 
has  a  fixed  extinguishing  system  for  the 
engine. 

Ventilation  —  All  boats  built  after  1978 
must  have  one  or  more  powered  blowers. 
The  exhaust  ducts  of  these  must  extend  from 
outside  the  boat  to  the  lower  one-third  of  the 
compartment  (and  above  the  normal  accum¬ 
ulation  of  water.  The  intake  duct(s)  must 
extend  to  a  point  midway  to  the  bilge,  or  at 
least  below  the  carburetor  intake.  Boats  built 
before  1978  are  not  required  to  have 
blowers,  but  they’re  still  a  good  idea.  No 
matter  whether  they’re  required  or  not,  if 
your  boat  has  one,  it  must  work  when  the 
Coast  Guard  comes  aboard  for  a  safety 
inspection. 


’  Joint  seizure  with  Haitian  Coast  Guard  **  Joint  seizure  with  Ecuadorian  officials 

During  the  76-day  period  from  August  5  to  October  10,  the  Coast  Guard 
made  10  cocaine  seizures  which  totalled  30,663  pounds.  This  is  genuinely 
impressive,  because  this  is  nearly  a  ton  more  than  the  annual  average  of 
cocaine  seized  during  the  previous  six  years.  Nice  work,  guys. 

The  breakdown  of  the  seizures  above  makes  for  interesting  reading.  If  you 
analyze  the  data  very  carefully,  two  things  become  clear.  First,  the  tremendous 
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All  boats  that  comply  with  the  1980  Coast 
Guard  Ventilation  Standard  must  also  dis¬ 
play  a  notice  at  each  ignition  switch  which 
reads:  "Warning:  Gasoline  vapors  can 
explode.  Before  starting  engine  operate 
blower  for  at  least  4  minutes  and  check 
engine  compartment  bilge  for  gasoline 
vapors." 

Backfire  flame  arrestor  —  This  gizmo, 
which  varies  from  engine  to  engine,  must  be 
properly  secured  and  comply  with  Coast 
Guard  standards,  or  with  SAE  J-1928  or  UL 
1111  standards,  and  be  marked  accordingly. 
Outboards  are  exempt  from  this  require¬ 
ment,  as  are  engines  installed  in  a  vessel 
before  April  25,  1940. 

Sound  Producing  Devices  —  No, 
sorry,  kids  won’t  fulfill  this  requirement. 
Vessels  12  meters  or  more  in  length  are 
required  to  carry  on  board  a  whistle  or  horn, 
and  a  bell.  Boats  less  than  12  meters  may 
carry  a  whistle  or  horn,  or  'some  other  means 
to  make  an  efficient  sound  signal'.  In  periods 
of  reduced  visibility,  vessels  are  required  to 
sound  whatever  signals  they  have. 

Placards  —  'Discharge  of  Oil  Prohibited' 
and  'Garbage  Discharge'  plastic  placards 
must  be  displayed  prominently  on  boats  26 
feet  or  longer.  Boats  over  40  feet  must  have 
an  additional  posting  of  a  'Waste  Manage¬ 
ment  Plan'  describing  the  procedures  for 
collecting,  processing,  storing  and  dis¬ 
charging  garbage;  and  designate  the  person 
in  charge  of  carrying  out  the  plan. 

Running  lights/shapes  —  Light  and 
shapes  vary  quite  a  bit  from  boat  to  boat  and 
International  to  Inland  rules.  Whatever  type 
you’re  required  to  have  aboard  must  be 
working. 

FCC  Regulations  —  Licenses  are  no 
longer  required  for  VHF  radios,  but  you  do 
still  need  them  if  you  have  an  EPIRB,  SSB, 
radar  or  other  types  of  telecommunications 
equipment.  These  licenses  are  available  by 
contacting  the  FCC. 

Marine  Sanitation  Devices  —  All 

recreational  boats  with  installed  toilet 
facilities  must  meet  Type  I,  II  or  III 
regulations,  and  must  have  holding  tanks. 

So  that’s  the  short  list.  For  a  more 
detailed  rundown  of  exactly  what  should  be 
aboard  your  particular  boat,  pick  up  a  copy 
of  the  Federal  Requirements  booklet. 

If  you’re  scratching  your  head  and  going, 
"Hmmmmmm"  right  now,  you  may  be  one 
who  notices  a  few  glaring  omissions  in  the 
foregoing  list.  Like  radios.  You  have  to  have 
the  licenses,  but  there’s  no  requirement  that 
you  have  even  a  simple  VHF.  Which  is  even 
more  silly  when  you  consider  that  if  you 
have  a  VHF,  and  if  you  choose  to  turn  it  on, 
you  must  monitor  Channel  16.  But  only  if 


number  of  sailboats  busted  trying  to  smuggle  coke.  And  second,  the  number 
of  recreational  boats  caught  smuggling  coke  into  San  Francisco  Bay.  Yes 
sireee,  San  Francisco  Bay  sure  seems  like  the  highway  to  getting  high. 


Having  boarded  'Big  O'  between  Haiti  and  Cuba,  and  found  her  free  of  aliens  and 
dope,  the  female  Coastie  in  charge  of  the  boarding  party  took  a  little  reading  break. 
While  we  didn't  enjoy  being  boarded,  at  least  in  these  waters,  there  was  reasonable 
cause.  All  the  Coasties  involved  were  very  professional. 

We’ve  given  the  Coast  Guard  a  lot  of  gas  for  their  phony  safety  boardings, 
but  based  on  this  data,  it’s  clear  that  the  only  reason  they  board  sailboats  on 
the  Bay  is  to  try  and  stem  the  veritable  'torrent  of  coke  slipping  beneath  the 
Golden  Gate. 

can  the  wapama  be  saved? 

Outwardly,  the  reasons  for  preserving  the  steam  schooner  Wapama  are 
neither  as  apparent  nor  compelling  as  those  of  her  sister  ships  in  the  San 
Francisco  Maritime  Historical  Park’s  historic  fleet.  That’s  partly  why  she  has 
sat  on  a  barge  far  away  from  them  in  Sausalito  for  the  last  decade,  pretty 
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much  ignored  by  everything  but  seagulls  and  dry  rot.  In  a  way,  the  triage  is 
understandable.  She  is  too  far  gone  to  command  any  more  of  the  already 
limited  resources  the  Park  needs  for  the  rest  of  the  historic  fleet.  Still,  it  came 


as  a  shock  in  August  when  the  Park  revealed  it  will  pull  the  plug  on  the  long- 
suffering  patient.  The  Wapama  is  slated  to  be  broken  up. 

Imagine  if  this  announcement  were  made  about  the  Balclutha.  Who  among 
us  could  not  get  behind  a  drive  to  save  that  big,  flashy  veteran  of  the  Cape 
Horn  wars?  But  the  frumpy  little  Wapama?  Ho-hum,  she  doesn’t  even  sail; 
how  could  she  even  be  called  a  'schooner'  anyway? 

That’s  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  start  the  pitch. 

Wapama  is  the  bigfoot  of  ships.  Her  type  represents  the  missing  link 
beyween  sail  and  steam.  When  the  steam  schooners  were  first  built  in  the 
1880s,  they  were  sailing  schooners  with  small  auxiliary  engines.  As  time  wore 
on,  the  sails  got  smellier  and  engines  got  bigger  until  sails  were  finally  done 
away  with  altogether,  although  masts  were  retained  for  cargo  booms. 

That’s  one  reason  Wapama  should  be  preserved.  Another  is  the  slice  of 
human  istory  she  represents.  The  steam  schooners,  which  plied  the  waters  of 
the  West  Coast  from  Canada  to  Mexico,  are  as  integral  a  part  of  western 
culture  as  the  iron  horse  locomotives.  And  by  and  large,  they  were  a  lot  more 
popular  mode  of  transportation  than  trains.  If  your  local  roots  go  back  far 
enough,  chances  are  members  of  your  own  family  sailed  on  the  schooners, 
perhaps  down  to  Long  Beach  in  a  first  class  cabin  for  $12  (with  an  additional 
$12  to  bring  the  car).  During  fare  wars,  Portlanders  could  make  the  round  trip 
to  San  Francisco,  stock  up  on  groceries  and  still  save  money!  As  for  cargos, 
many  of  the  homes  rebuilt  after  the  great  San  Francisco  earthquake  of  1906 
used  lumber  brought  south  in  steam  schooners.  And  then  there  were  the 
crews.  So  many  men  of  Finnish  or  Norwegian  descent  worked  in  the  fleet  that 
it  gained  fame  as  the''  'Scandinavian  Navy',  a  whole  other  tangent  of 
Americana. 

Another  reason:  to  record  and  preserve  how  everything  works.  Back  in 
Boston,  they’ve  been  building  new  sails  for  the  USS  Constitution  as  part  of  her 
upcoming  bicentennial.  During  one  such  fitting,  a  reporter  asked  a  historian 
how  long  it  would  take  to  attach  the  sail  to  the  yard.  "Don’t  know,"  responded 
the  historian.  "No  one’s  still  alive  we  can  ask."  Fortunately,  there  are  still  a  few 
who  can  tell  us  how  to  operate  Wapama’s  antiquated  engine  and  other  gear. 

Yet  another  reason  is  that  Wapama  is  one  tough  mother  of  a  ship  that  has 
cheated  death  more  times  than  Evel  Knevel  and  his  kid  put  together.  On  her 
maiden  voyage  to  San  Francisco  —  before  she  was  even  fitted  with  engines 
—  she  was  piled  high  with  lumber  when  her  towline  parted  off  the  treacherous 
Oregon  coast.  At  other  times,  she  hit  rocks,  or  almost  capsized  when  her  deck 
cargo  shifted.  Once,  a  high  capacity  pump  installed  only  weeks  before  to  load 
fish  oil  and  diesel  was  instead  turned  into  the  bilge  to  save  the  ship  when  she 
broke  a  tailshaft.  She  has  narrowly  escaped  the  wrecker’s  bar  several  times  by 
little  more  than  luck  and  last  minute  reprieves. 

Another  reason  to  save  the  Wapama  is  that  San  Francisco  maritime  histor¬ 
ian  Karl  Kortum  wanted  it  so.  In  fact,  her  salvation  was  the  last  big  project  of 
his  life.  Ironically,  she  was  also  one  of  the  first  vessels  he  saved.  "When  we 
were  selecting  seven  ships  for  preservation  in  the  1950s,  it  was  essential  that 
a  steam  schooner  be  elected,"  wrote  the  founder  of  the  San  Francisco  Mari¬ 
time  Museum  (now  the  SF  Maritime  Historical  Park)  shortly  before  his  death 
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you  have  one  and  it’s  on. 

There  is  also  no  requirement  for  anchors, 
any  sort  of  crew  overboard  recovery  gear,  a 
compass,  binoculars,  bilge  pump,  EPIRB, 
boathook,  a  first  aid  kit  or  even  a  simple 
heaving  line  —  none  of  which  we’d  recom¬ 
mend  going  offshore  without.  And  on  the 
other  side  of  the  coin,  when  was  the  last  time 
you  used  a  bell?  We  racked  our  collective 
brains  here  at  Latitude  and  none  of  us  could 


winter 

At  0600  on  Tuesday,  November  17,  Don 
Thielan,  Andrew  King,  and  James  Anderson 
left  Channel  Marina  in  Richmond  aboard  the 
48-ft  New  Florie  S.  to  go  crabbing  outside 
the  Gate.  Small  craft  warnings,  which  had  _ 
been  posted  the  previous  day,  were  still  in 
effect. 

Not  long  after  noon,  the  boat  was  off 
Double  Point,  about  two  miles  south  of  Stin¬ 
son  Beach.  At  1345  the  Coast  Guard 
received  a  distress  signal  that  had  automat¬ 
ically  been  sent  from  New  Florie  S.  ’s  EPIRB. 

The  boat  had  capsized  in  rough  seas.  When  „ 
the  Coast  Guard  arrived  on  the  scene,  the 
wind  was  blowing  35  knots  and  there  were  , 
15  to  20-foot  breaking  waves. 

Anderson  managed  to  swim  ashore,  and 
after  receiving  treatment  for  mild  hypother¬ 
mia,  he  was  released.  The  Coast  Guard  ’* 
searched  for  Thielan  and  King  for  several 
days,  but  haven’t  found  a  trace.  It’s  difficult 
for  humans  to  survive  52  °  water  temperature 
for  more  than  a  couple  of  hours. 

For  years  we’ve  been  trying  to  alert  and  r 
remind  sailors  that  conditions  outside  the 
Gate  are  different  in  the  winter.  Much  differ-  * 
ent.  Powerful  winter  storms  from  Alaska  send 
storm  swells  south.  When  these  swells  hit 
shallow  water,  they  create  tremendous 
breaking  waves,  the  likes  of  which  you  don’t 
see  during  the  summer  months. 

The  water  outside  the  Gate  and  off  San 
Francisco’s  Ocean  Beach  is  shal-low.  Most 
sailors  are  familiar  with  the  Potato  Patch 
Shoal  and  the  South  Bar,  which  line  oppo-  „ 
site  sides  of  the  Ship  Channel  Entrance  to 
the  Gate.  The  water  in  these  shoal  areas  is 
between  25  and  30  feet  deep.  When  there’s 
a  solid  westerly  and  a  strong  ebb  in  the 
summer,  exhilarating  waves  are  often  — 
created.  , 

But  when  powerful  swells  created  by 
Alaskan  storms  hit  these  shoal  areas  in  the 
winter  and  early  spring,  big  waves  are  the  * 
result.  These  are  not  waves  like  you  see 
breaking  on  the  beach  —  in  fact,  few  of  them 
ever  reach  shore.  Typically,  they  will  be  10  » 

to  20  foot  waves  that  break  a  couple  of  miles 
offshore,  and  just  keep  breaking  —  in  the  * 
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recall  a  single  instance  of  anyone  'using'  a 
bell  on  a  boat  for  anything  except  calling 
everyone  to  dinner. 

If  our  collective  voices  are  successful  in 
making  Coast  Guard  safety  inspections 
kinder  and  gentler  —  read,  at  the  dock,  no 
guns,  etc.  —  perhaps  the  next  item  on  the 
agenda  should  be  a  revamp  of  what  items 
should  and  should  not  be  required  to  pass  a 
'safety'  inspection. 


warning 

form  of  'white  water'  —  for  as  long  as  a  mile. 
And  the  path  of  these  unusually  ugly  waves 
is  not  consistent,  but  bends  and  turns 


in  September.  That  schooner  was  Wapama,  built  in  1915.  Of  225  steam 
schooners  built,  she  is  the  last. 

Fortunately,  there  is  a  growing  groundswell  of  support  for  saving  the 
Wapama.  It  s  certainly  not  the  first  time  it’s  been  attempted,  but  this  time,  the 
right  people  seem  to  be  in  place  to  pull  it  off.  And  this  time,  it’s  going  'all  the 
way  to  the  top .  In  early  October,  the  Sausalito  City  Council  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  back  the  Save  the  Wapama  Committee,  which  opens  a  channel  to 
possible  future  federal  aid. 

The  Committee  itself  is  co-chaired  by  Ed  Zelinsky,  vice  president  of  the 
World  Ship  Trust,  and  retired  Merchant  Marine  Admiral  Thomas  Patterson. 
The  latter,  especially,  knows  what  it  takes:  he  was  a  major  player  in  saving  the 
beautifully  restored  Liberty  Ship  Jeremiah  O’Brien  from  the  scrap  heap.  A 
separate  but  important  support  group  to  save  the  ship  is  also  being  formed  in 
Oregon,  where  she  was  built.  On  a  National  Level,  the  New  York-based 
National  Maritime  Historical  Society  has  jumped  on  the  bandwagon. 

It’s  going  to  be  a  big  project.  It’s  estimated  a  total  hull  restoration  would 
cost  upwards  of  $15  million,  which  likely  means  the  Wapama  will  never  float 
on  her  own  bottom  again.  A  more  realistic  goal  seems  to  be  preservation  and 
incorporating  some  of  Kortum’s  into  a  dynamite  exhibit.  (The  ship  is  currently 
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too  run  down  for  tours.)  It’s  hoped  that  the  $1.5  million  slated  by  the  Park  for 
the  Wapama’s  demolition  will  form  the  seed  money  for  this  project. 

While  members  of  these  various  organizations  lobby  funds  from  wherever 
they  can,  much  of  the  rest  will  be  up  to  the  public  —  you  folks.  Without  you, 
the  Wapama  won't  make  it. 

We’ll  be  bringing  you  updates  on  the  efforts  to  save  the  old  ship  in  the 
coming  months.  In  the  meantime,  donations  are  being  accepted.  Address  them 
to  Save  The  Wapama,  P.O.  Box  1043,  Tiburon,  CA  94920.  We  also  suggest 
you  send  for  a  free  copy  of  the  Autumn,  1996,  Sea  History.  This  is  the 
quarterly  magazine  published  by  the  National  Maritime  Historical  Society.  The 
Autumn  issue  includes  Karl  Kortum’s  last  article,  a  call  to  arms  to  save  the 
Wapama.  We  end  this  installment  with  the  same  words  he  used  to  end  that 
piece:  "We  should  act  now  to  repel  the  cowardly  assault  on  our  last  steam 
schooner." 


nautical  books  for  under  the  tree 

It  was  Mark  Twain  who  observed,  "A  classic  is  a  book  which  people  praise 
and  don’t  read.”  We  don’t  know  if  any  of  the  following  are  destined  to  be 
classics,  but  we’ll  admit  right  up  front  that  we  haven’t  read  all  of  them.  As  has 
become  something  of  a  Christmas  tradition  in  Sightings,  the  following  list  is 
more  of  a  guideline  of  what’s  popular  for  those  looking  for  that  perfect  book 
to  give  the  sailor(s)  on  your  list. 

The  Yellow  Admiral  (Patrick  O’Brian,  $24)  —  Q’Brian’s  Jack  Aubrey 
needs  no  introduction  to  the  legions  of  fans  of  this  series,  which  started  way 
back  in  1970  with  Master  and  Commander.  O’Brian’s  tales  of  life  aboard 
Napoleonic  warships  are  technically  accurate,  grippingly  told  and  mercilessly 
addictive.  You’ve  been  warned.  \ 

Shopping  for  Safer  Boat  Care  (Neil  Smith  and  Phil  Troy,  $13.95)  —  On 
virtually  everything  that  comes  out  of  a  can  and  goes  on  a  boat,  there  are 
cautions  on  the  label.  This  clever  work  goes  several  steps  beyond,  rating  97 
different  paints,  varnishes,  epoxies,  refrigerants,  and  other  marine-related 
products  for  things  such  as  flammability,  reactivity,  health  hazards  and 
disposability  —  in  other  words,  the  effect  the  product  will  have  on  you  and  the 
environment.  An  excellent  source  for  anyone  concerned  about  keeping  them¬ 
selves  and  the  environment  healthy. 

Cruising  for  Cowards  (Liza  and  Andy  Copeland,  $24.95)  —  The  Cope¬ 
lands  are  originally  from  England  but  now  live  in  Vancouver.  They  have 
cruised  extensively,  with  and  without  children,  and  have  written  two  other 
books  on  the  subject.  The  beauty  of  their  third  book  is  that  it  cuts, to  the  chase, 
addressing  the  pros  and  cons  of  everything  cruising  oriented  from  hard  vs. 
inflatable  dinghies  to  sails  to  seasickness  —  it’s  all  here.  Good  book. 

Shanghaied  in  San  Francisco  (Bill  Pickelhaupt,  $18)  —  We  highly 
recommend  this  book  for  several  reasons:  1)  it  is  hugely  entertaining  and, 
unlike  many  books  on  the  subject,  factual;  2)  it  is  a  well-researched  book  that 
deals  straightforwardly  with  one  of  the  most  colorful  times  in  the  history  of  San 
Francisco;  and  3)  it  shows  what  can  be  done  with  the  plethora  of  information 
available  at  the  J.  Porter  Shaw  Library.  Author  Bill  Pickelhaupt  got  the  idea 
for  this  book  while  working  there.  He  listened  to  an  oral  history  of  an  old  sailor 
who  had  been  shanghaied  and  the  idea  took  off. 

The  Guide  to  Wooden  Boats  (Bray/Mendlowitz,  $20)  —  When  you 
learn  that  the  formidable  team  of  photographer  Benjamin  Mendlowitz  and 
Maynard  Bray  collaborated  on  this  book,  you’ll  appreciate  it  already.  A 
collection  of  photos  and  Bray’s  descriptions  —  a  la  the  WoodenBoat  calendar 
—  this  little  volume  captures  some  of  the  most  famous  wooden  craft  sailing 
today,  including  the  Bay’s  Brigadoon,  Freda,  Elizabeth  Muir,  Escapade  and 
more.  One  grand  lady  who  does  not  appear  is  Santana,  but  maybe  they’re 
saving  her  for  volume  II. 

Making  Money  With  Boats  (Fred  Edwards,  $20)  —  We  almost  thought 
this  one  was  a  book  of  nautical  jokes  after  reading  the  title,  but  author 
Edwards  is  dead  serious.  Written  mostly  for  those  in  the  charter  business  or 
those  thinking  about  it,  he  also  addresses  such  businesses  as  burial  at  sea, 
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depending  on  the  contour  of  the  bottom,  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  and  other  factors. 

You  have  to  see  these  waves  to  believe 
them.  Fortunately,  you  can  without  putting 
your  life  at  risk.  During  the  course  of  the 
winter,  listen  for  weather  reports  that  indi¬ 
cate  a  big  swell  has  reached  the  Northern 
California  coast.  Then  drive  out  to  the  tip  of 
the  Marin  Headlands  when  the  tide  is  the 
lowest.  If  conditions  are  right,  what  you  see 
will  send  shivers  down  your  back. 

And  while  the  Potato  Patch  and  the  South 
Bar  are  usually  the  most  treacherous  be¬ 
cause  they  are  the  shallowest,  storm  swell 
conditions  can  create  freak  swells  in  depths 
of  50  feet  and  more.  This  means  pretty  much 
all  the  water  between  Duxbury  Reef  and 
Pedro  Point  is  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost 
respect  and  caution. 

We  can  recall  several  large  powerboats 
that  were  splintered  several  miles  off  Ocean 
Beach,  and  an  Islander  28  in  the  same  area 
that  had  an  already  broken  wave  break  over 
the  top  of  her  spreaders.  Then  there  was  a 
65-ft  Chris  Craft  anchored  in  the  cove  inside 
Point  Bonita  that  was  completely  destroyed 
—  with  loss  of  life  —  by  a  single  wave.  The 
number  of  incidents  to  the  north  of  the  Ship 
Channel  have  been  too  great  too  count. 


jim  blaes 

On  November  5, 1  was  found  guilty  of  two 
misdemeanor  counts  of  resisting  a  Coast 
Guard  boarding,  and  found  not  guilty  of  the 
four  felony  counts  sought  by  the  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  General.  I  believe  that  the  jury  saw 
through  attempts  by  the  Justice  Department 
to  make  an  example  of  me  for  standing  up 
for  my  civil  rights. 

I  would  again  like  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  the  many  people  who  have  given  me 
moral  and  financial  support  over  the  past 
few  months.  The  .costs  of  this  battle  have 
been  staggering  and  your  continued  support 
would  be  greatly  appreciated.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  my  attorney,  David  Hollings¬ 
worth  and  his  son  Paul,  of  Monterey,  for 
their  tireless  efforts  in  my  behalf.  It  was  an 
honor  to  be  associated  with  men  of  such 
high  integrity  and  knowledge. 

A  very  disturbing  fact  came  out  during  the 
trial.  Commander  Dean  Lee  of  Coast  Guard 
group  Monterey  testified  that  25  minutes  into 
the  (May  19)  incident,  he  requested  permis¬ 
sion  from  Coast  Guard  Long  Beach  to  fire 
shots  across  my  bow  with  a  .50  caliber 
machine  gun.  This  request  was  wisely 
denied.  I  believe  that  this  act  shows  the  real 
agenda  of  the  Coast  Guard,  which  is  not  that 
of  public  safety  eind  service,  but  rather  one 
of  self  perpetuation,  the  rights  and  desires  of 
the  boating  public  be  damned.  If  ever  there 
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Winter  conditions  can  be  deceptive,  too. 
For  one  thing,  the  most  powerful  ebbs  are 
during  the  winter,  and  without  really  being 
aware  of  it  you  can  find  that  in  calm  condi¬ 
tions  you’ve  been  swept  a  mile  or  two  out 
the  Gate.  In  addition,  winter  and  early  spring 
are  prime  time  for  'freak  waves'.  In  windless, 
flat  conditions,  very  large  breaking  waves 
sometimes  suddenly  appear  out  of  nowhere. 
Such  waves  have  claimed  boats  and  lives  in 
places  such  as  Bodega  Bay,  Morro  Bay,  and 
even  off  Marina  del  Rey. 

Winter  sailing  in  and  around  the  Bay  can 
be  some  of  the  most  delightful  —  and  relax¬ 
ing  —  of  the  year.  The  winds  are  generally 
light,  the  water  flat,  and  the  breeze  from 
some  unusual  directions.  Everything  east  of 
the  Golden  Gate  is  reasonably  safe  as  long 
as  you  pay  attention  to  weather  advisories, 
dress  appropriately,  and  don’t  fall  over¬ 
board. 

There  can  also  be  some  great  winter  sail¬ 
ing  outside  the  Gate,  in  flat  water,  light 
winds,  and  with  terrific  visibility.  But  unless 
the  conditions  are  ideal  and  you  pay  careful 
attention  to  the  weather  —  and  the  horizon 

—  we  think  you’re  probably  better  off  enjoy¬ 
ing  your  boat  inside  the  Bay  until  summer. 


—  an  update 

was  an  agency  that  needed  the  constraints  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  it’s  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard. 

Your  publication  is  to  be  commended  for 
your  stand  on  equal  rights  for  those  of  us 
who  choose  to  work  or  play  on  the  sea.  1  do 
believe,  though,  trusting  the  Coast  Guard  to 
work  toward  changing  their  abusive  policies 
is  a  bit  naive.  Many  fine  men  and  women 
have  fought  and  died  to  preserve  our  rights. 
When  these  rights  are  being  threatened  from 
within,  it  is  the  duty  of  'We  the  People'  to 
take  steps  to  correct  the  situation.  For  us  to 
continue  to  allow  the  Coast  Guard,  or  any 
other  government  agency,  to  defile  the 
Constitution  is  totally  inexcusable. 

My  sentencing  date  is  set  for  February  3 
in  the  San  Jose  Federal  Court.  I  would 
appreciate  if  anyone  with  an  interest  in  this 
matter  would  be  in  attendance.  After  the 
legal  battle  is  over,  I  am  sure  the  Coast 
Guard  and  NOAA  will  institute  civil  actions 
against  me. 

—  captain  jim  blaes 

Editor’s  Note  —  Blaes’s  sentencing  may 
include  imprisonment  of  up  to  six  months 
and  a  fine  of  up  to  $50,000  —  for  each  of  his 
two  convictions.  Donations  to  help  Jim  out 
may  be  sent  to  the  Jim  Blaes  Defense  Fund, 
P.O.  Box  450,  Morro  Bay,  CA  93433. 
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nautical  books  —  cont’d 

dinner  cruises  and  offering  your  boat  as  a  platform  for  making  movies. 

The  Complete  Sailor  (David  Seidman,  $16)  — There  have  been  a  thou¬ 
sand  'learn  to  sail'  books  written.  Few  are  as  creatively  done  as  The  Complete 
Sailor.  The  explanations  are  straightforward  and  easy  to  understand,  but  the 
real  standout  are  the  profusion  of  creative  illustrations  by  Kelly  Mulford.  A 
perfect  book  for  the  new  sailor,  or  person  you  hope  to  convert. 

Portrait  of  the  Panama  Canal  (William  Friar,  $15)  —  If  you  camera 
jammed  while  transiting  the  Canal,  this  book  will  bring  it  all  back  for  you.  Not 
much  'how  to',  but  this  big  paperback  features  great  illustrations  and  an 
interesting  history  of  the  world’s  busiest  waterway. 

Sail  Performance  (C.A.  Marchaj,  $55)  —  Marchaj’s  Sailing  Theory  and 
Practice,  published  30  years  ago,  is  one  of  the  classics.  This  book  seeks  to 
blend  the  old  with  the  new.  Unfortunately,  both  books  are  nearly  impossible 
to  comprehend  unless  you’re  a  rocket  scientist  —  or  know  one  who  can 
translate  the  more  complex  subjects.  That  won’t  stop  a  lot  of  people  from 
wanting  this  new  Marchaj  on  their  bookshelves. 

The  Sea  Hunters  (Clive  Cussler  and  Craig  Drigo,  $24)  —  Craig  Drigo 
may  sound  more  like  a  fictional  bad  guy  in  a  Clive  Cussler  novel,  but  both  of 
them  are  very  real,  as  is  this  nonfiction  book  about  true  adventures  with 
famous  shipwrecks.  Cussler  and  Drigo  take  the  reader  through  the  lives, 
deaths  and  rediscoveries  of  a  number  of  ships  from  the  Confederate 
submarine  Hunley  to  German  U-Boats  to  a  Texas  warship  unearthed  —  from 
under  a  parking  lot! 

Reed’s  Nautical  Almanac,  North  American  West  Coast  1997 

(Edited  by  Ben  Ellison  and  Catherine  Degnon,  $30)  —  When  Reed’s  claims 
to  be  "the  most  comprehensive  on  board  nautical  reference",  well,  who  are  we 
to  argue.  This  weighty  volume  does  indeed  seem  to  contain  everything  (except 
charts)  of  possible  use  to  the  mariner  traversing  the  West  Coast  (companion 
,  volumes  cover  the  East  Coast  and  Caribbean),  including  tides/currents, 
communication,  lights,  beacons,  communications  —  and  even  celestial  tables 
in  case  you  still  like  to  play  with  pagan  antiques  known  as  sextants. 

SailWorthy  ($33)  —  This  is  not  a  book,  but  a  board  game.  And  a  clever 
one  at  that.  You  'tack'  back  and  forth  around  a  course,  progressing  each  time 
you  answer  a  nautical-related  question  correctly.  The  best  marine-specific 
game  in  the  trivia  genre.  Give  it  a  try! 


short  sightings 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  pedal-powered  boat  Moksha  departed  San 
Francisco  on  Saturday,  November  23,  for  Half  Moon  Bay  and  points  south. 
But  plans  have  changed  for  the  two  English  adventurers  who  began  Pedal  the 
Planet,  the  world’s  first  muscle-only  round-the-world  trip  in  June  of  1994.  For 
the  time  being,  Steve  Smith  and  Jason  Lewis  have  gone  their  separate  ways. 
The  former  has  returned  to  Ireland,  while  the  latter  was  at  the  peddles  of 
Moksha  as  she  edged  under  the  Golden  Gate.  Smith  may  rejoin  certain  legs 
of  the  trip  once  the  boat  gets  to  the  South  Pacific. 

In  the  meantime,  Lewis  has  invited  'guest'  peddlers  to  accompany  him 
down  the  coast.  Sherri  Strange  was  aboard  for  the  Half  Moon  Bay  trip,  and 
several  others  are  lined  up. 

Moksha  was  originally  scheduled  to  go  to  Long  Beach  as  part  of  her 
shakedown  cruise.  (The  boat  has  not  been  used  since  the  pair  landed  in  Miami 
in  October  of  1994.  The  boys  crossed  the  country  by  land,  Steve  by  bicycle 
and  Jason  by  roller  blades  as  far  as  Colorado,  where  he  was  hit  by  a  drunk 
driver  and  spent  nine  months  recuperating  from  two  broken  legs.  Ironically, 
the  boat  was  also  damaged  in  an  unrelated  traffic  accident  and  needed 
repairs,  which  were  done  here  in  the  Bay  Area.)  Jason  now  feels  that,  due  to 
personnel  changes,  this  phase  of  the  voyage  will  probably  now  end  in  Santa 
Cruz  or  Monterey.  Then  the  boat  will  go  onto  its  trailer  again  for  the  trip  to 
Ecuador.  Jason  will  bike  down  to  meet  it,  whereupon  he  and  a  crew  yet  to  be 
chosen  will  depart  for  the  Marquesas.  Smith  may  come  back  for  one  or  more 
of  the  legs  to  Australia.  Then  it’s  on  to  Malaysia,  France  and  back  home  to 
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England  by  1998. 

There  is  no  sailing  involved  in  this  venture,  but  it  is  so  original,  loosely 
planned  and  inspired  that  we  couldn’t  help  but  be  caught  up  by  the  excitement 
of  it.  You  can  follow  the  adventure  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  this  address: 
http://www.tach.net/public/orgs/pedal/pedalplant.html/. 

VENTURA  —  Many  geographic  features  are  named  for  vessels  that 
wrecked  nearby  (Pigeon  Point,  Tennessee  Cove,  Raccoon  Strait,  etc.),  but 
there’s  only  one  we  know  of  named  for  a  car.  Shortly  after  Ventura  Harbor 
opened  in  1963,  the  first  'launch'  occurred.  Only  it  wasn’t  a  boat,  it  was  a  Ford 
Falcon  driven  by  a  sightseer  that  got  a  little  too  close  to  the  water.  The  car  was 
later  raised  and  returned  to  its  owner,  and  the  launch  area  has  been  known  as 
Falcon  Point  ever  since. 

BRITAIN  —  A  new  Class  D  lifeboat  recently  launched  in  Britain  bears  the 
somewhat  unusual  name  Criddy  and  Tom.  The  name  comes  from  Ian  Crid- 
land  and  Tom  Williams,  the  English  crewmembers  of  the  Swan  Computacenter 
Challenger  who  were  murdered  along  with  two  charterers  when  the  yacht  was 
anchored  at  Barbuda  in  January  of  1994.  Reward  money  was  raised  by 
friends  and  family  of  the  victims,  but  (with  help  from  Scotland  Yard),  the 
killers  were  caught  so  quickly  that  it  was  instead  donated  to  Britain’s  Royal 
National  Lifeboat  Institution.  Criddy  and  Tom  will  operate  as  a  close  inshore 
rescue  boat  from  Bembridge  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

SCOTLAND  —  When  a  trawler  captain  retrieved  the  note  from  a  bottle 
hauled  up  in  his  nets  off  the  Shetland  Islands  last  month,  he  was  stunned  to 
see  it  had  been  written  82  years  ago.  The  note,  part  of  a  1914  study  of 
currents  around  the  British  coast,  offered  the  finder  a  pound  reward  for  the 
'  return  of  the  bottle  aldng  with  where  it  was  found. 

ACROSS  THE  U.S.  — Automotive  airbags  may  be  dangerous  to  children 
in  some  applications,  but  no  one’s  going  to  argue  that  lifejackets  are  anything 
but  lifesavers.  Trouble  is,  while  most  boats  can  satisfy  the  Coast  Guard  rule  of 
one  lifejacket  per  person,  lifejackets  suitable  for  children  are  not  often  carried. 
To  help  remedy  that,  the  BOAT/US  Foundation  for  Boating  Safety  is 
launching  a  nationwide  Lifejacket  Loaner  Program  for  Kids  next  spring.  If 
approved,  a  waterfront  business  would  receive  the  lifejackets,  storage  bin  and 
promotional  materials  from  BOAT/US.  An  added  benefit  of  the  program  is  that 
it  would  unite  local  businesses  and  volunteer  boating  programs  for  maximum 
benefit  to  kids  and  their  families.  Organizations  or  businesses  wishing  to 
receive  an  application  packet  can  call  Christina  Hunady  at  (703)  823-9550, 
extension  3249.  You  can  also  fax  a  request  to  (703)  461-2855  or  request  a 
packet  through  the  BOAT/US  homepage  at  http://www.boatus.com. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  February  15,  1997. 

BOSTON  —  Work  continues  to  ready  Old  Ironsides  for  her  first  unassisted 
sail  since  1881 .  The  USS  Constitution,  the  world’s  oldest  commissioned  Naval 
vessel,  is  due  to  spread  five  sails  (about  30%  of  her  sail-carrying  capacity)  for 
a  20-mile  trip  down  Boston  Harbor  next  July.  The  event  will  mark  the  ship’s 
200th  birthday,  and  cap  a  $12  million  restoration  and  strengthening  program 
that  began  three  years  ago. 

SOUTHWEST  OF  GUAM/NORTHWEST  OF  BERMUDA  —  Two 

ships  participating  in  the  AMVER  (Automated  Mutual-Assistance  Vessel  Rescue 
System)  program  went  to  the  aid  of  a  third,  in  trouble  40  miles  southeast  of 
Guam  on  November  9.  The  Guernsey  Express  was  a  bone  to  be  chewed  in  the 
teeth  of  Typhoon  Dale,  which  lashed  her  with  100-knot  winds  and  40  to  50-ft 
seas.  Responding  to  her  distress  calls,  the  American  ammunition  ship  USNS 
Kilauea  and  cable-layer  USNS  Zeus  diverted  to  the  ’Express  and  between 
them,  rescued  all  20  crew  aboard  before  the  ship  sank.  Unfortunately,  nothing 
could  be  done  to  save  1,600  cattle  that  went  down  with  her. 

In  another  AMVER  rescue,  the  refrigerated  cargo  ship  Arctic  successfully 
retrieved  seven  people  from  the  106-ft  sailboat  Lene  Marie  before  it,  too,  was 
overcome  by  weather  and  sunk  on  November  9  about  200  miles  northwest  of 
Bermuda. 


December.  1996  •  •  Page  95 


BAJA  HA-HA  III 


T  \ 

I  here  was  no  blast  from  a  starting  gun 
—  no  one  had  thought  to  bring  one!  After 
all,  this  was  the  'nothing  serious'  race  to 
Mexico.  When  1000  arrived  on  October  28, 
the  jolly  voice  of  the  'Wanderer/Grand 


At  the  Halloween  party  John  and  Patty  Bartley 
looked  as  conservative  as  bankers  from  the  front. 
But  they  definitely  had  a  wilder  side. 


Poobah  crackled  across  the  radio  waves  with 
a  simple  "Ha,  ha,  ha!"  And  thus  began  the 
Baja  Ha-Ha  III  —  the  annual  730-mile, 
three-legged  run  to  the  sun  from  San  Diego 
to  Cabo  San  Lucas. 

Scattered  behind  a  three-mile  starting  line 
off  Point  Loma  like  dots  of  confetti  strewn 
from  the  heavens,  each  of  the  78  starters 
seemed  intent  on  giving  their  neighbors 
plenty  of  elbow  room.  The  concept  of 
staggered  starts  being  inappropriately 
complex,  all  12  divisions  set  off  in  unison.  If 
a  casual  observer  would  have  squinted  at 
this  scene,  he  might  have  thought  he  was 
watching  a  pack  of  stampeding  Conestoga 
wagons  charging  off  across  the  Great  Plains 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Oklahoma 
Land  Rush  rather  than  a  yacht  race. 

In  this  contest,  being  late  to  the  line  by  a 
few  seconds  —  or  even  minutes  —  was  truly 
inconsequential.  It  had  taken  many  entrants 
years  of  planning  and  preparation  to  ready 
themselves  for  this  day.  In  addition  to 
expectations  of  making  new  friends  and 


capitalizing  on  the  'safety  in  numbers',  many 
participants  used  their  entry  in  the  Ha-Ha  as» 
a  rite  of  passage  into  a  new  lifestyle  of 
liveaboard  cruising  in  foreign  waters  that 
would  hopefully  last  for  years.  The  Ha-Ha’s 
structure  —  which  was  admittedly  loose  — 
simply  provided  a  concrete  blastoff  date  to 
aim  for. 

It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  more  perfect 
sailing  conditions  for  the  beginning  of  this 
long-anticipated  event.  The  waters  off  San 
Diego  sparkled  with  brilliant  sunshine, 
southwest  winds  were  light  but  steady  and 
seas  were  gentle.  Up  above,  helicopter-borne 
photographer  Tom  Lyons  hovered  over  the 
disparate  fleet  of  sleek  racer/cruisers  and 
heavily-laden  floating  Winnebagos  to 
capture  this  pivotal  moment  on  film.  A 
veteran  of  the  first  two  Ha-Has,  Tom  devised 
the  novel  idea  of  selling  prints  to  the  fleet  in 
order  to  raise  money  for  an  orphanage  in  La 
Paz,  where  his  boat  is  now  berthed.  , 

As  with  any  ocean  race,  the  competitors 
moved  farther  apart  with  every  passing  hour. 
By  midnight  the  breeze  had  clocked  around 
to  the  southeast,  sending  dry,  desert-baked 


The  crew  of ' Moonshadow1  seemed  to  be  having 
fun  in  every  anchorage  —  as  well  as  on  the  dance 
floors  of  Cabo  San  Lucas. 


winds  over  the  fleet  as  if  offering  a  sample  of 
the  tropical  conditions  that  lay  ahead.  For 
those  who  were  unaccustomed  to  spending 
nights  at  sea,  the  light  of  a  three-quarter 
moon  shining  beneath  an  endless  canopy  of 
stars  brought  unexpected  comfort.  On  this, 
and  later  nights,  scanning  the  skies  for 
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shooting  stars,  puzzling  over  the  geometry  of 
fabled  constellations  and  marveling  at  the 
incredible  density  of  the  Milky  Way  helped 
pass  the  time,  while  strengthening 
connections  to  a  new  outdoor  lifestyle  deeply 
intertwined  with  nature. 

By  the  second  morning,  a  northerly 
breeze  had  filled  in,  inspiring  every  boat  with 
a  spinnaker  or  genniker  to  fly  it  —  in  some 
cases  for  the  first  time  ever!  This  was  indeed 
glorious  sailing.  By  pure  dumb  luck,  the  fleet 
had  chanced  into  a  perfect  weather  window 
of  15  to  25-knot  tail  winds  that  would 
continue  throughout  most  of  the  trip  down 
the  coast.  The  experienced  cruisers  among 
us  claimed  these  were  absolutely  the  best  all- 
around  sailing  conditions  they’d  ever 
experienced  off  Mexico.  J 

By  contrast,  just  a  few  days  before  the 
start  a  number  of  entries  had  been  battered 
severely  by  60-knot  winds  and  10-foot  seas 
along  the  central  California  coast,  which 
resulted  in  sails  blowing  out  and  gear  being 

"We  made  it!"  Having  arrived  safely  at  Cabo,  the 
biggest  contingent  of  San  Diego  to  Mexico  racers 
ever  celebrates  the  good  life. 


lost  overboard.  At  the  height  of  the  melee, 
bowman  D.G.  Tilton  got  in  a  head-butting 
contest  with  Aria’s  flailing  spinnaker  pole  off 
Point  Sur.  You  could  say  D.G.  won  the  bout, 
though,  since  the  cracked  pole  had  to  be  cut 
and  spliced,  while  the  three-inch  gash  on  his 
noggin  was  left  to  heal  au  natural.  Another 
boat,  the  tiller-driven,  20-year-old  IOR  racer 
Gumboot  also  had  some  wild  moments  when 


Steady  tail  winds  inspired  every  crew  that  had  a 
kite  to  fly  it.  But  some  chutes,  like  this  one  on 
'Venturous',  didn't  want  to  come  out  and  play. 

a  giant  roller  flooded  her  cockpit  and  sent  a 
torrent  of  chilly  green  water  down  the 
companionway  and  into  the  nav  station. 

Conversely,  two  weeks  later  —  about  the 
time  the  last  Ha-Ha  stragglers  were  drifting 
around  the  Cape  in  ever-decreasing  winds  — 
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a  fleet  of  seven  ultralights  set  off  on 
Southwestern  YC’s  San  Diego  to  Cabo  race, 
which  fizzled  midway  when  the  wind  died 
completely.  They  eventually  had  to  give  up 
and  head  back  home. 

Although  the  Ha-Ha  was  anything  but  a 
prestigious  international  yachting  competi¬ 
tion,  the  event  can  claim  the  distinction  of 
being  the  largest  race  or  rally  ever  from  the 


U.S.  to  Mexico.  In  addition  to  the  78  boats 
that  started  (of  114  sign-ups),  a  half-dozen 
late-starters  managed  to  catch  up  to  the  fleet 
before  the  awards  ceremony  was  held  in 
Cabo  San  Lucas.  The  numbers  seem  to 


confirm  an  ever-expanding  interest  in  the 
cruising  lifestyle. 

A  broad  mix  of  sailors  made  up  this  year’s 
crew  roster.  Some,  such  as  Featherbed’ s 
owner-skipper  Peter  Eady,  had  thousands  of 
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ocean  miles  under  their  belts.  He’d  broken  in 
his  Caribee  30  sloop  by  sailing  her  from 
South  Africa  to  San  Francisco.  A  number  of 
entrants  were  T ransPac  and  Pacific  Cup  vets. 
Many  others,  though,  had  admittedly  spent 


much  more  time  browsing  through  marine 
catalogs  than  practicing  offshore  sailing. 
Although  their  resumes  showed  they  knew 
how  to  sail  and  navigate,  entering  the  Ha-Ha 
was  definitely  an  ambitious  undertaking. 

Some  entrants  obviously  had  deep 
pockets  to  support  their  sailing  habit,  while 
others  had  predicated  their  long-term  travel 
plans  on  keeping  to  a  very  conservative 
budget.  Many  sailing  teams  were  made  up  of 
married  couples  or  closely-bonded  families, 
while  other  crews  were  slapped  together 
from  pools  of  sailing  buddies.  Still  other  crew 
rosters  were  rounded  out  with  raw  recruits 
connected  by  Latitude’s  annual  Crew  List, 
and  at  least  a  few  were  shanghaied  off  the 
docks  of  San  Diego. 

Airline  pilot  Don  Rosenthal  began  sailing 
only  recently.  One  of  his  instructors  at  Club 
Nautique,  gave  him  a  copy  of  Latitude, 
which  he  reportedly  read  cover  to  cover  on 
a  24-hour  round-trip  to  Tel  Aviv.  As  it  turned 
out,  Latitude’s  October  Crew  List  party  was 
scheduled  for  the  same  evening  that  he 
arrived  back  in  town.  After  zipping  straight  to 
the  party  from  the  airport,  Don  talked 
himself  into  several  crewing  offers.  He 
completed  his  Basic  Cruising  course  the  day 
before  flying  to  San  Diego  to  join  the 
Beneteau  First  42  Champagne.  / 

The  final  recruit  on  Champagne, 
however,  was  lovely  Allison  White.  She’d 
come  to  San  Diego  simply  to  see  off  her 
hubby,  Skip.  Having  a  fear  of  seasickness 
and  almost  no  sailing  experience,  she’d 
turned  down  an  invitation  earlier  to  join  the 
crew  —  but  was  coerced  into  changing  her 
mind  only  hours  before  the  start.  Perhaps 
she  caught  the  fever  at  the  Ha-Ha’s  wacky 
pre-Halloween  costume  party  —  a  great 
success  thanks  to  the  folks  at  Cabrillo  Isle 
Marina.  In  any  case,  Allison  not  only  kept 
her  stomach  throughout  the  trip,  but  also 
whipped  up  some  amazing  meals  in  the 
galley  during  roily  conditions. 

As  you  might  expect,  many  entrants  were 
newly  retired.  But  what  was  remarkable  was 
the  number  of  them  who’d  made  the  tough 
choice  to  'drop  out'  in  their  early  50s  rather 
than  waiting  to  reach  65.  Apparently  the 
trade-off  seems  worth  it.  The  common 
denominator  among  every  crew  seemed  to 
be  a  thirst  for  more  offshore  sailing 
experience  and  a  hunger  for  spending 
languid  days  in  tropical  waters.  Nearly  30 
boats  plan  to  explore  the  South  Pacific  after 
the  Ha-Ha,  and  two  dozen  plan  to  cruise  the 

The  Turtle  Bay  beach  literally  goes  on  for  miles. 
From  above  the  surf  looks  benign,  but  it  was  big 
enough  to  dump  a  few  dinghies  full  ofHa-Ha'ers. 


Once  the  wind  clocked  around  to  the  north,  it 
was  a  downwind  run  all  the  way  to  Cabo.  Sara 
and  Nancy  on  'Gitana'  keep  an  eye  on  'Gumboot'. 


Caribbean. 

For  the  most  part,  this  year’s  boats  tended 
to  be  bigger  and  better  equipped  than  in 
years  past,  the  median  size  being  39  feet. 
While  a  few  boats  —  like  the  spartan 
Voyager  26  Euphoria  —  were  operated 
under  the  'keep  it  simple'  philosophy,  most 
Ha-Ha  cruisers  had  invested  heavily  in  the 
'he  with  the  most  toys  wins'  school  of 
thought.  We  expected  every  boat  to  have  at 
least  one  GPS  on  board,  but  we  were  a  bit 
shocked  to  learn  that  a  few  had  abandoned 
traditional  charts  altogether,  opting  for  slick 
chart  plotters.  It’s  amazing  technology,  but 
since  Murphy’s  Law  is  omnipresent  at  sea, 
most  skippers  still  carry  paper  charts.  At  least 
one  boat  owner  found  out  that  the  electronic 
magic  evaporates  if  you  run  out  of  'juice1. 

Autopilots  —  which  have  improved 
dramatically  in  recent  years  —  were 


Some  people  really  know  how  to  relax.  Bob 
Taylor  of  ' Freedom '  demonstrates  his  well- 
practiced  technique  at  Turtle  Bay. 
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With  ideal  sailing  conditions  for  much  of  the 
730-mile  run,  there  was  plenty  of  time  to 
practice  foredeck  techniques. 


especially  helpful  to  those  sailing  short- 
handed.  Solar  panels,  too,  were  seen  in 
abundance,  some  of  which  were  able  to 
supply  most  of  the  amperage  needed  for 
chilling  down  fridges  and  freezers.  The  list  of 
high-tech  extras  went  on  and  on. 

Turtle  Bay 

Having  covered  a  distance  of  over  340 
sea  miles,  completion  of  the  first  leg  was  a 
giant  leap  for  many  in  the  Ha-Ha  fleet.  It 
wasn’t  so  much  that  the  troops  weren’t  up  to 
the  sailing  conditions,  but  doing  without  a 
shower  and  a  good  night’s  sleep  for  two  or 
three  days  is  a  drill  that’s  hard  to  prepare  for 
if  you’re  used  to  being  tied  to  a  dock. 

For  those  who’d  never  been  to  a  Third 


F-o-r-e!  When  Jim  Hegland  showed  up  at  the 
Turtle  Bay  Beach  party  with  a  golf  ball  and  a 
club,  everybody  wanted  a  whack  at  it. 


World  country,  arriving  at  the  dusty 
waterside  town  of  Turtle  Bay  was  a  shocker 
—  Acapulco  it’s  not!  With  not  a  single  paved 
street,  no  fancy  hotels  and  no  modern 
yachtie  infrastructure,  the  first  impressions  of 
many  neophyte  cruisers  might  have  been 
disappointing  —  if  it  weren’t  for  the 
genuinely  friendly  nature  of  the 
townspeople. 

But  the  surprise  went  both  ways,  as  Turtle 
Bay  is  normally  considered  'crowded'  if  five 
cruising  boats  are  anchored  there.  When  we 
told  a  cheerful  panga  driver  that  nearly  80 
boats  were  coming  in  right  behind  us,  we 
don’t  think  he  —  or  anyone  else  —  believed 

>*•  x 

By  dawn  the  next  day,  however,  a  mile¬ 
wide  swath  of  masts  peppered  this  sleepy 
natural  harbor  like  a  forest  of  leafless  trees 
that  had  sprung  up  from  the  ocean  floor 
during  the  night.  A  growing  throng  of  locals 
began  to  assemble  along  the  muelle  (pier)  to 
marvel  at  this  curious  invading  force  —  more 
boats  than  had  ever  been  seen  here  before. 

Laid  down  on  the  barren,  treeless 
landscape  of  the  Baja  desert,  this  no-frills 
fishing  town  is  anything  but  pretentious. 
However,  even  though  the  main  Baja 
highway  lies  some  160  miles  down  a  rutted 
dirt  road,  the  community  does  possess  a 
remarkable  number  of  late-model  American 
vehicles  and  dozens  of  rooftop  satellite  TV 
dishes,  belying  a  standard  of  living 
substantially  higher  than  the  lack  of  paving 
would  suggest. 

The  town’s  best  restaurant,  the  Vera  Cruz, 
became  'Ha-Ha  Central'  during  the  fleet’s 
stay.  Despite  the  nearly  continual  onslaught 
of  350  thirsty  Ha-Ha’ers,  owner  Javier  and 
his  staff  did  their  best  to  please  —  even 
allowing  everyone  to  make  stateside  phone 
calls  from  the  restaurant’s  private  phone. 
The  town’s  new  microwave  telecommunica¬ 
tions  antennae  gives  flawless  reception. 

On  Halloween  evening,  several  groups  of 
cruiser  kids  in  costumes  'trick-or-treated' 
from  boat  to  boat  in  the  anchorage.  Mean¬ 
while,  local  youngsters  ashore  trooped 
through  shops  and  restaurants  with  painted 
faces,  in  search  of  sugary  loot.  The  English 
phrase  "trick-or-treat"  being  a  bit  too  much  to 
enunciate,  these  little  Turtle  Bay  goblins 
simply  flashed  their  toothy  grins  and 
chanted,  "Halloween,  halloween!"  Some 
savvy  cruisers  had  planned  ahead  and  filled 
their  pockets  with  candy  to  share.  Many  of 
these  ghosts  and  gremlins  were  the  same 
budding  entrepreneurs  Ha-Ha’ers  had  gotten 
to  know  earlier,  when  they’d  offered  to 
'guard'  dinghies  or  help  with  shopping, 
hoping  to  earn  a  tip  or  a  treat. 


Ann  Graf  of  'Abacus'  had  the  sexiest  t-shirt.  It 
matched  her  so  well,  everyone  was  convinced 
she  must  have  modeled  for  the  artwork. 


The  Turtle  Bay  beach  party  has  become 
a  Ha-Ha  tradition.  With  no  real  agenda  or 
structure,  it’s  simply  intended  to  be  a  no-host 
meet-your-neighbor  affair  where  chatting, 
joking  and  splashing  in  the  surf  are  the  main 
activities.  For  those  who  got  to  the  beach 
first,  the  surf  landings  of  each  successive 
wave  of  Ha-Ha’ers  was  priceless  entertain¬ 
ment.  In  an  endeavor  where  timing  is 


everything,  several  dinghies-full  of  cruisers 
scored  no  points  at  all,  nose-diving  over  the 
crests  of  the  one-foot  waves  and  spilling 
themselves  and  all  their  picnic  paraphernalia 
into  the  drink.  . 

Everyone  was  asked  to  bring  beach  toys, 
but  apparently  all  Jim  Hegland  of  Laughing 
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Buddha  had  was  a  golf  ball  and  a  wedge.  No 
problemo.  'Sand  trap'  target  practice  — 
aiming  at  a  man-overboard  pole  —  was  soon 
all  the  rage.  There  was  little  concern  for 
accuracy  until  one  shot  hit  the  roof  of  a  pick¬ 
up  belonging  to  a  local  who’d  come  to 
observe  the  onslaught  of  gringos  at  this 
otherwise  unused  section  of  beach.  Country 
fiddler  Dave  Allen  off  Irish  Melody  kept  the 
spirit  lively,  while  A1  Sorkin  of  Chrysalis 
entertained  the  kids  with  spooky  sailing 
yarns. 

By  this  point  in  the  trip,  many  crews  were 
getting  to  know  each  other  pretty  well.  They 
shared  fish  stories  and  details  of  gear. 

The  waters  off  the  Baja  coast  were  full  of 
sealife.  Many  boats  reported  seeing  dolphins, 
seals,  and  whales.  Others  saw  jumping 
manta  rays,  giant  sea  turtles  and  sunfish. 
Paul,  Theresa  and  daughter  Audrey  Rothaus 
of  Pressure  Drop  reported  that  off  Cedros 
Island  they  encountered  an  enormous  school 
of  dolphins  —  more  than  they  could  count 
—  that  stayed  with  them  all  night. 

Fish  had  been  biting  lures  like  there  was 
no  tomorrow.  Dave  James  of  No  Agenda 
bagged  a  150-lb.  marlin  on  a  tuna  lure.  He 
later  tried  his  luck  with  a  marlin  lure  and 
caught  dorado.  Joyous,  Audrey  Lane, 
Annapurna,  Renegade  and  others  reported 
freezers  overflowing  with  yellowtail  and 
bonito.  Pete  and  Jean  Ryan  of  the  Catalina 
42  Neener3  shared  their  tip  of  pouring  gin 
into  the  gills  of  a  landed  fish  to  keep  him 
from  flailing  —  and  perhaps  sending  his 


boat  on  the  horizon  was  bagging  fish  but 
them.  They  hadn’t  had  a  hit  all  day  regard¬ 
less  of  which  lures  they  tried.  Then  Bob  took 
a  break  to  use  the  head,  and  no  sooner  had 
he  pumped  out.  .  .  the  .  remains  of  his 
breakfast.  .  .  than  they  heard  the  unmistak¬ 
able  whir  of  line  paying  out  to  a  big  fish  on 
the  run.  Luckily  for  Ron  and  Harold,  it  got 
away,  sparing  them  the  decision  of  whether 
or  not  to  eat  it!  This  is  not  a  recommended 
'chumming'  technique  unless  things  get  really 
desperate. 

In  addition  to  a  number  of  blown  sails,  a 
slew  of  boats  experienced  minor  equipment 
problems  on  the  first  leg:  Pressure  Drop 


“Are  we  having  fun  yet?"  Apparently  so.  In  fact, 
it's  hard  to  have  anything  but  a  good  time  at 
Cabo  San  Lucas. 

ingenuity  —  and  help  from  new  friends  — 
most  of  these  woes  got  sorted  out.  Since  the 
vessel  Acquisition  seemed  to  be  shadowing 
the  fleet  on  roughly  the  same  timetable,  she 
was  unofficially  recruited  into  the  flock. 
Sometime  during  the  night,  she’d  lost  her 
steering  and  had  to  sail  into  Turtle  Bay  "on  a 
pair  of  Vise  Grips."  The  Columbia  26 
Seventh  Heaven  had  to  drop  out  at 
Ensenada  after  developing  electrical 
problems  early  in  the  race.  Considering  the 
size  of  the  fleet,  though,  there  were  relatively 


When  they  awoke  to  see  their  anchorage  full  of 
sailboats,  the  people  of  Turtle  Bay  must  have 
thought  they'd  been  invaded  in  the  night. 

spirit  to  fish  heaven  in  a  carefree  mood. 

The  funniest  fishing  anecdote  came  from 
Oregonians  Bob  Taylor  and  Harold  West  of 
the  Cheoy  Lee  44  Freedom.  It  seems  every 


broke  her  mainsheet  bail,  Kipper  snapped 
her  autopilot  drive  belt,  Shamaness  fried  a 
fuse  in  her  radar,  Eagle’s  Pride  had  impeller 
problems,  Stone  Soup  lost  her  running  lights, 
Kiva’s  GPS  was  on  the  fritz,  and  Aria, 
Amazing  Grace,  Emerald  Star  and  Gitana  all 
experienced  charging  problems.  With  a  little 


few  equipment  failures  throughout  the  event. 

The  boat  everybody  seemed  to  be 
wondering  about  was  the  Santa  Cruz  40 
ProMotion,  owned  by  West  Marine  founder 
Randy  Repass.  Originally  slated  to  be  a  co¬ 
committee  boat  with  Gitana,  she’d  taken  a 
beating  en  route  to  San  Diego,  suffering  a 
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Young  Martin,  center,  and  his  buddies  have  good 
manners  and  an  entrepreneurial  spirit.  Someday 
they  may  be  successful  Turtle  Bay  businessmen. 


blown  main  and  the  ’loss  of  her  spinnaker 
pole  overboard.  After  sorting  out  those 
problems  in  San  Diego,  her  race  crew  — 
made  up  of  West  Marine  staffers  from 
Watsonville,  San  Francisco  and  Portland  — 
discovered  an  engine  problem  during  their 
pre-race  check-out.  The  diagnosis  of  a 
cracked  block  meant  they’d  have  to  start  a 
few  days  behind  the  fleet.  But  with  the 
determination  of  Schwarzenegger  in  The 
Terminator,  they  vowed:  "We’ll  be  back!" 

Miraculously  the  engine  was  swapped  in 
two  short  days.  But  the  conditions  captain 
Paul  (Pepe)  Parsons  and  company  headed 


into  on  the  morning  of  October  30  were 
anything  but  pleasant.  Battling  35-40  knots 
of  icy  wind  on  the  nose,  thick  fog  and 
torrential  'horizontal'  rain,  ProMotion  was 
®  making  only  about  one  knot  over  the  bottom 
before  her  main  blew  out  —  again!  Head¬ 
quarters  Fed-Exed  a  new  sail  down  that 
night,  however,  and  the  next  morning  the 
frustrated  crew  set  off  in  better  weather  to 
catch  the  fleet,  which  they  did  during  the 
second  stopover.  They  then  went  on  to 
smoke  the  fleet  on  the  final  leg,  which  gave 
them  some  consolation. 

Leg  Two 

After  two  days  of  'languishing'  at  Turtle 
Bay,  most  folks  were  ready  to  saddle  up  for 
the  charge  to  the  second  stop,  Bahia  Santa 
Maria. 

Having  confirmed  a  1000  start  on  the 
morning  radio  net,  the  fearless  —  or  was  it 
clueless  —  crew  of  the  committee  boat 
Gitana  found  themselves  still  on  the  hook  at 
nearly  0930  waiting  for  their  panga  driver  to 
show  up  with  several  five-gallon  jugs  of 
Turtle  Bay’s  finest  agua  purificada.  Fifteen 
minutes  before  the  start,  the  big  Abeking 
Rassmussen  sloop  had  made  it  out  the 
harbor  mouth  ahead  of  the  fleet  and  was 


A  veteran  of  many  serious  races  to  Mexico,  Hall 
Palmer  celebrates  his  inauguration  into  the 
relaxed  pace  of  cruising. 


charging  westward  toward  the  lat/long 
coordinates  they’d  recently  announced, 
which  defined  the  windward  end  of  the  line. 
"You  realize,  of  course,"  queried  Gitana’s 
skipper  'Commodore'  Tompkins,  "we’ve 
gotta  go  a  half  mile  dead  to  windward  to 
reach  the  designated  spot?" 

"To  Windward!"  groaned  the  Poobah, 
"Forget  it."  A  new  starting  line  position  was 
shortly  announced  over  the  airwaves,  "Sorry 
folks,  we  really  screwed  up,  but  we’ve  gotta 

The  simple  open  boats  called  'pangas'  are 
essential  transport  for  Santa  Maria  fishermen. 
For  us,  they  doubled  as  taxis. 
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keep  the  decks  dry." 

Gitana  positioned  herself.  .  .  somewhere 
west  of  the  harbor  mouth  and  the  steadfast 
racers  all  got  the  idea.  Few,  in  fact,  appeared 
to  be  intent  on  achieving  prime  starting  line 
positioning.  At  ten  minutes  before  the  hour, 
several  were  still  a  mile  away  in  the 
anchorage,  leisurely  weighing  anchor.  By 
contrast,  both  Shamaness  and  Featherbed 
charged  toward  the  line  with  such  gusto  that 
they/were  doomed  to  be  over  early. 
Admiring  their  fighting  spirit,  however,  the 
committee  boat  simply  'motored  the  line' 
forward  a  few  hundred  feet  to  kept  the  two 
competitors  from  crossing  early. 

The  starting  tactics  of  the  rest  of  the  fleet 
was  what  you  might  expect  from  McHale’s 
Navy.  But  then,  last  year’s  fleet  was  even  less 
disciplined.  Out  of  a  fleet  of  65,  only  two 
boats  showed  up  at  the  second  starting  line. 
Some  had  left  hours  earlier,  and  many  others 
simply  couldn’t  be  bothered  to  get  underway 
on  any  sort  of  timetable. 

With  northerly  winds  of  18-20  knots, 
every  chute  —  that  wasn’t  shot  —  was  soon 
flying.  By  late  afternoon  the  breeze  had 
strengthened  to  as  much  as  25  knots, 
affording  spectacular  sailing  throughout  the 
night.  Moderate  4  to  6-foot  swells  keep  the 


fleet  gently  rocking  on  the  downwind  course, 
but  most  agreed  conditions  were  ideal. 

With  every  passing  mile,  the  water 
temperatures  became  warmer,  jumping 
almost  10°  during  one  12-hour  interval.  The 
first  phosphorescence  began  to  glimmer  in 
the  bow  waves,  and  fishermpn  seemed  to  be 
reelirtg  in  trophy  catches  with  ease  as  the 
rhumb  line  passed  over  sea  mounds  where 
pelagic  gamefish  abound.  The  moon  had 
now  shrunk  to  a  small  crescent,  leaving 
helmsmen  to  steer  their  spinnakers  or  poled- 
out  genoas  by  starlight. 

From  the  beginning,  standing  by  for  the 
daily  SSB  radio  net  had  become  part  of  the 
morning  routine.  The  Poobah  chimed  in  at 
0730,  first  asking  for  any  medical 
emergencies,  then  serious  gear  failures.  Daily 
weather  updates  from  world-renowned  fore¬ 
caster  Bob  Rice  —  when  available  —  kept 
the  fleet  informed  on  what  conditions  to 
expect.  Then  every  boat  checked  in  with 
their  latitude,  longitude  and  occasional 
witticisms.  The  positions  of  boats  far  back  in 
the  fleet  —  and  those  with  only  VHF  radio£ 
—  were  relayed  ahead  from  boat  to  boat. 
This  simple  system  worked  well. , 

There  were  a  dozen  or  more  kids  on  the 
Ha-Ha,  from  toddlers  to  teenagers.  While 
ashore,  some  of  the  little  tykes  played 
together,  while  the  teens  practiced  the  fine 
art  of  hangin’  out  together.  At  sea,  though, 
their  main  activity  seemed  to  be  jabbering  on 
the  VHF.  'Dallas'  Lambert  of  Eagle’s  Pride 
dubbed  her  12-year-old  daughter  Brandi  the 
'radio  goddess'  due  to  the  hours  each  day 
she  tied  up  the  VHF.  Mom  threatened  — 
jokingly,  we  think  —  to  rip  out  the  radio  if 
Brandi  didn’t  cool  it.  "Fine,"  snapped  Brandi 
with  a  smirk,  "then  I’m  getting  my  own 
handheld!" 

In  addition  to  one-on-one  chit-chatting 
throughout  the  day,  15-year-old  Mike 


The  crew  of  West  Marine  staffers  aboard 
'ProMotion'  were  delayed  by  breakdowns  but 
ended  up  finishing  ahead  of  the  fleet. 

Coleman  on  Lady  Di  hosted  the  'Kids  Net' 
every  day  at  1600.  Even  the  youngest  of  the 
mini-Ha-Ha’ers  were  encouraged  to  chime 
in,  give  their  location  and  speak  their  mind. 
"So,  uh.  .  .  whatcha  doin’?" 

"Ummm.  .  .  just  sailing  along.  . ." 

Considering  the  ages  of  some  of  the 
respondents,  it’s  no  wonder  some  sessions 
on  the  Kids’  Net  were  more  scintillating  than 
others.  Eavesdropping  adults  were  left 
thinking,  "What  happened  to  all  the  studying 
they  were  supposed  to  be  doing?" 

Bahia  Santa  Maria 

Carved  into  the  western  side  of  a  narrow 
<  desert  island,  Bahia  Santa  Maria  is  a  logical 
stop  for  southbound  cruisers,  and  a  time¬ 
saving  alternative  to  nearby  Mag  Bay.  If 
you’re  looking  for  a  spot  to  play  Robinson 
Crusoe  that  has  a  'bitchin'  surf  break  and  all 
the  lobster  you  can  eat,  Santa  Maria  should 
be  on  your  short  list.  Besides  a  fishermen’s 
shanty  town  and  a  spartan  'surf  camp', 
there’s  absolutely  nothing  there  except  miles 
and  miles  of  white  sand  beach  and 
thousands  of  sia  birds. 

Although  they  aren’t  legally  allowed  to, 
every  pescadeyo  in  the  area  seemed  eager  to 
trade  freshly-caught  lobster  for  just  about 
*  anything:  meat,  canned  goods,  beer,  soda, 
T-shirts,  whatever.  The  best  trade  we  heard 
of  was  two  lobster  for  a  can  of  Coke. 

With  the  great  disparity  of  boat  types  in 
the  Ha-Ha  fleet,  some  made  the  220-mile 
second  leg  in  one  overnight,  while  others 
took  two.  Naturally  the  stragglers  were 
substantially  more  tuckered  out  by  the  time 
they  arrived.  While  some  were  super¬ 
charged  with  excitement  about  the  25-knot 
breeze,  others  complained  that  the  winds 
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THOUSANDS  OF  FEET  & 


HUNDREDS  OF  PEOPLE. 


That  is  what  has  allowed  KKMI  to  become  a  success  and  we  would  like  to  express  our  appreciation.  Cer¬ 
tainly  without  our  customers  not  only  would  we  be  out  of  business  but  we  would  be  unable  to  practice  our 
craft,  which  is  our  passion.  Since  we  opened  our  yard  in  May  we  have  had  the  opportunity  to  work  on  some 
of  the  most  extraordinary  boats  in  North  America,  if  not  the  world.  We  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  and 
the  vote  of  confidence  you  have  bestowed  on  us. 


On  behalf  of  the  entire  crew  at  KKMI  we  would  like  to  wish  you  a  joyous  Holiday  Season 
and  fair  winds  in  1997. 

THE  KKMI  “CLASS”  OF  1996 


44’  “Anacapa”,  55’  “Brigadoon”,  38’  “Elvis”,  25’  “Grady  White”,  65’  “Java”,  55’  “Mamamouchi”,  39’  “Peregina”,  30’  “Phantom”,  70’  “Anitra”,  55’ 
“Salmon  Queen  III”,  31’  “Gale  Runner”,  33’  “Tamara”,  50’  “Gone  With  The  Wind”,  65’  “USA  49”,  48’  “Snow  Dragon”,  40’  “Beluga”,  62’  “Skutan”,  25’ 
“Barb”,  58’  “Merva  W”,  52’  “Rigel”,  40’  “Freedom”,  65’  “Mega  Fun”,  37’  “Sundance”,  34’  “Blue  Note”,  38’  “Orchestration”,  34’  “Czechmate”,  24’ 
“Bayliner”,  23’  “Bear  Boat”,  42’  “Benjamin  Walters”,  38’  “Wave  Walker”,  41’  “Pastime”,  24’  “Monkey”,  64’  “Peyton”,  35’  “Mistral”,  42’  “Folie  A  Deux”, 
32’  “Paloma”,  33’  “Arcturus”,  105’  “Vadura”,  36’  “Refuge”,  30’  “Red  Menace”,  40’  “Jubilee”,  35’  “Quixote”,  38’  “Corcovado”,  42’  “Quest”,  42’  “Bonnie”, 
28’  “Great  Dane”,  31’  “Gray  Wolf’,  34’  “Polaris”,  34’  “Staple  Holm”,  57’  “Barb  Ann  II”,  43’  “Redhawk”,  34’  “Endurance”,  30’  “O  Day”,  40’  “Good  Tern”, 
16’  “Chris  Craft”,  52’  “Ondine”,  40’  “Nautilus”,  37’  ‘The  Answer”,  40’  “Taffy”,  40’  “China  Cloud”,  45’  “Simpatica”,  32’  “Caprice”,  38’  “Tatyana”,  27’ 
“Poppy”,  37’  “Sleeper”,  52’  “Dealer’s  Choice”,  52’  “Akbar”,  33’  “Mach  II”,  31’  “Wavedancer”,  60’  “Pericus”,  4T  “Sundog”,  23’  “Storm”,  28’  “Sover  Fern”, 
29’  “Zig  Zag”,  30’  “Carlene”,  38’  “Muav”,  44’  “Jubilee”,  26’  “Reel  Affair”,  41’  “Jane  Abeles”,  37’  “Raindrop”,  47’  “Tacony  Palmyra”,  44’  “Marilyn”,  30’ 
“Ante  Up”,  30’  “Von  Haden”,  30’  “Corsair”,  42’  “Magic”,  30’  “Hespera”,  33’  “Adrenaline  Rush”,  33’  “Ronstan”,  27’  “Liten  Flicka”,  30’  “Isis  II”,  45’ 
“Mariah”,  30’  “Nepenthe”,  30’  “Carina”,  30’  “Cuckoo”,  39’  “Jan”,  27’  “Kauai”,  58’  “California  Eagle”,  36’  “Sub  Kul  Chur”,  24’  “D.J.”,  32’  “Balena”,  65’ 
“Hanseatic  II”,  38’  “Eleuthera”,  22’  “Waina  Helarui”,  30’  “Blue  Eagle”,  27’  “Sneeker”,  44’  “Mykonos”,  30’  “Outrageous”,  3 1  ’  “Aria”,  30’  “Troubadour”,  38’ 
“Estrellita”,  36’  “Noncents”,  3 1  ’  “Hobo”,  56’  “San  Carlos”,  38’  “Ka  Ula  Lani”,  33’  “Temblor”,  30’  “Sandman”,  35’  “Freelife”,  39’  “  Allegria”,  25’  “MacGregor”, 
26’  “Smoky”,  35’  “Linda  Dawn”,  35’  “Wildflower”,  39’  “Sabra”,  30’  “Humsey”,  44’  “Magnum”,  25’  “Pontoon  Boat”,  53’  “Giggles”,  35’  “Bonnie  Lass”,  47’ 
“Argonaut”,  37’  “Narwhal”,  34’  “Just  In  Time”,  36’  “Music”,  38’  “Wild  Duck”,  44’  “Elysian”,  85’  “Dragon  Lady  II”,  28’  “Mintaka”,  52’  “Incantation”,  32’ 
“Royono”,  36’  “Waterbase”,  25’  “Tern”,  53’  “Leslie  Jane”,  31’  “Jeanne”,  48’  Manatee”,  30’  “Mokei  II”,  45’  “Supreme”,  27’  “Hydrophilic”,  35’  “Pegasus”, 
28’  “Wind  Song”,  40’  “Wanderer”,  52’  “Boson”,  40’  “Spectra”,  24’  “Reel  Screamer”,  29’  “Zelda  II”,  74’  “American  Eagle”,  4T  “K  2”,  30’  “Curtain  Call”, 
50’  “True  Blue”,  48’  “Cabaret”,  55’  “Last  Transit”,  35’  “Tolly  Craft”,  35’  “Kritikakos”,  32’  “Police  Boat”,  20’  “Century  Runabout”,  44’  “Gusto”,  42’  “Lady 
S.”,  30’  “Cinphanie”,  36’  “Begone”,  20’  “Commodore  Dining  Cruises”,  22’  “Whisper”,  44’  “Mykonos”,  38’  “Captain  Sir”,  3 1’  “Vela”,  48’  “Annapurna”,  29’ 
“Serendipity”,  28’  “Gloria”,  24’  “Viakia”,  24’  “Sloop”,  27’  “Jose  Cuervo”,  32’  “Zigeuner”,  35’  “Uccello  Bianco”,  35’  “Questella”,  51’  “Rascallion”,  35’ 
“Ericson”,  30’  “Greensleeves”,  16’  “Skeeter”,  23’  “New  High”,  34’  “Aurora”,  27’  “Songbird  II”,  32’  “Naughty  Lady”,  33’  “Undine”,  24’  “Banana  Republic”, 
47’  “Polly  Ann”,  40’  “Umiak”,  45’  “Tedi”,  33’  “Sea  Breeze”,  28’  “Wing  Four”,  65’  “Aria”,  36’  “Indulgence”,  40’  “Spirit”,  25’  “Doris  C.”,  40’  “Sea  Peace”, 
36’  “Evergreen”,  42’  “Mary  Ann”,  38’  “Credit”,  40’  “Zephyr”,  30’  “Chelonia”,  36’  “Downwind  II”,  32’  “Neja”,  34’  “Vincent”,  26’  “Pacific  Clipper”,  41’  “Sea 
Quins”,  33’  “Sea  Ghost”,  29’  “Periwinkle”,  105’  “Tam”,  47’  “Hasty  Heart”,  43’  “Knottylus”,  38’  “Stella  Z.”,  30’  “Free  Child”,  65’  “Livia”,  40’  “East  Bay”, 
2T  “Triton”,  32’  “Police  Boat”,  35’  “Lovely  Lady”,  80’  “Ida  Louise”,  38’  “Anne  Elizabeth”,  26’  “Free  Time”,  36’  “Pacific  High”,  47’  “Infinity”,  85’ 
“Kailuani”,  48’  “Abracadabra”,  42’  “Chances  Are”,  3T  “Kallisto”,  80’  “Boomerang”,  82’  Sagamore”,  11'  “Falcon  2000”,  19'  “Sayonara”,  45’  “Beau  Geste”, 
24’  “Psaras”,  23’  “Turtle  Watch”,  36’  “Skies  Unknown”,  36’  “Viking”,  34’  “Tripper  II”,  37’  “Amore  Kai”,  40’  “Kaselehlia”,  37’  “Bliss”,  53’  Sirena”,  33’ 
“Abundance”,  25’  “Folk  Boat”,  26’  “Filia  Mia”,  43’  “Second  Wind”,  34’  “Dakota”,  37’  “Full  Circle”,  37’  “First  Light”,  25’  “Drummer  II”,  41’  “Newport”, 
50’  “Conquest”,  36’  “Sea  Fare”,  40’  “Judita”,  3T  “King  Crab”,  26’  “White  Whale”,  41’  “Winds  Aloft”,  70’  “Taxi  Dancer”,  53’  “Sheba  Star”,  34’  “Let’s  Do 
Launch”,  50’  “Oaxaca”,  38’  “Megasue”,  46’  “Obsession”,  40’  “Cirrus”,  75’  “Anna  Marie”,  27’  “Irish  Mist”,  42’  “Camarada”,  24’  “Sweetheart”,  50’  “Gatsby”, 
42’  “Estrellita”,  33’  “Sea  Fever”,  30’  “First  Choice”,  35’  “Wildflower”,  33’  “Team  KKMI”,  35’  “Santa”,  36’  “Grumpy  Dog”,  28’  “Spirit  of  Arnaldo”,  44’ 
“Diabolique”,  64’  “Mandarin”,  78’  “Sea  Play”,  65’  “Hanseatic  II”,  47’  “Nancy’s  Diamond”,  45’  “Brewer”,  55’  “Last  Transit”,  5T  “Athena”,  45’  “Seafarer”, 
37’  “Aria”,  42’  “Gaivota”,  27’  “Hydrophilic”,  36’  “Grand  Banks”,  30’  “Triton”,  4T  “Brigadoon”,  30’  “Queue  Et  Tu”,  54’  “Pegasus”,  68’  “John’s  Rendez¬ 
vous”,  32’  “Grey  Ghost”,  40’  “Chapparel”,  65’  “Flyer”,  65’  “Antipodes”,  41’  “Go  West”,  44’  “The  Saint”,  44’  “Detente”,  44’  “Kai  Manu”,  40’  “Breezin’  Up”, 
40’  “Kamera”,  73’  “Northland”,  35’  “Friday  Harbor”,  30’  “Big  Bamboo”,  65’  “Hei  Tiare”,  50’  “El  Pescador”,  35’  “Free  Lance”,  27’  “Wing  Tip”,  31’ 
“Malolo”,  20’  “Cal”,  54’  “Fortuna”,  80’  “Pacific  Spirit”,  70’  “Regal  Lady”,  29’  “Cisco”,  33’  “Blown  Away”,  36’  “Bora  III”,  50’  “Jennie  Lynn”,  33’  “Southern 
Cross”,  30’  “Drummer  “,  38’  “Coast  Starlight  Limited”,  27’  “Catalina”,  37’  “White  Bird  II”,  38’  “Gemini”,  41  ’  “Natasha  II”,  34’  “Mirage”,  32’  “Infinity”,  33’ 
“No  Alimony”,  27’  “Bonnie  Eileen”,  40’  “Spirit  “,  42’  “Lady  S.”,  51’  “Blitzen” 
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530  WEST  GUTTING  BOULEVARD 
POINT  RICHMOND,  GA  94804 
(510)  235-KKMI  fax  235-4664 
e-mail:  kkmi@sirius.com 
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NAUTORs 

SWAN 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


TAXIDERMY 

. . . . . 

S  CRANE 


BUY  A  SWAN 
FOR  A  SONG 

For  the  past  30  years  the  craftsmen  at  Nautor  in  Finland  have  been  building  sailboats  of  such  quality 
and  distinction  the  Swan  name  has  become  the  standard  by  which  most  sailboats  are  judged.  With  such 
a  sterling  reputation  it  should  come  as  nq  surprise  that  many  knowledgeable  sailors  have  made  it  a  goal 
to  one  day  own  a  Swan.  While  the  desirability  of  Swans  is  well  established,  so  too  is  their  reputation  of 
being  prohibitively  expensive,  which  is  neither  fair  nor  true.  While  there  is  no  denying  a  Swan  will  cost 
more  than  a  boat  built  in  mass  production,  the  primary  reason  why  a  Swan  costs  more  is  because  you 
get  more.  In  fact,  items  which  are  usually  optional  on  most  boats  are  standard  on  a  Swan.  In  addition, 
there  are  major  important  differences  between  a  Swan  and  any  other  boat.  For  example,  every  Swan 
has  a  mast  and  steering  system  that  is  specifically  engineered  and  built  for  that  particular  boat.  Without 
a  doubt,  if  you  compare  'apples  to  apples'  not  only  will  you  appreciate  these  major  differences  between 
a  Swan  and  any  other  boat,  but  you  will  find  the  cost  of  such  exceptional  quality  is  really  not  all  that 
much  more.  .  ,t,  >  '  ' ' 

A  Swan  will  cost  you  less  in  many  other  ways.  For  example,  at  KKMI  rather  than  keeping  boats  in 
inventory,  which  increases  overhead  and  therefore  ultimately  the  cost  of  the  boat,  they  allow  you  to  buy 
your  boat  directly  from  the  factory.  By  going  through  KKMI  you  will  not  only  save  money  by  buying 
directly  from  the  builder  but  KKMI  knows  how  to  get  you  the  best  deal.  This  approach  has  allowed 
KKMI’s  clients  the  opportunity  to  realize  their  dream  of  owning  a  Swan  under  the  most  favorable 
financial  conditions.  Most  interesting  of  all,  under  this  program  of  keeping  costs  down  and  buying 
direct,  KKMI  has  become  Nautor’s  top  agent  on  the  West  Coast  for  the  past  four  years.  So,  don’t  let  the 
reputation  of  a  Swan  being  too  expensive  scare  you  away;  if  you  are  even  thinking  of  buying  a  new 
sailboat  you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  give  the  professionals  at  KKMI  a  call.  They  will  show  you  what 
makes  a  Swan  the  standard  by  which  others  are  judged  and  how  little  the  cost  difference  can  be.  Above 
all,  when  you  are  ready  to  build  the  boat  of  your  dreams,  you  will  not  only  get  the  finest  boat  built  but 
the  best  deal. 

The  SWAN  line  36,  40,  44,  46,  48,  53,  56,  57RS,  60,  66,  77,  86,  90,  100+ 


Christmas  Cup 
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SWAN  651  Li  via  (1985)  , 

i  via  is  the  perfect  cruising  yacht 
:aturing  a  shallow  draft,  bulb 
eel,  custom  Reckman  roller  furl- 
ig  mast,  hydraulic  genoa  furling 
id  Lewmar  commander  system, 
npeccably  maintained  by  her 
leticulous  captain  and  now  avail- 
ale  on  the  West  Coast.  Call  us 
iday  for  details.  / 


SWAN  46  Hi  Ho  Silver  (1988) 
This  tri-cabin  version  is  the  second 
Swan  46  built  for  her  owner.  She's 
been  lightly  used  and  professionally 
maintained.  Lying  in  Mallorca,  she  is 
just  waiting  fdr  a  new  owner  to  take  a 
downwind  slide  to  the  Caribbean  for 
the  winter,  before  bringing  her  home. 


SWAN  55  Swan  Fun  (1972) 
A  beautifully  restored  early  vin¬ 
tage  Swan.  From  her  new  diesel 
engine  to  the  'state  of  the  ait' 
electronics,  this  is  absolutely  the 
largest  high  quality  yacht  you 
can  buy  for  the  money.  Priced  at 
a  fraction  of  her  replacement  cost, 
at  $295,000,  she's  a  steal. 


'TWAS  THE  NIGHT  before  Christmas,  way  before 
dawn  .  .  .  Not  a  boat  was  stirring,  not  even  a  Swan.  ! 
The  yachts  were  hauled  at  the  great  yard  with  care ...  j 
in  hopes  that  St.  America’s  Cup  soon  would  be  there.  I 
The  sailors  were  nestled  all  snug  in  their  beds . . .  while  j 
visions  of  a  Bay  Area  Challenge  danced  in  their  heads. 

And  Ken  K.  on  the  phone,  and  Paul  K.  tapping  away  .  j 
. .  both  of  them  longing  to  just  hit  the  hay.  When  out  in 
the  harbor  they  heard  such  a  crash  .  .  .  They  sprang 
from  their  desks  to  see  the  great  splash.  Down  to 
KKMI’s  deep  water  docks  they  ran  ...  .  certainly  not 
expecting  to  find  such  a  man.  What  they  saw  come  ■ 
from  the  water  caused  them  nearly  to  faint  ...  but  a  , 
soaking  wet  skipper/THE'  nautical  saint.  With  his  arm 
out  stretched  and  a  big  "how  dee" . . .  they  knew  in  a  . 
moment  in  must  be  St.  A.C.  More  rapid  than  eagles 
his  crew  they  came  . . .  and  he  whistled,  and  shouted,  ' 
and  called  them  by  name.  "Now,  Turner!  Now,  j 
Blackaller!  Now  Hood  and  Ficker!  ...  Oh  come  on 
now  Dennis,  can’t  you  move  a  little  quicker?  On  North, 

On  Kostecki,  and  Cayard  too  .  .  .  There  can  be  no 
doubt  I  have  a  great  crew."  Off  the  bow  of  the  boat! 

Get  your  ass  on  the  rail!  .  .  .  Now  hoist  away!  Grind 
away!  Its  time  to  set  sail!"  Downwind  they  sailed  with 
the  spinnaker  a-flying  .  .  .  won  the  right  to  challenge 
and  sent  contenders  home  crying.  The  gang  from  the 
Bay  Area  to  New  Zealand  they  went .  .  .  longing  to 
bring  home  something  only  for  rent.  And  then  in  a 
twinkling,  I  heard  St.  A.C.  wail,  "Let's  get  out  on  the 
water  and  kick  some  Kiwi  tail."  The  first  race  found 
the  Bay  Area  gang  in  the  lead  . . .  with  St.  A.C  steering 
his  well  trained  steed.  The  duel  was  won  not  walking 
away  .  .  .  knowing  all  too  well  this  was  just  the  first 
day.  The  second  race  came  and  with  a  great  tack  .  .  . 
soon  they  were  leading  the  Kiwi  pack.  Won  the  raccj 
they  did  with  such  great  style  . . .  had  to  slow  the  boat 
down,  so  not  to  beat  them  by  a  mile.  The  New 
Zealanders  lost  race  number  three  and  were  much  dis¬ 
mayed  ...  the  only  good  news  was  the  crew  still  got 
paid.  On  the  day  of  race  four  all  the  defenders  knew  . 

. .  one  more  loss  they  become  A.C.  stew.  With  visions 1 
of  a  San  Francisco  America’s  Cup  drawing  near .  .  . 
the  crew  was  thirsting  for-tnore  than  just  beer.  With  a 
wink  of  A.C.’seye  and  a  twist  of  his  head  . .  .soon  the 
crew  knew  they  had  nothing  to  dread.  He  spoke  not  a 
word,  but  went  straight  to  his  work  .  .  .  steering  the 
boat  smoothly,  not  even  a  jerk.  He  grasped  the  wheel 
and  gave  one  last  shout .  . .  turned  the  helm  over  and  |  j 
said,  "Ready  about."  To  the  finish  line  they  went  this 
very  proud  day  .  .  .  finally  bringing  the  cup  home  to 
San  Francisco  Bay.  After  winning  the  Cup  the  Skip¬ 
per  thanked  his  crew  for  putting  up  such  a  fight .  .  . 
wishing  everyone,  "Happy  CHRISTMAS  CUP  to  all, 
and  to  all  a  GOOD  NIGHT." 
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Country  fiddler  Dave  Allen  named  his  bdat  'Irish 
Melody'  after  his  favorite  kind  of  music.  He 
entertained  the  troops  at  every  stop. 


were  too  strong  and  the  seas  too  rough.  The 
'solution'  for  some  boats  was  to  drop  sails 
completely  during  the  night  and  simply 
motor  all  night. 

The  fact  that  motoring  was  allowed  in  the 
Ha-Ha  —  with  an  hour  and  a  half  penalty 
added  for  every  hour  of  motoring  —  was 
meant  to  be  a  safeguard  against  having  to 
flail  around  offshore  for  days  if  the  wind 
went  light.  But  for  some  skippers  with  slower 
boats  —  was  it  Por  Que  No  that  once 
checked  in  as  "the  floating  houseboat"?  — 
the  temptation  to  'power-sail'  became  habit 
forming.  Several  motored  almost  the  entire 


Great  white  hunter  Jim  Coggin  of  'Obsession' 
bagged  the  biggest  wahoo  anyone  had  ever  seen 
—  well  over  100  pounds. 


second  and  third  legs,  despite  a  splendid  20- 
knot  following  breeze.  "To  heck  with  the 
penalty,"  they  might  have  said.  "If  we  can  get 
another  two  knots  out  of  the  old  girl  let’s  just 
keep  the  iron  jib  churning." 

Since  Bahia  Santa  Maria  has  no  town  to 
roam  in  and  no  bars,  restaurants  or 
chandleries,  the  troops  were  forced  to  enter¬ 
tain  themselves.  Within  hours  of  arrival, 
Randy  McCoy  from  Ultima,  Bob  Crum  of 
Gumboot  and  Skip  White  from  Champagne 
broke  out  their  surfboards  and  headed  for 
the  point  break.  Skip  had  surfed  a  lot  in 
Hawaii  and  Southern  Cal,  but,  "This  was  the 
best  ever!"  Jennie  Crum  joined  the  fun,  while 
taking  turns  Boogie-boarding  with  her  kids 
Malcolm,  10,  and  Naomi,  8.^ 

Meanwhile,  Kent  Benedict  and  Ed 
Ferranto  of  the  Searunner  37  tri  Kipper  set 
off  to  stretch  their  legs  by  climbing  1,275- 
foot  Mt.  San  Lazaro.  Skipper  George  Bachus 
of  the  Deerfoot  62  Moonshadow  and  his 
feisty  crew,  Ingrid,  Terry  and  Sara, ,  took 
turns  windsurfing  through  the  anchorage  — 
the  water  temp  was  74°.  Others  simply 
enjoyed  the  relative  decadence  of  lounging 
in  the  cockpit  with  nothing  to  do,  while 
unlucky  skippers  attended  to  a  variety  of 
repairs. 

After  sailing  for  days  in  relatively  strong 
winds,  some  boats  experienced  what  some 
would  call  'predictable  equipment  failures', 
but  found  themselves  with  an  inadequate 
supply  of  essential  spare  parts  and  tools.  The 
more  experienced  cruisers  —  who  tended  to 
be  the  best  equipped  with  spares  and  jury-rig 
solutions  —  always  seemed  to  be  the  ones 
who  chimed  in  with  advice  or  an  offer  to 
help  out.  No  doubt  they  still  remembered  the 
days  when  they,  too,  were  naive  and  ill- 
prepared. 

One  notable  breakdown  that  was  handled 
well  involved  the  Chung  Hwa  36 
Shamaness.  While  trying  to  avoid  being 
overtaken  by  Featherbed,  she  lost  her 
steering.  At  the  time  she  was  flying  her  red 
spinnaker  and  every  other  rag  in  her  sail 
locker.  Undaunted,  her  crew  kept  the  kite  up 
all  the  way  to  the  finish  line  using  their 
emergency  tiller.  Proving  that  you  don’t 
have  to  buy  a  gold-plater  to  enjoy  the  good 
life,  Shamaness  was  purchased  in  derelict 
condition  at  a  Marin  County  lien  sale  for 
$7,000. 

Many  boats  were  'good  Samaritans'.  The 
Morgan  O/I  41  Winds  Aloft  helped  the 
Ericson  35  Telemark  when  the  latter  had 
charging  problems.  Both  boats  temporarily 
dropped  out  at  San  Juanico  and  rafted  up  so 
Telemark  could  'borrow'  enough  juice  to 
charge  her  batteries. 


As  John  Hurd  of  'Second  Wind'  found  out,  even 
the  wildlife  is  friendly  at  Cabo  San  Lucas. 


The  most  expensive  breakdown  befell  one 
of  the  fleet’s  more  experienced  sailors,  Hall 
Palmer,  proving  that  'shit  happens'  to 
everyone  sooner  or  later.  He  decided  to  run 
his  engine  to  charge  the  batteries  while  he 
and  most  of  the  crew  went  ashore  to  explore 
the  beach.  When  he  returned  to  the  boat,  the 
crewman  left  on  board  reported  that  the 
motor  had  quit  after  giving  off  some 
terrifying  screeches  and  groans.  Cham¬ 
pagne’s  power  plant  was  toast.  It  turned  out 
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that  the  engine’s  oil  filter  hadn’t  been 
screwed  in  properly,  causing  a  major  loss  of 
the  essential  fluid. 

With  memories  of  several  head-first  beach 
landings  at  Turtle  Bay,  the  Poobah  sug¬ 
gested  crews  catch  rides  ashore  with  the 
local  panga  drivers.  The  footprints  of  Ha- 
Ha’ ers  were  the  first  to  be  made  in  the 
powdery  sand  for  many  moons.  While  some 
folks  picnicked,  others  took  long  walks  or 
jogged.  The  younger  kids  played  at  the 
water’s  edge  and  collected  a  treasury  of  sand 
dollars. 

On  the  way  to  the  beach  you  couldn’t 
help  notice  the  conspicuous  carcass  of  a 
giant  wahoo  suspended  from  the  deck  of  the 
Swan  46  Obsession.  Crewman  Jim  Coggin 
had  landed  this  5’ 10"  monster  using  a 
dorado-colored  trolling  plug  and  50  lb.  test 
line.  Too  heavy  to  lift  by  hand  before 
filleting,  it  weighed  well  over  100  pounds. 
Just  about  everyone  who’d  put  a  line  in  the 

Rounding  the  point  of  Cabo  Falso  is  a  dramatic 
event.  Just  around  the  corner  lies  the  very  tip  of 
the  Baja  Peninsula,  Cabo  San  Lucas. 


water  had  been  hooking  fish  on  the  way 
south.  With  freezers  chock  full,  giveaways 
were  frequently  offered  on  the  VHF. 


Leg  Three 

Since  the  fleet  had  been  blessed  with 
exceptionally  strong  winds,  even  the 
stragglers  had  arrived  at  Santa  Maria  a  full 
day  ahead  of  schedule.  Thus  the  Poobah 
was  faced  with  making  an  'executive' 
decision:  to  start  the  final  leg  a  day  early  or 
stick  to  the  original  schedule.  After  polling 
the  fleet,  it  was  decided  not  only  to  bump  up 
the  final  start  by  a  day.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Paul  Rathaus  of  Pressure  Drop,  it  was 
decided  that  anyone  who  wanted  would  be 
allowed  to  begin  racing  at  0600  rather  than 
1000,  giving  them  a  greater  chance  of 
arriving  at  Cabo  during  daylight. 

Since  prevailing  winds  are  often  light  and 
flukey  this  far  south,  veteran  Baja  cruisers 
were  ecstatic  to  find  18  to  25  knots  of  breeze 
on  the  final  run  to  the  Cape.  This  being  the 
shortest  leg  (180  miles),  many  boats  had  the 
finish  line  off  Cabo  Falso  within  spitting 

_ _ _ t—i — - - 


It's  not  legal  for  Baja  fishermen  to  sell  lobster  to 
gringos.  So  naturally  they  didn't  try  to.  And  of 
course  none  of  the  Ha-Ha'ers  bought  any.  Ha-Ha. 


distance  after  24  hours. 

The  final  night  was  magic.  With  the  moon 
reduced  to  a  tiny  sliver,  y.cthe  heavens  were 
ablaze  with  a  zillion  pinpoints  of  light.  Since 
they  now  had  nearly  600  sea  miles  behind 
them,  most  crews  —  but  not  all  — -  had  lost 
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One  of  the  prettiest  smiles  in  the  fleet  belonged 
to  Allison  White.  She  decided  to  join  her  hubby 
aboard  'Champagne'  just  hours  before  the  start. 


the  anxieties  they  harbored  a  few  days 
earlier  and  were  grateful  for  the  chance  to 
bulldoze  through  five  to  six-foot  following 
seas,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  their  backs.  The 
custom-built,  45-ft  Capricorn  Cat  would  later 
report  clocking  17  knots  while  blasting  down 
the  face  of  a  roller  under  spinnaker  —  "A  bit 
too  fast!"  recalled  skipper  Blair  Grinds. 

At  the  tip  of  the  Baja  Peninsula  lies  a 
series  of  jagged  pinnacles  known  as  the 
Friars,  which  form  the  visual  signature  of 
Cabo  San  Lucas.  Arriving  here  by  sea  is  a 
truly  inspiring  sight.  Powerful  waves  crash 


With  some  people  it's  always  business.  Jeff 
Sleight  of  the  Portland  West  Marine^negotiates  a 
wholesale  rate  for  a  round  ofjello  tequila  shots. 


against  the  deeply  eroded  cliffs,  sending 
foamy  spray  50  feet  in  the  air.  Nearby,  the 
shimmering  sand  of  Lover’ s  Beach  —  nestled, 
between  two  rock  promontories  —  is  serene- 
and  alluring.  With  85°  water,  miles  of  broad, 
sandy  beaches  and  relatively  'Americanized' 
infrastructure,  it’s  no  wonder  thousands  of 
tourists  flock  to  the  Cape  each  year. 

Although  the  offshore  fishery  is  still 
burgeoning,  Cabo  is  no  longer  the  sleepy 
fishing  village  it  once  was.  Today  much  of 
the  town  is  glitzy  and  commercial.  Recently, 
chain  party  palaces  like  Planet  Hollywood 
and  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  have  added  to  the 
mix  of  notorious,  long-established  party  bars 
like  Carlos  &  Charlie’s,  the  Giggling  Marlin 
and  Squid  Roe  —  where  free  tequila  is  the 
fuel  of  frivolity.  "It’s  not  the  real  Mexico", 
some  say,  but  there’s  no  denying  this  is  one 
f-u-n  town.  The  Ha-Ha  navy  was  quick  to 
catch  on. 

Despite  fears  that  there  would  be  few 
berths  available  at  the  Cabo  Isle  Marina  — 
the  Ha-Ha’s  host  and  major  sponsor  —  the 
staff  managed  to  shoe-horn  in  just  about 
every  boat  that  wanted  access.  Thanks  to  the 
influence  of  marina  manager  Enrique 
Fernandez  del  Castillo,  the  harbormaster 
also  bent  the  rules  and  let  Ha-Ha  boats 
anchor  in  the  inner  harbor  —  for  free. 
Anchor-outs  were  even  invited  to  use  the 
marina  facilities,  such  as  the  showers, 
laundry  and  pool. 

As  in  years  past,  the  Broken  Surfboard 
Taqueria  served  as  the  Ha-Ha  clubhouse 
and  watering  hole  numero  uno.  Owners 
Lucina  and  Phil  offered  two-for-one  drinks 
day  and  night.  In  the  tradition  of  years  past, 
the  Surfboard  staff  hosted  an  afternoon 
beach  party  adjacent  to  the  outer  anchorage. 
Again,  the  simple  marketing  concept  of  two- 
for-one  seemed  to  make  sense  to  everyone. 
With  the  race  winners  still  unannounced, 
cases  of  beer  were  awarded  to  the  least- 
dressed  men  and  women.  Frisbees  flew  and 
volleyballs  were  slammed  until  sunset. 

This  was  all  well  and  good.  But  if  the  Ha- 
Ha  was  a  race  —  or  even  a  race/rally  —  who 
won?  For  the  answer  to  that,  participants 
had  to  show  up  at  the  final  event,  a  grand 
party  hosted  by  the  Cabo  Isle  Marina  and 
Corona  Beer.  At  twilight,  November  10, 
some  350  suntanned  sailors  trooped  into  the 
enormous  open-air  'theater',  which  is 
normally  open  to  the  public  for  dinner  and  a 
cultural  show  called  Amazing  Mexico.  While 
waiters  doled  out  free  beer,  the  skipper  of 
each  boat  was  called  up  to  the  stage  to 
receive  a  special  'wooden  fish'  trophy,  a  'Hot 
Rally'  T-shirt,  an  official  Ha-Ha  glow-in-the- 
dark  rigging  knife  and  other  goodies. 


Although  first,  second  and  third  place 
winners  were  recognized  in  each  of  a  dozen 
divisions  (see  results  box),  in  the  end 
everyone  in  attendance  was  a  winner.  The 
real  'prize'  was  arriving  safely  at  Cabo  with  a 
new  horde  of  friends.  The  only  losers,  you 
might  say,  were  those  who  were  still 
puttering  around  on  their  boats  in  some 
California  marina  muttering,  "Someday, 
someday.  .  ." 

A  few  boats  and/or  sailors  deserved 
special  recognition.  Roger  Chrisman  of  the 
Swan  46  Obsession  won  the  coveted  'big 
fish'  trophy  for  skippering  the  only  boat 
never  to  have  used  her  engine.  Dave  James 
of  No  Agenda  and  Jim  Coggin  of  Obsession 
both  won  prizes  for  landing  the  event’s 
monster  fish.  A  half  dozen  others  won  bottles 
of  Jose  Cuervo  for  such  distinctions  as 
acquiring  the  biggest  bruise  —  Darrell  Hill  of 
Probation  —  and  racing  the  most 
aggressively  with  kids  on  board  —  Jennie 
and  Bob  on  Gumboot.  Mom  and  dad  had 
flown  their  big  red  and  white  spinnaker  most 
days  and  nights  in  addition  to  attending  to 
their  kids  —  good  practice  for  their 
upcoming  trip  back  home  to  New  Zealand. 

Looking  rather  cruisey,  The  Swan  46  'Obsession' 
was  fitted  out  for  long-term  action.  She  made  the 
whole  trip  without  motoring. 
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"Baile  la  Bomba. . It's  not  every  night  you  can 
be  serenaded  by  a  troupe  of  roving  Mariachis. 
They  even  let  Donna  sing  along. 

Another  bottle  went  to  the  smallest  boat  to 
complete  the  race,  26-ft  Euphoria,  which, 
fittingly,  had  the  youngest  (adult)  crew: 
Justin  Leonardo,  22,  and  Dave  Valby,  19. 
We  heard  they  performed  a  buoyancy  t^st  at 
Turtle  Bay  one  evening,  packing  26  revelers 
on  board  their  little  boat! 

The  stage  was  soon  cleared  for  an 
exceptional  Mexican  folkloric  production 
that  included  a  full  Mariachi  'orchestra', 
complete  with  violins  and  a  horn  section, 
and  traditionally-costumed  dancers.  In 
addition  there  was  a  reenactment  of  an 
ancient  Aztec  religious  rite.  Young  'warriors' 
and  their  priest  climbed  a  50-foot  pole  and 
eventually  spiraled  to  the  ground,  suspended 
on  ropes  from  their  ankles. 


Future  Ha-Has 

We  expect  to  have  a  report  next  month 
from  Ed  Vergara  of  Marina  Palmira  on  the 
La  Paz  Ha-Ha  event  he  staged  November 
19.  Also,  Dick  Markie  of  the  Mazatlan  Marina 
invited  cruisers  to  Ha-Ha  on  over  to 
mainland  Mexico  for  a  special  Thanksgiving 
get-together.  In  fact,  representatives  from 
many  other  marinas  along  the  Mexican 
Coast  have  expressed  interest  in  promoting 
'cruiser  events'  of  one  sort  or  another. 

Next  year’s  Baja  Ha-Ha  IV  is  slated  to 
start  October  28,  with  several  notable 
improvements,  to'  be  announced  later.  "The 
idea  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  event, 
not  necessarily  the  quantity  of  entries,"  says 
the  Wanderer/Poobah. 

The  Ha-Ha  would  like  to  acknowledge  its 
16  co-sponsors  once  again,  whose  support 
was  greatly  appreciated:  Almar  Marinas, 
West  Marine  Products,  Barnett  Insurance, 
Bob  Rice’s  Weather  Window,  Inc.,  Corona 
Beer,  Data  Rescue  Services,  Diesel  Fuel 
Filtering/ Hogin  Sails,  Island  Girl  Products, 
Larsen  Sails,  Modern  Sailing  Academy,  UK 
Sailmakers,  The  Watermaker  Store, 
Waypoint  and  Yachtfinders/Windseakers. 

—  latitude/aef 


Kids  +  waves  =  instant  fun.  Some  kids  quickly 
became  fast  friends.  By  the  time  they  got  to 
Turtle  Bay,  they'd  set  up  their  own  radio  net. 


Odds  and  Ends 

from  the  Reporter’s  Notebook: 

•  No  yacht  club  was  better  represented  — 
at  least  percentage-wise  —  than  the  Sierra 
Point  YC.  Roughly  8%  of  the  membership 
was  entered  in  the  Ha-Ha:  A  Vita,  Neener3 
and  Spirit  —  which  was  delayed  in  starting 
due  to  being  t-boned  in  Santa  Cruz  en  route. 

•  Seven  members  of  the  Stockton  Sailing 
Club  participated  in  the  Ha-Ha. 

•  More  than  a  dozen  former  students  and 
staffers  of  Club  Nautique  sailed  in  this  year’s 


Ha-Ha. 

•  Seventy-seven-year-old  Tracy  Johnson 
of  Winds  Aloft  was  the  oldest  crewmember. 

,  •  Ultima  was  the  only  boat  owned  solely 
by  a  woman,  the  hardy  Ms.  Betty  Russ.  She 
also  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
Cherokee  Indian  boat  owner  in  the  Ha-Ha. 

•  Kipper  was  boarded  by  the  San  Diego 
Coast  Guard  for  a  safety  inspection  —  while 
rushing  to  get  to  the  starting  line.  In  addition, 
they’d  had  a  similar  boarding  and  inspection 
just  a  few  days  earlier  at  Huntington  Beach. 

•  From  the  'small  world  department': 
Nancy  and  Peter  Bennett  of  the  Swan  46 
Destiny  first  met  Paul  and  Theresa  Rothaus 
at  a  swap  meet  while  Bennetts  were  trying  to 
sell  an  emergency  rudder  from  their  old  boat. 
The  Rothauses  thought  it  might  work  on  their 
C&C  38  Pressure  Drop.  In  fact,  it  turned  out 
to  be  a  perfect  fit,  since  the  Bennetts  had 
previously  owned  Pressure  Drop,  then 
named  Destiny  (I).  Both  couples  sailed  in  the 
Ha-Ha  and  are  eventually  headed  to  the 
Caribbean. 

•  Priority  gets  a  special  mention  because 
they  sailed  all  the  way  from  Alaska  —  and 
also  because  they  were  inadvertently  left 
them  out  of  the  Ha-Ha  program. 

•  Sunpiper  was  the  only  Canadian  boat. 

•  The  combined  age  of  the  Euphoria  crew 

continued  on  page  112 
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Clockwise  from  upper  left:  John  'Bobcat  Freeman  takin'care  of  business;  Doctor  Marty 
with  daughter  Emily  Rose;  Darrell  Hill's  'winning1  bruise;  Cruiser  Kid  Class  of  '96  with 
the  'Grand  Pooh  Bear';  Don  Strong  in  heat;  boat  to  beach  panga  service;  Doug  Hughes 
tokin'a  Havana  at  the  Broken  Surfboard;  Dave  James,  king  of  the  fishermen  with  150-lb 
marlin;  Kiwi  Jennie  with  her  smiley  son  Malcolm;  Dave  Valby  turns  19;  Senor  Rick  in 
party  mode;  Spunky  Sara  with  Squid  Roe-itis;  Al  Sorkin  charming  the  kids. 


Baja  Ha-Ha  III  Finishers 

Leg  Place 

Yacht. _ _ Omer/Hailing  Port - - - - 1 12  /  3 . Overall 

A -CHILE  RELLENO  DIVISION 

Fresh  Aire  II,  Pac.  Seacratt  27.  ..  Frank  'Claus'  Grote,  Los  Alamitos,  CA . 1/2  /  3 . 1 

Nordic  Lady,  Nordic  27  mtrslr . Steven  Child,  Dana  Point . 2  /  4  /  4 . 4 

Take  It  Easy,  Dufour  27 . .  Ted  Gimble  &  Ginger  Thacker,  Sausalito...  3/1/2 . 1 

EwhQci&yj>m&-Z§^  iMri/wur.  ■  Justin  Leonardo  A  Dave  Valbv.  Monterey  .4/3/1 . 3 

B  -  BURRITO  DIVISION 

Cherish,  Catalina  30 . Larry  &  Janet  Barthotomae,  Long  Beach  ...2/2/3 . 3 

Talisman,  Ericson  30+ . Rich  &  Joanne  McCracken,  Berkeley . 1  /  4  /  2 . 2 

Westwind,  Ranger  33 . Cory  Lermo  &  T.  McNulty,  Santa  Cniz . 3/1/1 . 1 

Priority,  Beneteau  351 . Jim  &  Gail  Wilkins,  Seward,  AL., . .  4  /  3  /  4 . 4 

Telemark,  Ericson  35 . Walter  Neef,  Richmond . . 5/5/5 . 5 

» Woonrakcr.  Catalina  3Q . Bot?,6ai.l«...QaWand,  i  m  -a  •va.-j.-a.uju  mii-.v  . late  starter . N/A 

C  •  TOSTADA  DIVISION 

Featherbed,  Caribea  30 . Peter  Eady,  T.  &  T.  Kloeckl,  Redwood  City.  5/2/1 . 2 

Molly  McGuire,  Union  32 . Earl  Whitner  &  Shirley  Vann,  Oakland  ......  4  /  3  /  4 . 4 

Alegria,  Camper/Nich  35 . Phil  Ahlstrand,  Oakland . . . 3  /  5  /  5 . 5 

Lord  and  Lady,  Is.  Packet  35 . Jim  &  Renee  McGovern,  San  Diego . 6  /  8  /  6 . 6 

Ariadne,  Union  Polaris  36 . Jim  &  JoAnn  Mathews,  San  Diego . 8  /  7  /  8 . 8 

First  Light,  Pearson  365 . Dusty  Austen  &  Pete  Nofi,  San  Francisco..  2/4  /  3 . 3 

Shamaness,  Chung  Hwa  36 . Dennis  &  Kristin  Clifton,  San  Francisco . 1  / 1  /  2 . 1 

Sobak  Krov,  Clieoy  Lee  36 . Richard  Soja,  Sun  City,  FL . 7/6/7 . 6 


D-FRIJOLE  DIVISION 

Ultima,  Catalina  36 . Betty  Russ  &  Ron  McCoy,  Long  Beach . 3/2/3 . 3 

Aria,  Grand  Soliel  37..... . Dan  Carrico, Tiburon . . . 1/5/2 . 2 

Gumboot,  Choate  37 . The  Crum  family.  New  Zealand . 2/1/1 . 1 

Pressure  Drop,  C&C  38 . The  Rothaus  family,  Alameda . 5/6/5 . 6 

Sunshine  Rose,  Ben.  38s5 . The  Prah  family,  Visalia,  CA . 4/4/6 . 5 

Altaira,  F/W  Mariner  39 . Brad  &  Louise  Mason,  San  Francisco . 6/3/4 . 4 

Ut//agy,..gac.eayeut..38.„,,,.. . B,  Forsvthe.  &  J,  Thomson.  San  Francisco,  late  starter . N/A 

E-CARNEASADA  DIVISION 

A  Vita,  Raliki  37 . Bob  Russi  &  Judi  Daniel,  Brisbane . 5/2/2 . 2 

Esprit  II,  Crealock  37 . Ric  Cuthbertson,  Long  Beach . 2/6/3 . 3 

Passion,  Tayana  37 . Jerry  &  Audrey  Foster,  Stockton . 6  /  3  /  5 . 6 

Emerald  Star,  Cabo  Rico  38 . Dick  &  Saucy  Adams,  San  Diego . 3/4/6 . 4 

Irish  Melody,  C&C  Landfall  38 ....  Linda  &  Dave  Allen,  Santa  Rosa . 4/5/4 . 4 

Plan  B,  Island  Packet  38 . Chris  Figge  &  D.  Lewis,  San  Francisco . 7/9/9 . 9 

Probacion,  Nauticat  38 . Darrel  Hill  &  Bill  Jordon,  Cardiff,  CA . 8/7/7 . 7 

Sept  Song,  Irwin  38,  Mark  II . Pat  &  Ted  Stuart,  Pt  Richmond . 1/1/1 . 1 

Taurus  Trio,  Fiskar  38  m/slr . Don  Strong.  Bonanza.  OR . 9/8/8 . 8 

F-GUACAMOLE  DIVISION 

Amazing  Grace,  Valiant  40 . Frank  Schwarb  &  Al  Parker,  Sausalito . 2/6/5 . 5 

Audrey  Lane,  Valiant  40.. . Art  &  Nancy  White,  Alameda . 5/2/1 . 2 

Espire,  custom  40  cutter . Rick  Drain,  Redwood  City . 3/4/4 . 4 

Rumba ,  Hunter  40.5. . Gary  Land,  Ballena  Bay . 1/1/2 . 1 

Sunpiper,  Hughes  40 . Ed  Heads  &  G.  Cardalt,  Abbotsford,  BC . 6/5/6 . 6 

Venturous,  Valiant  40 . . . Rich  &  Kathy  Morten,  Portland,  OR . 4/3/3 . 3 
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G- ENCHILADA  DIVISION 

Cadre,  Island  41  Freeport . .  Bob  4  Jean  Crismon,  Berkeley......... . 8  /  6  /  5 . 5 

Eagle’s  Pride,  41-ft  ferro . The  Lambert  family,  L.A . i . 5  /  5  /  9 . : . 5 

Far Niente,  Yorktown 41 . C.A. Turner,  Huntington  Beach . 9/9/7 . 8 

Lady  Di,  Lord  Nelson  41 . The  Coleman  family,  Port  Ludlow,  WA . 1/4/3 . 3 

Laughing  Buddha  Hans  Chr.  41  Jim  &  Nancy  Hegland,  Fort  Walton  Bch,  FL  4  / 1  /  2 . 1 

Sirena,  Morgan  4 1  ketch . Doug  S  Rosa  Reynolds,  Point  Richmond ...  3  /  3  / 1 . 1 

StoneSoup,  Freeport41 . John  4  Patty  Bartley,  Mill  Valley . . . 71718.. . 7 

Vagarl,  Morgan  41 . . . John  4  Monica  McMahon,  Long  Beach . 2121 4..... . 4 

Winds  Aloft  Morgan  O.l.  41 . Larry  4  Peggy  Hood,  Astoria,  OR . 6/8/6 . 8 

H-CHALUPA  DIVISION 

Annybelle,  Catalina  42 . Barry  Lennox,  San  Francisco . 5/3/4 . 4 

Champagne,  Ben.  First  42 . Hall  4  Wendy  Palmer,  San  Francisco . 1/1/1 . 1 

Chances  Are  Catalina  42 . Craig  4  Barbara  Ashley,  Richmond..... . 6  /  6  /  5 . 6 

'fir Nib’s,  Hunter  42.5 . . Merle  4  Narah  Zarow,  Marina  del  Rey . 7/7/ 7 . 7 

Neeneri,  Catalina  42 . . . Pete  4  Jean  Ryan,  Brisbane . . . 2  /  2 12 . 2 

Renegade,  Golden  Wave  42 .......  Larry  Bawden,  Sacramento . . . . . 3/4/3 . 3 

Chrysalis,  Freedom  42 . James  Pennington,  Franktown,  CO . 4  /  5  /  6 . 5 

‘  Someday.  Gulfstar  41 . Bill  4  Tonv  No.kes,  CHelco  Cove,.  OR,.,. . late  starter . N/A 

I -JALEPENO  DIVISION 

No  Agenda,  Tayana  42 . .  Tom  4  Jan  James,  Oceanside...... . 4  /  7  /  6... . .  6 

Slow  Dancin,  Freya  42 . . K.  King  4  Doug  Hughes,  Anacortes,  WA....  1  /  2  /  4 . 2 

Sweet  Dreams,  Brewer  42 . ,,.  Tom  4  Diana  Sweet,  Phoenix,  A Z . . . 7181 7 . .7 

Freya,  Taswell  43  cutter. . .'...  Robert  4  Barb  Unanski,  San  Francisco . 3/4/1 . . . 3 

Ma  Lu,  Endeavour  43...., . Dick  Jewell  4  Roger  Ball,  San  Jose . .  6  /  5  /  5 . 5 


Second  Wind,  C&C  Landfall  43 ..  Rick  Muething,  San  Francisco . . . 21 1  /  2 . . . 1 

Freedom,  Cheoy  Lee  44 . Bob  Taylor,  Estacada,  OR . 4/3/3 . 4 

•  Spirit,  Pearson  424  ketch . Steve  4  Marsha  Sears,  San  Francisco . late  starter . N/A 

•Day  By  Pay, Spindrift .43,,/. . .  Bart  4_Qg&y  Day,  Lo.no  Beach . . .  late  starter . N/A 

J- MARGARITA  DIVISION 

Julia  Max,  Passport  45  ketch . Robert  4  Julia  Fairchild,  Anacortes,  WA....  3  /  3  /  3 . 3 

Destiny,  Swan  46 . Peter  4  Nancy  Bennett,  San  Francisco . 7/6 15 . 6 

Obsession,  Swan  46 . . . Roger  Chrisman,  Sausalito . 1/2/1 . .  1 

Argonaut,  47-ft  Oly.  Adven . Jim  4  Marie  Tipton,  Point  Richmond . 6/7/  6 . 7 

Moonshadow,  Deerfoot  2-62 . George  Backhus,  Sausalito . 2/1/2 . 2 

Prophecy  III,  Puvieux  47, . Dr.  Richard  Spademan,  Emeryville . 5/5/7 . 5 

Anina.  Nordic  44 . The  Gallo  family.  Alartieda . ,,..4/4/4.... . 4 

K- SALSA  DIVISION 

Annapurna,  Hans  Christ.  48 . guddy  4  Ruth  Ellison,  Sausalito . .  1/1/1 . 1 

Kiva,  50-ft  Challenger  ketch . Jim  4  Barb  Nerison,  Laveen,  A Z . 2121 2 . 2 

I all  other  boats  in  this  division  dropped  out.  ,■  •} . .  . . S'J, 

M- DOS  TACOS  DIVISION 

Drum,  F-27  Tri . David  Miller,  Seattle . 1/1/1 . 1 

Joyous,  Corsair  36  cat . Jim  4  Carole  Bradfield,  Alameda . 4/2/3 . 3 

Kipper,  Searunner  37  tri . .  R  ob  Brothers,  Lake  Tahoe . . . 5/3/5 . 4 

Por  Que  No,  40-ft  tri  ketch . Ron  4  Ro  Char,  San  Francisco . 3  /  6  /  6 . 6 

Capricorn  Cat,  Custom  45  cat ....  Blair  4  Joan  Grinds,  Vallejo . 6  /  5  /  2 . .  4 

ft  Trimupk  F-9A  tri . Joe  Oliver.  San  Diego . . . . 21 A 1 4 . 2 

COMMITTEE  BOATS 

ProMotion,  SC  40 . West  Marine  Products . N/A . N/A 

Ghana,  Abeking-Rasmussen  60..  Latitude  38 . N/A . N/A 
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(Justin  Leonardo  and  Dave  Valby)  was  41. 
That  is,  after  Dave  celebrated  his  19th 
birthday  at  Turtle  Bay.  These  guys  actually 
earned  college  credit  for  participating  in  the 
Ha-Ha.  "We’ll  probably  learn  more  out  here 
than  we  would  in  a  classroom,"  quipped 
Justin. 

•  Most  sexist  quote  heard  over  VHF 
(around  midnight,  with  roily  seas):  "This  old 
motorsailer  is  like  an  Iowa  farm  girl:  you  love 
her  to  death  and  she’ll  work  real  hard  for 
you,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  night  she  just 
won’t  give  you  no  comfort."  —  wildman  Don 
Strong,  skipper  of  the  poky  Fiskar  38 
motorsailer  Taurus  Trio. 

•  Lobbying  for  sympathy  points,  the  crew 
of  the  Taswell  43  Frey  a  reported  a 
spectacular  spinnaker  blowout  which  caused 
the  boat  to  lurch  sd  much  that  a  gallon  of 
milk  toppled  into  the  deepest  crevasses  of 
the  flatware  locker.  Barbara  Unanski  had  to 
hang  upside  down  in  rolling  seas  to  swab  up 
the  mess. 

•  Several  boats  started  late,  but  showed 
up  in  time  for  the  awards  ceremony. 
Oregonians  Bill  and  Tony  Nokes  of  the 
Gulfstar  41  Someday  turned  up  at  the  Cabo 
beach  party.  The  Long  Beach-based 


Few  boat  shows  have  a  greater  variety  of 
inflatables  than  were  seen  at  our  Turtle  Bay 
dinghy  convention.  Some  even  had  wheels. 


Spindrift  43  Day  by  Day  was  delayed  in 
starting  and  couldn’t  quite  catch  the  fleet 
until  reaching  Cabo.  Deby  Day  and  her 
girlfriend  couldn’t  stand  the  idea  of  missing 
the  party,  however,  so  they  jumped  ship  at 
Mag  Bay  and  caught  rides  on  a  panga,  a 
truck  and  a  bus  to  reach  Cabo  just  hours 
before  the  final  fete.  Single-hander  Bob 
Bailes  of  the  Catalina  30  Moonraker  was 
also  at  the  party.  He’d  begrudgingly  agreed 
to  add  crew  when  he  learned  single-handing 
wasn’t  allowed,  but  later  changed  his  mind 
and  decided  to  sail  solo,  independent  of  the 
fleet.  Crews  from  two  other  late  starters,  the 
Endeavour  38  Trilogy  and  the  Pearson  424 
Spirit,  also  showed  up. 

•  Several  crews  were  apparently  mis¬ 
matched.  One  lady  jumped  ship  in  San 
Diego,  then  changed  boats  at  each 
successive  stopover.  One  fellow  didn’t  like 
being  bossed  around,  and  threatened  to 
head  home  at  Turtle  Bay  —  until  he  learned 
it  was  at  least  a  24-hour  bus  trip  just  to  reach 
Ensenada.  Another  bad  pairing  resulted  in 
both  parties  claiming  the  other  was  crazy! 
These  cases  notwithstanding,  however, 
97.675%  of  participating  crews  seemed  to 
get  along  splendidly. 


FOAM 

Mattresses  •  Cushions 
FR€€  CUTTING! 


•  Custom  foam  cut  to  any  size  or  shape  for 
your  bows,  berths,  bunks  and  cushions 

•  Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 
extra  firm  to  pillow  soft 

•  Expert  custom  sewing 

20  years  experience,  lifetime  warranty 

•  Quality  marine  fabrics 
marine  vinyls,  Sunbrella,  canvas 

★  10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  FID  ★ 

FR€€  ESTIMATES 


FOAM  CACATIONS 


Albany  •  Berkeley 
1120  Solano  Ave. 

(1  block  above  San  Pablo) 

(510)  526-7186 


Hburs: 

Mon.-Sat. 

10-6 

Sunday 

11-5 


Concord 

3482  Clayton  Rd. 
(510)  827-3640 


^Aql^Vrine^- 

FINE  REVERSE  OSMOSIS  EQUIPMENT 

Make  Crystal  Clear  Drinking  Water  From 
Any  of  the  Seven  Seas 
100  thru  100,000  GPD 


"BUILT  TOUGH  FOR  THE  TROPICS m 


Pre-assembled  64  lbs.  portable 
stainless  steel  desalination  unit. 
200  gpd  $3,095  -  400  gpd 
$3,895  -  600  gpd  $5,595  USD. 
Super  Austenitic  stainless  steel 
end  plugs,  316  stainless  steel 
high  pressure  pump,  hose,  panel, 
gauges  &  fittings.  110/230  volt 
AC.  or  12  volt  DC. 


SAVE  UP  TO  50%  on 

our  Modular  Do-it-Yourself 
Desalination  Kits.  100  gpd 
$1,295-400  gpd  $2,595- 
600  gpd  $3,395  - 1500  gpd 
$5,295  -  Custom  engineered 
to  your  needs.  Easy  plans 
&  instructions  /  supervision. 


Two  year  limited  warranty.  Prices  good  through  12/31/96. 
AquaMarine,  Inc.,  3091  Cayou  Quay  (P.O.  Box  55) 
Deer  Harbor,  Washington  98243-0055  USA 
(800)376-3091  (360)376-3091  Fax  (360)  376-3243 
"QUALITY  A  T  AFFORDABLE  PRICES" 
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“From  San  Francisco  Bay  to  exotic  Cabo 
San  Lucas  you'll  love  our  Family !” 
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Enjoy  the  ambiance  of  a  total  boating  community. 
BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA  on  Alameda  Island  of¬ 
fers  hassle-free  boating,  fun,  security  &  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  you  have  chosen  the  very  best. 

YOUR  FIRST  MONTH 

•  Easy  access  to  the  Bay  is  FREE! 

•  24-hour  fuel  dock 

•  Chandlery — Restaurant — Deli — Liquor — Tennis  Courts 
•  Special  Gold  Card  Discounts  &  guest  slip  specials 
•  New  and  used  boat  sales — Waterfront  office  space  available 

Become  part  of  the  Almar  family  of  marinas  and  enjoy  free  guest  privileges 
at  all  five  of  our  beautiful  marinas  up  and  down  the  coast. 

BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA  1150  Ballena  Bl.  Ste.  Ill  ‘Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  523-5528  •  1-800-675-SLIP  •  FAX  (510)  865-2257  •  Monitor  Ch.  16 


ALMAR  MARINAS*.  ♦The  West’s  Finest 
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Symbolic  of  most  New  Year's  resolutions ,  the  poster-painted  ones  on  Jack's  Back1 


In  a  continuing  trend,  1996  saw  sailing  records  falling  like  Russian  Mars  probes.  In  JANUARY,  however,  the  main  record  we  noted 
was  a  December  storm  that  wreaked  havoc  in  the  Bay  Area,  with  winds  of  over  100  mph  reported  at  some  stations.  Nationally,  storms 
such  as  Hurricanes  Erin,  Marilyn  and  Opal  made  1995  the  costliest  in  history  with  $45  million  in  damage  to  recreational  boats.  From  the 
"boldly  going  where  no  yacht  has  gone  before"  file,  Tom  and  Nancy  Spaulding* s  M’Lady  was  the  first  sailboat  ever  to  venture  up  Panama’s 
Rio  Tuica  River  to  Yaviza,  the  southern  terminus  of  the  Pan  American  Highway.  Then  it  was  over  to  Europe  for  a  cruise  through  the 
French  Canals,  the  only  place  in  the  world  where  yachts  can  pass  over  bridges  instead  of  under  them.  Several  rescues  were  in  the  news, 
the  most  entertaining  of  which  was  Randy  West’s  'rescue'  of  his  big  charter  cat  Shadowfax.  After  fixing  it  on  the  St.  Maarten  beach  where 
Hurricane  Marilyn  had  deposited  it,  he  lubricated  a  bunch  of  locals  with  beer  and  they  pushed  it  back  into  the  water.  In  FEBRUARY,  we 
felt  a  lot  like  Rodney  Dangerfield.  After  specifically  advising  Mexico  cruisers  not  to  head  up  to  La  Paz  so  late  in  the  year,  many  did  anyway 
and  had  the  times  of  their  lives.  Better  to  listen  to  Jim  and  Sue  Corenman,  who  began  a  four-part  series  on  cruising  the  South  Seas,  where, 
says  Jim,  "Even  if  your  GPS  says  you  are  spot  on,  regard  the  island  as  slightly  lost."  Coming  foe  other  way  was  South  Pacific  'ambassador' 
Peter  Sutter  who  we  welcomed  home  to  Sausalito,  only  to  bid  him  a  final  good-bye  in  September. 
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r ere  gone  with  the  wind  after  a  few  sails. 


THE  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 


CD 


The  bare  essentials:  Baron  and 
Rhonda  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez. 


...» 


Maxwell's  Demon'  on  the  beach  at  Coff's  Harbor,  Australia  Sadlv  thTZT- — 
footer  was  a  total  loss.  usrrana.  badly,  the  Alviso-bun 


built  46 


In  MARCH,  it  was  TGIW,  as  Wednesday  is  the  day  both  the  Sunshine  Boys  (aka  The  Old  Farts')  and  the  §ea  Gals  go  sailing.  The 
former  organization  is  composed  of  senior  sailors  of  the  male  persuasion,  while  the  Sea  Gals  is  for  women  only.  Hey,  it  works  for  us. 
Farther  afield,  we  headed  across  the  Atlantic  to  explore  Greece  on  a  whim  and  across  the  Pacific  to  a  cruising  destination  we  could  never 
have  imagined  25  years  ago  —  Viet  Nam.  And  talk  about  signs  of  the  times:  when  the  Sausalito  YC  fired  three  guns  off  their  deck  to 
cancel  a  too-windy  midwinters,  the  local  police  cordoned  off  fire  area  thinking  they’d  heard  a  drive-by  shooting!  The  first  two  things  many 
readers  noticed  about  our  APRIL  issue  were  its  cover  and  its  bulk.  The  former  marked  our  first  foray  into  the  wonders  of  full-color  covers 
and  the  latter  was  due  to  the  240  pages  between  those  covers,  our  largest  issue  ever.  Well,  we  have  been  working  out  and  eating  lots  of 
red  meat.  Speaking  of  large,  we  ran  a  feature  on  how  Stone  Boat  Yard  transformed  the  213-ft  three-master  Adix  into  the  world’s  largest 
'prairie  schooner'  to  protect  her  from  the  elements  while  they  completed  one  of  the  world’s  largest  redecking  jobs.  Elsewhere,  Max  Ebb 
pointed  out  how  not  only  loose  lips,  but  loose  bowels,  sink  ships.  And  finally,  it  wasn’t  the  'ides',  but  the  'eyes  of  March'  in  a  story  about 
cruiser  Susan  Lindsay  of  the  yacht  Peach  whose  sought-after  specialty  is  painting  eyes  below  the  waterlines  of  boats  —  the  better  to  'see' 
reefs  and  other  potential  dangers,  don’t  you  know.  . . 
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LATITUDE/ANDY 


1996 


A  rash  of 

Larson  playing  with  an  Aussie  18.  6 


Texas  chainsaw  yacht  race. 


It  took  a  man  on  the  flyinjtrapeze  to  unstick  this 


In  MAY,  Morro  Bay  fisherman  Jim  Blaes  'repelled  boarders'  from  the  Coast  Guard  and  the  controversy  over  whether  such  boardings 
should  continue  swirls  on.  Not  swirling  on  any  longer  is  Peter  Hogg’s  40-ft  trimaran  Aotea,  which  capsized  during  the  1995  Doublehanded 
Farallones  Race  and  was  recovered  (minus  the  rig  and  one  ama)  by  a  fisherman  in  the  lagoon  of  Nomwin  Island  in  the  South  Pacific,  13 
months  and  4,900  miles  from  where  it  flipped.  Elsewhere,  we  celebrated  the  old  days  with  a  short  history  of  the  100  years  of  the  P1CYA, 
and  the  new  days  with  interviews  with  luminaries  Russell  Courts  and  Dawn  Riley.  Another  luminary,  Paul  Cayard,  announced  the 
formation  of  the  St.  Francis  YC-based  AmericaOrte  campaign  to  bring  the  America’s  Cup  to  the  Bay  in  2000.  JUNE  started  off  big  and 
brassy  with  coverage  of  the  most  memorable  Antigua  Sailing  Classic  Regattas  ever.  Also  making  memories  —  and  records  —  was  Steve 
Fossett’s  60-ft  trimaran  Lakota,  which  set  yet  another  record  in  June  by  sailing  to  Yokohama  faster  than  any  boat  in  history.  We  took  a 
look  at  a  plethora  of  new  boats  to  hit  the  Bay,  including  the  21Y2-ft  mini-TransAt  boat  72.  It  sports  the  rig  and  rating  of  a  30-footer,  and 
the  controllability  of  a  wounded  water  buffalo.  Queen  of  the  issue  was  Terry  Klaus’  lovely  schooner  Brigadoon,  while  the  top  cruising  event 
was  the  "best  ever"  Baja  Sail  Week.  Finally,  coverage  of  Lake  Tahoe’s  Ski/Sail  Nationals  —  in  which  competitors  must  excel  in  both  sports 
to  win  —  brought  that  burning  question  once  more  to  the  fore:  Don’t  any  of  these  people  have  jobs ? 
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The  big  surprise  of  JULY  was  the  announcement  of  a  second  Bay  Area  America’s  Cup  campaign,  this  one  headed  by  Dawn  Riley  out 
of  the  San  Francisco  YC.  Russell  Coutts  was  back  in  the  news  in  a  big  way,  too:  By  winning  three  of  five  races  in  the  Brut  Cup,  he  took 
home  a  cool  $250,000  —  the  largest  purse  ever  offered  in  sailing.  Then  there  was  the  news  that  superbabe  Elle  McPherson  had  been 
named  die  CEO  for  the  Swedish  all-women’s  entry  in  the  next  Whitbread.  Of  course,  all  that  glitz  and  glamour  paled  in  comparison  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  Silver  Sea  Gods  on  Aijan  Bok’s  Ericson  27  Bad  Dog,  who  completed  five  different  beer  can  races  on  five 
consecutive  weeknights.  We’re  not  worthy!  Birthday  girl  for  July  —  and  the  year  —  was  the  Kent  family’s  grand  old  cutter  Felicity,  which 
turned  100  in  1996.  From  Antarctica,  John  Neal  reported  that  icebergs  sometimes  sail  to  windward,  and  you  can  watch  sunrises  and 
sunsets  at  the  same  time.  Racing  far  and  near  was  the  theme  of  AUGUST.  The  Singlehanded  TransPac,  Pacific  Cup,  Vic-Maui  all  saw 
those  aforementioned  new  records  set,  while  the  Encinal/Santa  Barbara  recorded  the  best  'hit  and  run'  we’ve  ever  heard:  Stephanie  Wilson 
of  Mostly  Harmless  got  decked  by  the  fluke  of  a  diving  whale!  Big  news  from  Savannah  was  that  the  Bay-based  Soling  team  of  Jeff 
Madrigali,  Jim  Barton  and  Kent  Massey  won  Olympic  Bronze.  Yay,  team!  Our  featured  guest  for  August  was  'Super  Dave'  Ullman  who,  at 
50,  has  peaked  —  again.  In  cruising  coverage,  it  was  'Havana  Daydreaming'  in  the  first  of  a  two-part  series  on  cruising  Cuba. 

mms:  ■ 
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Sailing  software  was  impressive  in  1996. 


Madmen  across  the  water:  ' Adelaide '  returned  to  the  Master  Mariner  wars  after  a 

several-year  hiatus. 


Hazard  to  navigation,  htapa. 
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■stud  skiing1  enjoyed  a  brief  resurgeance  in  '96. 

Faster,  boys! 


iiliiii 
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In  Cuba,  you  can  swim  with  dolphins. 


Swarm  of  boat-eating 


Deltaliybungus^iants  claims  another  victim. 


Maxis  like  Falcon  2000'  (left)  and  ' Sagamore '  put  the  ' big ' 


Wildlife  briefly  took  center  stage  in  SEPTEMBER  as  jellyfish  and  sea  lions  'bloomed'  in  unusual  numbers  up  and  down  the  coast,  and 
water  hyacinth  took  over  the  Delta  like  The  Blob  on  fertility  drugs.  Dan  and  Lisa  Nitake  had  a  wild  tale  to  tell  after  Lisa  fell  overboard  on 
a  dark  and  stormy  night  in  the  ocean  —  fortunately,  it  had  a  happy  ending.  Just  about  every  high  tech  boat  worth  its  carbon  fiber  showed 
up  for  Hawaii’s  Kenwood  Cup,  only  to  sail  in  light  breeze  the  whole  week,  while  back  home  a  reunion  was  held  for  crew  involved  in  one 
of  the  most  exciting  Hawaii  races  ever.  That  would  be  Merlin,  which  still  owns  the  8-day,  11-hour  TransPac  record  she  set  in  1977.  And 
how  about  this  plan  to  lash  together  a  bunch  of  barges  to  create  an  artificial  island  off  Cabo’s  Hacienda  Hotel?  Of  course,  it  will  feature  an 
authentic  Mexican  ambience:  bars,  swimming  pools,  mechanical  bulls  and  even  ramps  for  jet  skis.  In  OCTOBER,  all  modesty  aside,  we 
put  together  the  greatest  coverage  of  perhaps  the  greatest  Big  Boat  Series  of  all  time.  From  there,  things  got  'curiouser  and  curiouser’:  a  14- 
year-old  Japanese  boy  who  completed  a  solo  voyage  to  the  Bay,  a  beautiful  windsurfing  lass  who  was  rescued  by  the  crew  of  Zamazaan 
and  repaid  them  by  crewing  on  the  next  day’s  race  and  the  story  of  how  Mary  Swift,  with  a  little  help  from  her  many  friends,  recovered  her 
boat  less  than  a  week  after  it  was  stolen.  Finally,  20-year-old  Brian  Caldwell,  Jr.,  'tied  the  knot'  in  Hawaii,  officially  becoming  the  youngest 
sailor  ever  to  complete  a  singlehanded  circumnavigation. 


Page  118  •  UtUiJilg  •  December.  1996 


i 


THE  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 


:■  back  into  this  year's  Big  Boat  Series. 


To  sail  where  little  cable  cars 
climb  halfway  to  the  stars... 


In  NOVEMBER  —  well,  actually  the  28th  of  October  —  the  biggest  Baja  Ha  Ha  Cruiser’s  Rally  ever  took  off  from  San  Diego.  If  our 
man  on  the  spot  survived  it,  you  can  read  all  the  gory  details  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  You  can  also  read  about  dur  sail  aboard  Elizabeth 
Meyer’s  magnificent  J-Class  yacht  Endeavour  during  its  visit  here  on  the  Bay.  Also  in  November,  we  talked  with  worldly  cruisers  Serge  and 
Robin  Testa,  found  out  which  port  has  the  world’s  most  beautiful  women  {pack  your  longjohns,  it’s  in  Iceland)  and  welcomed  the  President 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean  back  to  the  Bay  Area  after  a  31 -year  absence.  We  talked  with  a  100-year-old  sailor  about  the  last  days  of  commercial 
sail,  covered  the  Mumra  36  Worlds  here  on  the  Bay  and  noted  that  the  mighty  90-ft  catamaran  ENZA  may  once  again  have  a  go  at  the 
Jules  Verne  around-the-world  nonstop  record,  this  time  as  Lady  Endeavour  with  an  all-woman  crew.  As  for  December,  there’s  not  much 
we  can  say  that  you  won’t  already  know  if  you  keep  turning  pages.  So  now  might  be  a  good  time  to  preview  some  up  and  coming  articles. 
In  the  next  year,  we’ll  be  looking  at  windvanes  vs.  autopilots,  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  boat  partnerships,  the  best  and  worst  dinghies, 
and,  next  month,  a  reprint  of  the  highly  entertaining  log  kept  by  ’96  Singlehanded  TransPac  competitor  Mike  Jefferson.  In  the  meantime, 
on  behalf  of  the  whole  staff,  we  once  again  thank  our  readers,  advertisers  and  contributors  for  allowing  us  to  slide  by  one  more  year 
without  having  to  get  real  jobs.  Happy  holidays,  and  have  a  super  1997. 
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In  1934,  bigger  was  better.  Despite  a 
depression  full  swing,  those  who  could  afford 
it  revelled  in  the  technology  of  the  day.  Air 
travel  was  taken  on  huge  dirigibles  or  giant 
flying  boats;  sea  travel,  aboard  such  levia¬ 
thans  as  the  Normandie,  the  world’s  newest, 
largest  and  fastest  ocean  liner.  Offerings 
from  Packard  and  Duesenberg  were  among 
the  biggest,  fastest  and  most  luxurious  Amer¬ 
ican  cars  on  the  road.  And  in  sailing,  the 
America’s  Cup  was  contended  in  J-Class 
yachts,  the  largest  levelly-raced  sloops  ever 
built,  before  or  since. 

The  J’s  first  raced  in  1930,  when  the 
American  Enterprise  beat  Britain’s  Sham¬ 
rock  V.  By  1934,  wood  construction  had 
given  way  to  steel.  And  for  the  first  time  in 
Cup  history,  the  challenging  British  yacht 
Endeavour  led  right  out  of  the  blocks,  win¬ 
ning  the  first  two  bouts  of  the  seven-race 
series.  She  was  not  only  faster,  she  was 
seriously  faster  than  Rainbow,  and  everyone 
knew  it.  Had  syndicate  head  Sir  Thomas 
Sopwith  not  fired  most  of  his  professional 
crew  before  Endeavour  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
the  long  hold  on  the  America’s  Cup  might 
well  have  ended  off  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
on  a  blustery  September  day  in  1934.  As  it 
was,  the  superior  crew  work  and  tactics 
aboard  Harold  Vanderbilt’s  Rainbow  made 
the  difference,  and  in  the  end  the  slower 
American  boat  won  the  series. 

The  J’s  raced  only  one  more  time,  in 
1937,  when  Ranger  successfully  defended 
against  Sopwith’s  Endeavour  II.  All  in  all, 
only  10  J-class  yachts  were  ever  built.  Three, 


Sailing  at  10  knots  to  weather  with  no  foulies 
and  staying  dry  ?  We  could  get  used  to  this. 


all  British,  survive:  Shamrock  V,  which 
belongs  to  the  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Inter¬ 
national  School  of  Yacht  Restoration,  Vel- 
sheda,  the  only  J  not  built  for  Cup  racing 
(she’s  now  undergoing  an  extensive  restora¬ 
tion  in  Southampton),  and  Endeavour. 

Endeavour  came  very  close  to  ending  her 
days  on  a  Solent  mudflat.  Then  fortune 
found  a  savior  in  the  person  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  sailor  Elizabeth  Meyer.-  She  acquired 
the  boat  in  1984,  patched  her  up  enough  to 
make  it  to  the  Royal  Huisman  Shipyard,  and 
spent  $10  million  over  the  next  five  years 
restoring  the  yacht  to  better  than  new  condi¬ 
tion.  Since  her  rebirth  in  1989,  Endeavour 
has  traveled  nearly  100,000  miles  and  prob¬ 


ably  thrilled  thrice  that  many  people.  She’s 
cruised  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  East 
Coast  and  Caribbean,  Europe  and  the  Med, 
and,  this  last  summer,  she  became  the  first  J 
ever  to  visit  the  West  Coast.  She  traveled  as 
far  north  as  Alaska,  and  on  her  way  home  to 
Newport,  spent  three  weeks  in  the  Bay  Area 
this  October. 

That’s  when  we  got  the  treat  of  a  lifetime 
—  a  sail  aboard  a  J-Boat. 

o 

ne  could  hardly  have  asked  for  a 
better  day  thanPctober  26.  Though  blustery 
winds  to  30  knots  were  predicted,  the 
breezes  topped  out  at  about  15.  Skies  were 


THE  LEGEND  LIVES  ON 


Above,  the  view  from  Park  Avenue.  Inset, 
nautical  motif  in  the  main  saloon. 


Indian  Summer  sunny  and  shirt  sleeves  were 
the  order  of  the  day.  We  caught  up  with 
Endeavour  at  her  South  Beach  Harbor  side 
tie  —  one  of  the  few  marinas  in  the  Bay  able 
to  handle  the  130-ft  boat’s  16-foot  draft. 

No  shoes  are  allowed  aboard  —  at  least 
until  their  bottoms  are  cleaned  in  a  bucket  by 
one  of  the  crew.  We  opted  for  bare  feet,  the 
better  to  bond  with  the  acre  or  so  of  winch- 
studded  teak.  We’re  happy  to  note  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  our  usual  performance,  we  didn’t 
stub  anything  or  spill  a  drop  of  blood  any¬ 
where  the  whole  day. 


wner  Elizabeth  Meyer  is  trim,  tanned 
and  several  decades  younger  than  it  seems 
she  should  be.  She  has  an  easy  smile  and 
eyes  the  color  of  polished  sapphire. 

She  welcomes  our  group  on  board,  then 
asks  if  there  are  any  among  us  who  cannot 
swim.  No  takers.  "This  boat  has  no  lifelines," 
she  says  by  way  of  explanation,  pointing 
toward  the  empty  space  above  that  lovely 
sheer.  "Please,"  she  smiles,  "don’t  fall  off." 

Endeavour  motors  effortlessly  and  sound¬ 
lessly.  We  hardly  expected  less,  but  literally 
the  only  time  you’re  vaguely  aware  there 
might  be  an  engine  aboard  somewhere  is 
when  you’re  below.  It’s  so  quiet  on  deck,  we 


kept  looking  up  to  make  sure  we  hadn’t 
spaced  out  during  the  raising  of  the  sails. 

As  you  might  imagine,  that’s  one  exercise 
that  is  hard  to  miss  on  a  J.  It  takes  about  five 

t4 

or  six  minutes  to  raise  the  main,  even  with 
electric  winches.  Of  course,  with  a  155-foot 
luff  and  a  sail  area  of  some  5,500  square 
feet,  five  or  six  minutes  isn’t  that  long.  The 
double  headsails  fly  up  by  comparison. 

Sopwith  and  Charlie  Nicholson,  the 
boat’s  designer,  came  up  with  a  revolution¬ 
ary  idea  when  they  were  developing  Endea¬ 
vour:  the  quadrilateral  jib.  This  headsail,  set 
on  the  outer  forestay,  had  four  'corners'  and 
two  clews.  It  proved  an  effective  way  to 
control  the  top  of  the  sail,  and  very  fast. 
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Endeavour  was  the  first  yacht  ever  to  fly  such 
a  sail.  But  the  secret  weapon  was  found  out, 
and  by  the  time  Endeavour  got  to  America, 
Rainbow  had  'quad's  of  her  own. 

Endeavour’s  wardrobe  still  includes  a 
quad,  though  we  didn’t  fly  it  that  day.  We 
also  didn’t  fool  with  the  11,000-square-foot 
spinnaker.  The  main  goal  for  the  owner  and 
crew  was  sail  testing,  which  they  accom¬ 
plished  with  cameramen  at  the  deck  and 
masthead  photographing  the  huge  main  in 
various  trim  modes.  The  rest  of  us  —  a 
dozen  in  all,  including  AmericaOne  kingpins 
Fritz  Jewett  and  Paul  Cayard,  Paul’s  wife 
Icka,  and  West  Marine’s  Randy  Repass,  Sally 
Christine  Rodgers  and  their  22-month-old 
son,  Kent  —  were  guests  along  for  the  ride. 

nee  we  were  able  to  stop  drooling  all 
over  everything,  it  wasn’t  hard  to  get  into  J- 


mode.  And  it  wasn’t  hard  imagining  our¬ 
selves  walking  the  decks  dressed  in  Jay 
Gatsby  white,  waving  jauntily  to  hoards  of 
squealing  ladies  aboard  passing  steamers. 

Pragmatically,  one  of  the  first  things  you 


notice  about  sailing  on  a  sloop  nearly  half  a 
football  field  long  is  that  the  Bay  suddenly 
seems  pretty  small.  In  10  to  15  knots  of 
breeze,  we  were  doing  10s  and  11s  to  wind¬ 
ward,  and  it  didn’t  take  long  at  all  to  go  from 
the  Embarcadero  up  to  Yellow  Bluff.  At  the 


'Endeavour'  is  breathtaking  from  any  angle.  Inset, 
Elizabeth  Meyer  at  the  wheel.  She  was  only  in 
her  mid-30s  when  she  started  the  restoration. 

same  time,  the  boat  rarely  dipped  her  lee¬ 
ward  rail  and  the  motion  was  Pullman-car 
steady.  Though  the  boat  was  designed  for 
similar  conditions  on  the  old  America’s  Cup 
venue  off  Newport,  the  crew  said  she  can 
handle  up  to  30  knots  with  equal  aplomb. 

Tacks  were  choreographed  affairs  that 
started  with  setting  each  of  two  running 
backs  on  the  leeward  rail  and  ended  with 
stowing  their  counterparts  after  the  turn  was 
completed.  With  a  full-race  complement  of 
35  aboard  in  her  heyday,  one  can  imagine 
this  was  an  anxious  and  hazardous  maneu¬ 
ver.  With  Meyer’s  10  agile  crew  and  electric 
winches,  it  is  a  downright  regal  experience. 

Those  big  Lewmar  electric  winches  are 
one  of  few  concessions  to  modernity.  Others 
include  a  modern  rig  and  a  bow  thruster.  But 


"You  have  to  try  Park 
Avenue, "  she  says.  We 
look  momentarily  around 
for  a  Monopoly  game. 
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there  is  no  autopilot,  for  example,  and  the 
jibs  hank  on  just  like  they  did  way  back 
when.  To  even  the  critical  eye,  Endeavour’s 
restoration  is  as  faithful  to  her  original  look 
as  possible,  down  to  'juice  squeezer'  deck 
prisms  that  help  light  the  four  staterooms  — 
two  with  queen  size  berths  —  and  large 
saloon  with  its  functional  marble  fireplace. 

Other  below-deck  features  include  heated 
towel  racks  in  the  baths,  and  quartersawn 
German  Locust  on  the  sole  —  which  comple¬ 
ments  the  cherry  panelled  walls  better  than 
would  mahogany  or  teak.  (The  crew  quarters 
forward  are  painted  a  more  utilitarian  white.) 
The  centerpiece  below  decks  hangs  in  a 
place  of  honor  in  the  saloon.  It  is  a  smallish, 
rough-painted  white  transom  with  Ranger 
emblazoned  across  it.  The  real  McCoy,  says 
Elizabeth,  on  loan  from  a  woman  whose 
father  helped  scrap  the  1937  America’s  Cup 
winner  for  the  war  effort. 


ALL  PHOTOS  LATITUDE/JR 
EXCEPT  AS  NOTED 

I3ack  topside,  we  took  a  trick  at  the 
wheel.  Whereupon  we  discovered  another 


And  so  he  does.  So  they  all  do.  And 
suddenly  we  understand.  A  few  days  earlier, 
we  were  doing  the  same  thing:  upon  spotting 
Endeavour,  we  changed  to  an  intersecting 
course  for  a  closer  look.  The  guy  on  the 
Catalina  turns  broadside  with  room  to  spare, 


1  ; 

160 

. 


We  pull  down  a  couple  spokes  and 
tons  of  J-Boat  noses  obediently  back  on  track. 
A  magic  carpet  has  to  steer  like  a  truck 
compared  to  this. . . 


unique  aspect  of  sailing  Endeavour:  it  looks 
like  every  boat  on  the  Bay  is  suddenly  on  a 
collision  course  with  us.  From  the  helm  — 
which  is  way  back  from  the  bow  —  this  per¬ 
ception  can  be  downright  spooky.  But 
Endeavour’s  Captain,  Lucien,  stood  at  our 
side,  unflappable.  "See  this  guy  here?"  he 
said,  nodding  at  a  Catalina  38  that  we  are 
absolutely  going  to  annihilate  in  about  30 
seconds.  "Don’t  worry  about  him.  He’s  just 
coming  to  look.  He’ll  move." 


It's  easy  to  see  the  guy  at  the  bottom.  It's  not  so 
easy  to  see  the  one  at  the  top  of  the  mast. 


smiles  hugely  and  waves.  "Beautiful!"  he 
bellows.  We  wave  back  jauntily.  Eat  your 
heart  out,  pal. 

We  turned  back  forward  to  discover  we’d 
drifted  off  course.  "Hey,  we’re  trying  to  test 
sails  here,"  Lucien’s  look  seems  to  say.  Red¬ 
faced,  we  pull  down  a  couple  spokes  and 
160  tons  of  J-Boat  noses  obediently  back  on 
track.  A  magic  carpet  has  to  steer  like  a  truck 
compared  to  this  thing. 

A  . 

find  then  there  is  downwind.  Soon 
after  the  huge  boom  goes  out,  Meyer’s  eyes 
twinkle  and  she  says,  "You  have  to  try  Park 
Avenue!"  We  look  momentarily  around  for  a 
Monopoly  game  before  we  realize  what  she 
means:  walk  the  boom. 

An  innovation  of  the  J-Class  were  their 
so-called  'Park  Avenue'  booms.  In  cross- 
section,  Endeavour’s  is  an  inverted  triangle, 
63  feet  long  and  about  4  feet  wide  at  max 
'beam'.  The  booms  were  built  this  way  so 
crews  could  shape  of  the  foot  of  the  sail  via 
short  athwartships  tracks.  But  it  also  made 
them  accessible,  even  underway.  Those  un¬ 
bothered  by  wildly  pumping  adrenal  glands 
can  walk  —  okay,  shimmy  —  out  and  enjoy 
a  view  that  is  unique  in  all  of  sailing.  If  you 
doubt  it,  take  a  look  at  the  photo  that  opens 
this  article  again.  We’re  not  on  another  boat 
or  a  helicopter.  That’s  taken  from  the  very 
end  of  Park  Avenue.  The  blob  in  the  left 
center  is  our  white-knuckled  hand  holding 
on  for  dear  life.  What  you  can’t  see  in  the 
photo  is  our  heart,  which  was  in  our  mouth. 

And  if  the  ride  and  the  view  wasn’t 
enough,  at  lunchtime,  soup  and  drinks  were 
delivered  to  the  boom  riders  by  a  crewman 
with  a  silver  platter.  Now  this  is  sailing! 

A 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  main 
insight  about  sailing  Endeavour  was  that 
we’d  never  be  able  to  adequately  convey  it 
in  words.  It  is  as  quantifiable  compared  to 
'normal'  sailing  as  Paradise  Lost  to  a  used 
Garfield  book;  as  a  Paganini  caprice  to  Achy 
Breaky  Heart.  Well,  okay,  maybe  we’re 
exaggerating.  But  the  boat  is  so  beautiful, 
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ENDEAVOUR  —  THE  LEGEND  LIVES  ON 


she  moves  so  wonderfully,' and  she  is  so  full 
of  history,  that  for  once,  words  fail  us. 

For  example,  riding  the  bow.  How  can  we 
accurately  convey  the  sense  of  exhilaration 
of  flying  through  the  air  Qn  a  part  of  the  boat 
so  far  away  from  everything  else  that  it 
somehow  seems  disconnected?  So  far  away 
that  you  don’t  even  hear  the  bow  wave. 
Then  you  realize  you  don’t  see  a  bow  wave, 
either,  and  it  hits  you:  Endeavour  sails  on  an 
88-foot  waterline,  which  means  42  feet  of 
her  LOA  is  overhangs.  The  tip  of  the  bow 
seems  detached  because  it’s  about  25  feet 
away  from  where  the  hull  meets  the  water. 
Heck,  almost  every  boat  we  sail  on  regularly 
is  shorter  than  just  Endeavour’s  overhangs! 

Our  best  attempts  to  chronicle  the  day  in 
film,  some  of  which  appears  here,  were  also 
a  discouraging  exercise.  Photos  certainly 
impart  some  idea  of  the  dimensions  of  the 
boat,  but  again,  it’s  hard  to  do  her  justice. 

The  only  way  to  really  experience  Endea¬ 
vour  is  to  sail  aboard  her.  The  good  news  is, 
you  can.  The  boat  is  available  for  charter. 
And  take  it  from  us,  the  accommodations  for 
eight  are  about  as  sumptuous  as  you’ll  see 
this  side  of  the  afterlife.  The  not  so  good 
news  for  many  is  that,  at  $60,000  a  week,  it’s 


not  an  experience  everyone  can  afford.  It’s 
definitely  one  you  will  never  forget. 


A, 


las,  our  induction  into  J-Class  sailing 
was  over  way  too  soon.  As  we  headed  back 
in  —  involuntarily  ducking  once  again  as 
Endeavour’s  lofty  spar  passed  under  the  Bay 
Bridge  (how  could  it  possibly  miss?)  —  the 
setting  sun  cast  a  golden  glow  over  the 
bridge,  the  boat  and  our  souls.  All  days 
sailing  are  good  days,  but  this  was  a  partic¬ 


ular  gift.  Our  face  was  already  aching  from 
so  much  smiling. 

Our  reverie  was  broken  as  we  eased  in 
toward  the  dock  at  South  Beach,  where  the 
usual  group  of  onlookers  had  already 
gathered  to  admire  Endeavour.  With  10  feet 
to  go,  lines  were  cast  and  caught.  Then  8 
feet,  6,  4  and.  .  .  thunk,  Endeavour  ground 
to  a  halt  3  feet  away  from  the  pier.  The  bow 
thruster  was  no  help.  She  was  ignobly  stuck 
in  the  mud  until  the  next  tide. 

We  thanked  Elizabeth  and  her  crew.  As 
we  walked  up  the  dock,  a  man  supporting  an 
elegantly-dressed  elderly  woman  on  his  arm 
asked  what  boat  this  was.  "Endeavour,"  we 
said.  "She  raced  for  the  America’s  Cup  in 
1934."  The  man  simply  nodded,  but  the  old 
woman  smiled  broadly.  "A  J  boat?\"  she  said, 
turning  stiffly  to  look  Endeavour  over  and 
confirm  the  revelation.  "Oh,  I  remember 
those  very  well,"  she  said.  "The  most 
beautiful  boats  ever  built,  don’t  you  think?" 

We  do  indeed. 

—  Iatitude/jr 

For  information  on  chartering  Endeavour, 
contact  J  Class  Management,  28  Church  St., 
Newport,  RI 02840;  (401)  849-3060. 


MARINA  PLAZA  HARBOR 

IN  THE  HEART  OF  SAUSALITO 


Now  Under  New  Management 


8  * 

§< 


us 

f^ornmdby-mutim 

shoreline  park  and  adjacent 
^to  Sausalito's  largest  supermarket 
and  marine  supply  center. 


Plenty  of  free  parking. 

_  f  '  - -  .  . 

2330 flSf  ANRI'N  S  A  LIT  O .  CA  94965  (415)  332-4723 
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I  chartered  with  The  Moorings 
because  of  the  superb 
reputation  you  have  -it  is 
well  deserved..  From  your  base 
in  La  Paz,  Mexico,  I  sailed 
the  most  awesomely  beautiful 
waters;  simply  magnificent. 

Dave  Patterson  •  Huntington  Beach,  CA  •  Moorings  38,  La  Paz 


- CRUISERS - 

EASE  INTO  MEXICO 


No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Californians  Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moorings  Chatter  Yacht. 
Call  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


The  Moorings 


Caribbean  •  Mediterranean  •  South  P  a  c  i  f  i  c 


Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 
From  $710  per  person.  Call  for  details. 


Of  course  we're  SMLWorthyU 

Ik, _ _ _ /  jWWNiMri*  I 


Toss  out  that  tired  deck  of  cards.  SAILWorthy  is  a  game  of  skill  and 
tuck . . .  speculation  and  knowledge . . .  tacking  and  gybing  -  that  will 
test  your  knowledge  of  sailing  and  the  sea.  Over  1800  questions 
about  sailing  history,  terminology,  racing,  weather  and  nature  will 
challenge  and  educate  you  and  your  crew.  You  win  by  answering 
questions  to  circumnavigate  a  continent,  while  avoiding  islands, 
reefs  and  “Gilligan”  squares.  Lots  of  fun  for  ages  12  to  adult. 


Your  boat  may  be  seaworthy  but  are  you  SAIL  Worth/? 


*32 

plussliipping 


Available  at  West  Marine,  North  Sails  catalog  or  direct. 

SAIL  Group  •  -6842  SW  Plymouth  Dr.  •  Corvallis,  OR  97333 

NfeJgj  1.541.929.2701  •  Fax  1.541.929.2709 


AND  SAVE 

Your  First  Stop  in  Mexico  is 
Just  60  Miles  South  of  San  Diego. 

Ensenada's  first  class  marina  is  offering 
special  cruisers  discounts 

FALL  CRUISERS'  SPECIAL 

Slips  starting  at  7 Otf/ft.  day  or  $6. 50/ft.  month 
/ ,  includes  use  of  all  facilities! 


•  600  new  floating  slips 

•  Dock  Master  &  24-hour  security 

•  Custom  clearance  &  fishing  licenses 

•  Cable  TV,  electricity,  potable  water 

•  Fuel  dock,  launch  ramp,  pump-out  station 

•  Restrooms,  showers,  laundry 

•  Spa,  swimming'pools,  tennis  courts 

•  Restaurant,  bar,  night  club 

•  Golf,  SCUBA,  fishing  packages 

FOR  INFORMATION 
AND  RESERVATIONS 
CALL; 

San  Diego  Office 

(80 0)  94-MARINA 
(619)  523-0064 

Tijuana-Ensenada 
(800)  862-9020 
011  52  617  50000 

LATITUDE  30°  51' 36- 
LONGITUDE  116°  40 '00" 


LET  US  WELCOME  YOU  TO  MEXICO/ 


HOTEL  * 


CORAL 

&  PIORIflft 


t- 
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The  Pacific  Prankster 

It  was  not  a  good  day  to  die.  Nor  was  it  a 
good  night  to  die.  But  it  certainly  felt  like  I 
was  locked  in  hand-to-hand  combat  with  the 
Reaper.  Although  hand-to-neck  combat  was 
the  more  accurate  description. 

When  cruising  sailors  occasionally  ponder 
the  possibility  of  dying  during  a  voyage,  the 
scenarios  they  usually  conjure  up  are  boldly 
heroic.  They  envision  themselves  battling 
Hurricane  Attila,  or  saving  a  maiden  from 
depraved  Sulu  Sea  pirates.  But  being  stran¬ 
gled  by  one’s  own  dinghy  is  not  the  script 
that  any  sailor  would  willingly  choose  for  his 
final  fairwell. 

It  all  began  with  a  visit  to  the  Pacific 
Prankster.  Philomena  is  her  name  and  Pagli- 
acci  is  her  game.  She  is  the  clown  princess  of 
the  Mexican  cruising  fleet.  With  a  sense  of 
whimsy  like  Shakespeare’s  Puck,  she  holds 
court  over  one  of  the  world’s  great  cruiser 
havens. 

Every  winter  and  spring,  scores  of 
sailboats  anchor  in  front  of  her  Melaque 
beachfront  restaurant,  Los  Pelicanos,  which 
is  Spanish  for  —  you  guessed  it  —  ’the 
pelicans'.  There,  Phil  dishes  out  delicious 
meals  at  delectable  prices.  In  the  morning, 
she  runs  the  cruisers’  radio  net,  which  helps 
sailors  locate  diesel  fuel,  refrigeration 
repairmen,  propane,  refrigeration  repairmen, 
groceries,  refrigeration  repairmen  —  and  so 
on. 


She  is  also  guardian  of  The  Wall.  Or 
should  that  be  Walls  —  or  better  yet,  sur¬ 
faces?  That’s  because  almost  every  square 


Philomena  Garcia  in  front  of  'The  WalT  at  Los 
Pelicanos. 


inch  of  her  restaurant’s  interior  is  covered 
with  painted  logos  from  the  many  yachts  that 
have  visited.  Leaving  a  memento  at  Los 
Pelicanos  is  an  eagerly-awaited  rite  of 
passage  for  most  Mexican  cruisers. 

Many  of  the  boat  portraits  are  exquisitely 
rendered  by,  crews  who  spend  days  painting 
a  design  that  they  hope  will  endure  for 
posterity.  Little  do  they  realize  that  in 
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Mexico,  posterity  fluctuates  as  dramatically 
as  the  peso.  For  if  they  visit  the  following 
season,  it’s  likely  their  work  of  genius  will 
have  vanished  under  a  new  coat  of  white 
enamel.  Philomena  usually  blames  this  on  a 
leaky  roof.  Interestingly,  the  logos  of  boats 
she  knows  will  be  returning  often  escape 
those  pesky  'roof  leaks'.  Chances  are,  their 
masterpieces  will  still  be  there  when  they 
come  back.  All  the  new  boats,  of  course, 
have  all  that  newly  painted  wall  space  for 
their  logos. 

One  last  interesting  little  tidbit  about  The 
Wall  is  the  persistent  rumor  of  spaghetti 
justice.  Supposedly,  Phil  uses  logos  of  boats 
that  have  dropped  from  favor  to  determine  if 
her  spaghetti  is  cooked  enough.  She  simply 
flings  a  strand  of  pasta  against  their  logo,  a 
clever  method  of  gaining  retribution. 

\^J ith  a  name  like  Philomena,  you 
would  figure  that  she  is  as  Mexican  as 
Pancho  Villa.  In  fact,  husband  Trini  is 
Mexican,  while  Phil  grew  up  north  of  the 
border.  Her  Spanish  is  machine-gun  authen¬ 
tic  and  her  English  is  not  bad  for  someone 
who  grew  up  in  Philadelphia.  The  restaurant 
is  located  at  the  Melaque  end  of  Bahia  de 
Navidad.  Melaque  rhymes  with  'rocky', 
which  is  most  fitting  since  it  is  one  of  the 
rolliest  anchorages  on  the  planet  when  the 
swell  is  running  from  the  South. 

Most  cruisers  bow  and  stern  anchor  facing 
into  the  waves.  This  strategy  has  two  advan¬ 
tages.  First,  it  lessens  the  uncomfortable 
motion,  and  second,  it  gives  a  better  view  of 
the  dinghy  rodeo.  Because  when  the  swell  is 
running  high,  it  sets  up  a  ferocious  shore- 
break  in  front  of  Los  Pelicanos.  Anyone 
trying  to  land  their  inflatable  through  that 
surf  should  prepare  to  be  launched  higher 
than  a  rookie  bronc  rider  at  the  Grand 
National. 

They  should  also  be  ready  to  perform 
their  Avon  acrobatics  in  front  of  a  large 
audience.  That’s  because  Phil  has  placed  an 
old,  cast-iron  skillet  and  wooden  mallet  by 
the  side  of  the  restaurant  that  faces  the 
beach.  Whenever  a  dinghy  is  approaching  in 
conditions  that  might  produce  a  somersault 
or  at  least  a  cartwheel,  she  starts  clanging  on 
the  frying  pan.  This  alerts  the  boats  at  anchor 
so  everyone  can  witness  the  surf  n’  turf  spec¬ 
tacle. 

A  particularly  good  performance  with  lots 
of  flailing  and  flying  usually  generates 
considerable  horn  applause  from  the  fleet. 
Wooden  boat  purists,  who  are  unwilling  to 
defile  their  'traditionals'  with  an  air  horn, 
would  blow  their  conch  shells  to  signal  their 


approval  of  an  especially  choice  liftoff. 


The  soggy  and  stunned  recipients  of  this 
good-natured  teasing  are  usually  pretty  easy¬ 
going  about  this  abuse  because  they  realize 
that  their  tormentors  will  eventually  get  their 
turn  to  play  cruiser  crash  dummy.  Probably 
the  reason  that  everyone  makes  an  entertain¬ 
ment  out  of  this  dinghy-lition  derby  is  the 
underlying  seriousness  of  the  situation.  A  50- 
pound  outboard  motor  transformed  into  a 
projectile  is  extremely  dangerous.  And  the 
propeller  blades  on  those  beasts  can  be 
sharp  and  nasty  —  like  a  zoot  suiter  gone 
bad. 

Furthermore,  some  cruising  sailors  don’t 
know  how  to  swim.  If  a  backyard  pool 
induces  paralyzing  fear,  imagine  the  terror 
they  experience  while  upside  down,  churning 
around  in  this  Mexican  Maytag. 

So,  beneath  the  kidding  there  is  genuine 
compassion.  If  anyone  damages  more  than 
their  pride,  they  receive  lots  of  care  and 
comfort.  On  some  days  at  Melaque,  the 
beach  landings  are  so  treacherous  that 
nobody  goes  ashore.  But  that’s  why  the  Sky 
Bosun  invented  dinghy  raft-ups. 


SEA  GYPSY  VIGNETTES 


Running  dinghies  through  surf  is  a  little  like  a 
Dirty  Harry  movie.  You  ha  ve  to  ask  yourself,  “Do 
I  feel  lucky. . .  ?" 


1  he  day  of  my  dinghy  disaster  actually 
began  quite  pleasantly.  There  was  no  hu- 
mongous  swell  rolling  up  from  the  equatorial 
regions,  so  rowing  ashore  had  been  painless. 
I  spent  the  day  hanging  out  with  two  friends 
in  Bahia  de  Navidad,  which  is  the  town 
across  the  bay  from  Melaque. 

Every  winter,  this  town  shelters  a  very 
eccentric  and  eclectic  group  of  American 
expatriates.  I  loved  the  place  because  it 
always  gave  me  the  impression  that  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Witness  Relocation  Program  was  alive 
and  well. 

One  of  the  friends  that  I  was  visiting  was 
named  Candido,  which  rhymes  with  'barjdi- 
to’.  Observing  his  prowess  with  the  senoritas, 
one  realized  that  Candido  also  rhymes  with 
randido.  After  finishing  the  harvest  every 
year  for  a  Humboldt  County  agricultural 
combine,  he  would  fly  down  and  kick  back. 

His  best  friend’s  name  had  a  bit  less 


'south  of  the  border'  zing  to  it:  Bob.  Even 
without  a  manana  name,  Bob  had  taken  'laid 
back'  to  another  level.  In  fact,  when  I  first 
saw  him,  he  was  so  motionless  that  I  thought 
he  was  a  scarecrow.  An  upscale  scarecrow, 
though  —  because  atop  that  tall,  lanky, 
immobile  body  was  an  expensive  Panama 
Hat. 

Bob  was  the  lead  singer  and  guitarist  for 
a  terrific  group  that  played  music  most  nights 
at  a  local  hangout.  He  wore  his  hat  so  low 
that  it  covered  all  of  his  face  except  his 
mouth.  That  he  kept  hidden  behind  the 
microphone.  But  he  could  definitely  play 
that  Reggae  music.  He  was  so  good,  you 
began  to  wonder  if  his  full  name  might  be 
Bob  Ganja. 

He  had  a  superbly  skewed  way  of  looking 
at  the  world  that  I  could  easily  relate  to.  Back 
in  his  high  school  days,  he  and  another 
friend  —  also  named  Bob  —  were  holding 
auditions  for  a  band  they  were  putting  toge¬ 
ther.  After  checking  out  a  dozen  musicians, 
they  chose  one  named  Lou  and  one  named 
.  .  .  Bob.  They  admitted  these  last  two  guys 
weren’t  the  most  talented  of  the  try-outs,  but 


because  of  their  names  they  could  call  the 
new  group  'Bob,  Bob,  a  Lou,  Bob.' 

During  my  time  at  Melaque  I  spent  many 
a  lively  night  at  the  club  where  Bob  per¬ 
formed.  It  was  called  Casa  Blanca  by  the 
management,  but  Candido  called  it  'Casa 
Drunka'.  It  was  there  that  he  taught  me  the 
Passive  Prowl.  Instead  of  rambling  from  bar 
to  bar  in  search  of  romance  and  adventure, 
the  two  of  us  —  three  if  you  count  Jose 
Cuervo  —  would  let  the  parade  come  to  us. 

However,  that  evening  1  was  heading 
home  to  Casa  Aventura  because  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  I  had  a  snorkeling  date  with  lovely 
Leah,  the  selfsame  Leah  I  had  first  met 
during  my  run-in  with  the  Macaroon  Police 
( Latitude ,  May,  1994). 

A 

/Arriving  back  in  Melaque  by  bus,  I 
found  Los  Pelicanos  filled  with  cruisers.  They 
were  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  mood,  but  not 
so  noisy  that  I  didn’t  immediately  notice  the 
distinctive  roar  that  meant  'surf’s  up!'  The 
waves  slamming  into  the  beach  were  nasty. 
They  boomfed  like  the  tape-deck  bass  in  a 
big-city  lowrider.  The  swell  had  come  up 
suddenly  and  strongly  during  the  late  after¬ 
noon.  So  lots  of  cruisers  had  been  stranded 
ashore.  Everyone  was  waiting  for  the  waves 
to  go  down  a  little.  But  since  Phil  had  just 
repaired  her  margarita  blender,  this  was  an 
easy  choice. 

Just  after  10  p.m.,  a  couple  decided  to 
brave  the  shore  break  and  try  to  launch  their 
dinghy.  With  a  strong  outboard,  a  rigid- 
bottom  inflatable,  patience  and  teamwork, 
they  timed  it  perfectly  and  made  it  safely  out 
through  the  breakers.  Inspired  by  their  suc¬ 
cess  —  or  was  it  senor  Cuervo?  —  I  also 
decided  to  give  it  a  try. 

Now,  my  dinghy,  which  is  named  Ling 
(You’ve  got  it,  as  in  the  song,  "my  dinghy 
Ling,  my  dinghy  Ling.  . . ")  does  not  have  an 
outboard  or  rigid  bottom  or  even  floor¬ 
boards.  Not  having  a  motor  makes  it  a  lots 
less  dangerous  if  it  goes  airborne,  but  a  lot 
more  difficult  to  launch.  That’s  because  you 
have  to  jump  into  the  dink  during  a  lull 
between  waves  and  row  like  hell.  If  you 
make  it  to  deep  enough  water  before  the 
next  wave  breaks,  you’ve  won  the  battle. 

Not  only  did  I  lose  the  battle  that  evening, 
but  from  my  submerged  and  confused  van¬ 
tage  point  it  seemed  like  I  was  also  losing  the 
war.  That’s  because  instead  of  popping  back 
up  to  the  surface  like  I  normally  do  if  my 
dinghy  cartwheels,  I  was  somehow  pinned 
underneath  it. 

My  new  world  was  mostly  pitch  black 
except  when  a  wave  smashed  it  full  of  yel- 
low/green  phosphorescence.  So  in  the  dark¬ 
ness  I  couldn’t  see  a  way  out  of  my  trap. 
Hell,  I  couldn’t  even  tell  what  I  was  tangled 
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up  in.  But  just  when  the  predicament  of  this 
air-breathing  mammal  gapped  in  a  watery 
habitat  was  getting  deadly  serious,  my  head 
popped  to  the  surface.  Not  only  did  the  Sky 
Bosun  bequeath  me  a  feast  of  lung-soothing 
air,  but  I  got  a  quick  glimpse  of  my  entan¬ 
glement. 

There  are  ropes  that  run  down  the  out¬ 
sides  of  most  inflatable  dinghies.  These 
grablines  enable  a  sailor  to  drag  or  carry  the 
boat.  They  are  usually  tightly  sewn  or  glued 
to  the  side  of  the  pontoons  so  that  only  your 
hands  can  fit  through.  But  on  Ling  the  mid¬ 
dle  attachment  had  broken  off  a  few  weeks 
earlier.  In  admirable  Mexican  fashion,  I  had 
put  off  repairing  it  until  manana.  But  as  any 
Mexican  cruiser  knows,  manana  doesn’t  ac¬ 
tually  mean  'tomorrow1.  It  means  'not  now'. 

So  my  cavalier  —  or  should  that  be 
caballero  —  attitude  had  come  back  to  haunt 
me.  Which  wouldn’t  have  been  so  bad,  but 
it  had  also  come  back  to  strangle  me!  The 
rope  was  around  my  neck,  and  since  the 
dinghy  now  contained  hundreds  of  pounds 
of  water,  I  felt  as  powerless  as  a  Senator  in 


the  hands  of  a  high-priced  dominatrix.  Every 
time  I  reached  up  to  try  to  free  myself,  a 
wave  would  fling  my  hands  from  the  grab¬ 
lines.  I  should  have  sensed  that  things  were 
getting  truly  perilous  when  I  began  to  focus 
less  on  my  survival  and  more  on  all  of  the 
pretty  yellow/green  bubbles  around  me. 

13 ut  then  I  was  saved  by  the  bell  —  or 
should  that  be  'saved  by  the  skillet'?  I  could 
suddenly  hear  Philomena  clanging  madly  on 
her  rusty  frying  pan.  Now  it’s  bad  enough  to 
be  strangled  and  drowned  by  your  own 
dinghy,  but  to  suffer  such  humiliation  while 
'Taps'  was  being  played  on  a  dirty  old  skillet 
was  too  much.  Enraged  by-  this  absurd  em- 
barassment,  I  marshalled  together  all  of  the 
strength  that  I  had  accumulated  from  years 
of  juggling  bowling  balls  for  a  living  and 
made  one,  great,  final  effort  to  break  free  of 
my  dinghy.  But  I  failed  miserably! 

However,  the  Sky  Bosun,  who  apparently 
found  my  ongoing  antics  amusing,  decided 
to  cut  me  some  slack,  both  metaphorically 


and  literally.  For  a  few  seconds  later,  a  wave 
really  somersaulted  us.  But  flipping  the 
dinghy  over,  it  emptied  out  the  water  which 
lightened  it  enough  for  me  to  free  myself.  I 
half  swam,  half  got  swept  up  to  the  beach.  As 
I  crawled  the  final  yards  out  of  the  surf, 
cruisers  were  running  down  from  the  restau¬ 
rant  to  help  me. 

And  as  I  panted  on  the  wet  sand,  trying  to 
regain  my  breath,  I  suddenly  realized  that  the 
tempo  and  tone  of  Phil’s  hammering  had 
changed.  Now  it  was  singing  a  song  of  survi¬ 
val  and  victory.  No  sailor  home  from  the  sea 
had  ever  heard  a  sweeter  and  more  trium¬ 
phant  song  than  the  one  Philomena  was 
playing  on  that  rusty,  old  skillet. 

—  ray  jason 

Editor’s  Note  —  The  last  we  heard  in  late 
summer,  Philomena  was  not  well,  and  medi¬ 
cal  problems  had  exhausted  her  savings.  The 
cruising  community  rallied,  and  donations 
poured  in  to  help  pay  for  the  care  she 
needed.  Can  anyone  update  us  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  this  great  friend  to  cruisers? 


DIESEL 

FUEL 

FILTERING 


Purify  Diesel  Fuel  &  Flush  Tanks 

1.  Why  do  others  want^to  install  clean-out  ports 
in  your  tank?  Because  their  hoses  are  too  big! 

2.  If  there  is  no  access  into  your  tank, 

WE  HAVE  CLEAN  OUT  PORTS  AVAILABLE! 

3.  DFF  is  the  ORIGINAL  OIL  POLISHER 

in  the  Bay  Area!  Beware  of  copycats! 

4.  You  should  question  claims  by  others 
that  guarantee  100%  clean  tanks! 


We  are  in  compliance  with  State  and  Federal 
Specifications  &  pollution  control. 

*  All  Pleasure  Yachts  &  Commercial  Craft.” 

•  Your  berth  or  boat  yard. 

*  Fully  Insured. 

•  No  travel  time  charges  in  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 


Hundreds  of  satisfied  customers  since  1989 

(510)  521-6797  Fax:  (510)  521-3309 


NEW  PRICES 

Webasto 

THERMOSYSTEMS 

IS  LOWERING  THE  PRICES  FOR  THIS  SEASON 


HL  32  11.000  BTU  $1,447 

HL  90  30.000  BTU  $2,751 

THERMO  90  31.000  BTU  $1,749 

DBW  2010  45.000  BTU  $1,742 

CALL  TO  RESERVE  INSTALLATION  BEFORE  WINTER  WEATHER 


I  SWEDISH  MARINE 

320  W.  CUTTING  BLVD.,  RICHMOND,  CA  94804  (510)  234-9566 
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The  ultimate  combination  of  safety,  comfort  and  performance,  Valiant  50. 


As  the  Flagship  of  our  fleet,  the 
Valiant  50  has  proven  itself  as  a 
yacht  of  high  performance  and 
comfort.  Built  to  the  standards  that 
have  made  the  name  Valiant 
synonymous  with  quality,  crafts¬ 
manship,  and  safety,  no  wonder 
Valiant  yachts  continue  to  be  the 
choice  of  serious  sailors  who  sail 
the  oceans  of  the  world.  Come  see 
for  yourself. 

Visit  us  at  the 

Strictly  Sail  Show 


BRONZE  VINTAGE 

G0YNE  MEDALLIONS 


2-1/8  inch 
diameter  $55.00 


1-5/8  inch  diameter 
$35.00 


Jim  Henderson 
PO  Box  7058 
Brookings,  OR  97415 


Navy  Pier,  Chicago 
January  30  -  February  2,  1997 


Valiant  Yachts 

Cedar  Mills  Marina,  Lake  Texoma 
Rt.  1  Box  37,  Gordonville,  Texas  76245 
903-523-4899  Fax  903-523-4077 


H 

E 

USCG  APPROVED  TESTING  FACILITY 

SALES  •  SERVICE 

REPAIRS  •  RENTAL  •  REPACKING 

,  0F 

USCG,  SOLAS,  COMMERCIAL, 

YACHT  &  FISHERMAN 

W 

INFLATABLE  LIFERAFTS 
INFLATABLE  BOATS 

E 

T 

T 

MARINE  COMPANY 

555  SELBY  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 

(415)  826-4433  TELEX  I.T.T.  4971778  FAX  41 5-826-1 122 
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GOLDEN  GATE  MIDWINTERS 


SOUP  DU  JOUR 


ftrp 

1  \ 


his  was  as  good  as  midwinter  sailing 
gets,"  opined  no  less  an  authority  than  Dee 
Smith,  who  crewed  on  Bullsette  in  the  first 
Golden  Gate  YC  midwinter  race  on  the  gray 
afternoon  of  November  2.  "We  got  in  a  quick 
10.8-mile  race  in  steady  breeze;  the  compet¬ 
ition  was  pretty  good;  it  didn’t  rain  —  what 
more  could  anyone  ask  for?  Best  of  all,  I  was 
back  home  at  Lake  Tahoe,  sitting  in  a  res¬ 
taurant,  by  7  p.m.!" 

Most  everyone  in  the  66-boat  fleet  — 
which  coincidentally  is  the  exact  number  of 
boats  that  sailed  the  first  race  last  year  — 
was  similarly  delighted.  The  general  consen¬ 
sus  was,  that  after  a  few  shaky  years,  the 
Golden  Gate  YC  midwinters  seems  to  be 
back  on  track.  "On  the  whole,  it  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  day,"  claimed  regatta  chairman  Jeff 
Zarwell  between  puffs  on  his  cigar.  "It  might 
have  been  perfect,  if  only  people  would  read 
their  sailing  instructions  and  learn  what  a 
black  and  yellow  checkered  flag  means!" 

Zarwell  was  alluding  to  the  seven  boats  he 
DSQed  for  sailing  through  the  start/finish 
line,  as  we'll  as  the  four  boats  that  were 
PMSed  due  to  missing  the  'come  within  hail' 
flag  that  flew  over  the  GGYC  clubhouse.  The 
news,  which  obviously  wasn’t  conveyed  to 
the  early  starters,  was  an  amendment  alter¬ 
ing  the  starting  times.  "That’s  a  tough  way  to 
learn  the  rules,  especially  in  a  no-throwout 
series,"  admitted  Jeff. 

While  the  unlucky  11  might  still  have  a 
shot  at  class  honors,  they’ve  almost  certainly 
taken  themselves  out  of  the  running  for  the 
overall  pickle  dish,  the  so-called  Seaweed 
Soup  Perpetual  Trophy.  Both  this  trophy 
and  the  regatta  are  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Manny  V.  Fagundes,  the  GGYC’s  long- 
tim'e  port  captain  until  he  passed  away  in 
1975.  The  trophy  is  awarded  to  the  boat  that 
has  the  best  record  in  the  biggest  class,  done 
on  a  straight  lowpoint  scoring  system.  In 
other  words,  if  there’s  a  tie  —  such  as  when 
two  boats  posted  four  bullets  in  their 
respective  classes  several  years  back  —  the 
nod  goes  to  the  boat  in  the  larger  class. 

What  all  this  has  to  do  with  'seaweed 
soup'  is  getting  obscured  over  time.  Heck, 
the  yacht  club  doesn’t  even  serve  soup,  let 
alone  this  mysterious  'seaweed  soup'  after 
the  race.  They  d©,  however,  make  a  mean 
Irish  coffee  —  which  is  what  the  race  com¬ 
mittee  treated  us  (and  our  equally  frozen 
photo  boat  driver)  to  as  we  came  in  off  the 
water. 

Altogther,  it  was  a  grand  way  to  kick  off 
the  ’96-’97  midwinter  sailing  season,  which 
by  now  is  in  full  swing.  Results  appear  on 
page  134. 

—  latitude/rkm 


Onward  through  the  haze:  'Azzura'  blows  by  'Re-  M  '  ;  ^ 
Quest'  on  the  leg  between  Harding  and  Blossom. 
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Scenes  from  the  GGYC  Midwinters  (clockwise  from  above) 
—  'Snow  Goose'  with  a  late  takedown  at  Harding  Rock ;  an 
IOD  in  serious  need  of  a  facelift ;  'High  Risk  finally 
returned  to  the  race  course  14  months  after  her  dis¬ 
masting;  the  Black  Soo  'Mirage',  one  of  the  original  ULDBs; 
the  ease  of  asymmetrical  kite  takedowns;  riding  the  rail  on 
the  winning  'Jackrabbit';  'Just  in  Time's  magnificent  tiger 
kite;  and  the  1 1  -.Metre  'nstan  2'.  All  photos,  'latitude’ /rob. 
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PHRF-I  (0-73)  —  1)  Jackrabblt,  N/M  39,  Dave  & 
Jackie  Liggett;  2)  High  Risk,  Smith  43,  Jim.Mizell;  3) 
Major  Damage,  J/35,'Perkins/Wilson/Wilson;  4)  Re- 
Quest,  Express  37,  Glenn  Isaacson;  5)  Bullsette, 
Mumm  30,  Bob  Garvie/Don  Jesberg;  6)  Espresso, 
Express  37,  Stephen  Saperstein;  7)  Jabiru,  J/35, 
Brian  Dunn/Bill  West;  8)  Zamazaan,  Farr  52,  Chuck 
Weghorn.  (16  boats) 

PHRF-II  (74-99)  —  1)  Expeditious,  Express  34, 
Bartz  Schneider;  2)  My  Rubber  Ducky,  Hobie  33, 
Lee  Garami;  3)  Enchante,  Beneteau  42,  David 
Jacoby;  4)  Yucca,  8-Meter,  Hank  Easom.  (7  boats) 


'Yucca'  chases  'Rubber  Ducky1  —  but  to  the  wrong 
mark!  "It  was  stupid,"  confessed  Hank  Easom.  “I 
gotta  pay  more  attention  to  those  course  flags!" 

J/105  —  1)  Limelight,  Harry  Blake;  2)  Jose 
Cuervo,  Sam  Hock;  3)  Blackhawk,  Dean  Deitrich. 
(5  boats) 

PHRF-III  (1 00-1 52)  —  1 )  Giggleswick,  Beneteau 
38.5,  Brian  Hall;  2)  Ixxis,  Olson  91 1  -S,  Ed  Durbin;  3) 
Hot  Flash,  J/30,  George  Kokalis;  4)  Power  Play, 
J/29,  Gordon  Smith.  (8  bo&ts)  t 

PHRF-IV  (153-197)  —  1)  It’s  Jazz,  Ranger  33, 
Joanne  McPhee;  2)  Boog-A-Loo,  Ranger29,  Nancy 


Rogers;  3)  Chorus,  Kettenberg  38,  Peter  English;  4) 
Bluejacket,  Cal  29,  Bill  O’Connor;  5)  Snowgoose, 
Santana  30,  Ted  Mattson;  6)  Medfly,  J/24,  John 
Burnett.  (13  boats) 

KNARR  —  1)  Lord  Nelson,  John  Jenkins;  2) 
Benino,  Terry  Anderlini.  (4  boats) 

PHRF-V  (198-up)  —  1)  Thea,  Folkboat,  Tom 
Reed;  2)  Freja,  Folkboat,  Ed  Welch;  3)  Polperro, 
Folkboat,  Peter  Jeal;  4)  Yachtsea,  Santana  22,  Joe 
Schmidt.  (8  boats) 

BEAR  —  1 )  Chance,  Glenn  Treser;  2)  Sugarfoot, 
M.  Zwick;  3)  Little  Dipper,  Joe  Bambara.  (5  boats) 
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Set  to  define  a  new  sailing  class. 


FROM  THE  BUILDERS  OF... 

•  Ultimate  20 — 1995  Boat  of  the  Year 

•  Club  20 

•  Antrim  27 


For  more  information  contact  Jeff  Canepa: 
USI  •  (408)  763-2720  •  Fax:  (408)  763-2240 
e-mail:  ultimate20@aol.com 


Ton  of  a  title  or  epfi 
ie  substitution  of  a  name  for  i 
;o  designate  a  member  of  a  group  or  cla 
O-nym  (2n  ts-mrn')  n.  A  word  having  a  mea 
Opposite  to  a  meaning  of  another  word;  The  wo% 
"fast"  is  an  antonym  of  "slow."  adj.  —an.tony.mous1 
Antrim  27  (antnm)  n.  1.  Under  30;  fast,  friendly,^ 
and  affordable.  2.  Stable;  dry.  3.  State-of-the-art 
modular  interior  and  retractable  keel.  4.  Graceful, 
smart,  roomy,  spacious,  comfortable.  The  Antrim  27 
is  in  a  class  by  itself,  v.  —  an  trim-ing 
n»trorse  (an'trbrs')  adj.  Biol.  Directed  forward  and 
ward.  adv.  —  an'trorse'ly 
trum  (Sntram)  n.  A  cavity,  usually  in  bone,  j 
of  the  sinuses  in  upper  jaw  opening  in 
L,  cave  <  Gk.  antron ]  adj.  —  an'traL 
(joins)  n.  A  jackel-headgd^ 
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Introducing  the  Latest  in  Value  and  Innovation  from  Garhauer  Marine... 


Why  a  Rigid  Boom  Vang? 

i  Cruising  boats:  Among  other  things,,  a  Garhauer  rigid 
boom  vang  will  ease  the  load  on  the  main  sheet  and 
provide  simpler  and  better  sail  control.  Better  sail  control 
will  make  steering  easier.  The  hassle  of  adjusting  the 
topping  lift  will  be  removed. 

Racing  Boats:  With  a  Garhauer  rigid  boom  vang,  you 
won’t  have  to  get  your  biggest  and  strongest  crew  member 
off  the  rail  at  the  wrong  time  just  to  make  a  vang  adjust¬ 
ment. 

In  light  air,  the  rigid  vang  will  support  the  weight  of  the 
boom  and  free  the  mainsail  leach. 

In  heavy  air,  you  will  have  quicker,  more  powerful,  and 
precise  control. 

10  Year  Unconditional  Guarantee 

We  accept  major  credit  cards 


Factory  Direct  Prices 

BOAT  SIZE 
18-ftto  24  ft 
25-ftto  29  ft 

16  to  1  purchase 

30-ft  to  33-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

34-ft  to  36-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

37-ftto  45-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

Each  Rigid  Boom  Vang  comes  complete  with  two  ball  bearing  lightweight 
blocks  of  polished  stainless  steel,  a  3/8"  yacht  braid  primary  line,  a  5/16" 
secondary  line,  and  all  mast  and  boom  fittings.  The  solid  construction 
includes  welded  polished  stainless  steel  tubing. 


$150 

$170 

$230 

$270 

$290 


/  1 
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1082  West  Ninth  Street, 

Phone:  (909)  985-9993 

I  UOC  VVOdl  nilMlM  «Jll  CCl,  .  •  '  ' 

Upland,  California  91786  marine  hardware  FAX:  (909)  946-3913 
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"O  . 

Vy  n  deck!"  shouted  the  leeward  look¬ 
out.  "Pirates!" 

"Beat  to  quarters!"  1  commanded  after 
confirming  that  the  suspicious  vessel  had 
indeed  run  the  black  flag' up  to  their  mast¬ 
head. 

My  crew  scrambled  to  secure  for  battle  as 
the  enemy  turned,  apparently  intending  to 
wear  around  to  a  converging  course.  They’d 
have  the  windward  advantage  in  our  first 
crossing  —  but  if  I  could  bring  a  broadside  to 
bear  while  they  were  still  bow-on,  it  would 
be  all  of  our  most  powerful  weapons  against 
their  bow  chaser  and  small  arms. 

No,  I  hadn’t  fallen  asleep  with  my  face  in 
a  Patrick  O’Brian  nqvel.  It  was  before  the 
start  of  a  midwinter  race,  on  one  of  those 
warm  sunny  winter  days  that  make  us  all 
thankful  we’d  moved  to  this  wonderful  area. 
Except  we  needed  more  wind.  A  light  north¬ 
erly  was  fighting  with  an  even  lighter 
westerly  fill,  and  the  race  committee  had 
postponed  the  start  while  waiting  for  the 
wind  direction  to  settle. 

While  one  of  my  crew  set  the  mood  with 
a  credible  impression  of  a  Napoleonic  era 
battle  drum,  another  jumped  below  to  fetch 
the  armament:  two  Super-Soakers  and  three 
water  cannons.  The  latter  are  really  no  more 
than  giant  syringes,  capable  of  throwing  the 
better  part  of  a  quart  of  water  into  an  enemy 
cockpit  two  boatlengths  distant.  We  also 
filled  two  large  buckets  with  bay  water.  One 
was  placed  in  the  cockpit  and  the  other 
passed  up  to  the  foredeck. 

"What  are  thpse  for?"  asked  one  of  my 
crew,  a  new  hand  who  had  never  seen  this 


kind  of  action  under  my  command  before. 
"Cleaning  wounds  and  washing  up  after 
amputations?" 

"We’re  very  vulnerable  if  we  have  to  lean 
over  the  side  to  reload  the  water  cannon,"  I 
explained.  "Be  careful  not  step  in  that  bucket 
in  the  heat  of  battle." 


The  enemy  was  deep  reaching  on  star¬ 
board;  we  were  close-hauled  oh  port.  My> 
plan  was  to  tack  across  their  bow,  and  I  bore 
off  to  line  up  that  approach.  But  they  came 
down  with  us,  making  sure  the  geometry 
would  not  allow  room  for  our  tactic  to  work. 

"Keep  the  guns  hidden  from  view  for 
now,"  I  advised.  "And  rig  for  action  port-side 
to." 

The  cockpit  crew  put  in  the  hatch  boards 
and  slid  the  companionway  hatch  closed. 

"It’s  going  to  be  beam-to-beam,"  said  the 
chief  gunner  (who  doubles  as  my  foredeck 
boss).  "We  won’t  have  any  protection  from 
our  sails  —  we’re  done  for!" 

But  then  1  saw  a  way  out.  A  smaller  boat 
on  starboard  tack  was  beam  reaching  to¬ 
wards  us,  intending  to  pass  to  leeward. 
There  was  still  time.  1  bore  off  abruptly  to 
pass  to  leeward,  and  fortunately  the  little 
starboard-tacker  understood  my  course 
change  and  now  continued  on  a  course  to 
pass  to  windward  of  us. 

It  worked  perfectly.  We  timed  it  so  that 
the  attacking  pirates  were  forced  up  by  the 
starboard-tacker  to  leeward  of  them.  We 
tacked  in  the  wake  of  the  obstructing  boat, 
and  the  pirates  also  had  to  tack  in  order  to 
engage  us.  This  put  us  on  starboard  and 
them  on  port,  so  they  were  forced  to  con¬ 
tinue  around  and  pass  to  leeward  of  us,  close 
aboard. 

"Heave  to  and  strike  your  colors!"  they 


Water  cannon  and  Super  Soakers  form  the  basic 
armament  of  your  modern  man  o'war. 


demanded  as  we  came  within  range,  point¬ 
ing  up  to  the  pirate  flag  in  their  rigging. 

I  waited  until  our  bows  crossed. 

"Fire!"  I  ordered,  and  three  streams  of 


seawater  issued  from  our  bow,  stem,  and 
waist  cannon,  raking  their  decks  with  brine. 
With  our  sails  sheeted  close  we  all  had  good 
protection  from  the  opposing  weapons.  In 
the  cockpit  all  we  had  to  do  was  stand  up 
behind  the  main,  and  the  bow  and  waist 
gunners  were  able  to  shoot  from  around  the 
luff  and  leech  of  the  genoa. 

The  Super-Soakers  kept  them  busy  while 
the  cannon  reloaded.  We  were  still  close 
enough  to  get  a  second  brbadside  into  them 
before  they  were  out  of  range  astern,  reeling 
under  our  attack. 

"I’m  soaked!"  screamed  the  girlfriend  of 
the  pirate  skipper.  Indeed,  her  T-shirt  had 
been  in  the  cross-hairs  of  my  two  aft  gunners 
—  and  their  aim  was  perfect. 

"Arrrgh!"  growled  one  of  my  crew. 
"They’ll  not  likely  be  back  for  another  dose 
of  that!" 

"Right,"  I  confirmed.  "But  we’re  still  dry, 
and  they’re  wet,  so  it’s  time  for  us  to  run  for 
it." 

So  rather  than  maneuver  for  another 
pass,  we  continued  close-hauled  on  star¬ 
board,  into  the  thick  gaggle  of  boats  cir¬ 
culating  near  the  committee  boat.  The 
pirates  opted  for  easier  targets,  so  we 
emptied  the  buckets  overboard  and  put  the 
weapons  below. 
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Meanwhile  the  westerly  fill  we  had  been 
waiting  for  had  receded  further  back  to  the 
west,  leaving  even  less  wind  than  when  the 
postponement  period  began.  It  looked  like 
this  could  be  a  long  one.  We  decided  to  join 
one  of  the  'postponement  party1  raft-ups  that 
had  formed. 

w  e  were  still  considering  our  options 
when  a  large  cruiser/racer,  anchored  on  its 
own  hook,  put  some  large  fenders  over  the 
side  and  waved  us  towards  them.  We  tacked 
over,  accepting  their  invitation. 

Alignment  with  the  tide  was  more  im¬ 
portant  than  an  upwind  approach,  so  we 
maneuvered  into  position,  struck  our  jib,  and 
then  dropped  our  main  to  coast  up  alongside 
them.  I  didn’t  attach  any  particular  signif¬ 
icance  to  the  crew  of  the  big  boat  standing 
on  the  boom  watching  us  prepare  to  tie  up. 

But  just  before  we  threw  our  lines,  a  dark 
shape  on  a  halyard  started  to  slide  up  their 
rigging.  It  was  another  Jolly  Roger!  The  cfew 
all  yelled  "ARRRRGH!"  and  a  large  bucket 
was  passed  up  to  the  person  stationed  on  top 
of  the  boom. 

We  were  helpless.  No  sails  for  protection, 
no  way  on,  no  weapons  on  deck.  The  bucket 
was  used  to  dump  several  gallons  of  water 


right  into  our  cockpit  from  above,  before  we 
even  had  a  chance  to  hide  under  the  un¬ 
flaked  mainsail.  They  snagged  our  lifelines 
with  boathooks  as  we  coasted  alongside 
(explaining  later  that  this  made  us  a  prize 
capture,  which  would  not  have  been  the  case 
if  they  had  accepted  our  thrown  mooring 
lines)  and  pulled  us  in.  More  crew  with 
buckets  and  sawed-off  clorox  bottles  hopped 
over  the  lifelines  onto  our  deck. 

And  then  1  spotted  their  leader,  swinging 
over  my  foredeck  from  a  spinnaker  halyard 
with  a  red  bandanna  around  her  head  and  a 
water  pistol  in  her  teeth.  It  was  Lee  Helm, 
graduate  student  and  part-time  pirate 
captain,  who  had  evidently  masterminded 
the  ambush. 

But  one  of  my  crew  had  the  presence  of 
mind  to  dive  below  for  the  water  cannon, 
and  passed  one  up  with  the  plunger  in  the 
'fire'  position. 

"n 

1— /rop  it,  Max!"  Lee  ordered  as  she 
dropped  from  the  halyard  onto  my  deck. 
One  of  her  scurvy  swabs  was  standing 
behind  me  with  a  loaded  5-gallon  bucket. 

My  water  cannon  was  empty  anyway,  so 
I  put  it  down  on  the  deck. 

"Well,  I  guess  you  win  this  round,"  I  said, 


and  announced  to  the  crew  that  we  were 
surrendering  to  superior  force  and  tactics. 

We  didn’t  get  off  easy.  Lee  and  her 
cohorts  raided  our  icebox  and  pantry,  and 
made  off  with  a  four-pack  of  my  favorite 
brand  of  ginger  beer  and  a  bag  of  designer 
chocolates. 

ith  peace  secured  and  our  boats 
tied  up  properly,  we  all  went  over  to  the 
larger  boat  to  socialize  —  and  discuss 
pirates,  past  and  present.  The  big  cruiser  was 
owned,  as  it  turned  out,  by  one  of  Lee’s  grad 
school  professors  —  which  explained  why 
she  was  racing  on  the  sort  of  boat  she  would 
normally  write  off  as  a  'crab  crusher'.  At  least 
Lee  had  the  decency  to  pass  around  the  bag 
of  captured  chocolates  as  we  assembled  in 
the  big  cockpit. 

"This  postponement’s  going  to  be  a 
problem,"  remarked  the  professor  after  we 
had  recounted  our  tactics  of  the  day, 
successful  and  otherwise.  "I’m  the  Santa 
Claus  at  the  yacht  club  Christmas  party  this 
evening,  and  at  1630  sharp  I  have  to  sail  up 
to  the  guest  dock  in  full  regalia,  with  presents 
for  all  the  kids.  My  costume,  the  presents  and 
the  decorations  are  all  on  board,  but  if  they 
don’t  get  the  race  going  soon,  I’m  afraid 
we’ll  have  to  drop  out." 

"They’ll  give  us  the  short  course  when  it’s 
like  this,"  I  assured  him.  "But  how  did  you 
ever  let  them  talk  you  into  being  Santa?" 

"I  wasn’t  nearly  quick  enough  with  a  good 
excuse,"  he  confessed.  "But  I  don’t  really 
mind  doing  this.  My  grandchildren  will  be 
thefe,  and  I  found  some  wonderful  presents 
for  them.  Books  about  pirates,  in  fact.  Heck, 
it’s  worth  re-wrapping  them.  Let  me  show 
you'what  I  found.  .  ." 

We  followed  him  down  into  the  cabin, 
and  he  opened  the  two  presents  —  very 
careful  not  to  tear  any  paper  so  that  the 
wrappings  could  be  re-assembled. 

The  first  one  was  Captain  Abdul’s  Pirate 
School,  by  Colin  McNaugthon.  The  book  fell 
open  to  a  scene  in  which  a  dozen-odd 
children  are  being  taught  counterfeiting, 
cannon-ball  casting,  and  figurehead  carving 
by  a  staff  of  truly  despicable-looking  pir¬ 
ate/instructors.  It  seems  that  the  staff,  I 
discovered  after  skimming  a  few  more  pages, 
has  a  plot  against  the  students.  But  of  course 
thedables  are  turned  and  the  kids  eventually 
get  the  upper  hand  and  make  off  with  the 
pirate  ship.  Hard  to  say  if  it’s  the  kind  of 
reading  material  that  would  really  get  a 
six-year-old  interested  in  sailing,  but  all  the 
grown-ups  who  looked  at  the  book  sure  liked 
it. 

The  other  one  —  The  Ballad  of  The  Pirate 
Queens  by  Jane  Yolen  —  offered  a  more 
artistic  and  romantic  view  of  life  and  death 
on  the  Spanish  Main.  Written  in  verse  and 
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illustrated  by  David  Shannon,  it  portrays  the 
demise  of  two  real  historical  figures,  Anne 
Bonney  and  Mary  Reade,  who  sailed  with 
'Calico  Jack'  on  the  Vanity. 

I  read  out  loud: 


THE  RULES  OF 

I 

1)  Consenting  adults  only,  please.  This 
generally  limits  your  options  to  friends  and 
competitors  who  you  already  have  reason  to 
believe  will  be  up  for  this  fend  adversarial 
activity.  However,  any  vessel  flying  the  skull 
and  crossbones,  especially  on  Opening  Day, 
is  considered  by  many  to  be  a  Target  of 
opportunity’.  * 

2)  Throw  water,  not  rubber.  Shredded 
balloons,  surgical  gloves,  condoms  and 
plastic  bags  really  do  constitute  a  significant 
hazard  to  wildlife. 

3)  Any  vessel  observed  to  voluntarily 
engage  another  boat  is  fair  game  to  a 
third-party  attacker.  Especially  if  they  appear 
to  have  had  the  upper  hand  in  the  last 
skirmish. 

4)  Light  air  and  warm  weather  only. 
Water  battles  are  pointless  if  everyone  is 
already  wet,  or  if  they’re  suited  up  in  fovtlies. 

5)  No  engines!  Jack  Aubry  didn’t  need 
one,  and  you  don’t  either.  This  also  helps  to 
equalize  different  size  boats,  especially  in 
very  light  air.  Paddle  propulsion  is  okay. 

6)  Misleading  signals  come  under  the 
'all’s  fair  in  love  and  war'  category.  Luring  a 
legitimate  target  into  a  vulnerable  position 


Now  one  small  sloop  that  flew  the  black 
was  Rackham’s  Vanity, 

And  it  was  manned  fay  twelve  brave  lads 
Upon  the  roiling  sea. 

When  it  was  far  and  far  from  shore 
Those  twelve  brave  lads  were  ten, 

For  only  on  the  sloop  was  known 
That  two  of  them  weren’t  men.  .  . 

"One  of  my  favorite  pirate  stories,  for 
sure,"  said  Lee,  looking  over  my  shoulder  as 
I  turned  the  pages,  admiring  the  artwork. 
"Except  here,"  she  said  as  she  pointed  to  a 
wonderful  picture  of  Captain  Barnet,  sent  by 
the  British  to  capture  Rackham,  scanning  the 
horizon  with  his  spy-glass.  "The  artist  shows 
Barnet  in  a  Royal  Navy  officer’s  uniform." 

"It  looks  about  right  for  1720,"  said  the 
professor,  interested  in  what  Lee  had  dis¬ 
covered. 

"Barnet  was  a  merchant  captain  given  a 
temporary  naval  assignment.  He  would,  like, 
never  have  been  allowed  to  wear  that 
uniform!" 


"By  jove,  you’re  right!"  said  Lee’s  pro¬ 
fessor,  proud  of  her  pedantry. 

"I’ve  been  reading  up  on  this  stuff  lately,"' 


ENGAGEMENT 

with  false  communications  is  part  of  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  fighting  sail.  Note  that  ’ruse  of  war' 
is  usually  listed  as  one  of  the  approved  justi¬ 
fications  for  flying  otherwise  inappropriate 
national  flags. 

7)  When  a  boat  might  not  be  consenting, 
certain  weapons  may  still  be  used  in  certain 
ways.  The  Super-Soaker,  or  similar  pump- 
pressurized  weapons  that  throw  a  very  small 
volume  of  water  under  high  pressure,  are 
acceptable  within  reason.  The  hit  with  a  very 
thin  stream  of  water  is  a  mere  symbolic 
gesture,  like  a  slap  with  a  glove.  But  the 
syringe-type  'water  cannons'  are  the  ones 
with  real  stopping  power.  Reserve  their  use 
for  serious  battles,  and  never  fire  them  at 
small  children  (unless  they  started  it).  Any 
weapon  may  be  used  at  any  time  for  a  warn¬ 
ing  shot  across  the  bow  of  another  vessel. 

8)  Never  attack  a  boat  in  the  same 
raft-up.  Once  the  lines  are  thrown,  they  are 
'on  your  side’  by  definition. 

9)  Starboard  still  has  right  of  way  over 
port,  leeward  over  windward,  overtaken  over 
overtaking.  Your  insurance  company  will  not 
be  amused  if  there’s  a  crash. 


Lee  admitted.  "I  ran  into  a  book  signing  by 
the  author  of  Under  the  Black  Flag,  a  new 
book  about  pirates,  mostly  dealing  with  the 
Caribbean-based  pirates  in  the  period  from 
1650  to  1725.  These  are  like,  the  'classic' 
pirates  of  literature  and  film.  What  really 
makes  the  book  interesting  is  the  relationship 
between  actual  piracy  and  the  popular  media 
that  portrayed  it.  That’s  given  as  thorough  a 
treatment  as  the  pirates  themselves." 

"Didn’t  that  start  with  Stevenson’s 
Treasure  Island?"  asked  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  big  boat. 

"No  way!"  corrected  Lee.  "The  Successful 
Pirate,  a  hit  play  first  performed  in  1713, 
portrayed  the  pirate  as  the  heroic  outcast  vil¬ 
lain  even  before  the  heyday  of  the  real  pirate 
was  over.  Then  in  1724  the  General  History 
of  the  Pirates  was  a  bestseller;  Lots  of  theater 
and  literature  followed,  but  Treasure  Island 
didn’t  appear  ’til  1881.  Captain  Hook,  which 
was  an  extravagantly  expensive  theatrical 
production,  was  first  performed  in  1904." 

"But  the  popular  media  image  of  the 
pirate,"  said  one  of  their  crew,  "is  just  a 


modern  fabrication,  right?" 

"Actually,  it’s  like  totally  awesome  how 
much  of  that  media  image  is  real.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  they  really  did  fly  the  'Jolly  Roger'  or 
other  form  of  skull  and  crossbones  or  skull 
and  crossed  swords.  Black  flags  and  red  flags 
communicated  different  intentions  during 
action  —  and  my  theory  is,  based  on  how 
important  communication  is  to  the  success  of 
any  naval  action,  that  the  flag  signals  were 
directed  more  at  the  vessel’s  own  crew  than 
at  the  enemy  or  quarry." 

"Interesting  theory,"  said  Lee’s  professor. 

"Marooning  was  real,"  Lee  continued.  "So 
were  missing  limbs  and  eyes,  parrots  as  pets, 
and  even  the  fancy  frock  coats,  feathers  in 
hats,  and  ornate  personal  furnishings  in 
general.  I  mean,  like,  there  really  were 
pirates  who  did  themselves  up  about  like  the 
Disney  version  of  Captain  Hook!  And  then 
there  were  some  infamous  cross-dressers,  in 
addition  to  Bonney  and  Reade.  And  'armed 
to  the  teeth'  was  true  to  history  also." 

"So  it’s  all  true?"  1  asked.  "Did  they  really 
yell  'arrgh!'  when  they  attacked? 

"Don’t  know  about  that.  But  two  things 
that  don’t  seem  to  have  any  historical  basis 
at  all  are  treasure  maps  and  walking  the 
plank.  Those  are  like  totally  fake." 

"And  a  lucky  thing  for  you,"  said  another 
crew,  referring  to  my  recent  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  Captain  Helm. 

Lee  continued  to  discuss  pirate  literature, 
and  what  was  real  and  what  was  made  up 
about  the  characters  therein:  Long  John 
Silver,  Captain  Blood,  the  Pirates  of 
Penzance. 

"Lee,  why  this  sudden  interest  in  nautical 
fiction?"  I  asked. 

"1  don’t  know,  Max,"  she  answered  wist¬ 
fully.  "Nautical  fiction  —  especially  the 
characters  —  somehow  appeal  to  me." 

T 

1  hat’s  when  we  heard  the  race  com¬ 
mittee’s  signal  gun.  We  jumped  out  on  deck 
to  see  a  solid  wind  line  approaching  from  the 
west.  The  postponement  was  over. 

A  minute  later  our  mainsail  was  up  and 
lines  were  being  cast  off. 

But  while  Lee  was  talking  about  pirates, 
my  crew  had  been  at  work  doing  something 
about  them.  Our  water  cannon  were  loaded 
and  ready,  hidden  behind  our  coamings.  A 
second  after  the  lines  were  clear  we  fired  at 
point-blank  range.  It  was  worth  the  goodies 
we  had  lost  to  see  Lee’s  face  when  she  real¬ 
ized  that  every  last  one  of  their  buckets  and 
bailers  had  somehow  found  its  way  into  my 
cockpit! 

—  'mad  dog'  ebb 
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Highly  Skilled  Workers 
Fiberglass  Repair 

•  Blister  Jobs 

•  Bottom  Jobs 

•  30  Ton  Lift 


Call  for 
a  quote 
today! 
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Engine 

Service 

For  engine 
service 

you  can  trust. 


•  Repair  •  Repower  •  Sales  •  Service 
Parts  •  Rebuilt  Engines  •  Generators 


Perkins 


ISUZU 


Authdrized  Dealers 


VOLVO 

DIESELS 


Rj  BRITISH 
Ail  MARINE 


#9  Embarcadero  Cove 


Oakland,  CA  94606 

(800)  400-2757 


(510)  534-2757 


Conveniently  located  on  the  Oakland  Estuary  -  2  blocks  from  West  Marine 
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The  Cap  n:  Y< 
To  Navigation. . . 
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Computerized 

American 
Practical 
Navigator 


Relax  and  enjoy  your  cruise,  let  The  Cap'n  do  all  the  work.  Whether  it's  celestial  navigation...voyage 
planning...tides  and  currents...or  even  plotting  on  the  new  electronic  full  color  N0AA  charts,  The  Cap'n  can  handle  it  in 
stride.  Cruising  just  got  easier  and  safer.  The  Cap'n  prints  out  everything,  including  your  charts,  for  quick  reference.  Now 
you  can  plan  your  escape  for  today,  or  next  year  with  confidence  when  you  have  The  Cap'n  on  board.  Thousands  of  voy¬ 
agers  and  professionals  world  wide  already  depend  on  The  Cap'n ...  Shouldn't  you? 

Hook  a  computer  to  your  GPS  or  loran  and  see  your  boat's  position  on  any  electronic  chart.  Interface  to  your  autopilot  and 
let  The  Cap'n  steer.  All  that's  left  for  you  to  do  is  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  ride. 

Sign-on  the  Cap'n  today:  _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Electronic 
Charting 
System  for 
Windows™ 

INCLUDES:  Perpetual  tides  and  currents, 
complete  celestial,  voyage  planning,  pro¬ 
fessional  logging,  inventory  and  mainte¬ 
nance,  compass  calibration,  NMEA  0183 
GPS/Autopilot  Interface. 

NOAA  &  Maptech  digital  charts  on 
regional  CD-ROM  &  3.5“  disks  are  avail¬ 
able  directly  from  us  for  your  voyage 
planning  ease. 

OPTIONS:  Complete  Light  Lists,  World  Port 
Index,  Chartfinder,  ICW  Routing,  Instrument 
Interface,  Graphic  Tides  and  Currents,  over 
650  pre-planned  East  Coast  voyages,  plus 
Weather  Fax  &  NavText. 
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First  Class  Technical  Support 
50  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee 


Order  today  or  call  for  our  free  brochure 

1-800-637-4020 

Oui.id,  U.S.:  (207)  942-4751  •  F..:  (207)  941-1672 


Nautical  Technologies,  Ltd. 

217  Burleigh  Road,  Bangor,  Maine  04401 


Do  Your  Own  Sails  &  Canvas 
NEW  1996  Sailrite  Catalog 


Hundreds  of  new  products,  helpful 
information,  competitive  prices. 
Call  now  for  your  FREE  copy 

1-800-348-2769 


Sails  /  Kits  /  Fabrics  /  Sailmaker’s  Hardware 
Rigging  Supplies  /  Tools  /  Instructions 
Sewing  Machines  &  Supplies.... 

Sailrite  / 

305  W  VanBuren  St..  Columbia  City.  IN  46725 
Ph  219-244-6715  •  Fax  219-244-4184  •  Tollfree  800-348-2769 
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Get  Broad  Homeowner  Protection 

“Your  Quartermaster®  coverage 
is  wonderful.  It  was  a  pleasant 
surprise  to  team  that  you  covered 
the  loss  of  valuable  jewelry  stolen 
from  us  in  a  hotel  room''  / 

Lila  and  Ken  Draper,  Seattle, 

WA 

YACHT  INSURANCE: 

EXCLUSIVELY  FOR 
LIVEABOARDS 

Only  the  Quartermaster® 

Liveaboard  Yacht  Policy  - 
a  policy  designed  by  live- 
aboards  for  liveaboards  - 
combines  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  coverage  and  features  of  a  standard  yacht  policy  with 
broad  homeowner  protection,  including: 

•  Comprehensive  Personal  Liability 

•  Personal  Property  Coverage  including  property  in  storage 

•  Loss  of  Use  Protection 

•  Countrywide  network  bf  claim  adjusters  &  surveyors 

For  more  information  call 

1-800-869-2248 

Offered  through 


520  Pike  Street  20th  Floor 
Seattle,  WA  98101-4095 


or  206-447-0489 


Acordia/Pettit-Morry 
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"As  we  say  in  the  sewer,  if  you’re  not 
prepared  to  go  all  the  way,  don’t  put  your 
boots  on  in  the  first  place." 

—  Ed  Norton,  "The  Honeymooners" 


w, 


elcome  back  to  the  second  instal¬ 
lment  of  1996  season  champiqns,  wherein 
we’ll  meet  this  year’s  crop  of  keelboat  one 
design  winners.  These  are  the  guys  who  put 
on  their  boots,  got  down  and  dirty  in  some  of 
the  toughest  racing  on  San  Francisco  Bay, 
and  went  'all  the  way'  to  emerge  on  top  of 
their  peer  groups.  Hurray  for  them! 

"Both  nationally  and  locally,  one  design  is 
the  way  to  go,"  claimed  One  Design  Class 
Association  (ODCA)  president  Jack  East- 
erday,  whose  mug  shot  appears  shortly  for 
winning  the  Olson  30  class.  "lD-48s,  Corel 
45s,  Mumm  36s,  Mumm  30s.  .  .  the  trend  is 
all  towards  one  design.  Instant  knowledge 
and  gratification  of  where  you  stack  up  with 
the  fleet  sure  beats  arguing  about  ratings!" 

In  the  following  pages,  we’ll  introduce  27 
different  one  design  champs:  the  winners  of 
the  19  ODCA  classes,  as  well  as  two  ll:Met- 
re  winners  (due  to  an  unbreakable  tie)  and 
the  winners  of  six  other  prominent  local 
classes,  the  Cal  2-27s,  Etchells,  Express  27s, 
J/24s,  J/35s  and  Melges  24s.  All  of  the  latter 
classes  are  members  of  YRA,  but  have  de¬ 


vised  their  own  schedules  outside  of  ODCA. 
In  most  cases,  these  'splinter'  groups  are 
stronger  than  the  average  ODCA  class,  both 
numerically  and  in  terms  of  sailing  talent. 

As  far  as  ODCA  goes,  the  statistics  look 
pretty  grim:  entries  declined  from  240  boats 
in  ’94,  to  214  in  ’95  to  just  157  this  year. 
The  number  of  qualifiers  (i.e.,  boats  doing  at 
least  half  the  races)  has  dropped  correspond¬ 
ingly  from  174  in  ’94,  to  157  in  ’95  to  123 
this  past  summer.  The  number  of  classes  in 
ODCA  has  also  steadily  declined  over  the 
same  period,  from  27  to  23  to  19  this 
summer.  Of  course,  as  mentioned,  some  of 
those  missing  classes  are  alive  and  well  and 
enjoying  their  personalized  venues. 

Next  summer,  only  17  classes  will  sail  in 
ODCA,  as  the  Islander  28s  and  Islander  Ba¬ 
hama  24s  have  been  dropped  off  the  dance 
card  for  not  fielding  the  requisite  five 
qualifiers  for  several  years  in  a  row.  The 
remains  of  the  Islander  28  fleet  will  fold  into 
the  198-Raters,  while  the  IB-24s  will  be 
invited  to  sail  in  HDA-M  next  year.  A  third 
class,  the  J/105s,  also  failed  to  come  up  with 
five  qualifiers,  but  will  remain  in  ODCA 
because  the  class  is  still  relatively  new  and 
growing. 


"We’re  shrinking  down  to  a  good  solid 
core  group,"  claimed  Easterday.  "We’ll  hold 
our  own  from  here,  and  maybe  even  pick  up 
some  of  the  'renegade'  classes  again,  such  as 
the  Express  27s.  Things  are  actually  a  lot 
better  than  the  numbers  indicate." 

Improvements  to  ODCA  for  ’97  will  in¬ 
clude  adding  another  Treasure  Island  venue 
(inflatable  marks  in  the  flat  water  east  of  the 
island) ,  joining  OYRA  for  the  Bay-0  Race  (a 
little  taste  of  ocean  sailing  for  some  classes), 
and  two  new  apres-race  ODCA  parties,  one 
on  May  31  at  Golden  Gate  YC,  and  the 
other  on  August  9  at  Treasure  Island  YC. 
"Call  me  if  you’d  like  to  hear  the  whole 
ODCA  story,  or  if  you  have  any  suggestions," 
said  Jack,  who  can  be  reached  at  (510)  521- 
9223  (days).  If  you  want  to  reach  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  independent  one  design 
classes,  call  YRA  at  (415)  771-9500  to  get 
pointed  in  the  right  direction. 

On  that  note,  let’s  meet  the  1996  one 
design  winners,  an  eclectic  group  presented 
alphabetically  by  boat  type.  Congratulations 
to  everyone  —  even  those  of  you  who  put 
your  boots  on,  but  didn’t  quite  make  it  'out 
of  the  sewer',  so  to  speak.  Perseverance,  as 
Ed  Norton  knows,  is  the  key  —  keep  slogging 
away  and,  who  knows,  maybe  your  picture 
will  appear  in  these  pages  next  year. 

—  latitude/rkm 
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Ariel  —  Pathfinder 

Ed  &  Lisa  Ekers,  Santa  Cruz  YC 

CREW:  Gary  Davis. 

COMMENTS:  Ekers,  who  recently  retired 
as  Santa  Cruz’s  fire  chief,  beat  the  fleet  in  his 
second  try.  The  Ariel  class  is  coming  back 
strong  after  bottoming  out  last  year. 

QUOTE:  "Thanks  to  my  exceptional  crew, 
and  to  my  mentor/boat  partner  Ernie  Ride¬ 
out,  one  of  the  original  'Boys  of  Summer'. 
He’s  been  sailing  for  over  60  years  now  — 
thank  you,  Ernie,  for  all  you’ve  taught  me." 

2)  Jubilee,  Don  Morrison,  RYC;  3)  Solidar,  Jerry 
Brown,  AYC.  (8  entered;  7  qualified) 


Cal  2-27  —  Alliance 
Foster  (left)  &  Conley,  Richmond  YC 

CREW:  Whit  Conley  and  Mark  Foster, 
son  Eric  Foster,  Jon  Daseking,  Bob  Spear. 

COMMENTS:  The  Cal  2-27s  sailed  a  mel¬ 
low  8-race,  non-spinnaker  series  out  of 
Tiburon  YC  this  summer.  Whit,  a  stock 
broker  exec,  and  Mark,  an  entrepreur,  scor¬ 
ed  five  firsts  en  route  to  their  fourth  title. 

QUOTE:  "Enjoyable  racing  followed  by 
some  great  barbecues —  an  excellent  alter¬ 
native  to  the  traditional  ODCA  format!" 

2)  Splash,  Don  Walder,  TYC;  3)  Breezin’,  Gerry 
Fults,  TYC.  (8  active  boats) 


Cal  29  —  Boog-A-Loo 

Nancy  Rogers,  San  Francisco  YC 

CREW:  Regular  crew  Julia  Yost  and  Bill 
McDonald,  as  well  as  Frances  Barber  and 
Steve  Rogers  "when  we  can  get  them." 

COMMENTS:  Rogers  has  been  sailing  55 
years,  including  the  last  22  on  Boog-A-Loo. 
This  was  her  second  Cal  29  title.  A  self- 
described  'playgirl',  Nancy  also  enjoys  skiing, 
tennis,  and  speedboating  on  Lake  Tahoe! 

QUOTE:  "Of  course  we’ll  be  back  next 
year!  Why  stop  now?" 

2)  Cognac,  Don  Jenkins,  BYC;  3)  Serendipity, 
Thomas  Bruce,  RYC.  (6  entered;  6  qualified) 


I.R.S. 

Tax  Deduction 


WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 

Donate  your  vehicle, 

RV  or  boat  in  any  condition, 
v  running  or  not. 

FREE  TOWING! 

INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN 
SERVICES 

needs  your  help  to  continue  to 
feed  and  shelter  homeless 
children  and  their  families 
year-round.  Get  Blue  Book 
value  for  your  vehicle,  running 
or  not.  Make  a  difference  in 
these  children’s  lives  by 
donating  your  vehicle. 

A  little  charity  goes  a  long  way! 

1-800-41 4-HAUL 

Thank  you  for  your  support!  (4285) 


HANSEN  RIGGING 

2307  BiancUng,  Suite  H,  Alameda  CA  94501 

- (510)  521-7027 - 
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Catalina  30  —  Tres  Shay 
John  Jacobs,  Island  YC 

CREW:  Erin  Block,  Dale  Carlson,  Bob 
Clevenger,  Chip  Fussell,  Bob  Gibbs,  Deb 
Argawal,  Darin  Ehlers,  C.  DeSchepper. 

COMMENTS:  This  is  the  third  consec¬ 
utive  title  for  Jacobs,  a  retired  association 
executive  who  previously  stomped  on  the 
Challenger  and  Catalina  27  fleets. 

QUOTE:  "Thanks  to  my  great  crew!  FYI, 
my  91 -year-old  mother-in-law  is  an  avid 
reader  of  Latitude !"  fed.  note  —  very  cool!) 

2)  Lochan  Ora,  Harwood/Aye,  CaISC;  3)  Mona 
Too,  David  Halaby,  BYC.  (8  entered;  7  qualified) 


Columbia  Challenger  —  Gunga  Din 
Jan  Grygier,  Cal  SC 

CREW:  Witek  Hruzewicz,  Eric  Michel, 
Patti  Boucher,  Ernie  Adams,  Brian  Recht. 

COMMENTS:  Grygier,  a  hydrologist,  took 
his  second  title  in  three  attempts.  The 
Challengers  are  still  racing  after  all  these 
years  —  they’re  even  going  hi-tech!  Check 
their  web  site  soon  (link  from  YRA  page). 

QUOTE:  "Show  up  for  all  the  races,  have 
consistent  crew  and  treat  them  well.  Of 
course,  good  starts  help,  too!" 

2)  Freebird,  Laim  O’Flaherty,  CaISC;  3)  Mur¬ 
phy’s  Law,  Bill  Murphy,  CalSC.  (6  ervt.;  5  qualified) 


ll:Metre  —  Blue  Dog 
Wells  (left)  &  Sporl,  StFYC 

CREW:  Owner  Ed  Sporl,  driver  Tim 
Wells,  Mike  Vare,  Steve  Marsh,  Gabrielle 
Hearn,  Jason  McCormick,  Jay  Lambiotte, 
and  Bruce  Remail. 

COMMENTS:  This  duo,  who  work  toget¬ 
her  as  money  managers,  ended  in  an  un¬ 
breakable  tie  with  perennial  champ  Ronstan. 

QUOTE:  "No  mercy  next  year!  Look  for 
the  Blue  Dog  team  to  do  well  at  the  ’97 
Worlds  in  Oslo!” 

2)  (not  awarded);  3)  Pier  23,  Mik&  Hogan  Beatie, 
StFYC.  (10  active  boats) 


ARTIST  JIM  DEWITT 

1  -800-758-4291 

•  Limited  edition  prints 

•  Posters 

•  Custom  prints,  mugs,  shirts  and  cards 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  IDEA! 


COMMISSION  AN  ORIGINAL 
BY  JIM  DEWITT 


DeWitt  Studio 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  #200 
Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 
Phone:(510)232-4291  •  Fax:(510)234-0568 
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1 1  :Metre  —  Ronstan 
Mike  Ratiani,  St.  Francis  YC 

CREW:  Ted  Hynes,  Craig  Colwell,  Skip 
Pierce,  Paul  Bannister,  Alan  Prussia,  Dave 
Kresge,  Will  Sharron,  John  Callahan,  Susu 
Wittenberg,  Alex  Peoples,  Dave  MacEwen, 
Shannon  McKown,  Reagan  Hudgens,  Peter 
Lasseter,  and  Jay  Lambiotte. 

COMMENTS:  ll:Metres  are  holding  on 
locally,  while  growing  well  internationally. 
Their  Worlds  will  come  here  in  ’98  or  ’99. 

QUOTE:  "Hi,  Alistair!  We  miss  you!” 

2)  (not  awarded);  3)  Pier  23,  Mik  &  Hogan  Beatie, 
StFYC.  (10  active  boats) 


Etchells  —  Mr.  Natural 
Bill  Barton,  San  Francisco  YC 

CREW:  Mike  Erlin,  Eric  Baumhoff,  Steve 
Fentress  and  "various  others." 

COMMENTS:  This  is  the'  fifth  local  title 
for  Barton,  a  stress-management  psycholo¬ 
gist.  A  highlight  of  his  summer  was  crewing 
for  a  friend  in  the  Etchells  Worlds  in 
England,  coming  in  fifth  out  of  65  boats! 

QUOTE:  "Our  class  is  still  alive  and  well. 
With  the  NAs  coming"  here  in  ’98,  look  for 
the  pace  to  start  picking  up  next  year." 

2)  600,  Easom/Mohn,  SFYC;  3)  Celebration, 
Fischer/Morss,  StFYC.  (17  entered;  10  active) 


Express  27  —  Flying  Circus 
Ryley  (left)  &  Hodges,  Santa  Cruz  YC 

CREW:  Gene  Ryley  (owner),  Doug  and 
Dave  Hodges  (driver),  Bren  Meyer,  Mike 
Schaumburg,  and  Whitney  Gilmour. 

COMMENTS:  Ryley,  an  electrical  con¬ 
tractor,  also  won  the  Nationals  this  year.  This 
tightly-knit  crew  has  chartered  half  of  the  SC 
70  Mirage  for  January’s  PV  Race. 

QUOTE:  "We’ve  been  at  it  for  years  now, 
and  know  the  boat  really  well.  We’ve  all 
become  close  friends  in  the  process." 

2)  Sonita,  Page/Melbostad,  SFYC;  3)  Bessie 
Jay,  Brad  Whitaker,  StFYC.  (17  active  boats) 


Berkeley 
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" Gateway  to  the  Golden  Gate  " 
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•  3  Great  Restaurants 
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•  Sport  Fishing  Charters 

•  Chandlery  &  Yacht  Club 

•  Fuel  Dock  &  Boatyard 
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•  Beautiful  Park  Setting 

Berkeley  Marina 

201  University  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 

(510)  644-6376 
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Express  37  —  Re-Quest 
Glenn  Isaacson,  San  Francisco  YC 

CREW:  Liz  Baylis  (tactician),  Lance 
Vaughn,  Carl  Friberg,  Joss  Wilson,  Mike 
Hammarstedt,  Tod  Hedin,  Bob  Daniels,  and 
Daman  Harvey.  / 

COMMENTS:  Isaacson,  a  real  estate  dev¬ 
eloper  and  the  godfather  of  the  E-37  class, 
has  now  won  three  season  titles. 

QUOTE:  "We  won  because  of  our  tal¬ 
ented  crew,  not  to  mention  my  wife  Gaby’s 
untiring  attention  to  shoreside  details." 

2)  Bliss,  Mike  Grisham,  NoYC;  3)  Spindrift  V, 
The  Wrights,  RYC.  (8  entered;  6  qualified) 


Hawkfarm  —  Notorious 
James  Hirano,  SSS 

CREW:  Paul  Germain,  Kanus  Ulrichs, 
Jim  Moon,  Dave  Alderman,  Burton  Alpert. 

COMMENTS:  Hirano,  a  fireman,  prev¬ 
iously  won  in  ’93  and  ’94.  He’s  been  cam¬ 
paigning  Notorious  for  13  years  now. 

QUOTE:  "Thanks  to  my  crew  for  staying 
hungry,  especially  after  gutting  ourselves 
during  the  Nationals.  We  never  lost  our 
sense  of  humor,  even  when  we  laughed  bet¬ 
ween  clenched  teeth!" 

2)  Predator,  Wheeler/Seifers,  RYC;  3)  Night- 
hawk,  John  Siegel,  SCYC.  (7  entered*  7  qualified) 


Islander  Bahama  24  —  Goose 
Bud  Cohen,  Golden  Gate  YC 

CREW:  Roland  Breuner,  Dean  Grove, 
and  Lady  Denise  Muldoon. 

COMMENTS:  Cohen,  a  semi-retired 
speech  writer  and  newspaper  reporter,  won 
for  the  first  time  over  perennial  champ 
Constellation.  The  boats  match-raced  every 
time,  and  finished  overlapped  in  three  races! 

QUOTE:  "This  year  I  stopped  making 
stupid  mistakes  and  let  the  boat  sail  itself! 
I’m  out  to  make  it  two  in  a  row  next  year." 

2)  Constellation,  John  Lincoln,  SCC;  3)  Warm 
Boot,  John  Colley,  GGYC.  (5  entered;  3  qualified) 


McGinnis  insurance 


Serving  the  West  Coast  since  1972 
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Best  Customer  Service 
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Yacht  Insurance 
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Islander  28  —  Challenge 
Jones  (left)  &  Schoen,  Sausalito  YC 

CREW:  Virginia  Jones  (owner),  Betsy  and 
Peter  Schoen  (drivter),  Randy  Hayashi,  Roe 
Patterson,  John  Hudson,  Jeanette  Arita. 

COMMENTS:  This  makes  four  in  a  row 
for  'Mom  and  the  kids'.  .  .  but  the  ailing  1-28 
class  finally  cratered  this  year.  Happily,  it  will 
merge  with  the  198-raters  next  season. 

QUOTE:  "We  can’t  wait  to  mix  it  up  with 
the  198-raters!  It’ll  be  great  to  race  against  a 
dozen  boats  instead  of  just  two  others!" 

2)  Silent  Movee,  Pat  Fryer,  SRYC;  3)  Sagitta, 
Walt  George,  CPYC.  (3  entered;  3  qualified) 


Islander  36  —  V/lndwalker 
Shoenhair  (left)  &  Gilliom,  Island  YC 

CREW:  Laura  Demmons,  Matt  Hebb,  Jeff 
Hornung,  Tim  Duffy,  Steve  Ward,  and  Sally 
Warren.  '■ 

COMMENTS:  Driver  Richard  Shoenhair 
and  tactician  Greg  Gilliom,  both  software 
engineering  managers,  won  for  the  fifth  time . 

QUOTE:  "It’s  great  to  return  to  the 
championship  ranks  after  a  one-year  hiatus. 
These  are  great  boats  for  the  Bay,  and  it’s  a 
really  friendly  class  —  come  join  us!" 

2)  Altair,  Michael  Bowes,  OPYC;  3)  Block¬ 
buster,  Bruce  Block,  SFYC.  (5  entered;  5  qualified) 


J/24  —  Cool  Breeze 
Nazzal  (l)/Pugh  (r)/Perkins,  StFYC 

CREW:  Co-owners  Don  Nazzal  and  Steve 
Pugh,  driver  Phil  Perkins,  Jon  Perkins,  John 
Crimaldi,  Ken  Glidewell. 

COMMENTS:  After  11  regattas  and  45 
races,  Cool  Breeze  emerged  on  top  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row.  The  ’97  J/24  NAs  are 
on  the  Bay,  as  are  the  '98  J/24  Worlds. 

QUOTE:  "We’re  the  largest,  most  active 
keelboat  class  on  the  Bay.  It’s  just  going  to 
get  better  over  the  next  few  years!" 

2)  Grinder,  Jeff  Littfin,  StFYC;  3)  Air,  Tim  Duffy/ 
Susie  Gregory,  STYC.  (16  active  boats) 


Alameda  Prop  &  Machine 

at  the  Grand  Marina  Marine  Center 

(510)522-7899  ( 800)774-7899 


Call  and  ask  about  our  winter  rates  and  schedule... 


HSIAHP  YACHT  ClUIK 


MEMBERSHIP  OFFER 

Join  now  and  get  the  balance  of  '96  for  FREE 
plus  initiation  fees  are  waived.  For  only  $200/year 
you  can  be  a  member  of  Island  Yacht  Club. 
(Payment  plans  available.) 

For  more  information  contact  Rich  Ahlf 

(510)  672-2514 

Thank  You! 

The  members  of  Island  Yacht  Club  want 
to  thank  everyone  who  joined  us  in  1996 
for  IYC  sponsored  events.  We  had  a 
great  time,  hope  you  did  too,  and  we 
look  forward  to  sailing  with  you  in  1997. 

\ _ I _ ) 


Located  in  beautiful  downtown  Alameda's 
Alameda  Marina  •  1835  Clement  Avenue 

(510)  521-2980 
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J/29  —  Advantage  II 
Pat  Benedict,  Diablo  SC 

CREW:  Will  Benedict  (son/co-driver), 
Steve  Farrell,  Paul  Dietrich,  Simon  Bell, 
Marshall  Stine,  Allen  Winslow,  Nathan  Daily. 

COMMENTS:  This  is  the  fourth  J/29  title 
for  Pat,  an  auto  sales  manager,  and  Will,  a 
sailmaker  at  UK.  This  is  one  of  the  busier 
ODCA  classes  —  30  starts  over  18  race  days! 

QUOTE:  "Our  winning  combination:  great 
crew,  Anchor  Steam,  chocolate  chip  cookies, 
one  new  sail  a  year,  and  start  every  race!" 

2)  Wave  Dancer,  Richard  Leevey,  CaISC;  3) 
Aqua  Boogie,  The  Hollands,  NoYC.  (7  ent,;  6  qual.) 


J/105  — Aquavit 

Giselle  &  Thomas  Sponholtz,  StFYC 

CREW:  Seamus  Wilmot,  Aimee  LeRoy, 
John  O’Neill,  Susie  Gregory,  Stefanie 
Reichel,  Peter  Winter,  Manon  Settlemier. 

COMMENTS:  Sponholtz,  a  Danish-born 
investment  banker,  dominated  this  class  in 
winning  his  first  title.  He  also  came  in  third  at 
the  J/105  Nationals  back  in  Annapolis. 

QUOTE:  "We’re  a  happy  crew.  Drinking 
aquavit  between  races  may  have  something 
to  do  with  this.  .  . " 

2)  Thrasher,  Steve  Podell,  StFYC;  3)  Limelight, 
Harry  Blake,  StFYC.  (4  entered;  3  qualified) 


J/35  —  Major  Damage 

Wilson/Perkins  Syndicate,  StFYC 

CREW:  Dave  Wilson,  Sr.  and  Jr.  (above) 
and  Chris  Perkins,  with  Phil  and  Jon  Perkins, 
Daren  Ward,  John  Crimaldi,  Matt  Ciesicki, 
Graham  Greene,  Brooke  Hally,  Leslie  Nerel- 
Ji,  Scot  Glover,  Ken  Glidewell,  Pete  Scott. 

COMMENTS:  Check  out  their  web  site  at 
http://www.majordamage.holowww.com. 

QUOTE:  "J/35s  are  the  best  racer/  cruis¬ 
ers  around.  Maybe  we’d  go  cruising  if  our  in¬ 
terior  didn’t  smell  like  a  locker  room." 

2)  Kiri,  Bob  George,  RYC;  3)  Jarlen,  Bob  Bloom, 
SYC.  (8  entered;  6  qualified) 
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Algae-X  Fuel 
Decontamination 
Units 

No  clogged  filters  or  tank  cleaning 
Increased  engine,  injector  &  pump  life 
Less  engine  maintenance  &  downtime 
Engines  run  better,  smoke  less 
Improved  safety  &  reliability 
Eliminates  toxic  biocides 
Easy  installation 


Magica  Rust 
Remover 

Removes  rust 
ike  magic! 


The  Best  Wax 
on  the  Water 


The  source  for  marine  safety 
and  survival  equipment. 

Stocking  MoM8  •  MoM9 
Inflatable  Tech  Vest 
Heaving  Lines  •  Techfloat 


Solargizer 

Battery 

Maintenance 

System 


The  sulfation  process  is  a  natural  by-product  of 
battery  operation.  Sooner  or  later  -  usually 
sooner  -  it  will  kill  your  battery. . .  Pulse  Technol¬ 
ogy  is  the  only  patented  product  in  the  world  that 
eliminates  sulfation  and  revitalizes  your  battery. 


ow  prices  continue  thru  Dec.  31 

inquiries  welcome 


(800)  926-5600 


OWL  HARBOR 
MARINA 

THE  FRIENDLY 
MARINA 

1.  Half  price  for  Hie  first 
month! 

2.  Sign  a  one  year  lease: 
get  the  1 2,h  month  free! 

3.  Prepay  one  year: 

1  Ilk  A  1  O'h  mnnlk  (roo! 


£  25'  inside  ties  @  $3  per  foot 

ct  30'  to  50'  deep  draft  berths  @  $4  per  foot 

&  Covered  berths  @  $5  per  foot 


£  RV  Spaces  £  Camping  cfc 
ct  Showers  cfc  Laundry  £  Warfield  Sail  Loft  £ 
cfc  Dry  and  Often  Storage  $  20  Acres  $ 
t  Sailboat  and  Powerboat  Club  Cruises  Welcome  t 


Located  across  from  Bruno's  Island  on  Seven  Mile 
Slough,  close  to  Rio  Vista  and  historic  Isleton 

Harbormasters:  Frank  and  Rhenae  Dietrich 

1  ■800-483-9992  or  1-916-777-6055 


1550  W.  TWITCHELL  ISLAND  RD  •  ISLETON,  CA  95641 

■■■■■■■HnmaaHaanmaaHaaamnnasmanmaaHHaanaaamiHMaaamaaaa 


/ 
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Melges  24  —  Mary  Don’t  Surf 
Williams  (above)  &  Eastham,  StFYC 

CREW:  Mark  Youngblood,  Jeff  McDon¬ 
ald,  and  Rick  Papa. 

COMMENTS:  Mark  Eastham,  literally  a 
brain  surgeon,  and  Hans  Williams,  a  con¬ 
tractor,  won  their  first  season  title.  They 
sailed  in  the  tougher  'open'  division;  Alision 
Dimick’s  Sutfeit  took  the  'owner/driver'  class. 

QUOTE:  "We  were  like  the  Boston  Red 
Sox  this  summer  —  strong  start,  followed  by 
a  slow  fade.  But  we  hung  on  to  win." 

2)  Sea  Monster,  John  Oldham,  StFYC;  3)  Twist 
&  Shout,  Jessica  Lord,  StFYC.  (15  boats) 


Newport  30  —  Mariner 

Bruce  Darby,  San  Francisco  YC 

CREW:  PeterGibson,  MarkMalachowski, 
Larry  and  Spike  Fogelquist,  Peter  Winder, 
Mac  Cranford,  Jeremy  Miller,  and  Steve 
Campodonico. 

COMMENTS:  Darby,  a  retired  executive 
who  now  teaches  sailing  at  OCSC,  has  sailed 
22  consecutive  YRA  seasons!  Previbusly, 
he’s  won  seven  titles  in  three  other  classes. 

QUOTE:  "Patience,  persistence,  prep¬ 
aredness  —  and  an  outstanding  crew!'* 

2)  Harry,  Dick  Aronoff,  StFYC;  3)  Hot  Chocolate, 
Don  &  ML  Oliver,  BYC.  (6  entered;  6  qualified) 


Olson  25  —  Three  Ring  Circus 
Dave  McMurtry,  Benicia  YC 

CREW:  Richard  Beauregard,  Mike  and 
Phil  Maggart,  Larry  Smith,  Ken  Van  Storey. 

COMMENTS:  McMurtry,  an  environmen¬ 
tal  manager,  won  for  his  first  time  against  a 
smaller  than  usual  fleet.  He  commutes  Circus 
25  miles  each  way  from  Benicia  for  ODCA 
races  —  talk  about  dedication! 

QUOTE:  "I  saw  too  many  sunrises  from 
the  boat  this  summer  —  but  all  that  extra 
time  aboard  seemed  to  have  paid  off!" 

2)  Barking  Dog,  Jeffrey  Kroeber,  GGYC;  3) 
Alchemy,  Joe  Kitterman,  Sr.,  SYC.  (8  ent.;  7  qual.) 


Superb  Boat  Canvas 


A  Family  Tradition 

6^°'a<k 

%0  33V* 
Since  1969 


G.  Gianola  &  Sons,  Inc. 

400  Harbor  Drive, Sausalito,  CA 

415-332-3339 
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Olson  30  —  Jack’s  Back 
Scott  &  Jack  Easterday,  Encinal  YC 

CREW:  Chris  Sheppard,  Karri  Johnson, 
Renee  Wilmeth,  Ed  Wessley,  Ed  Vitrano, 
Casey  Watson,  and  11 -year-old  son  Scott 
Easterday.  / 

COMMENTS:  Easterday,  an  entrepren¬ 
eur,  previously  won  in  ’93.  The  boat  sported 
a  new  name  this  year,  and  different  graphics 
for  each  race.  For  more  info,  see  their  web 
site:  http://www.  winterlan.net/vmi/O30/. 

QUOTE:  "This  one’s  for  Todd." 

2)  Zephyros,  Kim  Dincell,  Cal  Maritime  Acad.;  3) 
Hoot,  Andy  Macfie,  RYC.  (11  entered;  9  qualified) 


Ranger  23  —  Impossible 
Gary  Kneeland,  Sausalito  YC 

CREW:  Dave  Siegert,  Jay  Halberg,  The 
Doyles,  Laureen  Npvak,  Cindy  Surdez,  Jam¬ 
ie  Bill,  Fiona  Rogerson,  Liam  O’Flaherty, 
Jillian  Thomas  (inspirational  support). 

COMMENTS:  Kneeland,  an  architect  in 
Sonoma,  won  for  the  third  time.  This  spring, 
he  ran  in  the  100th  Boston  Marathon! 

QUOTE:  "By  far,  the  highlight  of  the  year 
was  the  birth  of  our  first  son,  Sean  Thomas 
Kneeland,  on  November  1." 

2)  Kinship,  Ken  Frost,  Jr.,  SFYC  ;3)  Blitzen,  The 
Polkoblas,  StFYC.  (7  entered;  5  qualified) 


ONE  DESIGN 


198  Raters  —  MyToy,  Ranger  26 
David  Adams,  Treasure  Island  YC 

CREW:  Wife  Barbara  Adams,  Roger  An¬ 
derson,  Jim  Breitlow,  Ward  Burns,  Ben  Cas- 
teneda,  and  John  Harrison. 

COMMENTS:  Adams,  a  retired  Army  of¬ 
ficer  and  civil  engineer,  has  won  7  of  the 
past  16  seasons.  This  year’s  198-rater  class 
was  the  toughest  ever,  with  the  top  three 
places  being  decided  in  the  final  race. 

QUOTE:  "Our  team  has  been  together  for 
years,  which  is  the  key  to  our  success." 

2)  Toots,  T’Bird,  Mike  Willin,  GGYC;  3)  Freya, 
Cat.  27,  Nelson/Van  Kirk,  RYC.  (14  ent.;  12  qual.) 


: 


•  World  Wide  One-Design  Racing 

•  Simple,  Fast,  Exciting  •  Trailerable 

•  Ramp  Launchable  or  Hoist  Launch 

•  Club  Racing  Nation  Wide 

•  Strong,  Stiff  and  Built  to  Last! 

•  Factory  Direct  Low  Pricing 
Retractable  Keels  •  Carbon  Fiber  Rigs 

•  Low  Custom  Melges  Trailers 

•  Day  Sailing/Racing 

•  Self  Sufficient  -  No  Marinas 

or  Moorings  Needed! 

•  Highest  Ouality  Product 

•  Turn  Key  Ready  to  Sail 
From  The  Zenda,  Wl  Facility 

•  Customer  Service  #1 


Call  Melges  Performance  Sailboats 
For  Further  Information! 

-  Product  Literature  -  1997  Factory  Direct  Prices 
-  Class  Racing  Information  -  Videos 
-  Racing  Schedule 


Melges  24 


Melges  30 


PHONE:  414.275.1110  FAX:  414.275.8012 
'  e-mail:  hmelges3@aol.com 

WEST  COAST:  800.609.31 24  e-mail:  hutchsport@sisna.com 
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Santana  22  —  Phoenix 
John  Skinner,  Richmond  YC 

CREW:  Steve  Miller,  John  Selbach  and 
wife  Rina  Skinner? 

COMMENTS:  Skinner,  a  civil  engineer, 
and  his  crew  have  been  racing  together  since 
the  '60s,  when  they  met  as  teenagers  sailing 
on  Lake  Merritt.  This  is  their  second  season 
championship  in  "about  15"  attempts. 

QUOTE:  "We  had  close  competition,  as 
usual.  Several  other  boats  got  hot  for  awhile, 
but  our  consistency  ultimately  prevailed!" 

2)  Anemone,  Hank  Lindemann,  EYC;  3)  Kemo 
Sabe,  Vern  Neff,  RYC.  (17  entered;  14  qual.) 


Santana  35  —  Breakout 
Les  Raos,  Encinal  YC 

CREW:  Paul  Akagi,  Rich  Bennallak,  Da¬ 
vid  LeGrand,  Sue  Routh,  Tony  Shaffer,  Bob¬ 
by  Villarael,  Richard  Hansed,  Cliff  Wilson. 

COMMENTS:  Raos,  a  Kiwi-born  building 
contractor  and  blue-water  sailor,  has  only 
been  racing  one  design  for  four  years.  He 
also  won  the  C-of-C  Regatta  going  away. 

QUOTE:  "Thanks  to  the  best  all-amateur 
crew  on  the  Bay.  Tough  fleet,  great  racjng  — 
it  all  came  down  to  the  last  race." 

2)  Swell  Dancer,  Jim  Graham,  EYC;  3)  Resolute 
II,  Brendan  Busch,  NoYC.  (8  entered;  6  qual.) 


Triton  —  Captain  Hooke 
Tom  Newton,  Vallejo  YC 

CREW:  David  Newton  (brother),  Steven 
Newton  (son),  Mike  Gibson,  Beau  Wood¬ 
ward,  Ruth  Peritz,  Mike  Bull,  Jeff  Evans. 

COMMENTS:  Newton,  a  school  psycho¬ 
logist,  has  now  won  three  times.  He  came  in 
second  to  arch-rival  Bolero  in  this  summer’s 
Nationals.  The  Hooke  is  now  34  years  old! 

QUOTE:  "Timidity  and  constipation!  will 
never  triumph  over  nastiness.  Ugliness  and 
stupidity  are  acceptable  excuses  for  losing." 

2)  Bolero,  Ely  Gilliam,  BVBC;  3)  Hulakai,  Alex 
Chang,  SYC.  (9  entered;  6  qualified) 


DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 
TO  THE  BOY  SCOUTS 


•  Your  donation  is  tax  deductible 

•  Eliminate  broker,  berthing  and  ad  fees 

•  Let  us  show  you  the  attractive  value  and  speedy  transfer 

•  Help  instill  the  love  of  the  sea  and  benefit  the  scouting  program 

•  1 996  tax  deduction! 

PACIFIC  SKYLINE 
BOY  SCOUTS 
OF  AMERICA 

(415)  527-5900 


S.F.  RIGGING  HEADQUARTERS 


Swaging  and  rotary  swaging 
Nicro  pressing  1 

Rope  to  wire  splicing 
Rope  splicing 
Wire  rope  splicing 
Wire  rope  slings 
Yacht  rigging  and  hardware 
Wire  rope 

1x19  S.S.  type  304  and  type  316 
Lifeline  and  fitting 
Dockline 
Anchor  line 

Galvanized  anchor  chain 
H.T.  Chain,  BBB  Chain 
Proof  coil  chain 
Safety  nets 

ALLIED  ROPES  CO. 

304  LITTLEFIELD  AVENUE 
SO.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94080 


415  *589  *8780 

FAX  415-589-1804 
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COMPETITIVE 
YACHT  INSURANCE 

Our  Agency 
Can  Offer  You 

True  "All  Risk”  Coverage 
Special  Rates  for  High  Value  Vessels 
Exclusive  Program  for  the 
Master  Mariners  Association 
Convenient  Installment  Plans 


SPOUSE  SAILING?? 

Give  Sailing  Lessons  for 
Christmas 


$100.00  off  Basic 
Keelboat  Lessons 
with  this  coupon! 
Now  Only:  $ 250 

offer  expires  2/1/97 


L 


J 


SAFE  PASSAGE  SAILING  CENTER 
(415)715-0252 

San  Francisco  -  Alameda 

IIS  Coast  Guard  Ucesned  Instructors  An  ASA  Certified  Training  Facility 


Halsey  Sailmakers  and  Lidgard  Sailmakers 
Limrtbd  have  created  a  new  team —  The  Halsey 
Lidgard  Group.  Halsey  Lidgard  is  backed  by 
more  than  20  designers  at  over  17  lofts  on  5 
continents.  Halsey  Sailmakers  California  is  proud 
to  bring  this  winning  combination  to  the  Bay 
Area.  It's  part  of  our  continuing  goal  to  build 
faster,  better  sails  —  supported  by  a  worldwide 
network  of  sailmaking  professionals  with  a  track 
record  that  includes  America's  Cup,  Whitbread, 
IMS  and  One  Design  winners  worldwide. 


Now  you  can  get  local  service  with  global 
support. ..for  whatever  type  of  racing  you  do. 


Call  your  local  sail  professionals  at: 


Ph  415-347-2540 
Ph  415-347-0795 
Fax  415-347-0856 

1125  N.  Amphlett  Blvd. 
San  Mateo,  CA  944Q1 


Peter  Winter 
Morgan  Larson 
Patrick  Andreasen 
Joe  Rushka 
Kyle  Thomas 


Global  Reach. 
Global  Reputation. 
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WORLD  OF 


We  gang  up  on  you  this  month  with  two  different  viewpoints  on 
crewed  yacht  chartering.  First,  a  look  at  the  Advantages  of  Chartering 
with  Crew,  then  a  Price  Comparison:  Bareboat  versus  Crewed  Yacht.  \ 

Finally,  miscellaneous  Charter  Notes. 


Crewed  Yacht?  Why  Not? 

What  Readers  May  Not  Know 

Every  time  we  poll  our  readers,  their 
questionnaires  confirm  that  most  are  active 
—  as  opposed  to  armchair  —  sailors,  who 
either  own  their  own  boats,  belong  to  sailing 
clubs,  or  know  where  to  catch  rides  with 
friends.  We  also  know  that  when  our  readers 
go  vacationing,  most  rent  bareboats  rather 
than  fully  crewed  yachts.  What  we’re  not 
sure  of,  though,  is  if  most  Latitude  loyalists 
really  understand  what  they’re  missing  by 
not  opting  to  charter  a  crewed  yacht  —  at 
least  in  certain  circumstances. 

If  you  read  Max  Ebb  last  month,  you’ll 
recall  that  while  bareboating  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  recently,  Max  was  shocked  to  discover 
all  the  pluses  of  a  pampered  crewed  yacht 
vacation  when  compared  to  the  relatively 
spartan,  do-it-yourself  lifestyle  aboard  his 
'rent-a-boat'.  Max  touched  on  many  of  the 
key  advantages  of  choosing  a  crewed  yacht, 
such  as  not  having  to  cook,  clean,  provision, 
anchor  or  worry,  while  having  the  benefit  of 
the  crew’s  local  knowledge  and  expertise. 

This  month  we’ll  delve  a  bit  deeper  into 

It's  the  f-o-o-d  served  on  luxury  crewed  yachts 
that  makes  all  the  difference  for  some 
charterers.  And  you  don't  have  to  do  the  dishes! 


the  subject,  by  expanding  on  the  pros  and 
cons,  and  addressing  the  nuts  and  bolts 
issues  involved  in  choosing  a  crewed  yacht 
and  making  a  booking. 

While  some  bareboaters  are  hard-pressed 
to  tell  us  why  they’ve  never  considered 


crewed  chartering,  others  have  very  definite 
ideas.  Many  self-confident  sailors  (guys, 
particularly)  feel  that  having  total  control  of 
—  and  responsibility  for  —  the  boat  is  half 
the  thrill  of  chartering.  Since  they  live  to 
steer,  navigate  and  grind  winches,  they  can’t 
imagine  why  they’d  need  a  crew. 

In  addition  to  the  question  of  costs  (which 
we’ll  discuss  later),  the  privacy  issue  is 
another  concern.  Suppose ^you  spend  big 
bucks  for  a  fancy  charter  yacht,  then  you 
find  that  the  crew  follows  you  around  the 
boat  incessantly,  can’t  stop  telling  you  their 
life  stories  and  wants  to  share  your  head.  If 
this  sounds  like  you  talking,  there  are  a  few 
fundamental  things  you  need  to  understand. 

With  crewed  yachts,  it’s  all  about 
'matchmaking'.  First  you  figure  out  what 
your  'boat  needs'  are  in  terms  of  size,  perfor¬ 
mance  and  below-decks  accommodations. 
Consider  what  kind  of  relationship  —  or 
'style  of  service'  —  you  want  from  the  crew. 
Then,  after  you  figure  out  how  much  you 
can  afford  to  spend,  you  begin  the  process  of 
'matchmaking',  usually  with  the  assistance  of 
a  well-established  yacht  charter  broker  who 
specializes  in  the  area  of  the  world  you  plan 
to  charter  in. 

As  far  as  participation  is  concerned,  if  you 
choose  to  steer,  grind  and  hoist, 
so  be  it.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you’d  rather  lay  out  on  the 
foredeck  contemplating  the 
universe  and  never  lift  a  finger  all 
week,  that  also  is  your  option. 
And  if  you  choose  to  be  a 
whirlwind  of  energy  one  day  and 
a  sloth  the  next,  that’s  okay  too. 
The  boat  will  still  get  sailed  to  the 
next  destination,  the  anchor  will 
still  get  firmly  set,  the  cocktails, 
hors  d’ oeuvres  and  dinner  will 
still  get  served  and  the  dishes  will 
still  get  done. 

We  should  mention  that 
'galley'  issues  are  some  of  the 
most  influential  factors  in  opting 
for  a  crew.  Unless  you  like  to  eat 
every  meal  ashore,  or  someone 
in  your  group  loves  to  slave  away  in  a  tiny 
300°  galley  trying  to  whip  up  something 
edible  with  foreign  ingredients  and 
unfamiliar  utensils,  it’s  very  attractive  to 


— 

have  a  cook  on  board  who’ll  happily  shop, 
stow,  prepare  snacks  under  sail,  serve 


cocktails,  cook  three  great  meals  a  day,  and 
clean  up  the  mess!  Info  from  your  broker  will 
let  the  cook  know  in  advance  exactly  what 
your  tastes  are.  On  high-end  yachts  (which 
take  six  to  eight  guests)  it’s  not  uncommon  to 
find  a  bonafide  chef  who’s  been  trained  in  a 
prestigious  culinary  institute.  No  kidding.  As 
one  broker  likes  to  say,  "On  a  bareboat  you’ll 
eat  'food',  but  on  a  crewed  yacht  you’ll  'dine 
on  fine  cuisine'." 

If  you’re  concerned  about  maintaining 
your  own  'personal  space'  (or  privacy) 
consider  that  a  seasoned  professional  charter 
crew  needs  to  be  extremely  flexible.  One  set 
of  guests  might  want  to  be  left  alone  except 
at  meal  times,  while  the  next  group  may 
expect  the  crew  to  participate  in  every  guest 
activity.  Some  clients  may  require  being 
pampered  with  formal,  European-style 
service,  while  others  may  feel  uncomfortable 
unless  the  crew  and  guests  all  regard  each 
other  as  part  of  one  big  happy  family. 

It’s  the  broker’s  job  to  match  your  needs 
and  expectations  with  an  appropriate  crew. 
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l|  Elegant  sailing  yachts  like  the  108-ft  'Gleam'  offer 
j  first  class  service  and  performance  sailing.  A  Ron 
Holland  design,  she  is  every  inch  a  class  act. 

;  In  popular  chartering  areas  like  the  Carib- 
a  bean,  the  Med  and  the  Aegean,  there  are  a 
a  wide  range  of  crew  'personalities'  to  choose 
i  from,  as  well  as  a  wide  range  of  boats.  And 
1  while  boat  features  are  certainly  important, 
choosing  the  crew  is  often  the  trickiest  part, 
i  So  it’s  important  to  find  a  broker  who 
\  actually  knows  the  crews  she’s  offering 
ij  (either  from  working  with  them  on  past 
•  charters  or  —  at  the  minimum  —  from 
;  j  getting  to  know  them  at  a  recent  charter  boat 
ij  show).  Obviously,  they  must  also  have  a 
i  ;  current  knowledge  of  the  design  features  of 
:  boats  they  offer,  including  recent  changes. 

;  You  can  think  of  charter  brokers  as 
>:  specialty  travel  agents,  since  their  service^, 
B  like  those  of  travel  advisors,  are  at  no 
>  ;  additional  cost  to  you.  Virtually  all  main- 
n  stream  brokers  earn  their  commission  from 
|  the  boat’s  fee,  not  by  adding  a  percentage 
If  on  top  of  established  rates.  And  since 
:  brokers  thrive  on  repeat  and  referral  busi- 
k|  ness,  its  essential  to  their  survival  that  they 


match  you  with  a  boat  and  crew  you’ll  love. 

So  where  do  you  find  a  good  broker? 
Check  the  ads  in  national  sailing  mags  such 
as  Yachting,  Sail  and  Cruising  World.  Since 
most  draw  clients  from  all  over  the  country 
and  have  limited  marketing  resources,  they 
tend  to  advertise  most  heavily  in  national 
mags,  rather  than  'regionals'  like  Latitude. 
Although  we  think  Latitude’s  readership  is  a 
great  untapped  source  for  brokers  seeking 
new  potential  clients. 

These  days  every  serious  broker  has  an 
800  number,  giving  you  the  freedom  to  work 
with  agents  in  any  part  of  the  country.  There 
are  now  even  800  lines  direct  to  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  perhaps  also  to  other  parts  of  the 
Caribbean.  In  any  case,  it’s  always  best  to 
work  with  an  agent  who’s  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  trusted  friend  or  associate. 

In  the  more  popular  chartering  areas 
you’ll  have  a  vast  range  of  yacht  types  to 
choose  from,  starting  with  affordable  40 
footers  which  take  only  two  guests  on  up  to 
mega-yachts  which  offer  pampered  luxury 


worthy  of  royalty  for  up  to  12  guests. 
Naturally  pricing  on  the  high-end  boats  is  out 
of  reach  for  many  boaters,  but  mid-size  boats 
can  be  remarkably  affordable.  (See  accom¬ 
panying  article.) 

The  final  point  to  be  made  is  that  while 
you  may  regard  yourself  a  'bareboat  type' 
most  of  the  time,  you  may  want  to  consider 
crewed  yacht  chartering  for  special 
circumstances.  A  once-in-a-lifetime  family 
reunion,  a  thank-you  trip  for  company 
clients,  or  a  very  special  anniversary  are 
several  examples.  It’s  also  true  that  if  you 
limit  yourselves  to  bareboating  every 
vacation,  you  will  only  get  to  the  more 
developed  tourism  area.  There  simply  are  no 
bareboats  for  charter  in  off-the-beaten-track 
locations  like  Palau,  the  Galapagos  and  the 
backwaters  of  Indonesia  —  at  least  not  yet. 

We  think  bareboat  vacationing  is  one  of 
the  most  wonderful  travel  innovations  of  this 
century,  but  we’ve  also  had  some  fabulous 
experiences  sailing  with  hired  crew.  So  we 
urge  you  to  check  out  the  'crewed  option' 
yourselves. 

—  latitude/aet 


M 
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A  Caribbean  Charter  Pro  Makes  the 
Case  for  Crewed  Yacht  Chartering 

I  have  worked  as  a  bareboat  skipper  for 
several  years  in  the  BVI  and  as  a  cook  on 
crewed  charter  yachts.  My  boat  partner  and 
I  recently  met  four  people  who  have 
bareboated  several  times  (without  bareboat 
skippers)  in  the  BVI. 

When  I  met  them  they  commented  how 
they  were  tired  of  the  same  old  places  and 
wanted  to  do  something  different  on  their 
next  vacation.  They  were  also  disappointed 
with  the  snorkeling  in  the  islands.  The  latter 
comment  stunned  me,  since  the  BVI  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  fabulous  places  in 
the  world  to  snorkel.  I  named  a  few  of  our 
favorite  reefs,  but  these  folks  hadn’t 
snorkeled  any  of  them. 

Three  months  later  they  booked  a  charter 
with  us.  The  wives  were  ecstatic  not  to  cook, 
all  four  spent  so  much  time  snorkeling  the 
reefs  they  got  waterlogged.  They  took  the 
helm  when  they  felt  like  it,  and  slept  in  the 
sun  when  they  didn’t.  They  let  the  crew 
worry  about  the  anchor  and  loved  having  a 
well-maintained  boat  and  a  big  Avon 
inflatable. 

I  often  watch  bareboaters  agonize  over 
boat  worries  and  battle  with  wind  and  sea 


You  don't  have  to  be  a  seasoned  sailor  to  vaca¬ 
tion  on  a  crewed  yacht.  If  you  want  to  though, 
the  crew  will  help  you  develop  your  skills. 


conditions  that  they’re  not  accustomed  to. 
Many  drag  anchor  everywhere  and  generally 
exhaust  themselves,  making  me  wonder  why 
more  don’t  simply  hire  a  crewed  boat,  relax 
and  enjoy  the  vacation.  After  all,  it  can 
actually  be  cheaper !  (See  accompanying 
graphic.) 

A  crewed  boat  is  one  that  has  a  per¬ 
manent  captain  and  cook  on  board,  and  on 
larger  boats  the  crew  can  also  be  augmented 
with  a  steward  and/or  deckhand.  In  the 
Caribbean,  crewed  yachts  are  available  in 
sizes  from  38  to  200  feet;  pricing  begins 
around  $4,000  for  four  guests,  all  inclusive. 
Generally,  the  standard  of  meals  provided  is 
very  high  —  often  classed  as  gourmet. 
Normally  there  are  few  extra  expenses. 

Comparing  'apples  and  oranges':  The 
usual  arguments  for  choosing  a  bareboat  are 
that  you  are  on  your  own  and  you  can  play 
with  someone  else’s  boat  to  your  heart’s 
content.  It  can  be  cheaper,  but  few  people 
would  keep  costs  as  low  as  in  the 
accompanying  comparison. 

By  way  of  comparison,  let  me  explain 
some  of  my  further  observations  regarding 
crewed  yachts.  These  boats  are  in  a  very 
competitive  industry.  They  are  marketed  by 


The  Caribbean  offers  the  broadest  range  of 
crewed  yachts  anywhere.  Some,  like  the  Bene-  ■ 
teau  50 ' Serendipity1  are  quite  reasonably  priced. 

brokers  who  will  refuse  to  work  with  a  boat  if 
the  crew  is  not  liked  or  the  boats  are  not  well 
maintained.  You  will  sail  with  crew  who 
know  the  islands  and  can  take  you  to  the 
best  locations  for  snorkeling,  diving,  hiking 
or  other  shore  activities.  You  won’t  have  to 
cook  or  clean  up  and  the  meals  will  be  great. 
You  can  usually  join  your  vessel  the  day  you 
arrive,  saving  a  night  in  a  hotel. 

In  the  case  of  the  British  Virgins,  guests 
can  have  their  boat  waiting  at  Trellis  Bay, 
adjacent  to  the  Beef  Island  International 
Airport,  and  be  on  board  and  preparing  to 
sail  within  ten  minutes  of  clearing  customs  at 
the  airport! 

If  you  wish  to,  most  crews  like  you  to 
participate  fully  in  the  sailing  of  the  vessel, 
regardless  if  you  have  previous  sailing 
experience  or  not. 

For  scuba  divers,  there  are  crewed  boats 
which  specialize  in  diving;  the  rates  of  many 
are  equivalent  to  those  quoted  here.  Rates 
include  all  dive  equipment,  etc.  These  boats 
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are  skippered  by  licensed  Dive  Masters  or 
Instructors.  These  yachts,  as  well  as  most 


non-dive  boats,  have  nice  big  inflatable 
dinghies  which  allow  easy  access  to  the 
i,  water  for  swimming,  snorkeling  and  diving. 

Many  crewed  yachts  carry  windsurfers 
and/or  kayaks  for  guests’  use.  Water  skiing  is 
possible  with  some  of  the  larger  boats 
(although  it  is  frowned  upon  in  some  areas  of 
;  the  Caribbean). 

As  a  comparison  (see  graphic),  1  have 
i  taken  the  price  of  a  Beneteau  50  (Oceanis 
500),  perhaps  the  most  popular  large  boat  in 
the  bareboat  fleets.  This  boat  type,  along 
it  with  its  cousin  the  Beneteau  5 1 ,  is  also  in  the 
|  crewed  charter  fleets. 

In  my  calculations  I  have  tended  to  be 
j:  conservative  on  restaurant  and  beverage 
;  prices.  (This  comparison  assumes  a 
.  Caribbean  charter.)  I  have  put  gratuities  at 
S,  15%  as  that  is  what  crews  like  to  get, 

■  although  often  they  earn  closer  to  10%.  You 
j  will  also  see  I  have  added  in  hotel  expenses 
i  for  one  night  as  most  bareboat  companies 
i  require  you  to  attend  an  early  morning 
briefing  and  boat  'check-out'  before  you  can 


take  possession  of  your  vessel  at  midday. 
Therefore,  most  bareboaters  have  to  arrive 
the  night  before  their  charter  and  must 
budget  for  one  night  in  a  hotel,  dinner  and 
breakfast.  By  contrast,  crewed  boats  will 
have  the  boat  completely  ready  for  you  and 
can  meet  you  at  various  convenient 
locations.  They  can  put  you  right  on  board 
ready  to  begin  your  vacation  without  further 
worries.  This  often  saves  taxi  fares  (not 
included  in  the  estimate). 

In  addition,  crewed  boat  prices  (in  the 
Caribbean)  tend  to  be  almost  all  inclusive, 
with  few,  if  any,  hidden  costs  other  than  bar 
items,  crew  gratuity  and  sometimes  a  dinner 
ashore. 

In  the  Caribbean,  crewed  boats  have  two 
seasons:  summer  (May  to  December)  and 
winter  (December  to  May).  Bareboat  fleets, 
however,  usually  offer  four  or  more  rates  for 
different  times  of  the  year.  The  bareboat 
pricing  in  the  following  comparison  uses  the 
highest  (winter)  rates  and  the  lowest 
(summer)  rates.  Note  that  bareboat  rates  are 


Basic  Winter  Rates: 

6  pax  =  $6,600 
4  pax  =  $5,600 

Final  Total  (with  expenses  below) 

8  pax  =  N/A 

6  pax  =  $7,770  ($1 ,295  per  person) 

4  pax  =  $5,927  ($1 ,610  per  person) 

Basic  Summer  Rates: 

6  pax  =  $5,750  * 

4  pax  =  $5,050 

Final  Total  (with  expenses  below) 

8  pax  =  N/A 

6  pax  =  $6,792  ($1,132  per  person) 

4  pax  =  $5,927  ($1 ,481  per  person) 

(4  pax  adjusted  for  dinner 
and  crew  gratuity) 

Extra  Expenses  for  6  pax  (Crewed  Yacht) 

Crew  gratuity  15% . . .  (winter)  $900 

One  dinner  ashore . $180 

Total  extras  expenses . .  (wtr)  $1,170 


(Data  prepared  by  Trish  Bally,  1995) 


for  the  whole  boat  (not  per  person),  whereas 
crewed  rates  vary  depending  on  the  number 
of  passengers. 

The  Oceanis  500  can  sleep  as  many  as  10 
people  and  the  Beneteau  51  sleeps  eight  for 
bareboating.  Crewed  boats  usually  limit  their 
passengers  to  six.  So  if  you  plan  to  fill  your 
bareboat  to  the  max,  it  will  be  the  cheaper 
option.  However,  my  experience  has  been 
that  most  people  prefer  to  go  with  six 
passengers  or  less  anyway.  By  the  time  you 
get  up  to  eight,  there  are  too  many 
compromises  and  too  many  decisions. 

—  trish  baily 
virgin  islands 

Charter  Notes 

Here’s  an  alternative  to  the  typical 
holiday  gift-giving  frenzy.  If  few  gift  ideas 
sound  more  attractive  to  you  than  a  charter 
vacation  in  some  sunny,  tropical  paradise, 
why  not  announce  just  that  to  absolutely 
everyone  who  might  give  you  a  gift  this  year. 
Let  them  know  that  —  as  unfestive  as  it  may 


Basic  High  Season  (winter)  Rates: 

$6,426  (one  price  regardless  #  of  pax) 

Final  T,otal  (with  expenses  below) 

8  pax  =  $8,995  ($1 ,1 24  per  person) 

6  pax  =  $8,589  ($1 ,431  per  person) 

4  pax  =  $8,1 83  ($2,045  per  person) 

Basic  Low  Season  (summer)  Rates: 

$3,738  (one  price  regardless  #  of  pax) 

Final  Total  (with  expenses  betow) 

8  pax  =  $6,307  ($788  per  person) 

6  pax  =  $5,901  ($  983  per  person) 

4  pax  =  $5,495  ($  1 ,373  per  person) 

(Naturally,  additional  costs  are  incurred  if  a 
“§kippered  bareboat  charter”  is  required.) 

Extra  Expenses  for  6  pax  (Bareboat) 


Insurance . . $126 

Nat  Park  Mooring  Permit . $15 

Cruising  Tax . . . $84 

Food  @  $1 9/day/person . .....$798 

Beverages . $120 

Mooring  Buoys  @  $1 5/night . (4)  $60 

Hotel;  3  doubles . $420 

3  dinners  ashore  @  $30/person . $540 

Total  extra  expenses . . . $2,163 


Price  Comparison  (weekly  rates) 

(prices  given  are  1995-96  rates;  ‘‘pax’’  =  passengers) 

7 

Crewed  Charter  Yacht  ,  Bareboat  Charter  Yacht 

(Beneteau  51  or  Oceanis  500)  (Beneteau  Oceanis  500) 
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sound  —  you’d  sincerely  like  them  to  make 

a  contribution  to  your  charter  kitty,  no 

matter  how  small. 

Think  about  it.  If  you  tould  convince  all 
your  family,  friends  and  office  associates  that 
you  really  didn’t  want  another  fruit  basket, 
underwater  watch,  ski  sweater  or  video 
game,  you  might  be  able  to  accumulate 
enough  cash  to  put  down  a  charter  deposit. 
And  if  you  have  a  spouse,  lover  or  friend 
you’d  like  to  travel  with,  why  not  propose 
that  he/she  embraces  the  same  program. 

The  significance  of  getting  a  deposit  down 
is  that  once  you  commit  with  a  check  and  a 
signature,  you’ll  have  established  a  concrete 
set  of  dates  to  plan  for.  With  that  major  step 
accomplished,  you  can  budget  and  save  the 
rest  of  the  money  needed  over  the  coming 
months.  By  contrast,  if  you  just  sit  around 
leafing  through  brochures  and  thinking, 
"someday. . .  somewhere. . you’ll  probably 
never  get  out  of  town.  It’s  creative  thinking 
that  can  make  the  seemingly  impossible 
possible! 

And  where  might  you  go  on  this  grand 
vacation?  Well,  if  you  get  a  big  haul  of 
holiday  cash  and  can  be  ready  to  go  on  short 
notice,  consider  exotic  Thailand.  The  prime 


Navigating  through  the  limestone  islands  off 
Phuket,  Thailand  isn't  particularly  difficult,  but 
it's  certainly  what  you'd  call  exotic. 


sailing  destination  of  Southeast  Asia,  you’ll 
be  navigating  through  lush  limestone  pin¬ 
nacles  and  stopping  to  the  age-old  fishing 
villages  far  from  mainstream  tourism.  While 
Thailand  is  on  many  people’s  dream  list, 
relatively  few  actually  go  there.  What  most 
don’t  realize,  however,  is  that  the  air  fare  to 
Bangkok  and  on  to  Phuket  Island  —  where 
most  charters  originate  —  is  about  the  same 
as  it  would  cost  to  get  to  the  popular  isles  of 
the  Eastern  Caribbean. 

It’s  now  prime  season  in  those  islands  too, 
by  the  way.  And  while  virtually  every  boat  is 
already  booked  for  Christmas  and  New 
Years,  there  is  still  scattered  availability 
throughout  the  winter  and  spring.  Be 
warned,  however,  that  if  you  have  any 
thoughts  about  doing  Antigua  Race  Week 
this  year  —  April  27  through  May  4  —  you 
absolutely  must  make  your  booking  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Looking  farther  ahead,  let  us  remind  you 
that  December  through  early  April  is  the 
rainy  season  in  places  like  Tahiti  and 
Tonga.  But  don’t  wait  until  May  1  to  book 
charters  there.  Fleets  are  relatively  small, 
especially  if  you  are  looking  for  a  boat  under 
35  feet.  He  who  procrastinates  loses  out. 


It  is  a  pot  of  coffee  delivered  to  your  yacht. 

It  is  answering  ‘Yes’  tefore  you  ask  the  question. 
It  is  a  Commitment  to  teing  the  test. 

It  is  650  yachts  at  37  bases  around  the  World 
And,  it  is  the  test  value  for  your  money. 

It  is  your  Sunsail  Vacation 

Please  call... 


1  -800-327-2276 

Fax (410)  280-2406 


iSunsail 


Chesapeake  Caribbean  Bahamas  Thailand  Tonga 
Australia  Nett1  Zealand  Gtx*ece  Turkey 


® 
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The  New  Hylas  49  Offers  You  $112,194. 


A  Pre-Owned  Hylas  Offers  A  Vacation  Home. 

PRIVATE  BROKERAGE 


You’re  about  to  discover  yachtings  most  unique 
ownership  opportunity.  Now  CYC  erases  all  the  risks  of 
buying  a  yacht  by  paying  the  buyer  25%  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  in  advance.  That’s  guaranteed.  And  this  is 
just  the  beginning.  Other  payments  are  guaranteed 
monthly.  Furthermore,  we  will  absorb  all  capital  expen¬ 
ditures,  maintenance,  haul-outs  and  refurbishing  while 
your  Hylas  yacht  is  in  CYC’s  fleet.  And,  now  you 
have  three  choices,  with  our  Sparkman  & 

Stephens  and  German  Frers  designed  Hylas 
45.5,49  and51’s. 

Manufacturer-.  Queen  Long  Marine 


The  rewards  of  owning  a  Hylas  yacht  can  also  be  real¬ 
ized  through  our  exclusive  pre-owned  yacht  program. 
Currently,  the  Hylas  44  and  47  are  available  at  tremen¬ 
dous  values.  Both  models  are  powerful  performers 
featuring  those  justly  famous  Hylas  accommodations. 

So,  take  a  close  look  at  our  exclusive  fleet  of  new  and 
pre-owned  Hylas  Yachts.  Their  quality  and  performance 
will  compel  you  to  re-evaluate  what  you  expect  from  a 
cruising  yacht.  Call  toll  free: 

1-800-225-2520 

Frers  design:  Hylas  51  &  45. 5 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  design:  Hylas  49 


Caribbean  Yacht  Sales 

P.O.  Box  583  •  Marblehead,  MA  01945  •  Fax  (617)  639-0216 


Discover  magnificent 

LATION  Desolation  Sound  & 
OUND  Princess  Louisa  Inlet 

yacht  gharters  on  one  of  our 
”  beautiful  25'  -  45' 
Sail  or  Power  yachts. 

One  week  bareboat  charters 
starting  at  U.S.  $600. 


Desolation  Sound  Yacht  Charters  Ltd. 
#201-1797  Comax  Aye.,  Comax,  B.C.,  Canada  V9M3L9 
(604)  339-7222  •  FAX  (604)  339-2217 
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Albatross 

Quality  Boats  &  Service 


GREECE  &  TURKEY 

•  Quality  Yachts  30'-65'+ 

•  Bareboat  or  Crewed 
•  We  handle  all  travel  arrangements 

'97  FLOTILLAS 
GREECE: 

Ionian,  Peloponese,  Saronic, 
Aegean-Cyclades  &  Dodecanese 
Cruising  World  Adventure  Charter 

TURKEY:  The  intriguing  &  delightful 
turquoise  coast  of  Turkey 


Sets  Us  Apart  from  the  Others 
Attention  to  Every  Detail 
of  Your  Charter 

SINCE  1982 


Albatross  PYCC 
(800)  377-8877 
(609)  778-5656 


" The  Finest  Yachting 
Vacations  in  the  Islands  " 

Secludedanchorages,  sandy  beaches,  bustling  resorts. . . 
the  spectacular  Gulf  Islands  and  San  Juan  Islands 

Bareboat  &  Skippered  Charters  High-Speed  Service  Boat 

Powerboats  &  Sailboats  27'  -  42'  Holding  Tanks  in  All  Yachts 

Leam-to-Sail  Vacations  Plentiful  Free  Parking 


2240  Harbour  Rd.  Box  2464L 
Sidney,  BC.  Canada  V8L  3Y3 
Phone  (250)  656-6644 
Fax  (250)  656-4935 

1-800-226-3694 


CHARTER  A  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT 

Dana  24,  Pacific  Seacraft  31,  Pilothouse  32,  Pilothouse  40 
Crealock  34  &  Crealock  37, 

Ericson  34  &  Ericson  38  by  Pacific  Seacraft 
and  other  quality  yachts 

9mm 

P.O.  Box  1096,  Anacortes,  WA  98221 

(360)  299-2526 

e-mail:  charter  38@seacraft.com 


Bosun 

CHARTERS 


Sidney.  B.C.  Canada/' 


Conch 

Charters 

now  in  our 
Wth  year 


BEST  BUY  IN  THE 

BVI! 


Clean,  well-maintained  fleet:  30-65’ 

Largest  bareboat  in  BVI:  MacGregor  65 
Best  Prices  -  Call  Today! 

(809)  494-4868 
Fax  (809)  494-5793 

e-mail:  conch@caribsurf.com 
P.0.  Box  920.  Road  Town,  Tortola 
British  Virgin  Islands 


CALIFORNIA'S  CARIBBEAN  CONNECTION 


Ocean  71  SecontfEife 

flow  reserving 

PRIVATE  CHARTER 

ceremonies  *  yacht  racing  parties  jcorprMte 


events 


regularly  scheduled  sunset  cruises  $35 
leave  Sausalito  Tues.  81  Thurs.  5:30  pm 

1-800-762-5341 

_ USCG  Certified  for  49  Passengers _ 


Discover  one  of  the  world's  best  kept 
vacation  secrets,  the  San  Juan  Islands. 
Find  the  treasures  these  islands  hold 
in  one  of  over  80  beautiful  power  and 
sailing  yachts.  Call  or  write  for  our  free 
brochure  and  plan  your  dream  vacation! 


1-800-828-7337 

http://yachtworld.com/penmar 


PENMAR  MARINE  COMPANY 
yacht  charters 

2011  Skyline  Way  •  Anacortes,  WA  98221 


Now  Booking  1997  FUN  Flotillas! 

Tahiti,  May  4-17  Only  $2,995  per  person.  Flights  and  hotels  included. 
British  Virgin  Islands  monthly  except  August  and  September. 

One  week  as  low  as  $700  with  private  berth  and  provisions. 
Greek  Islands  in  September.  Two  incredible  weeks 
on  sea  and  land.  Flights  and  hotels  included. 

The  very  best  guaranteed  per  person  rates.  No  add-ons. 

Complete  package  convenience.  Call  tor  full  details. 

SAILING  SINGLES 
CHARTER  CONNECTIONS 

1-800-615-4006  or  (816)  615-4006 
Fax  (816)  746-4008  •  E-mail:  sailsing@qni.com 
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2,000  MYTHICAL  ISLANDS.  10,000  MILES  OF  COASTLINE.  THE  CLEANEST,  PUREST  WATERS  IN  EUROPE. 


BVI?  BEEN  THERE...DONE  THAT?? 

It's  time  to  sail  Greece  •  Turkey  *  Sardinia  •  France 

When  it's  time  to  broaden  your  horizons  and  take  in  a  little  culture  and  history  along  with  your  sun,  salt  air  and 
warm  breeze,  it’s  time  to  try  the  Med.  Call  GPSC  today  for  a  FREE  color  brochure  to  learn  more  about  our  islands. 


1997  FLOTILLAS 


GPSC  Fun  Flotillas  -  See  the  best  of  the  Saronics. .  .a  real  bargain!  May  23-Jtme  5,  Sept.  1-14,  Oct.  3-1 6,  $1, 995/person  •  June  20-July  3,  $2,1 50/person 
'Staff's  Choice'  Gourmet  Specialty  Flotilla  -  Best  cross-section  of  the  Cyclades.  Sept.  12-25,  $2, 595/person 
Archaeology  Flotillas  -  An  in-depth  look  at  the  history,  mythology  &  ancient  culture  of  archaeological  remains  of  the  Cyclades  &  Saronic  Islands. 
May  2-1 5,  $2, 390/person  •  Sept.  23-Oct.  6  (Paros  to  Ahtens),  $2, 490/person 
'Cost  Cutter'  Flotilla  -  A  shorter  flotilla  with  an  unbelievably  low  rate.  July  1 3-22,  $1 ,670/person 
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May  we  send  you  a  free  copy  of  our  colourful  newsletter? 
It’s  all  about  the  delights  of  chartering  with  a  small  British 
Caribbean  company,  that,  for  17  years,  has  been  the  choice 
of  knowledgeable  sailors  the  world  over.  We  think  you’ll 
enjoy  it.  For  your  copy,  and  more  information  on  our  boats, 
please  call  us  toll  free: 


1-800-633-0155 

TORTOLA  •  THE  GRENADINES  •  BELIZE 

TEL  (203)  854-5131 

email:  tmmct@ix.netcom.com 
www.PL-Web.com/vacation/tmm 


BENETEAU  *  JEANNE.AU  *  FOUNTAINE  PAJOT 

.Privilege  •  Lagoon  •  Hun  t  e  r  •  Moody 


Once  again,  The 
Moorings  personnel 
are  what  impressed  us 
the  most.  Where  do 
you  find  these  people? 

John  White  •  Los  Altos,  CA  •  Moorings  510,  .Tahiti 


No  Matter  Where  In  The  World  Californians  Sail,  The 
Conditions  Are  Always  Ideal  On  A  Moorings  Chatter  Yacht. 
Cal  Toll-free:  1-888-227-3262. 


The  Mooring 


Caribbean  •  Mediterranean  •  South  Pacific 


Sail  the  British  Virgin  islands  on  our 
all-inclusive  "Discovery  Package". 

From  $710  per  person.  Call  for  details. 
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THE  RACING 


After  another  hectic  summer,  the  racing  pace  finally  began  slowing  down 
last  month.  Still,  we  found  more  than  enough  to  fill  the  following  nine  pages, 
including  reports  on  the  inaugural  California  Match  Race  Challenge;  the 
just-for-fun  Great  Pumpkin  Pursuit  Race;  the  Vendee  Globe,  a  single- 
handed  non-stop  race  around  the  world;  five  mostly  light  air  midwinter 
series;  and  the  usual  profusion  of  race  notes  at  the  end. 


Cal  Match  Race  Challenge 

Only  a  few  years  back  a  great  rivalry 
existed  between  Northern  and  Southern  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  It  manifested  itself  in  49ers  vs.  Rams 
games,  Giants  vs.  Dodgers,  and  even  discus¬ 
sions  of  splitting  the  state  in  two.  But  lately  it 
seems  we’re  all  getting  along,  and  a  49er- 
Rams  game  just  doesn’t  have  the  same  em¬ 
otional  impact  (at  least  it  has  the  same 
outcome!).  Sensing  a  need  to  fill  this  void, 
Joe  Baiunco,  commodore  of  the  YRA  of 
Southern  California  (YRASC),  set  out  to 
reignite  the  rivalry  when  he  challenged  the 
Pacific  InterClub  Yachting  Association 
(PICYA)  to  a  match  racing  regatta  back  in 
1995. 

It  took  a  little  while  to  get  it  all  organized, 
but  on  November  1-3,  the  first  California 
Match  Race  Challenge  was  held  in  Long 
Beach  using  Long  Beach  Sailing  Found¬ 
ation’s  Catalina  37s.  On  a  sunny  weekend, 
one  that  had  breeze  to  boot,  Dave  Ullman’s 


Dave  Ullman’s  all-star  team  of  Southern 
confederates  consisted  of  Bob  Kinney,  Steve 
Grillon,  Steve  Flam,  Rich  Matzinger,  Michel 
Mader,  Chuck  Simmons  and  Bill  Menninger. 
They’ll  forever  be  known  as  the  first  team  to 
win  the  CMRC.  The  event  will  be  repeated 
next  year  on  San  Francisco  Bay,  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  evolve  into  a  coveted  trophy 
for  California  sailors  both  North  and  South. 
If  future  events  are  as  competitive  as  this  first 
one,  look  out! 

Special  thanks  should  go  to  PICYA  Com¬ 
modore  George  Neill,  and  his  right  hand 
man  for  this  event,  Tom  Allen.  They  got  our 
'Bluecoat'  crew  (Healy,  Eric  Baumhoff,  Bill 
Erkelens,  Stuart  Felker,  Jim  Barton,  Nick 
Gibbens  and  myself)  together  on  relatively 
short  notice.  Both  Allen  and  Neill  also 
attended  the  regatta  —  Allen  as  a  judge 
(along  with  the  Bay  Area’s  Scott  Wollaston) 
and  Neill  as  head  of  the  hometown  cheering 
section. 


team  representing  the  YRASC  defeated 
PICYA’s  Craig  Healy  and  his  squad  of 
Yankees  —  oops,  Northerners.  In  a  hard- 
fought  match  that  went  the  full  seven  races, 
it  all  came  down  to  the  starts  —  no  surprise 
for  anyone  who  follows  match  racing.  The 
lead  never  changed  once  across  the  starting 
line,  but  the  racing  was  close  all  the  way, 
with  the  competitors  usually  within  two 
lengths  of  each  other. 


Second  place  finishers  (from  left):  Healy,  Gruver, 
Baumhoff,  Erkelens,  Felker,  Barton  and  Gibbens. 


Stay  tuned  for  more  information  on  the 
CMRC,  including  news  of  a  probable  North¬ 
ern  California  elimination  series  to  qualify 
for  next  summer’s  rematch.  Competitors 
need  to  be  members  of  a  PICYA-affiliated 
club,  but  do  not  need  to  represent  just  one 
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club.  In  fact,  this  year’s  Northern  team 
represented  St.  Francis,  Richmond,  and  the 
San  Francisco  yacht  clubs. 

—  dave  gruver 

Halloween  Regattas 

Both  Tiburon  YC’s  Red  Rock  Regatta  and 
the  first  day  of  Richmond  YC’s  Great  Pump¬ 
kin  Regatta  were  blown  away  on  Saturday, 
October  26.  Gusty  northerly  winds  up  to  40 
miles  per  hour  were  the  culprit,  causing  both 
race  committees  to  abandon  the  races  by 
late  morning.  Naturally,  by  early  afternoon, 
the  conditions  had  abated  and  a  handful  of 
racing  diehards  went  out  for  impromptu 
pick-up  races  in  the  brisk  norther.  "We  had 
my  Moore  24  up  on  an  endless  plane  —  it 
was  a  complete  blast,"  claimed  frustrated 
Pumpkin  competitor  Dave  Hodges,  who  also 


SHEET 


i  Showdown!  The  Mumm  30  and  Melges  30  faced  each  other  locally  for  the  first  time  in  the  Great 
i  Pumpkin  Pursuit  Race.  The  Melges,  a  slightly  bigger  boat  that  is  faster  downwind,  spotted  the  Mumm 
'  15  seconds  a  mile.  Halfway  through  the  race,  the  two  boats  were  even.  The  Mumm,  which  is  faster 
i  upwind,  then  stretched  on  the  long  port  tack  beat  back  to  Richmond,  winning  by  a  little  over  a  minute. 


:  confessed  to  at  least  one  horrendous  crash. 

For  the  50  boats  signed  up  for  the  Red 
i  Rock,  the  sailing  part  of  the  weekend  was 
i  over  —  but  at  least  this  was  a  regatta  without 
an  entry  fee,  a  rarity  these  days.  The  TYC 
.  dinner  and  costume  party,  which  is  the  real 
|  point  of  the  Red  Rock  Regata  anyway,  was 
apparently  raucous  and  fun.  Richmond’s 
)  Rocky  Horror  theme  party  was,  we’re  told, 
more  subdued,  as  most  of  the  racers  were 
long  gone. 

Sunday’s  Great  Pumpkin  Pursuit  Race 
proved  to  be  a  nice  consolation  prize, 

;  however.  Nearly  100  boats  sailed  in  the 
jj  reverse  handicap  event,  which  started  off 


Southampton  Shoal  and  circumnavigated 
Angel  Island  in  either  direction.  The  starting 
sequence  spanned  59  minutes  as  everything 
from  Cal  20s  to  the  Farr  78  Sayonara  set 
kites  and  headed  off,  only  to  come  together 
at  the  finish  line  off  Richmond  YC’s 
clubhouse  several  hours  later.  In  the  melee 
near  the  finish,  Jerry  Keefe’s  Wabbit 
Contingent  was  gunned  down  by  a  port 
tacker,  throwing  a  crewmember  over  and 
causing  major  damage  to  the  skinny  little 
ULDB. 

Fortunately,  Larry  Ellison  and  his 
Sayonara  pros  had  no  trouble  picking  their 
way  through  the  converging  fleet.  "Watching 


Sayonara  reaching  up  the  Channel  to  the 
finish  was  an  awesome  sight,"  allowed 
regatta  chairman  John  Dukat.  "They  would 
have  won  if  the  race  had  been  half  a  mile 
longer  —  or  maybe  if  they’re  gone  around 
the  Island  the  'right'  way!" 

T wist  &  Shout,  Jessica  Lord’s  recently  hot 
Melges  24,  won  the  Pursuit  Race.  This  year, 
in  a  moderate  northerly  and  a  building  five- 
knot  ebb,  leaving  the  island  to  port  proved  to 
be  the  way  to  go.  Meanwhile,  the  cerebral 
gang  on  John  Liebenberg’s  Express  27 
F riday  won  the  traditional  Donald  Crowhurst 
Memorial  Trivia  Quiz,  which  featured 
stumpers  like  "Who  designed  the  Wylie 
Wabbit?" 

GREAT  PUMPKIN  PURSUIT  RACE  —  1 )  Twist  & 
Shout,  Melges  24,  Jessica  Lord;  2)  Temptation,  Cal 
2-27,  Rollye  Wiskerson;  3)  Dragon  Lady,  Express 
27,  Mike  Schaumburg;  4)  Kwazy,  Wylie  Wabbit, 
Colin  Moore;  5)  Current  Asset,  Islander  30  Mk.  II, 
John  Bowen;  6)  Fatuity,  Moore  24,  Dave  Hodges;  7) 
Wet  Bunns,  Wylie  Wabbit,  Bill  Gardner;  8)  New 
Moon,  Express  27,  Carl  Schumacher/John  Franklin; 
9)  Sayonara,  Farr  78,  Larry  Ellison;  10)  Double 
Pucker,  Melges  24,  David  Wadbrook. 

Jack  Frost  Series 

Encinal  YC’s  Jack  Frost  Series  on  Nov¬ 
ember  16  saw  only  61  boats  cross  the  start¬ 
ing  line,  down  substantially  from  90  a  year 
ago.  "The  weather  was  lousy,  which  is 
probably  why  attendance  was  down,"  figured 
race /official  Joseph  Melino.  "But  everyone 
who  sailed  told  us  they  had  fun!" 

In  southerly  winds  that  ranged  from  7-10 
knotsv  the  big  boats  got  in  a  12-mile  'double 
sausage',  while  the  small  fry  did  only  half  of 
that.  Everyone  was  finished  by  3:20  p.m.  — 
a  good  thing,  as  it  was  beginning  to  rain  in 
earnest. 

Familiar  boats  won  in  all  classes,  with  the 
exception  of  Class  C,  where  a  'new'  boat 
won  comfortably  —  Glenn  Hansen’s  20-year 
old  Whiting  25  Magic  Bus.  Hansen,  an  East 
Bay  rigger,  has  restored  the  famous  plywood 
quarter  tonner  over  the  last  few  years  and  is 
finally  beginning  to  campaign  it  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  Estuary.  "It’s  a  really  sweet 
little  boat,"  noted  Norman  Davant,  who 
servqd  as  Hansen’s  tactician. 

,  CLASS  A  (Santana  22)  —  1)  London  Calling, 
Caroline  Ross;  2)  US  99,  Bob  Barksdale.  (5  boats) 
CLASS  B  (Columbia  Challenger)  —  1)  Runa- 
ground  Sue,  James  Van  Blarigan.  (2  boats) 

CLASS  C  (PHRF  >  180)  —  1)  Magic  Bus,  Whit¬ 
ing  Quarter  Ton,  Glenn  Hansen;  2)  MyToy,  Ranger 

26,  Dave  Adams;  3)  Jubilee,  Ariel,  Don  Morrison.  (8 
boats) 

CLASS  D  (1 98  raters)  —  1 )  White  Satin,  Catalina 

27,  Steve  Reinhart;  2)  Maeve,  Thunderbird,- Nancy 
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Pettengill.  (5  boats) 

CLASS  E  (Catalina  34)  —  1)  Allegro,  Jack 
Lambert;  2)  Rollover,  Lynn  Guerra.  (4  boats) 

CLASS  F  (156-179)  —  1)  Warhawk,  Hawkfarm, 
Dave  Hankel;  2)  Zarpa,  Newport  30,  George 
Gurrola.  (7  boats) 

CLASS  G  (Catalina  30)  —  1)  Mona  Too,  David 
Halaby;  2)  Tres  Shay,  John  Jacobs.  (4  boats) 

CLASS  H  (PHRF  <  96)  —  1)  Dolphin  Dance,  SC 
50,  Dave  Sallows;  2)  Family  Hour,  Olson  30,  Bilafer 
Family;  3)  Bloom  County,  Mancebo  30,  Carl  Ondry. 
(9  boats) 

CLASS  I  (97-116)  —  1)  Swell  Dancer,  Santana 
35,  Jim  Graham;  2)  Wide  Load,  Bruce  Wilcox.  (4 


boats) 

CLASS  J  (sportboats)  —  1 )  Azzura  310,  Custom, 
Sven  Svendsen.  (2  boats) 

CLASS  K  (Merit  25)  —  1)  Twilight  Zone,  Paul 
Kamen.  (3  boats) 

CLASS  L  (117-155)  —  1)  Echo,  Wylie  34,  Hillair 
Bell;  2)  Uno,  WylieCat  30,  Steve  Wonner;  3)  Hot 
Foot,  Choate  30,  Tom  Forstrueter.  (8  boats) 

Sausalito  YC  Midwinters 

Thirty-eight  boats  out  of  the  44  entered 
made  it  to  the  starting  line  for  Sausalito  YC’s 
first  midwinter  race  on  the  nippy  afternoon 
of  November  3.  "Our  numbers  are  up  about 


Still  life  at  the  Sausalito  YC  Midwinters.  The 
head-on  shot  above  is  of  'Hippo',  Mark  Wom- 
mack's  beamy  Smith  24.  All  photos  'latitude' /rob. 


25%,  which  was  gratifying,"  claimed  race 
manager  Penny  Dudley. 

As  the  accompanying  photos  testify, 
winds  were  light  and  the  Bay  was  quite  tame. 
"Fortunately,  we  didn’t  get  greedy  and  send 
everyone  off  on  overly  long  courses,"  said 
Dudley.  "The  fast  boats  did  a  7.3-mile 
course,  while  the  slower  ones  had  two 
shorter  courses.  Just  about  everybody 
finished  for  a  change." 
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The  only  excitement  of  the  day  was  in- 
.  advertently  provided  by  the  race  committee 
•  between  the  third  and  fourth  starts.  "The 
:  course  flag  we  raised  was  the  'second 
substitute'  instead  of  the  intended  'A'," 
explained  Penny.  "I  have  no  idea  what  the 
:  'second  substitute'  flag  is  for,  or  why  it  was  in 
<  the  wrong  pouch  in  our  flag  bag.  Needless  to 

Isay,  a  postponement  ensued." 

DIV.  I  (spinnaker  <  150)  —  1)  Sally  Ann,  Express 
37,  Mike  Franchetti;  2)  Razzberries,  Olson  34, 
if  Bruce  &  Lina.Nesbit;  3)  Power  Play,  J/29,  Gordon 
i  Smith.  (10  boats) 


DIV.  II  (spinnaker  >  150)  —  1)  Hippo,  Smith  24, 
Mike  Wommack;  2)  Topper,  Moore  24,  Rich  Kor- 
man;  3)  Shazaml,  Santana  22,  Bud  Sandkulla.  (11 
boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (non-spinnaker  <  150)  —  1)  Free  Bird, 
Ericson  35,  John  Woodhull;  2)  Picaroon,  Santana 
35,  Mike  Melin/Fred  Hodgson;  3)  Trinity,  C&C  37, 
Greg  Klein.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (non-spinnaker  >  150)  —  1)  P-Trap,  Cal 
20,  Gerry  Gorski;  2)  Tackful,  Santana  22,  Cathy 
Stierhoff;  3)  Inshallah,  Santana  22,  Shirley  Bates.  (7 
boats) 

DIV.  V  (cruiser)  —  1)  Tenacious,  Islander  36, 


Roger  Milligan;  2)  Norse  Mist,  Vanguard  33,  Paul 
Klipfel;  3)  Elian  Vannin,  Gulf  29,  Bob  Garrett.  (6 
boats) 

BYC/MYCO  Midwinters 

The  one-design-oriented  '96-91  Berke¬ 
ley/Metropolitan  Midwinters  opened  with  a 
whimper  instead  of  a  bang  on  Saturday, 
November  9.  After  a  90-minute  postpone¬ 
ment,  126  boats  in  12  classes  got  in  a  quick 
(one  hour)  4.8-mile  triangle  course  on  the 
Berkeley  Circle.  As  the  light  northerly  breeze 
shifted  right,  the  first  and  last  'beats'  turned 
into  starboard  tack  fetches  —  a  drag  race 
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THE  RACING 


without  a  lot  of  passing  opportunities.  In 
fact,  most  boats  only  jibed  and  tacked  once. 
"How  you  started  pretty  much  determined 
how  you  finished,"  observed  Carl  Schum¬ 
acher,  who  drove  his  New  Moon  to  a  sec¬ 
ond-place  finish  in  the  huge  27-boat  Express 
27  class. 

A  newcomer  to  the  Bay,  Dave  Starck, 
took  the  bullet  in  the  Express  27  class  on 
Tim  Descamps’  Curses.  Originally  from  Buf¬ 
falo,  NY,  Starck  moved  out  here  recently  to 
run  the  North  Sails  loft  in  Alameda  —  so  nat¬ 
urally  Curses  was  outfitted  with  fresh  3DLs. 
Starck  shrugged  it  off  ("It  really  wasn’t  much 
of  a  race,  was  it?"),  but  the  win  didn’t  go 
unnoticed  as  most  all  the  local  sailmakers 
had  a  factory  team  entered  in  this  class. 

The  Olson  30s  were  quite  strong,  too. 
Sixteen  of  these  sleek  craft  started,  only  to 
lose  to  the  all-conquering  Jack’s  Back  again. 
This  time,  however,  owner/driver  Jack  East- 
erday  was  on  a  business  trip  to  Atlanta,  so 
tactician/main  trimmer  Chris  Sheppard  stood 
in  for  him.  Interestingly,  Sheppard  —  a 
product  of  the  Stockton  SC  junior  program 
—  commuted  down  all  year  from  his  new 
home  in  Seattle  to  keep  his  spot  aboard 
Jack’s  Backl  "We  have  a  great  team.  It’s  a 
really  happy  boat,"  said  Jack.  "However, 
after  this  weekend,  I  wonder  if  they  really 
need 
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East  Coast  refugee  Dave  Starck,  who  now  runs 
North  Sails  Alameda,  won  the  tough  27-boat 
Express  27  class  at  the  BYC/MYCO  Midwinters. 


A  pleasant  northwesterly  filled  in  for 
Sunday’s  race,  a  standard  8.8-mile  triangle, 
windward/leeward  which  used  'G'  as  the  top 
mark.  As  usual  for  the  series,  attendance  on 
Sunday  was  lower  than  the  previous  day  — 
54  boats  racing  in  just  six  classes.  "It  was 
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perfect  conditions  for  a  midwinters,  as  nice 
as  Saturday  was  awful,"  noted  Schumacher, 
who  crewed  for  partner  John  Franklin  ds 
New  Moon  won  the  smaller,  but  surprisingly 
competitive,  10-boat  Express  27  fleet. 
Curses,  without  the  pro  team,  stumbled  to 
ninth  —  proving  once  again,  perhaps,  the 
value  of  an  enlightened  crew. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  9: 

DIV.  A  (PHRF  <  117)  —  1)  Bodacious,  Farr  40, 
John  Clauser;  2)  Absolute  88,  Wylie  37,  Keith 
MacBeth;  3)  Advantage  II,  J/29,  Pat  Benedict.  (6 
boats) 

DIV.  B  (1 20-1 50)  —  1 )  Blue  Max,  Dehler  34,  The 
Freelands;  2)  Take  Off,  Laser  ^8,  The  Byrnes;  3) 
Mintaka,  C&C  36,  Gerry  Brown.  (6  boats) 

DIV.  C  (153-168)  —  1)  No  Big  Thing,  Wave¬ 
length  24,  Charlie  Hess;  2)  Twilight  Zone,  Merit  25, 
Paul  Kamen;  3)  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm,  Nicholas 
Nash;  4)  Roadhouse  Blues,  Hawkfarm,  Torben 
Bentsen;  5)  Heatwave,  Wavelength  24,  Mike  Whal¬ 
en.  (13  boats) 

DIV.  D  (171-204)  —  1)  White  Satin,  Catalina  27, 
Laraine  McKinnon;  2)  Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27,  Bill 
Chapman;  3)  Sukey  II,  Kiwi  24,  Tom  Gardner.  (8 
boats) 

DIV.E  (207-up)  —  1 )  Slippery  When  Wet,  SJ  24, 
Eric  Wiilbur;  2)  Blue  Meanie,  Tuna  20,  Nick  &  Carol 
Rau;  3)  Chaos,  Ranger23,  Tim  Stapleton.  (6  boats) 
OLSON  30  —  1 )  Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  2) 
Hoot,  Andy  Macfie;  3)  Stray  Cat,  Rebecca  Dymond; 
4)  Lurker,  Paul  Martson;  5)  Run  Wild!,  Al  Holt;  6) 
Corsair,  Don  Newman;  7)  Saint  Anne,  Dick  Heck¬ 
man.  (16  boats) 

MELGES  24  —  1)  Sabotage,  Jeff  Thorpe;  2) 
Mary  Don't  Surf,  Meyk  Eastham/Hans  Williams;  3) 
Twist  &  Shout,  Jessica  Lord.  (8  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1)  Curses,  Tim  Descamps/Dave 
Starck;  2)  New  Moon,  Carl  Schumacher/John  Frank¬ 
lin;  3)  Abigail  Morgan,  Ron  Kell;  4)  Frog  in  French, 
Kame  Richards;  5)  Baffett,  Tom  Baffico/Forest 
Baskett;  6)  Sunshine  Express,  Aidan  Collins;  7) 
Peaches,  John  Rivlin;  8)  Sonita,  Craig  Page/Bill 
Melbostad;  9)  Mad  House,  Mike  DeVries;  10) 
Mirage,  Terry  Cobb.  (27  boats) 

MOORE  24  —  1)  Kangaroo  Court,  Dave  Easter; 
2)  Hot  Rod  Lincoln,  Charles  Witcher;  3)  Free 
Flight,  Pat  Mitchell.  (8  boats) 

OLSON  25  —  1)  Barking  Dog,  Jeffrey  Kroeber; 
2)  Honey's  Money,  Jay  Aiken.  (5  boats) 

J/24  —  1)  The  Prancer,  Scott  Sellers;  2)  Cool 
Breeze,  Don  Nazzal;  3)  Airgasm,  Tim  Duffy;  4) 
Oopsl,  Vicki  Sodaro;  5)  Casual  Contact,  Don 
Oliver;  6)  Phantom,  John  Gulliford;  7)  Wonder 
Woman,  T.  Kennelly/P.  Dines.  (15  boats) 

NEWPORT  30  —  1 )  Topgallant,  Frank  Hinman; 
2)  Zarpa,  George  Gurrola;  3)  Mariner,  Bruce  Darby. 
(8  boats) 


Durbin;  2)  Sea  Monster,  Melges  24,  John  Oldham; 
3)  Smokin’,  Melges  24,  unknown.  (8  boats) 


DIV.  II  (144-168)  —  1)  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm, 
Nicholas  Nash;  2)  Free  Flight,  Moore  24,  Pat 
Mitchell;  3)  Twilight  Zone,  Paul  Kamen;  4)  Barking 
Dog,  Olson  25,  Jeffrey  Kroeber.  (11  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (171-up)  — 1)Antares,  Islander30  Mk.  II, 
Larry  Telford;  2)  Alliance,  Cal  2-27,  Whit  Conley/ 
Mark  Foster;  3)  Talisman,  J/22,  Gary  Albright;  4) 
Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27,  Bill  Chapman;  5)  Temp¬ 
tation,  Cal  2-27,  Rollye  Wiskerson.  (13  boats) 
OLSON  30  —  1 )  Stray  Cat,  Rebecca  Dymond;  2) 
Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  3)  Hoot,  Andy  Macfie. 
(9  boats) 

WABBIT  —  1 )  Mr.  McGregor,  Kim  Desenberg;  2) 
Kwazy,  Colin  Moore.  (4  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1)  New  Moon,  Carl  Schum¬ 
acher/John  Franklin;  2)  Bobs,  Mike  Hearn;  3) 
Motorcycle  Irene,  Will  Paxton.  (9  boats) 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  10:  San  Francisco  YC  Midwinters 

DIV.  I  (PHRF  <  141)  -  1)  Ixxis,  Olson  911S,  Ed  After  only  finishing  two  out  of  four 
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Rainy  day  fun  at  the  SFYC  Midwinters.  Inset: 
Cleaning  up  the  carnage  aboard  'Recidivist'. 

|  - 

scheduled  races  in  ’94  and  ’95,  the  San 
Francisco  YC  race  committee  began  to 
notice  a  trend  —  there  was  often  not  enough 
wind  and  too  much  current  on  their  trad¬ 
itional  Harding/Knox  playground.  This  year, 
SFYC  opted  for  a  brand  new  look:  they 
moved  the  starting  area  over  to  South¬ 
ampton  Shoals  and  set  inflatables.  From  the 
number  of  sign-ups  —  64,  almost  double  the 
i  entries  of  two  years  ago  —  it’s  obvious  the 
new  venue  was  well-received.  Fifty-three 
boats,  including  20  racing  doublehanded, 
actually  came  out  to  race  despite  an  omin- 
j}  ous  forecast. 

This  year’s  series,  held  in  surprisingly 
r  moderate  southerlies  on  the  rainy  weekend 
i  of  November  16-17,  got  off  to  an  explosive 
j  start.  With  the  pin  end  ridiculously  favored, 

- - * - 


the  J/35  Jarien  aggressively  attempted  to 
cross  the  fleet  on  port.  Unable  to  clear  the 
last  starboard  tacker,  Colin  Case’s  Schum¬ 
acher  39  Recidivist,  the  J/35  tried  to  duck 
rather  than  tack.  Unfortunately,  the,  hole 
between  Recidivist  and  the  boat  immediately 
to  leeward,  Blue  Chip,  wasn’t  nearly  big 
enough  — Jarien,  with  her  crew  hiking  hard, 
stood  upright  as  Recidivist’s  wind  shadow 
passed  over  them.  A  second  later,  the  tips  of 
the  two  rigs  smashed  head-on  into  each 
other. 

The  impact  snapped  the  top  of  Recid¬ 
ivist's  fractional  Southern  Spars  aluminum 
mast  off  like  a  cocktail  swizzle  stick. 
Ironically,  Jarien  escaped  unscathed  other 
than  losing  her  wind  wand  and  half  a  win- 
dex.  Jarien,  which  accepted  responsibility  for 
the  mishap,  was  even  able  to  race  the  next 
day.  Recidivist,  meanwhile,  is  out  of  action 
indefinitely.  With  plans  already  in  place  for 
late  January’s  Puerto  Vallarta  Race  and 


MEXORC,  Case  will  need  to  get  a  new  rig  in 
a  hurry.  "I’m  waiting  for  bids  from  a  few 
sparmakers  and,  depending  on  what  the  IMS 
rule  is  doing  this  week,  may  even  consider 
switching  to  carbon  fiber,"  he  said. 

The  rest  of  the  weekend  was  fortunately 
not  as  dramatic  or  expensive.  Both  days 
offered  fairly  long  courses  (three  windward 
legs)  and  fun  racingjn  shifty  conditions.  The 
series  resumes  and  concludes  with  two  more 
races  on  December  14-15,  which  may  be  a 
conflict  for  crewmembers  who  are  also  sail¬ 
ing  in  the  concurrent  BYC/MYCO  midwin¬ 
ters.  "Anyone  who  wants  to  sail  the  second 
weekend  is  welcome  for  half  price,"  said 
regatta  chairman  Tim  Russell.  "The  more, 
the  merrier!" 

DIV.  I  (PHRF  <100)  —  1)  Expeditious,  Express 
34,  Bartz  Schneider,  4  points;  2)  Blue  Chip,  Mumm 
36,  Walt  Logan,  7;  3)  (tie)  SportsChannel, 
11  :Metre,  John  Sweeney,  and  Yucca,  8-Meter,  Hank 
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Easom,  7.75;  5)  Pier  23,  11:Metre,  Hogan  Beatie, 
11.  (13  boats) 

DIV.  II  (101-135)  —  1)  White  Jacket,  Etchells, 
John  Sutak,  3.75  points;  2)  Bloodvessel,  B-25, 
Margaret  Gokey,  4.75;  3)  Casey  Jones,  Melges  24, 
David  James,  8.  (8  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (136-up)  —  1)  AWB,  J/24,  George  Peck, 

1 .5  points;  2)  Ruckus,  Newport  30,  Paul  von  Wied- 
enfield,  4;  3)  Perpetual  Motion,  Cal  31,  Noble 
Brown,  7.  (8  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (Moore  24  doublehanded)  —  1)  Low 
Profile,  Doug  Frolich/John  Donovan,  2.75  points;  2) 
Sunshine,  Stan  Martin,  6;  3)  Frenzy,  Lon  Woodrum/ 
Drew  Doll,  7.  (7  boats) 

DIV.  V  (shorthanded)  —  1)  Animal  Farm,  Wylie 
28,  Hans  &  Susie  Bigall,  2.75  points;  2)  Bacarat, 
Peterson  34,  Dave  Reed,  7;  3)  Chimera,  Express 
27,  Brett  Allen/Jeff  Jacobs,  7;  4)  Limelight,  J/105, 
Harry  Blake/Bill  Hoehler,  7.75.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  VI  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Santa  Maria, 
Santana  22,  Chris  Giovacchini,  3.75  points;  2) 
Trinity,  C&C  37,  Greg  Klein,  6.75;  3)  Veronese, 
Beneteau  45f5,  Chris  Dawson,  7.  (7  boats) 

Santa  Cruz  YC  Midwinters 

The  first  day  of  racing  in  Santa  Cruz  YC’s 
8-race  Midwinter  Series  was,  according  to 
Mike  Evans,  "Gross  and  boring,  your  typical 
midwinters  down  here!"  Held  on  the  grey, 
drizzly  afternoon  of  November  11,  the  races 
attracted  21  boats  in  the  'big'  class,  but  just 
one,  the  Hawkfarm  Nighthawk,  in  the  'little' 
division. 

Two  short  races  —  2.1  miles  and  1.3 
miles  —  were  squeezed  in  before  the  faint 
southeasterly  died  altogether.  Special  ’Ed, 
with  Dave  Hodges  driving,  took  the  first  race 
over  the  'maxi'  Octavia.  In  the  second  race, 
Animal  House  redeemed  themselves  with  a 
bullet  after  PMSing  the  opener.  "Starts  are 
everything  in  these  races,"  said  Evans.  "If 
you  don’t  get  launched  off  the  line,  you  can 
forget  about  doing  well." 

Nighthawk  won  Division  II  in  a  sailover, 
but  owner  John  Siegel  won’t  be  so  lonely  in 
future.  Desiring  more  competition,  he  just 
purchased  the  aluminum  Wylie  42  Scorpio 
from  Stanford  University.  The  boat,  donated 
to  the  Nautical  Cardinals  by  the  late  Lon 
Price,  is  a  rocketship  downwind  —  perfect 
for  the  ocean  racing  campaign  that  Siegel 
plans  to  put  together  next  summer. 

"I’m  going  to  ease  into  project  slowly, 
with  the  boat  splitting  its  time  between  San 
Francisco  and  Santa  Cruz,"  said  John,  who 
noted  that  Nighthawk  is  for  sale  or  possibly 
trade  for  a  "nice"  Moore  24. 

DIV.  1  —  1)  Tacos  Pescados,  Olson  30,  Rick 
Boston/Tim  McTighe,  7  points;  2)  Great  Pumpkin, 
Moore  24,  Jim  Maloney,  8;  3)  (tie)  Hanalei  Express, 
SC  27,  Roger  Sturgeon/Rob  Schuyler,  and  Very 
Cherry,  Moore  24,  Bruce  Edwards,  10;  5)  Special 
Edition,  Wilderness  30,  Eric  Sultan,  10.75;  6) 
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Flying  Squirrel,  SC  33,  Jack  Gordon,  12;  7) 
Octavia,  SC  50,  Shepard  Kett,  13;  8)  (tie)  Capitol 
Affair,  Olson  30,  Michael  Raabe,  and  Kamikaze, 
Moore  24,  Michael  Fink,  16;  10)  Nobody’s  Girl, 
Moore  24,  Syd  Moore,  17.  (21  boats) 

DIV.  II  —  1)  Nighthawk,  Hawkfarm,  John  Siegel, 
2.75  points.  (1  boat) 

Vendee  Globe 

The  third  Vendee  Globe  Race,  a  24,000- 
mile  non-stop  solo  circumnavigation,  got 
underway  from  Les  Sables  d’Olonne, 
France,  on  November  3.  Fifteen  solo  sailors 
(plus  one  unofficial, entry)  answered  the  call, 
all  set  on  lowering  the  record  time  of  109 
days  set  by  Titouan  Lamazou  in  Ecureuil 
d’ Aquitaine  in  the  first  race  back  in  ’89-’ 90. 
Eleven  of  the  16  are  French,  including  two 
women,  Isabelle  Autissier  and  Catherine 
Chabaud.  All  but  one  competitor  is  sailing  a 
60-footer,  with  the  three  pre-race  favorites 
—  Autissier,  two-time  BOC  winner  Chris- 
tophe  Auguin,  and  Yves  Parlier  —  all  sailing 
brand  new  Groupe  Finot  designs  equipped 
with  canting  keels  and  water  ballast  systems. 

Yves  Parlier’s  Aquitaine  Innovations,  the 
most  radical  boat  in  the  fleet,  quickly 
established  a  healthy  lead.  Parlier’s  main 
concern  was  a  lack  of  fresh  water  (his 
bladders  burst,  and  he  has  no  desalinator) 
until  the  evening  of  November  19.  That’s 
when  his  headstay  broke,  essentially  knock¬ 
ing  him  out  of  contention.  Unable  to  sail 
aggressively,  he  has  already  been  passed  by 
second-place  Autissier1,  with  Augin  and 
Canadian  Gerry  Roufs  —  also  sailing  a  Finot 
60-footer  —  not  far  behind.  The  first  three 
boats  all  crossed  the  Equator  after  only  18 


This  boat  just  lowered  one  of  the  holiest  East 
Coast  distance  records.  See  'Race  Notes'. 


days,  two  days  ahead  of  the  record  pace. 

Four  boats  have  been  forced  back  to  Les 
Sables,  the  only  stop  permitted,  for  repairs. 
Didier  Mundeteguy  of  France  was  dismasted 
and  is  probably  out  of  the  race.  Hungarian 
skipper  Nandor  Fa  has  been  doubly  unlucky 

—  first,  he  turned  back  to  Les  Sables  think¬ 
ing  his  canting  keel  was  moving  too  much  in 
the  trunk.  Finding  no  damage,  he  restarted 

—  only  to  collide  with  a  Panama-registered 
cargo  ship.  Fa’s  starboard  hull  and  standing 
rigging  were  damaged,  and  he’s  heading  in 
to  port  again.  If  history  repeats  itself,  only 
half  the  fleet  will  finish  this  brutal  race. 

The  troops  are  presently  enjoying  easy 
sunny  trade  wind  sailing  off  the  coast  of 
Africa,  with  everyone  resting  up  for  the  rigors 
of  the  Roaring  Forties.  In  a  communication 
to  race  headquarters,  Autissier  said,  "I’m 
happy  to  take  the  lead  again,  but  it’s  not 
really  significant  because  of  the  small 
distances  between  us.  We’re  not  in  the 
Southern  Ocean  yet,  and  everything  can 
change.  I’m  sad  that  Yves  is  not  in  the  game 
anymore.  It’s  fun  to  fight  with  Christophe 
again. —  it’s  motivating." 

Race  Notes 

The  'slatting  Olympics';  Four  ULDB  70s 
and  three  turbo-sleds  started  Southwestern 
YC’s  do-it-yourself  Cabo  Race  on  Nov¬ 
ember  8,  but  only  one  had  the  patience  to 
actually  finish  —  Mike  Campbell’s  Andrews 
70+  Victoria.  After  doing  a  200-mile  day 
getting  out  of  San  Diego,  the  tiny  fleet  ran 
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out  of  wind  and  basically  sat  for  4-5  days 
until  the  fun  factor  (and,  in  some  cases, 
food)  ran  out.  Boats  pulled  into  Turtle  Bay 
and  Mag  Bay,  and  the  crews’  improvised  exit 
strategies  —  such  as  Pyewacket’s  'Operation 
Disney  Storm'  out  of  Turtle  Bay  —  are  prob¬ 
ably  more  interesting  them  the  race.  "Races 
like  this  will  definitely  cure  you  of  any  desire 
to  ever  sail  a  Mexican  race  again,"  claimed 
one  pro  sailor  who  had  best  remain  anony¬ 
mous.  For  the  books,  Mongoose  won  the 
lightly-attended  1996  ULDB  70  Offshore 
Championship  by  three  points  over  Taxi 
Dancer. 

New  for  ’97:  The  first  Antrim  27  just 
rolled  out  of  the  US1  factory  in  La  Selva 
Beach.  It  should  be  sailing  by  the  time  you 
read  this  "if  the  rain  ever  stops."  Hull  number 
!  two  is  now  in  the  molds,  and  five  more 
'  Antrim  27s  are  already  back-ordered.  "It’s  a 
really  elegant  boat,  like  none  other  around," 
t:  claimed  builder  Jeff  Canepa.  "Basically,  it’s 

{a  sportboat  with  a  real  interior!"  The  new 
boat  will  be  in  Richmond  until  mid-Decem¬ 
ber  —  call  Canepa  at  (408)  763-2720  to 
)j  arrange  for  a  spin  on  the  new  boat.  But 
()  hurry,  as  the  boat  is  headed  to  SoCal  right 
i,  after  that,  and  then  possibly  on  to  Key  West 
jj  Race  Week.  Meanwhile,  USI  continues  to 
ii  pop  out  the  27’s  little  sister,  the  Ultimate 
I!  20,  at  a  steady  clip.  Seventy  U-20s  hare 
:  now  gone  out  the  door. 

Bermuda  or  bust:  Propelled  by  40-knot 
,i  tailwinds,  Jean-Pierre  Mouligne  and  a  crew 
!  of  three  rode  the  new  Open  50  CCP/Cray 
:  Valley  to  a  new  Newport-Bermuda  rec- 
V  ord  last  month.  They  finished  the  chilly  run 
i  in  53  hours,  55  minutes,  lowering  Boomer¬ 
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ang’s  record  (set  during  this  summer’s  race) 
by  more  than  3lA  hours.  This  was  Mouligne’s 
second  shot  at  the  record  —  a  previous 
attempt  at  the  end  of  October  was  called  off 
after  225  miles.  The  rhumbline  distance 
between  the  ports  is  635  miles,  but  CCPI 
Cray  Valley  did  more  like  765  miles  in 
smashing  the  record.  Their  high  speed  was 
30.6  knots,  while  their  average  speed  was  a 
remarkable  14.2  knots,  well  into  multihull 
territory.  Moulignd  praised  his  crew  and 
weather  router  Bob  Rice,  noting  that  no  one 
ate  or  slept  much  during  the  bouncy  two-day 
crossing.  "The  wind  never  dipped  below  30 
the  whole  time,"  he  said.  "It  was  extremely 
cold  —  our  hapds  and  feet  were  soaking  wet 
and  frozen."  Sounds  like  perfect  training  for 
the  Southern  Ocean! 

Dinghy  daze:  A  number  of  bigtime  cham¬ 
pionships  on  the  Bay  are  in  the  works  for 
next  summer.  St.  Francis  YC  will  host  around 
200  boats  for  the  Europe  Dinghy  Worlds 
on  July  28-August  10,  followed  by  the  J/24 
North  Americans  on  August  14-17.  The 
Aussie  18s  will  also  sail  bn  the  Gityfront  in 
late  July,  with  the  ESPN  cameras  rolling. 
Richmond  YC  will  host  the  1-14  Worlds  in 
late  August,  and  the  49er  Nationals  will  be 
in  Santa  Cruz  on  May  24-26.  The  hot  new 
49ers  will  also  hold  one  of  their  four  anpual 
Intergalactics  on  the  Cityfront  on  August  22- 
24. 

In  case  you  haven’t  heard,  the  double- 


the  Olympics  to  443).  The  trend  is  obviously 
towards  less  expensive,  more  athletic  boats 
—  not  a  bad  thing.  Meanwhile,  women’s 
match  racing,  which  had  hoped  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  as  an  eleventh  discipline,  was  nixed. 

To  date,  there  are  seven  49ers  on  the 
Bay.  The  'pioneers'  are  John  Gilmour,  Jim 
Wondolleck,  Jim  Maloney,  Robin  Johnson, 
Wink  Saville,  Morgan  Larson  and  dealer 
George  Pedrick.  "Forget  all  you  know  about 
normal  dinghy  sailing  — ;  these  are  skiffs," 
said  Wondolleck.  "They  generate  an  incred¬ 
ible  amount  of  power  really  fast,  and  are  a 
handful  to  control.  We’re  all  learning  a 
whole  bunch  of  new  dance  steps!" 

Sale  boats  of  the  month:  ’95  Olson  25 
champ  Bill  Riess  recently  bought  into  the 
Express  37  G.U.,  which  has  been  renamed 
Elan.  (Bill’s  Olson  25  Vivace  is  actively  for 
sale).  Riess’s  partners  in  the  new  endeavor 
are  existing  co-owner  Chuck  Cunningham 
and  Frank  Morrow,  who  previously  owned 
the  Lafitte  44  Calliope.  .  .  Will  Paxton  and 
Jay  Lambiotte,  both  Quantum  sailmakers, 
just  bought  the  Express  27  Motorcycle 
Irene  from  Mike  'Admiral'  Duvall. 

Barry  Danieli  recently  sold  his  red  J/35 
Fever  to  Jaime  Quevado,  who  will  sail  it  out 
of  South  Beach  Marina.  Barry  plans  to  get 
back  into  gliding,  his  other  passion,  in  the 
near  future.  .  .  Dale  Parshall  of  Richmond 
YC  just  picked  up  the  Baltic  38  Gemini  with 
an  eye  toward  the  next  single  or  double- 
handed  TransPac.  .  .  Tom  Sayer  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  J/105  Invictus,  which  he  plans 
to  race  out  of  Sausalito.  Two  other  folks 
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The  new  Antrim  27.  We'd  love  to  wake  up  on 
Christmas  morning  and  find  this  in  our  driveway. 


trapped  49er  was  voted  in  as  the  latest 
Olympic  class  for  the  2000  Games  at 
Sydney.  The  venerable  Star,  an  Olympic 
stalwart  since  the  Paleozoic  Era,  got  the  ax, 
thus  keeping  the  number  of  classes  com¬ 
peting  at  ten  (and  the  number  of  sailors  in 


have  just  ordered  new  J/105s.  "Our  class  is 
on  an  upswing,"  claimed  Sam  Hock  ( Jose 
Cuervo).  "And,  no,  we’re  not  going  to  lend 
our  boats  to  the  Brut  Cup  again.  This  time 
we  mean  it!" 

Just  one  of  the  guys:  Oracle  CEO  Larry 
Ellison  spent  the  weekend  of  October  26-27 
doing  what  'normal'  folks  do,  i.e.  sailing  his 
boat  in  a  pair  of  low-key  pursuit  races.  On 
Saturday,  Ellison  steered  Sayonara  to  victory 
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in  the  annual  St.  Francis  YC  Interclub 
Regatta  over  a  21 -boat  fleet.  Bob  Garvie’s 
Mumm  30  Bullsette  was  second  in  the 
blustery  non-spinnaker  race,  followed  by 
Monroe  Wingate’s  J/44  Marilyn.  .  .  The  next 
day,  Sayonara  competed  in  the  Big  Daddy 
Pursuit  Race,  only  to  run  out  of  race  track 
and  finish  ninth. 

During  November,  Sayonara  went  for 
several  daysails  on  the  Bay,  often  enter¬ 
taining  visiting  dignitaries  like  Walter 
Cronkite  —  who  apparently  can  steer  quite 
well!  Sayonara  is  presently  en  route  to  the 
Caribbean,  where  she’ll  compete  in  Antigua 
Race  Week  and  other  fun  regattas.  Naturally, 
a  boat  like  Sayonara  needs  a  stylish  tender 
for  the  upcoming  circuit,  a  detail  that  Ellison 
just  took  care  of  —  he  bought  a  192-foot, 
four-year-old  goldplater  named  October 
Rose  for  somewhere  around  $30  million! 

One  design  heaven:  About  300  boats  are 
expected  at  Yachting  Key  West  Race 
Week  on  January  19-24.  Half  of  them  will 
be  racing  one  design,  with  classes  projected 
for  lD-48s,  Corel  45s,  Mumm  36s  and  30s, 
Melges  30s  and  24s,  and  J/80s.  The  Melges 
24  class  will  once  again  field  60-some  boats, 
but  even  more  impressive  is  the  explosive 
growth  in  the  Mumm  30  class  —  from  11 
boats  in  their  debut  last  year  to  a  projected 
30  this  year!  Bay  Area  boats  that  intend  to 
make  the  trek  to  Florida  include  at  least  three 
Melgi  (Don  Jesberg,  Jessica  Lord,  Robert 
Harf)  and  Margaret  Gokey’s  B-25  Blood¬ 
vessel.  Many  of  the  Bay  Area’s  topnotch 
sailors  will  also  fly  back,  including  Seadon 
Wijsen  ( More  War  Stories,  Tripp  ILC  40)  and 
Dee  Smith  (Jameson). 

Smith,  incidentally,  has  taken  a  part-time 
job  as  a  salesman  with  Lager  Yachts  in 
Sausalito.  Not  surprisingly,  he’s  pushing 
performance  sailboats  such  as  the  Mumm  30. 
He  also  teased  us  with  the  news  that  a 
"prominent  West  Coast  yachtsman"  has  just 
commissioned  Nelson/Marek  to  draw  a 
'West  Coast  45'  which  will  hopefully  go 
into  production  down  in  New  Zealand.  With 
no  overlapping  jibs  or  runners,  the  new  boat 
sounds  similar  to  the  new  Farr-designed 
Corel  45,  which  is  currently  the  rage  on  the 
East  Coast.  "Actually,  our  boat  will  be 
better,"  claimed  Dee,  who  promises  to 
divulge  the  whole  story  next  month. 

Getting  back  to  Mumm  30s,  the  wind 
gods  wreaked  'light  and  variable'  havoc  on 
that  class’s  first  family  get-together  back  in 
Annapolis  in  late  October.  The  ’96  Lewmar 
Mumm  30  Cup,  the  de  facto  Nationals,  at¬ 
tracted  a  stellar  33-boat  fleet  for  what  turned 
out  to  be  a  painfully  fluky  4-race  series.  Off 
the  Gauge,  owned  and  sailed  by  Jack  Lefort 
of  Stuart,  Florida,  was  the  winner.  Nearly 
100  Mumm  30s  have  been  sold  already,  with 
no  sign  of  a  let-up.  Part  of  the  winning 


The  Azzura  310,  a  work  in  progress.  Apparently 
it's  a  bit  tippy  in  its  current  configuration,  a 
problem  the  builders  are  addressing. 


formula  —  other  than  a  fun  and  relatively 
easy-to-sail  boat  —  is  the  class’s  owner/ 
driver  rule,  as  well  as  limiting  each  boat  to 
only  one  pro  sailor. 

Speaking  of  30-footers,  the  Azzura  310 
has  been  making  the  rounds  of  the  local 
midwinters.  "She  sails  fairly  well  to  her  rating 
of  66,"  said  builder  Arne  Jonsson.  "Right 
now,  however,  we’re  in  the  process  of 
switching  to  a  heavier  keel  —  2,000  pounds 
vs.  the  present  1,600.  We  think  that  will 
make  the  boat  even  better!"  Arne  claims 
there’s  lots  of  interest  in  the  new  design,  but 
no  firm  orders  quite  yet.  Call  his  partner, 
Sven  Svendsen,  at  (510)  521-8454  if  you’d 
like  a  demo  sail  on  the  Azzura. 

Racing  round-up:  Only  six  boats  an¬ 
swered  the  starting  guns  at  the  Sausalito 
CC’s  first  midwinter  race  on  October  26. 
Braving  the  blustery  conditions  were  the 
following  class  winners:  Lysistrata  (Excalibur 
26,  Jeff  Hutter),  Trinity  (C&C  37,  Greg 
Klein)  and  Listing  (Ranger  24,  Tim  Ballard). 
.  .  Just  five  boats  participated  in  IYC’s  Jack 
&  Jill  +1  Race  on  the  Estuary  last  month. 
Sylvaine  Guille  won  with  the  Wabbit  Wet 
Bunns. . .  Jim  Maloney  took  the  Champion 
of  Champions  down  in  Santa  Cruz,  a 
winner-take-all  12.5-mile  race  held  on 
November  2  for  all  SCYC  season  winners. 
Maloney  sailed  his  Moore  24  Great  Pumpkin 
to  a  one  minute  victory  over  runners-up 
Summertime  and  Tacos  Pescados  in  a  16- 
boat  fleet. 


In  late  October,  Jack  Woodhull’s  Per¬ 
sephone  won  the  Los  Angeles  YC-hosted 
Cal  40  Nationals  again  over  six  other 
boats.  .  .  The  first  SBYRA  Midwinters, 
hosted  by  Coyote  Point  YC  on  November 
16,  was  extremely  wet.  Sixteen  boats  sailed 
in  three  classes,  with  the  following  winners: 
Div.  I  —  Pizote  (Santana  30GP,  Kevin 
Knick);  Div.  II  —  Chablis  IV  (Cal  25  Mk.  II, 
Dave  Few);  and  Div.  Ill  —  Attitude  (Cal  2- 
27,  Rhett  Smith). 

New  from  the  Right  Coast:  Annapolis  pro 
sailor  Chris  Larson,  the  reigning  J/24  world 
champ,  won  the  highly  competitive  J/24 
East  Coast  Championship  over  80  boats 
in  his  hometown  on  November  1-3.  Terry 
Hutchinson  was  second;  Brad  Read  was 
third.  .  .  Rip  Carruthers’  Great  Lake-based 
N/M  30  Invincible,  with  Newport  Beach 
sailmaker  Harry  Pattison  calling  the  shots, 
dominated  the  MORC  Internationals  in 
Tampa,  Florida,  on  October  24-27.  Fifty-five 
boats  sailed  in  the  light  air  six-race  series. 
Carruthers  apparently  is  relocating  to  San 
Diego,  where  he  recently  purchased  the 
J/World  franchise. 

Race  announcements:  The  Southern 
California  Match  Racing  Challenge,  a 

new  three-weekend  match  racing  series  in 
Long  Beach  Sailing  Foundation’s  tired 
Catalina  37s,  has  been  announced  for  next 
summer.  Ten  SoCal  yacht  clubs  (out  of  the 
roughly  100  down  there)  will  be  selected  to 
square  off  in  the  new  series,  which  begins  on 
April  5-6.  .  .  .  Santa  Cruz  YC  is  tentatively 
planning  a  new  race  from  Santa  Cruz  to 
Morro  Bay  over  Memorial  Day  Weekend. 
The  race  will  replace  the  now-defunct  Santa 
Cruz  to  Santa  Barbara  Race. 

Grand  prix  notes:  1SAF  Sperry  Top  Sider 
World  Sailor  of  the  Year  honors  went  to 
Jochen  Schumann  of  Germany  and  Lai 
Shan  Lee  of  Hong  Kong.  Each  were  gold 
Olympic  medalists,  in  the  Soling  and 
boardsailing  disciplines  respectively.  .  . 
Peter  Gilmour  (AUS)  defeated  Ed  Baird 
(USA)  in  the  Pizza-La  Nippon  Cup  match 
racing  in  Hayama,  Japan,  last  month.  .  . 
Paul  Cayard,  with  John  Kostecki  among  his 
crew,  beat  Chris  Law  (GBR)  in  a  "thrilling 
finals"  to  claim  the  Steinlager  Line  7 
Grand  Prix  in  Auckland.  Following  that 
series,  Cayard  and  Kostecki  were  joined  by 
other  AmericaOne  syndicate  principals  for  a 
week  of  training  and  data  gathering  on  the 
America’s  Cup  course  for  2000. 

Tune  in  next  month  to  read  all  about  the 
second  annual  Teak  Deck  Regatta,  a  light- 
air  competition  which  occurred  during  our 
deadline  weekend.  Run  by  the  Richmond  YC 
and  sponsored  by  Leech  &  Rudiger  Sails  and 
KKM1,  the  regatta  attracted  17  elegant  boats. 
Mistress,  Tom  Mitchell’s  Swan  53,  was  the 
overall  winner. 
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BERTH  YOUR  BOAT  IN 

SAUSALITO 


MODERN  FACILITIES  IN  A  WELL  PROTECTED  HARBOR 


Concrete 
Dock  System 

Well  Maintained 
Facilities 

Beautiful 

Surroundings 


•  DEEP  WATER  BERTHS: 

BASIN  AND  CHANNEL 
DREDGED 

•  CARD  KEY  SECURITY  SYSTEM 

•  DOCK  CARTS 

•  PUMP  OUT  STATION 

•  AMPLE  PARKING 

.  CLEAN  SHOWER  AND 
TOILET  FACILITIES 

•  WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE: 
MARKET/DELI 

LAUNDROMAT  •  RESTAURANT 

•  AT  EACH  BERTH: 

LARGE  STORAGE  BOX 

'  METERED  ELECTRICITY 
PHONE  HOOK-UPS  •  WATER 

Kappas  Marina 
100  Gate  Six  Road 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)332-5510 


1  14 


SAIL  EXCHANGE 

USED  SAILS 
UP  TO 

70%  OFF 

1 00s  of  Mains,  Genoas  and 
Spinnakers  to  Choose  From  .  .  . 
Many  Are  New! 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  AND  THE 
SAILS  ARE  GUARANTEED  TO  FIT 
OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 

WE  BUY  SAILS  FOR  CASH 

407  Fullerton  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

800-628-8152 


Flush  your  systems 

During  the  busy  summer  regatta  scene,  maintaining 
your  boat  usually  ranks  at  the  bottom  of  the  list.  With  the 
added  pressure  of  travel  and  scheduling,  the  little  jobs 
seem  to  add  up  to  almost  insurmountable  tasks  by  the  end 
of  the  weekend. 

But  with  just  a  little  maintenance  at  the  end  of  each  day, 
you  will  have  a  more  enjoyable  weekend  with  worry-free 
mornings.  Your  boat  will  work  better  and  your  sailing  will 
be  more  enjoyable. 

One  of  the  easiest  things  to  do  with  Harken  equipment 
is  flushing  it  down  with  fresh  water.  I  suggest  a  thorough 
wash  down  of  the  boat  after  arriving  at  the  regatta  site.  Just 
a  little  dish  washing  detergent  and  warm  water  around  the 
boat  will  remove  any  grime  from  the  garage  or  road  from 
the  blocks  and  travelers.  Just  flush  the  soap  out  with 
freshwater  and  the  blocks  will  work  like  new. 

At  the  end  of  racing,  grab  the  hose  if  you  have  easy 
access,  but  if  you  don’t  you  shouldn’t  fret.  Empty  your 
excess  water  from  your  bottles  or  your  Harken  cooler  over 
the  blocks,  travelers  orfurlers.  Not  only  are  you  conserving 
valuable  water,  but  you’re  also  avoiding  delays  at  the  hose 
line  and  can  win  the  race  to  the  showers. 

PJ  Schaffer 
Harken  One  Design 


Wedges  can  be 
installed  under 
cam  to  adjust 
angle. 


Ratchet  sheaves  are  machined 
from  solid  6061 -T6 aluminum 
for  strength  and  corrosion 
resistance. 


New  Black  Magic 
carbon  filled  balls  add 
performance  and  maxi¬ 
mum  UV  protection. 


Ball  bearing 
Cam-Matic  cleat 
can  be  mounted 
on  underside  of  arm 
and  sheet  run  through 
slot  for  downward 
release. 

Ball  bearings  carry  both 
the  line  load  and  prevent 
sheave  from  ruboihg  on 
the  cheeks  of  the  block. 

Arm  is  stamped  from  6061 -T6 
aluminum  and  Hardkote  Teflon 
impregnated. 

Dual  rows  of  Delrin  ball  bearings  oh 
a  large  diameter  race  are  the  secret 
to  the  smooth  free-swiveling  action. 

.Stainless  steel  sideplates  distribute  load. 

Stops  on  base  prevent  line  from  fouling  on  itself. 

Tough  Delrin  body  is  UV  stabilized  I 
for  years  of  trouble-free  use. 


HARKEN 


1251  East  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Pewaukee,  Wisconsin  53072  USA 
Telephone:  (414)  691-3320.  Fax:  (414)  691-3008 
Web  Site:  http://www.paw.com/sail/harken/ 
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Big  O,  one  hell  of  a  ’magic  boat’,  is  almost  gone. 

For  one  or  two  last  St.  Martin-based  charter  opportunities, 
call  Richard  at  415  383-8200  Ext.  111. 
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GOLDEN  STATE 

DIESEL  MARINF 

PARTS  AND  SERVICE 


PATHFINDER  •  YANMAR  •  UNIVERSAL 
•  WESTERBEKE  • 

DIESEL  &  GAS  ENGINES 


Barbara  Campbell 


351  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CA  94606 


(510)  465-1093 


CUSTOM  INNERSPRING  MATTRESSES 


CUSTOM  COMFORT  YOU  CAN  FEEL! 

•  Contour  Shapes  •  Angles  •  V-berths 
No  Problem! 

•  Latex  Foam  Rubber  Mattresses 
CUSTOM  FITTED: 

•  Bedspreads  •  Blankets  •  Sheets  •  Mattress  Pads 
Anything  is  possible  -  and  we  ship  anywhere! 

With  a  simple  paper  template,  HANDCRAFT  MATTRESS  CO.  can 
hand-tailor  an  innerspring  mattress  to  fit  ANY  shape  needed. 

for  MORE  INFORMATION  OR  TO  CONTACT  A  REPRESENTATIVE  NEAREST  YOU  CALL: 

SO.  CAL.  FACTORY:  1-800-241-7751 
NO.  CAL.  REPRESENTATIVE  415-563-1924 


iUlPIV  Handcraft 

JUUFat 


Mattress  Co. 


60  1  E .  Alton ,  Santa  Ana,  Ca  92705 


Seapower 

DISTRIBUTION  OR  DEALER  FOR: 

VELVET  DRIVE  •  VOLVO  •  CRUSADER  •  LEHMAN 
VACU-FLUSH  •  RACOR  •  RARITAN  •  BARR  •  SHERWOOD 
HURTH  •  JABSCO  •  MORSE  •  UNIVERSAL  •  VERNAV 
and  other  major  lines  of  quality  marine  parts  and  accessories 

SALES  -  PARTS  -  SERVICE  •  UPS  Shipments  daily 
333  KENNEDY  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CA  94606 

(51 0)  533-9290  Fax  (51 0)  534-0908 


1-800-326-5135 

Fax  415-453-8460 


619  CANAL  ST.,  SAN  RAFAEL,  CA  94901 


PHONE  (415)  453-1001 


•  New  &  Used  Engines 

•  Largest  Parts  Inventory 

•  Same  Day  Shipping 

•  Service 


"WE  SHIP  WORLDWIDE" 


VOLVO  PENTA  •  OMC  •  EVINRUDE 
DETROIT  DIESEL  •  PERKINS 


Ml  MM  Wiffi 

ll 

1 

1 

2418  Teagarden  Street  •  San  Leandro,  CA  94577 

Repairing  and  repitching  of  ALL  brands  and  makes 
3/4"  -  2"  Aquamet  22  Shafting  in  stock 
Distributor  of  Michigan  Wheel  Corporation 


Now  Northern  California  Authorized 
Volvo  Propeller  Sales  &  Repairs 


California's  Original  Propeller  Family  Since  1925 


Official  Notice  -  Bob  Kilian  is  now  on  staff  -  Experience  Counts 


(510)  614-0596  •  fax  (510)  614-0689 


ATLANTIC  4 8 

ALSO  THE  NEW  ATLANTIC  4  2' " 


PERFORMANCE  THAT'S  MILES  AHEAD 


CHRIS  WHITE  DESIGNS 


5  SMITH'S  WAY',  S.  DARTMOUTH,.  MA  02748 
TEL:  508-636-6111  FAX:  508-636-6110 


1500  SAILS 
IN  STOCK! 

ALL  KINDS 
NEW  AND  USED 
FULLY  GUARANTEED 


•  STORM  JIBS 

•  TRYSAILS 

•  CRUISING  SPINNAKERS 

•  SPINNAKER  SOCKS 

•  MAINS 

• GENOAS 

•  ROLLER  FURLERS 


The  largest  selection  of  Quality  Off-The-Shelf 
Sails  available.  FAST  AND  ECONOMICAL I 
Select  from  Sur  warehouse  inventory  now.  All 
new  sails  come  with  a  2  year  written  Warranty. 
Used  Sails  are  fully  guaranteed  tor  fit  and  condi¬ 
tion.  CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG 


THE  SAIL  WAREHOUSE 

Ph.  (408)  646-5346  Fax  (408)  646-5958  B 


We  need  your  Boat 

Your  tax  deductible  boat  donation  will  help  send 
hundreds  of  young  men  and  women  to  sea  each  year 
on  voyages  of  self-discovery.  We  will  take  care  of 
everything,  just  call  the  toll  free  number  below... 


S.A.L.T.S.  Sail  &  Life  Training  Society 
toll  free:  I -888-383-68 1  I,  fax:  I -250-383-778 1 
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CHANGES 


With  reports  this  month  from  Bigfoot  IV  on  the  cost  of  cruising  in  Mexico; 
from  Nepenthe  on  day-to-day  life  crossing  the  Pacific;  from  Enterprise  on 
her  uncanny  ability  to  find  herself  in  the  path  of  hurricanes;  from  New 
Horizons  on  the  pleasures  of  Panama  and  Cartagena;  from  Malmac  on  the 
Tradewinds  Rally;  from  Avatar  on  the  constant  threat  of  theft  in  Venezuela, 
and  Cruise  Notes. 


Bigfoot  IV  —  Morgan  Out-Island  41 

Melly,  Harry,  Ag  The  Cat 

The  Cost  Of  Qruising 

(Seattle  /  La  Paz) 

November  4  marked  our  first  anniversary 
of  cruising  in  Mekico.  As  such,  we  thought 
we’d  answer  a  question  that  seems  to  be  of 
great  interest  to  most  wannabe  cruisers: 
What  does  it  cost  to  cruise? 

Having  diligently  kept  track  of  every 
centavo  we’ve  spent,  we  can  report  that 
everything  —  including  health  insurance 
premiums,  a  haulout,  and  new  boat 
carpeting  —  came  to  $614.33  U.S.  per 
month.  No  wonder  many  of  the  cruisers  here 
in  Mexico  joke  that  they’re  "not  leaving  until 
they  can  afford  to".  Maybe  they’re  not 
joking. 

Ours  was  one  of  the  few  boats  to  spend 
the  entire  summer  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  and 
it  was  terrific.  Our  favorite  place  in  the  Sea 
was  XOXOXOXO  XOXOXO,  on  the  XOXOX 
tip  of  XOXOXOXO  XOXOX  Island.  It  was 
remote,  unspoiled,  uncrowded,  and  featured 
crystal  clear  water,  great  fishing  and  great 
diving.  So  you’ll  understand  why  we’re  not 
going  to  identify  it. 

In  response  to  Latitude’s  request  for 
feedback  on  watermakers,  we've  have  a  PUR 
80  which  has  made  —  without  any  problem 

—  virtually  all  our  water  for  the  year. 
Incidentally,  all  the  juice  for  our  watermaker 

—  as  well  as  the  rest  of  our  boat  —  has  come 


Remote,  unspoiled,  uncrowded,  but  with  crystal 
clear  water  and  great  fishing  —  anchorages  in 
the  Sea  of  Cortez  have  much  going  for  them. 


from  four  solar  panels.  We  never  had  to  run 
our  engine  to  recharge  our  batteries. 

We  waited  out  hurricane  Fausto  at  Bahia 
Concepcion.  We  didn’t  get  a  hurricane,  but 
we  did  find  George’s  Ole,  a  great  burger 
place  at  Isla  Requison.  Michael  George,  the 
owner,  has  a  satellite  dish  that  receives  the 
weather  channel,  and  kept  us  cruisers 
current  on  Fausto  via  the  VHF. 

We’re  heading  back  to  Z-town  for 
Christmas.  I’ve  been  working  on  some  Mo- 
Town  stuff  with  the  Gumbo  Ya-Ya  band,  so 
this  Christmas  we’ll. have  Mo-Town  in  Z- 
town.  So  come  on  down  and  get  down! 

P.S.  It’s  a  hard  life. 

—  dirty-legged  melly,  harry,  &  ag  cat 
gorman 

Melly,  Harry,  and  Ag  —  Just  over  $600 
for  your  housing,  food,  recreation, 
transportation,  health  insurance  and  boat 
maintenance.  Not  bad.  And  to  think  that 
everyone  thinks  that  cruising  is  the  pastime 
of  some  wealthy  elite. 

Nepenthe  —  Folkes  39 

Tom  Scott 

Day  After  Day  On  The  Ocean 

(Menlo  Park)  1 

I  stayed  in  Z-town  longer  than  I  had 
intended.  I  had  plenty  of  excuses  for  staying, 
but  in  truth  I  simply  didn’t  want  to  leave.  I 
love  the  place.  Finally,  it  got  harder  and 
harder  to  justify  remaining,  so  I  began 
stocking  up  on  fuel,  food,  and  water  for  the 
long  passage  to  the  South  Pacific.  The  last 
time  I  made  the  passage  was  about  seven 
years  ago,  at  the  start  of  my 
circumnavigation. 

Despite  having  written  so  many  of  these 
letters,  1  had  never  written  much  about 
Nepenthe’s  passages.  Partly,  they  don’t  seem 
to  me  all  that  fascinating  in  themselves. 
Passages  are  just  what  a  sailor  does  to  get  to 
the  next  place.  Living  on  a  boat  at  sea  is  not 
all  that  different  from  living  on  one  in  port 
except  that  there  are  no  new  people  to  meet, 
no  new  places  to  explore,  no  conversations 
to  report  —  heck,  I  don’t  even  have  anyone 
to  talk  to!  —  and  few  events  to  describe. 

The  thought  persisted  that  having  not 
written  about  a  passage  left  something 
undone,  and  even  if  I  wrote  the  same  things 


day  after  day,  the  very  sameness  might  be 
enlightening  —  if  not  very  entertaining.  So 
before  I  left,  I  decided  to  write  a  few 
sentences  on  each  day  of  my  3,000  mile 
passage  from  Z-town  to  Hiva  Oa  in  the 
Marquesas. 

What  follows  is  what  I  wrote,  with 
precious  little  editing.  It  should  be  noted  that 
this  passage  was  in  no  way  unusual  — 
except  for  its  length.  As  in  most  passages, 
there  was  no  horrible  weather  nor  major 
equipment  failures.  It  was  completely  typical, 
usual  and  average.  ■ 

March  11  — My  friend  Alejandra  came  by 
for  coffee.  She  tried  to  cheer  me  up  about 
having  to  leave.  I  was  sad  to  leave  the  town 
and  friends  whom  I  might  not  ever  see 
again.  It  was  afternoon  before  I  was  ready  to 
go,  with  the  main  flapping  in  the  breeze,  jib  ; 
on  deck,  engine  running.  I  reached  out  of  the 
bay  under  genoa  and  full  main  in  light 
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I  winds.  As  we  passed  the  headland,  I  shut 
down  the  engine  —  1  don’t  like  to  motor  — 
and  engaged  the  vane.  I  sat  in  the  cockpit 
and  watched  Zihuatanejo  slowly  fade  from 
s  view. 

I  thought  of  Alejandra  and  Joaquin  and 
Luis,  of  Noemi  and  Leonora,  of  Nozo  and 
Ismael  and  Helga,  and  I  as  did  tears  ran 
down  my  face.  I  remember  their  laughter 
and  smiles,  the  quiet,  comfortable  moments, 
i.  and  the  little  troubles  life  brings  to  all.  I 
I  thought,  too,  of  the  people  for  whom  I  knew 
i  no  names:  the  girl  at  the  vegetable  stand 
who  would  blush  furiously  when  I  told  her 
she  had  a  pretty  smile;  the  grave,  polite 
teenager  who  would  help  me  load  water 
;  containers  into  my  dinghy;  the  girl  in  the 
small  convenience  store  who  would  always 
:  tease  me  about  something.  Though  I  don’t 
1  even  know  their  names,  somehow  they 
seemed  liked,  friends.  I’ve  lost  them  all,  and 


Clockwise  from  top  left:  'Nepenthe'  hauled  at 
Port  San  Luis;  Tom  Scott  in  the  Marquesas;  Z- 
town;  Tom  checking  an  outboard  prop. 

I  am  so  sad. 

The  dolphins  came  by,  but  I  was  not 
cheered.  They  went  away.  The  sea  changed 
from  green  to  blue.  Zihuatanejo  dropped 
further  astern,  and  by  sunset  I  could  not  see 
it  at  all. 

March  12  —  Nepenthe  continued  on  a 
beam  reach.  When  I  left  Z-town  I  set  no 
course.  I’m  so  sad  that  I  still  don’t  bother  to 
set  one.  For  awhile  I  thought  about  turning 
around  and  going  back,  but  didn’t  do 
anything.  Around  noon  I  set  the  staysail.  It 
didn’t  make  any  perceptible  difference,  and 
I  don’t  know  why  I  bothered.  The  sea  is  flat 
and  the  wind  about  10  knots.  A  few  ships 
have  passed  far  off  on  the  horizon.  I  nap  in 
the  cockpit  and  dream  I’m  still  back  at 
anchor  and  Alejandra  is  making  circles 
around  my  boat  on  a  jet  ski,  yelling  at  me  in 
Spanish. 


Tonight  it’s  clear,  as  usual,  with  just  a  few 
'•  clouds  off  on  the  horizon.  The  stars  look 
hard  and  cold  —  or  is  it  my  depressed  state? 

March  13  —  The  wind  lightened  further 
last  night  and  we’re  making  just  a  few  knots. 
There  is  hardly  any  swell,  I  did  my  morning 
chores  for  the  first  time  of  this  passage.  I 
guess  I’m  feeling  a  little  more  cheerful  now, 
and  today  was  the  first  time  I  even  looked  at 
a  chart.  Not  that  if  makes  a  great  deal  of 
difference;  there’s  nothing  but  ships  to  run 
into,  out  here.  I  saw  quite  a  few  last  night, 
and  reckon  I’m  close  to  the  Panama  to  U.S. 
and  Japan  shipping  lanes. 

By  0830  it  was  very  hot;  the  cabin 
thermometer  read  92°.  I  got  a  bucket  of 
seawater  and  dumped  it  over  my  head.  It  felt 
wonderful.  Later  I  cleaned  my  anchor  chain, 
which  in  my  depressed  state  I  had  merely  left 
sitting  on  deck.  It  had  gotten  very  foul  in  Z- 
town  Bay,  and  took  a  couple  of  hours  to  get 
it  clean  enough  to  go  back  into  the  chain 
locker. 
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March  14  —  The  wind  is  light  and  the 
seas  flat,  although  the  breeze  has  shifted 
more  to  the  north.  It’s  again  very  hot  and 
nearly  cloudless.  A  boobie  tried  to  land  on 
the  spreader  but  missed  dramatically  and 
slammed  into  a  shroud.  He  landed  in  the 
water  and  sat  there  shaking  his  head. 

I  started  reading  a  novel,  but  can’t  seem 
to  get  interested.  I’m  still  listless,  motivated 
to  do  little  but  nap.  'Moping  around'  is  pretty 
descriptive.  I  sit  in  the  cockpit  for  hours  at  a 
time,  just  watching  the  sea,  glaze-eyed  and 
slack-jawed.  I  can’t  remember  what  I  was 
thinking  —  if  1  was  thinking  at  all.  If  this  were 
a  novel  or  TV  script,  this  is  when  disaster 
would  come:  a  storm,  an  evil  ship,  an 
explosion,  an  acute  illness,  a  rogue  wave. 
But  the  day  just  wore  on,  and  Nepenthe 
continued  slowly  to  the  southwest.  Wholly 
unremarkable. 

March  15  —  We  have  yet  to  make  100 
miles  a  day,  and  yesterday  we  only  made  43. 
At  this  rate  it  will  be  a  very  long  passage. 
Most  of  the  time  there  is  barely  enough  wind 
to  keep  the  sails  filled,  and  it’s  never  blown 
harder  than  10  knots.  But  it’s  comfortable 
and  I  don’t  need  to  use  handholds  when 
moving  around  the  cabin.  Nepenthe  is  rolling 
less  out  here  than  in  some  of  the  anchorages 
I’ve  stayed  in. 

I  spent  most  of  the  day  reading  a  novel 
without  much  enthusiasm.  I  wonder  if  it’s  the 
book  or  me.  I’m  beginning  to  yearn  for  some 
wind  or  distraction. 

March  16  —  Around  0200  the  wind 
stopped  completely.  Not  a  breath.  The  stars 
were  reflected  in  the  sea  along  with  the  little 
bioluminescent  creatures.  It  was  exquisitely 
beautiful.  At  sunrise  there  was  hardly  a  ripple 
on  the  water,  only  a  long,  slow  swell  coming 
from  out  of  the  south.  We  were  thoroughly 
becalmed!  Paradoxically,  when  you’re 
becalmed  it  becomes  noisy  and  nerve- 
racking.  Without  any  wind,  the  sails  collapse 
and  slat  back  and  forth  with  each  roll  of  the 
boat.  The  lines  chafe  on  the  wire  rigging,  all 
making  a  fearful  din.  I  usually  just  drop  the 
sails  on  deck  to  get  a  little  peace. 

It  was  calm  all  day  long.  The  sea  lay 
boundless,  a  deep  sapphire  pool.  The  sun’s 
rays,  a  lighter  shade  of  blue,  run  down  to  the 
depths  like  an  artist’s  vanishing  point  made 
real  in  the  heart  of  the  sea. 

March  17  —  It  was  still  calm  this  morning, 
and  the  sails  littered  the  deck  like  so  much 
dirty  laundry.  Leaning  over  the  side  of  the 
boat,  I  spotted  some  tiny  fish;  they  looked 
like  sergeant-majors  but  a  little  larger.  I  went 
down  to  have  a  look.  There  were  about  six  of 
the  little  creatures,  and  1  don’t  have  the 


faintest  idea  how  they  got  there.  Do  they  live 
in  the  open  ocean  or  had  they  somehow 
hitchhiked  with  me  from  Mexico?  I  suppose 
they  could  have  tagged  along  from  the  coast 
—  god  knows  we  haven’t  been  going  fast 
enough  to  leave  them  behind. 

This  afternoon  we  got  a  little  breeze,  so 
up  went  the  sails.  We  were  moving  again. 
Perhaps  not  fast,  but  moving!  It  lifted  my 
spirits  some.  A  pod  of  dolphins  came  by, 
played  in  the  bow  wave,  then  left.  I  guess  we 
were  moving  too  slowly  for  the  bow  wave  to 
be  interesting  to  the  dolphins.  I  know  just 
how  they  feel. 

At  sunset  the  wind  died. 

March  18  —  No  ships,  no  seas,  no  wind, 
no  clouds.  Nada.  It  sometimes  feels  lonely 
out  here,  as  if  all  the  people  have  vanished. 
Sailing  offshore  can  be  like  that,  a  kind  of  all 
too  real  isolation.  I  talk  to  myself  aloud 
sometimes,  or  read  things  using  different 
voices  —  perhaps  just  to  prove  to  myself  that 
I’m  still  conscious.  Some  people  tell  me  they 
can’t  stand  the  feeling  and  cannot  sail  alone. 
I  know  what  they  mean,  for  the  sensation 
can  be  eerie  and  disturbing. 

The  wind  came  up  this  afternoon,  so  I 


You  know  you're  south  of  the  border  —  in  this 
case  Turtle  Bay  —  when  the  pier  has  at  least  25 
other  holes  as  big  as  this  one. _ 

hoisted  the  sails  once  again.  It’s  hard  to 
believe,  but  we  have  only  made  about  400 
miles  this  past  week.  But  we  should  start  to 
get  some  real  wind  soon.  Just  after  sunset 
there  was  a  whale  nearby.  1  couldn’t  see  him, 
but  could  hear,  him  blow  —  and  a  moment 
later  could  smell  his  fishy  breath.  He  must 
have  been  quite  close.  I  listened  and  looked, 
but  there  was  nothing  more.  That’s  a  relief. 
I’d  hate  to  bump  into  one  of  those  fellows. 

March  19  —  Finally  the  wind  picked  up  to 
about  1 5  knots  from  the  NN W ,  so  for  the  first 
time  of  the  voyage  Nepenthe  took  off  at  a 
leisurely  pace.  It  feels  exhilarating  to  make 
good  speed  across  a  sparkling  sea,  heeled 
some,  bow  biting  into  the  water,  sending  out 
a  continuous  wave  of  white  water.  Nepenthe 
loved  it. 

When  someone  sails  aboard  the  same 
boat  for  a  while,  he  can  always  tell  when  a 
boat  is  happy.  It’s  all  in  the  sounds  and 
motion;  both  are  rhythmic  and  sort  of 
synchronized,  and  neither  is  excessive  or  out 
of  place.  When  the  boat  is  unhappy,  that  too 
is  obvious.  There  is  often  a  clatter  of  noise 
uncoordinated  with  the  boat’s  motion 
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through  the  water,  perhaps  an 
uncomfortable  level  of  heel,  and  running 
rigging  and  sails  that  move  too  much  or 
seemingly  at  random.  Today  Nepenthe  is 
happy  —  wonderfully,  ecstatically, 
deliriously  happy.  I  thought  it  was  pretty 
good,  too. 

March  20  —  Well,  so  much  for  the  good 
sailing  winds  ana  for  my  hopes  of  finally 
I  making  a  100-mile  day.  I  keep  telling  myself 
to  be  patient,  as  if  I  had  much  choice. 
Actually,  I  do  have  a  choice;  I  could  turn  on 
i  the  motor  and  we  could  easily  have  a  100- 
mile  day.  But  Nepenthe,  after  all,  is  a 
sailboat,  and  even  though  we’ve  been  doing 
as  much  drifting  as  sailing  this  week,  I 
<  suppose  I’ll  just  wait. 

I  generally  use  100  miles  as  an  average 
day’s  run  estimate  for  off-the-wind  passages. 
Windward  passages  are  slower,  of  course, 
because  you  have  to  tack  back  and  forth.  In 
any  event,  so  far  we’ve  averaged  just  66 
miles  a  day.  Our  best  day’s  run  was  86miles, 
our  worst  —  and  this  is  no  joke  —  has  been 
2  miles. 

j  Happy  Spring  Equinox! 

For  several  hours  I  sat  in  the  cockpit  and 
watched  the  sea.  I  have  done  so  for 
j  countless  days  over  the  years,  and  never  tire 


of  it.  One  after  another,  the  seas  roll  up,  pass 
beneath  Nepenthe,  and  slip  away.  Each  the 
same,  yet  different  —  rather  like  the  trees  in 
a  forest.  Each  wave  is  unique  in  detail  but 
the  same  in  general.  One  can  watch  a  tree 
for  a  lifetime,  but  not  so  with  waves;  they 
come  and  are  gone  in  a  moment.  There  is 
probably  a  metaphor  there  somewhere. 

Watching  the  sea  is  a  singularly 
purposeless  activity.  It  is  a  small,  simple 
pleasure.  There  is  the  feel  of  Nepenthe’s  roll 
as  the  waves  pass  beneath;  the  clean,  slightly 
sharp  smell  of  the  salt  sea  air;  the  feel  of.  the 
gentle  tropical  breeze  on  the  skin,  soft  as  a 
butterfly’s  wing;  the  light  kiss  of  water 
passing  along  the  hull;  the  myriad  shades  of 
blue.  All  these  and  more  seem  one 
composite  sensation,  one  complex  but 
unitary  experience. 

For  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  I  have 
loved  to  watch  the  sea.  I  have  watched  the 
sea  from  Nepenthe’s  deck  in  nearly  all  her 
moods.  There  have  beeh  those/  days  like 
today,  gentle  and  benign;  those  when  the 
winds  are  fresh  and  the  sea  restless;  and 
those  when  the  sea  displays  naked 
destructive  power.  The  latter,  I  freely  admit, 
I  enjoy  much  more  from  a  shoreside  vantage 
point. 

March  21  —  Clouds  moved  in  last  night 
as  I  sat  on  deck  watching  the  stars  disappear. 
It  was  cloudy  all  day  long.  The  wind  picked 
up  too  last  night.  Nepenthe  is  nicely  making 
way  under  all  sail. 

Dolphins  came  by  this  afternoon,  and 
since  the  bow  wave  was  larger,  stayed 
around  to  play  longer  than  last  time.  They 
race  along  with  us  and  sometimes  will  roll  on 
their  sides  and  look  up.  They  know  I’m  here. 
It  seems  to  me  that  they  stay  around  longer 
if  I  go  up  to  the  bow.  They  crowd  around 
more  closely  if  I  lie  on  deck  and  dangle  an 
arm  toward  the  water.  Maybe  they  wanttheir 
backs  scratched.  Guess  I  need  a  longer  arm. 

The  sea  has  changed  color  to  dark  blue- 
green,  maybe  because  of  plankton  or  algae 
of  some  sort.  By  late  afternoon  the  seas  had 
risen  some,  and  were  confused  —  I  can 
relate  to  that  —  with  at  least  three  sets  of 
wave  trains.  Nepenthe  is  not  fond  of  such 
conditions,  and  creaked,  groaned  and  jerked 
about  most  of  the  evening.  Steady-on  old 
girl. 

March  22  —  It  was  a  very  dark  night  with 
90%  cloud  cover  and  no  moon.  Off  to  the 
northeast,  over  the  horizon,  I  could  see  the 
loom  of  lightning  flashes.  I  didn’t  know  what, 
if  anything,  was  coming.  But  just  in  case,  I 


went  on  deck  and  put  two  reefs  in  the  main 
and  rigged  the  third  reef  point,  again  'just  in 
case'.  The  seas  were  lumpy  and  it  was  very, 
very  dark.  At  times  like  these  I  feel  very 
small,  and  scared  too.  Partly  it’s  not  knowing 
what’s  coming  —  if  awful  weather  comes 
along  I’m  too  terrified  to  be  scared.  Huh?! 
And  partly  it’s  the  darkness.  The  wind  always 
seems  stronger  and  the  seas  bigger  and  more 
vicious  in  the  black  of  night.  Last  night  the 
only  light  was  from  the  distant  lightning  and 
the  small  breaking  seas.  In  any  case,  the  by 
now  obvious  answer  to  the  often  asked 
question,  "Aren’t  you  afraid?"  is  an 
unqualified,  resounding,  "YES!" 

March  23  —  Late  last  night  the  wind  and 
seas  calmed  down.  Not  that  they  ever  got 
bad.  The  threat,  it  seems,  was  in  my 
imagination.  Still,  I’m  glad  I  put  the  reefs  in. 
This  morning  I  found  we  had  made  our  first 
good  day’s  run!  112  mile's.  Quite 
satisfactory. 

Last  night,  too,  the  dolphins  were  back, 
leaving  behind  bioluminescent  torpedo 
wakes.  I  was  watching  the  display  when  a 
bright  gigantic  streak  shot  across  my  bow.  It 
was  very  large,  looked  bigger  than  the  boat, 
and  was  moving  fast.  A  whale,  perhaps? 
Even  though  I  watched  its  wake  for  several 
minutes,  it  never  broke  the  surface. 
Whatever  it  was,  I’m  sure  glad  it  moved 
away. 

Today  the  winds  are  around  15  knots 
from  the  NNE,  and  once  again  we  are  back 
under  sail.  Though  the  wind  is  just  fine,  there 
is  an  uncomfortable  secondary  sea  coming 
from  the  southeast.  The  sea  is  what  we  called 
sloppy  or  confused.  The  latter  is  an  odd 
term,  as  I  never  think  of  the  sea  as  being 
confused.  It  seems  to  know  exactly  what  it  is 


Whales  —  even  little  ones  such  as  this  —  are  a 
cause  for  concern  during  the  day.  At  night,  when 
you  can't  see  them,  they're  a  worry. 
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doing  —  making  me  uncomfortable,  helping 
to  spill  morning  coffee  water  on  the  unwary, 
etc.  Now  if  that  sounds  paranoid,  just 
remember  Spiro  T.  Agnew’s  immortal  words: 
"Even  paranoids  have  real  enemies."  Lord, 
am  I  that  old  that  I  remember  that  scoundrel? 

—  tom  10196 

Readers  —  Tom  and  Nepenthe  have  18 
more  days  before  making  landfall  in  the 
Marquesas.  So  we’ll  have  more  next  month, 
and  yes,  it  gets  more  cheery  when  the  wind 
fills  in.  ' 

Enterprise  —  Catalina  42 

Dick  Linehan 

Four  Hurricanes  In  10  Months 

(Northern  California) 

In  August  of  '95,  1  was  hauled  out  at 
Bobby’s  Marina  in  Philipsburg,  Sint  Maarten. 
While  on  the  hard,  hurricane  Iris  passed  by. 
She  didn’t  come  close  enough  to  cause  any 
damage,  but  she  came  close  enough  to  make 
me  realize  that  I  was  helpless  to  save  her 
when  she  was  out  of  the  water.  I  didn’t  like 
that  feeling. 

A  couple  of  days  later  I  had  my  boat  back 
in  the  water  at  Simpson  Bay.  Then,  while 
doing  small  projects  one  morning,  the 
weather  service  announced  that  hurricane 
Luis  was  36  hours  away  from  making  a 
direct  hit  on  Sint  Maarten!  A  Category  4 
hurricane  meant  Luis  was  packing  winds  of 
over  100  knots. 

Having  seen  photos  and  heard  the  stories 
of  destruction  caused  by  hurricane  Hugo 
several  years  before,  I  knew  Simpson  Bay 
Lagoon  wasn’t  a  safe  hurricane  hole.  The 
biggest  problem  is  that  there  are  so  many 
boats  lying  around  that  don’t  get  prepped  for 
the  onslaught  of  a  hurricane.  Indeed,  had  I 
stayed  at  anchor  in  Simpson  Bay,  it’s  almost 


St.  Maarten's  Marigot  Bay,  foreground,  and 
Simpson  Lagoon,  background,  are  normally  quite 
placid.  Hurricanes  change  all  that. 
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certain  that  my  boat  would  have  been  one  of 
the  more  than  1,200  destroyed. 

Having  heard  the  hurricane  warning  for 
Luis,  1  must  have  set  a  new  record  for 
hoisting  the  jib  and  dodger,  and  getting 
underway.  By  1100,  I  had  sailed  past  the 
drawbridge  and  out  of  the  lagoon.  Despite 
having  to  stop  to  take  on  fuel,  water,  and 
food,  I  was  headed  due  south  of  Sint 
Maarten  by  1400. 

Making  the  decision  to  leave  was  not 
easy.  Historically  speaking,  Caribbean  sailors 
have  almost  always  been  able  to  avoid 
hurricanes  by  dashing  due  south.  But  if  I 
didn’t  get  south  fast  enough,  or  if  Luis 
quickly  accelerated  to  the  west,  1  would  be 
sailing  directly  into  the  heart  of  a 
tremendous  storm.  The  legendary  73-ft 
Windward  Passage  and  several  others  boats 
had  already  bailed  south,  but  the  huge 
majority  of  the  fleet  hunkered  down  in 
Simpson  Lagoon  or  around  Sint  Maarten 
intending  to  stick  it  out.  For  most  of  the 
boats  it  was  a  disastrous  decision. 

It  couldn’t  have  happened  at  a  worse 
time,  but  as  1  was  singlehanding  near  Saba 
trying  to  get  south  of  a  very  powerful 
hurricane,  Enterprise  started  taking  on 
water!  1  discovered  —  very  quickly  —  that 
the  bilge  pump  exit  was  below  the  waterline 
while  underway,  allowing  a  siphon  to  be 
created.  As  a  result,  seawater  was  being 
sucked  into  the  boat  through  the  bilge  pump! 
By  sailing  the  boat  into  the  wind  and 
reducing  the  heel,  1  was  able  to  'break'  the 
siphon.  That  temporarily  cured  the  problem, 
but  for  the  duration  of  my  hurricane  drama 
I’d  have  to  worry  about  another  siphon 
being  created.  I’ll  tell  you,  it  wasn’t  the  time 
or  place  for  a  problem  like  that! 

At  1630  the  next  afternoon,  I  was  60 
miles  west  of  Dominica  and  noticed  a  huge, 
dark  cloud  rapidly  approach  me. 
Instinctively,  I  began  to  pull  on  my  foulies. 
But  with  my  pants  still  down  around  my 
knees,  Enterprise  was  slammed  with  a  50- 
knot  gust  of  wind.  Until  then,  I’d  been  sailing 
on  a  beam  reach  with  a  preventer  on.  This 
gust,  however,  backwinded  the  jib  and  spun 
my  Catalina  42  around.  It  caused  the  main 
to  gybe  so  hard  that  all  of  the  full  length 
battens  snapped.  In  the  ensuing  knockdown, 
I  lost  a  lifejacket  and  several  seat  cushions. 
The  driving  rain  —  which  stung  my  skin  — 
was  accompanied  by  lightning  and  thunder. 
I  crouched  low  in  the  cockpit  —  as  though  it 
would  do  me  any  good. 

By  this  time  the  sky  had  become  a  dark, 
boiling  ceiling  of  foreboding  doom.  There 
was  only  one  small  hole  in  the  clouds,  and  it 


was  to  the  southwest  where  the  last  remnants 
of  the  setting  sun  could  still  be  seen.  It 
reminded  me  of  the  last  video  taken  by  a 
photographer  trying  to  outrun  a  sulphur 
cloud  caused  by  the  Mt.  St.  Helen’s  eruption. 
It  wasn’t  a  cheerful  association.  I  turned  the 
boat  and  sailed  toward  the  sun.  By  this  time 
there  was  a  10  foot  sea  running. 

About  five  hours  later,  I  sailed  out  of  the 
hurricane  and  where  I  could  see  stars 
overhead.  I  held  the  same  course  —  away 
from  the  hurricane  —  until  about  midnight. 

I  hadn’t  gotten  much  sleep  in  the  previous 
two  days,  so  my  decision-making  faculties 
weren’t  in  the  best  shape.  Here’s  what  I 
mean.  A  Canadian  friend  once  suggested 
that  if  I  ever  got  the  chance,  I  should  visit 
Martinique.  I  figured  now  was  my  chance  — 
even  though  I’d  only  sailed  out  of  the 
hurricane  three  hours  earlier!  And  even 
though  Martinique  was  back  in  the  direction 
of  the  hurricane!  Sure  enough,  by  0300 1  had 
sailed  right  back  into  the  fringe  of  Luis. 

By  0400,  it  was  blowing  40  knots  from 
behind  and  the  seas  were  14  feet.  I  then 
noticed  my  dinghy  had  disappeared.  In 
another  instance  of  poor  judgement,  I  turned 
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Dick  Linehan  risked  his  life  when  he  ran  — 
singlehanded — from  hurricane  'Luis'  aboard  his 
Catalina  42.  This  is  what  he  returned  to. 

my  boat  directly  into  full  storm  conditions 
and  began  to  search  —  in  almost  zero 
visibility  —  for  my  dinghy.  After  a  few 
minutes  of  pounding  into  the  heavy  seas,  I 
realized  it  wasn’t  a  very  good  idea  and 
headed  back  toward  Martinique. 

By  the  time  dawn  had  broken,  the  waves 
appeared  to  be  between  14  and  18  feet. 
From  time  to  time,  line  squalls  would  come 
through.  When  they  did,  the  tremendous 
rainfall  would  flatten  the  seas.  But  as  soon  as 
the  rain  subsided,  the  waves  would  regain 
their  imposing  stature.  I  tried  to  take  the 
dominant  wave  pattern  on  my  starboard 
quarter,  but  there  was  a  second  set  of  waves 
30  to  45°  ahead  of  that.  As  a  result,  some  of 
the  time  I  was  beam  to  these  tremendous 
seas. 

Occasionally,  one  of  these  breaking  bqam 
waves  would  pour  over  the  boat,  filling  the 
cockpit.  The  Catalina  42  has  a  walk-thru 
transom,  which  allowed  most  of  the  water  to 
flow  right  out.  About  10  gallons,  however, 
would  hang  up  in  the  cockpit  T'  by  the  wheel 


due  to  the  boat’s  sharp  angle  of  heel. 

All  during  this  time  I  was  wearing  a  Type 
111  lifejacket  with  an  EP1RB,  strobe  light, 
three  flares  and  a  whistle.  Over  this,  I  was 
wearing  a  Type  I  lifejacket.  1  knew  if  the  boat 
capsized  in  a  hurricane,  I’d  have  little  hope 
of  being  rescued.  The  truth  is,  I  was  almost 
too  wet,  cold  and  tired  to  even  care. 

Finally,  we  surfed  into  Fort  de  France, 
Martinique  —  on  a  14-foot  wave,  I  ducked 
behind  the  southern  peninsula  and  anchored 
at  Trois  Islets.  Having  no  dinghy,  I  had  to 
make  friends  with  the  French  sailors  irt  order 
to  get  ashore  to  buy  food,  fuel  and  new 
battens. 

A  few  days  later,  it  was  announced  that 
hurricane  Marilyn  was  headed  directly  for 
Martinique!  I  figured  I’d  better  sail  up  to  Sint 
Maarten  before  the  hurricane  hit  — 
especially  since  I  was  scheduled  to  take  a 
sailing  course  to  qualify  as  a  sailing 
instructor.  Everyone  told  me  that  the  trades 
come  out  of  the  southeast  rather  than  the 
northeast  in  the  summer.  Unfortunately,  the 
wind  was  out  of  the  northeast  —  and 
blowing  at  25  knots  with  big  seas.  I  had  to 
sail  10  °  off  closed  hauled  in  order  to  stop  the 
pounding.  It  took  me  nearly  two  days  of  hard 
sailing  to  reach  Sint  Maarten. 


When  I  reached  the  island,  I  anchored  in 
Great  Harbor,  which  was  unusually  dark  and 
deserted.  By  morning’s  light,  it  was  obvious 
what  a  terrible  beating  Philipsburg  had  taken 
from  Luis.  Shortly  after  dawn,  1  sailed  down 
to  Simpson  Bay  and  tried  to  get  Port  Control 
to  open  the  drawbridge  to  the  lagoon.  There 
was  no  response!  Another  boat  trying  to  get 
in  told  me  that  hurricane  Marilyn  was  due  to 
strike  Sint  Maarten  in  an  hour.  Oh  no,  not 
again! 

I  immediately  sailed  around  the  western 
tip  of  the  island  to  the  French  side.  As  I  was 
passing  the  western  point,  I  was  hit  from  the 
stern  by  hurricane  force  winds.  Within  10 
minutes,  my  dodger  had  blown  apart. 
Despite  zero  visibility,  I  finally  managed  to 
anchor  at  Marigot  Bay.  It  was  then  that  I 
discovered  my  $8,000  refrigeration  system 
had  quit. 

After  the  hurricane  passed  —  it  had  only 
caused  minor  damage  —  I  sailed  back  to 
Simpson  Bay  because  it  was  my  birthday 
and  I  wanted  a  cold  beer.  I  put  out  a  call  for 
cold  beer  on  the  cruisers’  channel,  and  a 
short  time  later  a  dinghy  full  of  well-wishers 
—  lead  by  Jack  Daly  of  the  Sausalito-based 
•Freeport  42  Dalliance  —  showed  up  with  the 
suds.  Daly  took  me  ashore  to  the  Boat 
House  where  1  met  Peter  Brown,  a  former 
Berkeley  resident  who  had  done  the 
Sincjlehanded  TransPac  in  the  '80s  aboard 
an  Olson  30,  then  abandoned  his  law 
practice  to  sail  around  the  world  for  the 
ensuing  11  years.  Brown  was  going  to  take 
the  same  sailing  instructor’s  course  as  I,  but 
hurricane  Luis  had  just  claimed  his 
Norseman  40  catamaran  Nepenthe  —  which 
he’d  sailed  up  from  South  Africa. 

When  I  showed  up  at  the  sailing  course,  I 
informed  the  instructor  that  I’d  just  sailed 
through  two  hurricanes  to  get  to  class  on 
time.  He  replied  that  I  needn’t  have  rushed, 

Peter  Brown's  Norseman  40  ‘Nepenthe1  ivas 
completely  destroyed  by  Luis.  He'd  sailed  the  cat 
up  from  South  Africa. 
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because  all  the  other  students  had  lost  their 
boats.  Even  though  1  had  singlehanded 
through  two  hurricanes  and  had  previously 
sailed  over  2,000  miles,  he  still  had  to  make 
sure  1  could  tack  and  jibe.  Needless  to  say,  I 
passed  the  test  with  flying  colors. 

Almost  a  year  later,  I  was  in  the  U.S. 
Virgins  dropping  off  charter  guests  when  I 
saw  a  weatherfax  indicating  hurricane  Bertha 
was  oh  her  way.  By  now  I  had  developed  a 
proper  fear  of  hurricanes.  My  autopilot  was 
out,  which  meant  I  couldn’t  run  this  time. 
Another  option,  the  hurricane  hole  at  St. 
John,  was  out  of  the  question  because  it  was 
already  full  of  boats.  So  I  sailed  to  Leinster 
Bay  on  the  north  side  of  St.  John.  There 
were  10  other  boats  there  anchored  near 
Waterlemmon  Cay.  I  dropped  my  hooks  — 
a  33-lb  Bruce  with  130  feet  of  chain  and  a 
Fortress  FX37  with  200  feet  of  rode  —  in  15 
feet  of  water.  1  set  these  two  at  180° ,  and  my 
little  Danforth  at  90°.  By  the  time  I  was 
done,  it  was  so  dark  that  I  didn’t  have  time 
to  drop  the  jib  or  dodger. 

Another  charter  boat  captain  offered  to 
drop  me  ashore  with  his  wife  and  some 
friends,  and  we’d  all  go  to  the  Annenberg 
Sugar  Mill  ruins  together.  The  place  looks 
like  an  old  fortress.  We  spent  the  night 
sleeping  on  the  stone  floor  of  the  slave 
dungeon.  The  hurricane  hit  in  the  morning. 
The  first  half  wasn’t  too  bad,  but  after  the 
eye  passed  we  experienced  100  knots  of 
vertical  sheer. 

After  the  entire  hurricane  had  passed,  we 
decided  to  return  to  our  boats  —  or  what 
was  left  of  them.  I  fully  expected  to  find  my 
boat  destroyed  on  the  beach  by  my  fourth 
hurricane  in  less  than  a  year.  But  no,  the 
only  damage  was  to  my  new  dinghy,  which 
was  capsized.  1  am  now  sufficiently  scared  of 
hurricanes  and  will  gladly  take  an 
earthquake  anytime.  1  have  promised  myself 
that  I  will  avoid  all  hurricanes  in  the  future. 

—  dick  9115196 

New  Horizons  —  Pearson  43 

Les  Galbreath 

Cartagena,  Colombia 

(Alameda) 

Balboa  and  Panama  City,  both  on  the 
Pacific  side  of  the  Canal,  are  'user  friendly' 
—  meaning  you  can  find  anything  you  want 
and  at  a  reasonable  price.  What  a  relief  after 
Costa  Rica!  The  folks  at  the  Balboa  YC  are 
accomodating,  but  what  tides  —  20  feet! 

We  were  fortunate  to  get  a  great  young 
guy  for  a  Canal  pilot.  Normally  a  captain  on 
a  Canal  tug,  he’s  in  training  to  be  a  fully- 
accredited  Canal  Pilot.  He  came  aboard  our 


boat  a  little  early,  which  combined  with 
some  good  luck  enabled  us  to  make  the 
entire  transit  in  one  day  —  which  is  unusual 
for  a  vessel  our  size. 

In  discussing  the  imminent  turning  over 
control  of  the  Canal  operations  to  the 
Panamanians,  he  i,s  very  fearful  that  the 
Panama  government  will  raise  the  tolls,  defer 
maintenance,  and  use  the  money  from  the 
cash  cow  to  line  the  pockets  of  politicians.  I 
will  not  mention  the  pilot’s  name,  as  his 
opinions  may  not  be  popular  with  fellow 
Panamanians.  Having  spent  a  couple  of 
years  in  Latin  countries,  I’m  afraid  his 
prognosis  of  the  Canal’s  future  may  be 
accurate.  Thank  you,  Jimmy  Carter. 

Panama  City,  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the 
Canal,  is  a  beehive  of  activity  with  high-rises 
going  up  everywhere.  Colon,  on  the 
Caribbean  side,  is  just  the  opposite.  A  once 
grand  colonial  city,  it’s  become  nothing  but 
a  terrible  slum.  Fortunately,  the  nearby 
Panama  Canal  YC  is  secure  and  well- 
managed.  They  have  a  nice  bar  and  the 
Chinese-operated  restaurant  has  delicious 
food  at  reasonable  prices.  The  bad  news  is 
that  the  yacht  club  is  going  to  have  to  look 
for  a  new  location,  as  the  container  port  is 
expanding  and  will  take  over  the  yacht  club’s 


Spread;  Resting  weary  legs  on  the  tarmac  at 
Porvenir  while  watching  a  plane  land.  Top  inset; 
One  of  the  many  San  Bias  Islands.  Lower  inset; 
Candelaria  Bennett,  the  'dragon  lady'  of  Club 
Nautico. 

property  sometime  in  '97. 

We  left  Colon  about  noon  for  the  short 
hop  down  to  historic  Portobello,  where  we 
dropped  the  hook  for  the  night.  Everyone 
who  visits  the  place  needs  to  read  Michener’s 
Caribbean.  At  first  light  the  next  morning,  we 
left  for  the  San  Bias  Islands.  By  that 
afternoon,  we  were  at  the  fantastic 
anchorage  between  two  islands  at  Isla 
Chichime. 

Chichime  is  a  beautiful  place  with  a 
straightforward  entrance  —  even  though  it’s 
nearly  surrounded  by  a  three-sided  reef. 
There  are  actually  two  islands,  with  one 
family  living  on  one  and  two  more  living  on 
another.  Some  Cuna  Indian  ladies  and  kids 
came  out  to  the  boat  as  soon  as  we 
anchored,  and  spread  their  molas  and  T- 
shirts  on  our  lifelines.  They  had  some 
beautiful  wares  to  sell  —  and  a  sense  of 
humor.  One  lady  had  a  T-shirt  that  read, 
"Hard  Rock  Cafe  —  San  Bias".  It  broke  me 
up.  I  sure  hope  to  return  to  Chichime  and 
recommend  that  folks  don’t  miss  it. 

The  next  morning  we  took  off  for  Tiger 
Island,  which  was  nearly  on  a  direct  route  to 
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our  next  major  destination,  Cartagena.  We 
shouldn’t  have  stopped,  as  Tiger  appears  to 
be  the  slums  of  the  San  Bias.  After  visiting 
Chichime  and  then  Tiger,  we  felt  we’d  seen 
the  best  and  the  worst  of  the  San  Bias.  The 
only  reason  I  can  think  of  for  stopping  at 
Tiger  Island  is  that  they  have  an  airstrip  with 
daily  service  to  Panama  City  in  a  four-seater 
Cessna.  This  is  good  to  know  in  case  of  a 
medical  emergency.  But  if  you  don’t  need  to 
stop  at  Tiger,  don’t. 

We  had  good  winds  out  of  the  south  for 
our  sail  to  Cartagena.  If  I’d  had  to  rely  only 
on  the  United  States  press  to  make  a 
decision  whether  to  visit  Colombia  or  not,  I 
wouldn’t  have  gone.  However,  I’d  spoken 
with  at  least  20  cruisers  who  had  visited 
Cartagena  in  my  travels,  and  each  and  every 
one  of  them  recommended  that  I  not  miss  it. 
When  I  asked  if  the  drug  violence  was  out  of 
hand,  the  typical  reply  was,  "What  drug 
violence?" 

There  are  two  entrances  to  Cartagena 
Bay.  The  smaller  entrance  to  the  west  is#the 
only  useable  one,  as  the  crafty  Spaniards,  as 
part  of  their  fortifications  of  the  city,  dumped 
rocks  clear  across  the  larger  mouth  of  the 
bay  so  that  vessels  drawing  more  than  six 
feet  couldn’t  enter.  If  they  tried  to  enter, 
they’d  be  sitting  ducks  for  Spanish  cannons 
onshore.  Although  many  attempts  were 


made  to  take  Cartagena,  none  was 
successful.  There  is  a  lot  of  interesting 
information  on  Cartagena  in  Michener’s 
Caribbean. 

The  Colombians  have  done  a  superb  job 
of  preserving  the  fortifications,  including  the 
complete  wall  around  the  old  city.  There’s 
also  the  'palace',  which  is  actually  a  fortress 
that  sits  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  city  and 
harbor.  The  palace  has  walls  8  to  10  feet 
thick,  and  what  seems  like  miles  of  interior 
passageways.  I’ve  never  been  impressed  by 
ancient  fortifications,  but  Cartagena’s  are  so 
well  preserved  that  I  almost  expected  to  see 
steel-helmeted  soldiers  jump  out  from  behind 
the  walls. 

The  harbor  at  Cartagena  is  huge,  and  has 
an  average  depth  of  about  75  feet.  The 
skyline  of  the  new  city  is  very  impressive, 
with  a  vast  array  of  high  rise  hotels  and 
condos.  The  old  city,  with  its  narrow  streets 
and  sidewalk  vendors,  is  really  fun.  The 
streets  are  clean  and  well-maintained. 

Tuckedinto  a  corner  of  the  harbor  is  Club 
Nautico,  the  cruiser’s  marina.  The  marina  is 
owned  ?md  operated  by  Norm  Bennett,  an 
artiiable  Aussie,  and  Candelaria,  his 
Colombian  wife.  Bennett  runs  a  tight  ship, 
and  security  and  services  are  top-notch. 
There  is  a  good  restaurant  overlooking  the 
marina,  and  the  beer  is  cold.  The  marina 
offers  reliable  telephone  and  fax  service  to 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  there’s  an  outfit 
in  the  marina  that  can  handle  all  of  the 
necessary  paperwork. 

In  addition,  there’s  a  first  class 
supermarket  located  about  200  yards  away. 
The  market  has  a  bakery,  service  deli,  and 
the  best-looking  produce  I’ve  seen  since  the 
States.  If  you  buy  locally  produced  food 
products  —  meats,  poultry,  bakery,  dairy 
products  —  the  prices  are  very  reasonable.  If 
you  opt  for  U.S. -produced  canned  and 
packaged  food  products,  however,  you  can 
expect  to  pay  plenty.  My  friends  will  be 
particularly  happy  to  know  that  booze  and 
cigarettes  are  both  cheap. 

The  people  of  Cartagena  are  very 
friendly,  and  low  cab  fares  add  to  the 
pleasure  of  being  there.  You  and  two  friends 
can  take  a  cab  anywhere  in  the  older  section 
of  the  city  for  $1  US.  The  fare  to  the 
Cartagena  Hilton,  which  is  out  at  the  very 
end  of  the  new  city,  is  $2.  I  like  it  so  much 
here  that  I  think  I’ll  risk  'dock  lock'  and  stay 
awhile. 

—  les  6/10/96 


Les  —  A  couple  of  comments: 

We  anchored  at  Chichime  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  and  having  already  bought  too 
many  molas,  declined  to  purchase  any 
additional  ones  from  the  women  who  rowed 
out.  About  30  minutes  later,  a  guy  came  out, 
told  us  it  was  his  island,  and  said  we’d  have 
to  get  out  if  we  didn’t  buy  any  of  their 
overpriced  molas.  We’re  conscientious  about 
leaving  some  money  everywhere  we  go,  but 
not  wanting  to  encourage  that  brand  of 
hospitality,  we  left.  Since  there  are  about 
360  San  Bias  Islands,  many  of  them 
uninhabited,  we  doubt  we’ll  be  returning  to 
Chichime  any  time  soon. 

We’re  not  sure  where  Tiger  Island  is,  but 
we  believe  that  Pourvenir  has  the  most 
frequent  air  service  to  Panama  City.  A 
couple  of  small  commercial  planes  make  a 
round-trip  from  Panama  City  each  morning 
at  an  ungodly  hour.  Later  in  the  day  a  guy 
comes  out  with  a  Cessna  to  pick  up  1,000 
pounds  of  lobster  and  squid.  We  needed  to 
fly  back  to  Panama  City,  and  after  calling  by 
radio  from  the  comically  dilapidated 
Porvenir  tower,  we  were  able  to  call  in  a 
charter  plane  for  $150  for  two  passengers. 
That’s  not  inexpensive,  but  the  hour  flight 
over  the  San  Bias  Islands  and  the  wilds  of 
Panama  was  more  than  worth  the  cost. 

Cartagena  may  not  be  as  dangerous  as 
suggested  in  the  U.S.  press,  but  it’s  not 
entirely  without  its  dangers.  When  we  were 
there,  for  example,  a  drug  dispute  resulted  in 
a  bomb  blowing  up  a  nearby  warehouse. 
And  while  one  of  our  crew  went  inside  the 
boat  for  five  minutes  to  change  his  clothes, 
the  dinghy  and  outboard  were  stolen.  And 
several  months  before,  a  European  multihull 
entering  the  bay  was  completely  stripped 
after  her  terrified  crew  locked  themselves 
inside.  In  other  words,  Cartagena  is  almost 
as  dangerous  as  large  American  cities,  and 
you  need  to  exercise  caution. 

Malmac  —  Moody  44 
Suzy  O’Keefe 
The  Tradewinds  Rally 
(Southern  California) 

'’More  on  the  Tradewinds  Rally,  in  which 


Most  of  the  Tradewinds  fleet  skipped  New 
Caledonia  for  Vanuatu  —  where  the  native 
culture  remains  strong. 


CHANGES 


so  much  has  happened  since  I  reported  last 
from  Fiji  in  June. 

Noumea,  New  Caledonia  was  the  next 
stop  for  my  ride,  the  Moody  42  Saull-Itaire 
from  England.  Strong  currents  at  Havana 
Pass  and  reefs  greeted  us  in  the  late 
afternoon  after  a  splendid  4V2  day  sail  from 
Fiji.  Three  other  Tradewinders  joined  us  in 
New  Caledonia,  one  went  directly  to  Darwin, 
and  the  rest  'did'  Vanuatu. 

The  folks  who  went  to  Vanuatu  said  the 
diving  alone  was  enough  to  make  the  trip 
worthwhile,  but  the  active  volcanoes  were 
the  real  thrill.  I’m  envious  because  New 
Caledonia  was  rainy  and  dreary  almost  the 
entire  time  we  were  there.  Such  conditions 
were  not  conducive  to  diving  or  sightseeing. 
The  landscape  was  nevertheless  spectacular. 
There  are  huge  pine  trees,  for  example,  that 
look  like  gigantic  versions  of  the  ornamentals 
you  buy  in  a  nursery.  These  are  interspersed 
with  palms  and  other  tropical  vegetation,  all 
growing  from  the  rich,  red  soil. 

New  Caledonia  hardly  resembles  the 
other  French  islands  in  the  Pacific,  and  they 
even  have  their  own  coins  with  Nouuelle 
Caledonia  stamped  on  them.  Surprisingly, 
there  are  lots  of  expensive  Mercedes  on  the 
roads  and  plenty  of  fancy  French  restaurants 
in  Noumea.  Everything  else,  however,  is 
reasonably  priced  and  readily  available.  A 
local  Ford  dealer  even  had  a  little  part  we’d 
been  trying  to  find  for  the  Thornycroft  diesel. 
The  yacht  club  has  refreshing  draft  beer  at  a 
decent  price  and  a  pool  table,  but  there  isn’t 
much  going  on.  The  Port  Moselle  Marina  is 
located  in  Noumea’s  other  bay,  right  in  the 
heart  of  town.  We  were  there  for  the  Bastille 
Day  celebrations. 

Local  cruisers  told  us  that  the  weather 
patterns  between  New  Caledonia  and 
Australia  occur  in  10  day  cycles.  So  you  can 
either  start  in  calms  or  rough  seas,  and  you’ll 
be  sure  to  get  the  opposite  before  you  finish 
the  trip.  We  motored  for  the  first  seven  days 
of  our  12  day  trip,  and  ended  up  changing 
our  landfall  more  times  than  I  can  count.  We 
finally  got  wind  and  decided  to  make  for 
Cairns. 

It  was  about  0500  when  we  tied  up  at  the 
quarantine  dock.  The  first  thing  that 
impressed  us  was  the  sound  of  the  birds; 
there  were  so  many  of  them  and  they  made 
such  unique  sounds  that  it  was  mesmerizing. 
But  we  truly  knew  we’d  arrived  at  a  str.ange 
and  wonderful  land  when  the  first  bloke  said, 
"Good  'ay  Mate".  They  really  do  talk  like 
that,  you  know! 

Here  are  some  other  terms:  Junkies  = 
junk  mail.  Affy  -  Afternoon.  Breaky  = 


Breakfast.  In  fact,  just  take  any  word,  shorten 
it,  and  add  a  'y',  and  you’ll  be  speaking 
Aussie.  Some  others:  Variable  spanner  = 
Crescent  wrench.  Flat  white  =  Coffee  with 
milk.  Ab  jumping  =  Repelling  down  a  rock 
face.  The  list  goes  on.  I’m  thinking  about 
doing  an  Aussie  /  Brit  /  Yank  dictionary. 

The  marina  at  Yqrkey’s  Knob,  which  is 
owned  and  operated  by  the  yacht  club,  was 
the  rally’s  base  while  in  Cairns.  They’ve  got 
a  bar,  bistro  and  gaming  room,  and  let  me 
tell  you,  we  got  the  royal  treatment.  You’ll 
get  the  same  treatment  if  you  stop  by  as  the 
staff  and  club  members  are  just  super. 

Cairns  has  another  great  yacht  club  on 
the  other  side  of  town,  the  Cairns  Cruising 
Yacht  Squadron.  They  operate  their  own 
marina,  boatyard,  bar  and  restaurant.  Many 
of  the  Tradewinds  fleet  hauled  out  there,  and 
to  my  knowledge  all  were  quite  satisfied. 
Cairns  is  a  fairly  big  city  with  lots  of  nightlife, 
so  a  car  is  needed  to  appreciate  it  all. 

I  changed  boats  —  or  shall  I  say  'moved 
up  —  because  I  became  the  third  crew 
aboard  Malmac ,  a  Moody  Grenadier  44 
ketch  with  an  experimental  downwind  rig 
that  the  skipper  designed.  He’s  Dr.  Malcolm 
McLaren,  who  is  also  the  Fleet  Commodore 
and  Rally  Organizer.  The  other  crewmember 
is  Chris  Hewins,  a  veteran  of  the  '94-'95 


Spread:  Suzy  O'Keefe  flaming  the  fires  on  a 
Darwin  beach.  Inset:  An  uninhabited  Aussie 
coral  island.  There's  lot  of  space  out  here. 

Europa  Around  the  World  Rally.  Malmac 
had  come  up  shorthanded  in  Cairns,  but  had 
long-term  crew  flying  into  Darwin.  I  was 
happy  to  join  the  boat  even  for  a  short  time. 
We  had  a  great  passage  to  Darwin,  stopping 
at  Port  Douglas,  Cape  Flattery,  the  Flinders 
Group,  Morris  Island,  Margaret  Bay,  Escape 
River,  Possession  Island,  and  Gove. 

For  anyone  expecting  to  do  this  leg, 
expect  strong  southeast  trades  between  20 
and  35  knots.  The  passes  are  sometimes 
narrow  and  are  often  busy  with  large 
shipping  traffic,  but  it’s  all  well  marked  and 
everyone  is  happy  to  talk  with  you  on  the 
radio.  After  Gove,  the  Gugari  Rip  — 
otherwise  known  as  the  Hole  In  The  Wall  — 
awaited  us.  The  strong  current  can  propel 
the  average  sailboat  through  at  a  speed  of  as 
much  as  16  knots.  One  of  the  rally  boats 
chose  to  go  through  that  fast,  but  we 
followed  the  advice  of  the  folks  at  the  Gove 
YC  and  transited  at  a  more  sane  pace. 

Once  in  Darwin,  we  'parked'  at  the  Cullen 
Bay  Marina.  It’s  inside  of  a  lock  because 
Darwin  has  18-foot  tides.  This  marina  is  not 
run  by  a  yacht  club,  and  the  difference  was 
enormous.  The  office  personnel  and  the  lock 
masters  were  great,  but  the  marina  didn’t 
even  have  a  laundry.  If  you’re  willing  to 
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anchor  out,  the  folks  at  the  Darwin  Sailing 
Club  and  the  Diana  Beach  YC  will  treat'you 
well  and  have  excellent  facilities.  Anchoring 
out,  of  course,  means  you  have  to  either  live 
by  the  tremendous  tides  or  be  prepared  to 
carry  your  dinghy  over  great  distances  of 
rock  and  coral. 

Darwin,  I  discovered,  might  just  be  the 
backpacking  capital  of  the  world.  Darwin  is 
'small  town1  in  many  respects,  and  not  at  all 
like  the  'big  city'  of  Cairns.  According  to 
some  locals,  the  'N.T.'  in  Northern  Territories 
stands  for  "Not  Today  and  Not  Tomorrow". 

You’ve  probably  noticed  that  we’ve  come 
all  the  way  from  Cairns  to  Darwin  and  I 
haven’t  once  mentioned  snorkeling  or 
diving..  Sharks  and  crocodiles  kept  lots  of 
folks  out  of  the  water,  and  the  fleet  was 
cautioned  that  most  of  the  anchorages  along 
the  way  are  roily,  so  not  much  time  was 
alloted  for  watersports.  Thus  the  emphasis 
on  land  excursions. 

While  in  Darwin,  I  had  some  serious 
decisions  to  make.  Either  I  continued  on  with 
the  rally  to  Indonesia  or  flew  back  to  the 
States  to  meet  some  of  the  fellows  who 
responded  to  my  ad  in  Latitude  and  attend 
the  Mexico  Crew  List  Party.  My  mind  was 
made  up  for  me  by  the,man  who  offered  me 
a  round  trip  ticket  if  he  turned  out  not  to  be 
Mr.  Boatright.  So  here  I  am  in  California  with 
a  ticket  to  Phuket  in  December.  I  regret 


missing  this  leg  of  the  rally  through 
Indonesia,  but  I  know  that  I  can  return  to 
Phuket  in  December  if  I  choose.  And  a  hard 
choice  it  is. 

As  I  mentioned  before,  the  rally  isn’t 
cruising,  but  it  is  something  very  special.  I’ve 
gained  150  new  friends  —  and  good  ones, 
too  —  with  that  bunch  of  folks,  and  I  enjoyed 
the  time  aboard  Malmac  the  most  of  all. 
Malcolm  had  a  dream  to  sail  around  the 
world,  and  he’s  helping  make  it  happen  for 
a  lot  of  other  folks,  too.  There’s  been  talk  of 
making  the  Tradewinds  Rally  an  annual 
event  so  that  people  can  stop  off  for  a  season 
somewhere  that  they  like  and  rejoin  when 
the  next  fleet  comes  through.  The  Australian 
yacht  Bagheera  joined  the  Tradewinds  Rally 
in  Cairns  with  the  intention  of  cruising  in  the 
Med  for  a  while  and  with  the  hope  of  a  "next 
rally"  bringing  them  the  rest  of  the  way 
around  and  home.  Since  this  is  the  first 
Tradewinds  Rally,  we’ll  have  to  wait  and  see. 

So,  maybe  there  will  be  another 
Tradewinds  Rally  update  from  me,  or  maybe 
I’ll  be  up  to  my  old  tricks  in  Mexico,  or 
maybe  none  of  the  above.  A  good  friend  of 
mine  says  "Cruising  is  a  lifestyle  while  sailing 
is  only  an  activity."  I’d  rather  be  cruising,  but 
if  I  can’t  do  that,  I’ll  be  sailing. 

—  suz^i  1 0/3/96 

Avatar  —  Mull  45 

George  and  Brenda  Milum 

Thefts  In  Venezuela 

(Squaw  Valley) 

If  you  want  to  cruise  the  Caribbean  in  the 
summer  and  be  south  of  the  'hurricane  belt', 
there  aren’t  too  many  options.  Grenada  is 
nice  but  still  a  little  too  far  north  for  comfort. 
Tobago  is  great,  but  only  has  a  few  really 
comfortable  anchorages.  Trinidad  is  useful 
for  working  on  one’s  boat,  hauling  and 
storage,  but  has  very  little  to  offer  in  the  way 
of  cruising.  That  leaves  Venezuela  —  where 
most  of  the  Caribbean  boats  seeking  safety 
went  this  summer. 

There  were  over  100  boats  at  Isla 
Margarita,  another  50  or  60  anchored  off 
Puerto  La  Cruz,  plus  others  in  the  various  La 
Cruz  marinas,  and  dozens  more  at  various 
other  islands.  In  any  event,  there  were 
certainly  more  thefts  from  boats  this  year. 
Some  say  that  the  ratio  of  thefts  to  the 
number  of  boats  didn’t  increase,  but  we 
don’t  believe  it. 

Why  were  Venezuela’s  aforementioned 
major  harbors  so  crowded?  Possibly  because 
most  cruisers  were  afraid  to  continue  on  to 
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some  of  the  outer  islands. 

There  were  thefts  all  along  the  coast  of 
Venezuela,  at  both  coastal  national  parks,  on 
the  west  coast  of  Margarita,  and  at  Cubagua 
and  Coche.  The  latter  was  especially 
hazardous.  Thieves  struck  boats  at  Coche 
four  nights  in  a  row  —  despite  cruisers 
standing  watch  and  being  equipped  with 
sirens,  lights  and  flares.  Although  we  haven’t 
been  able  to  confirm  the  report,  we  were  told 
that  shots  were  fired  one  night. 

As  of  the  beginning  of  September,  only 
Los  Testigos,  Las  Roques,  Las  Aves,  Tortuga 
and  Blanquilla  were  considered  safe  from 
thieves. 

The  only  way  to  sail  from  Tortuga  to 
Margarita  —  other  than  doing  an  overnight 
—  is  to  stop  at  Coche  or  Cubagua.  In  late 
August,  we  decided  to  stop  at  Cubagua, 
which  had  only  been  hit  by  thieves  once, 
rather  than  Coche,  where  there  had  been 
plenty  of  problems.  There  were  four  other 
boats  in  the  anchorage  at  Cubagua  with  us, 
and  we  were  on  the  hook  a  quarter  mile 
offshore.  The  water  was  glassy  and  there  was 
a  full  moon.  We  hoisted  our  dinghy  on  stern 
davits,  then  removed  our  outboard  in  order 
to  lock  it  inside  our  30-inch  tall  stern  railing. 
Since  we  are  light  sleepers  and  our  bunk  was 
directly  beneath  the  outboard,  we  figured  we 
were  invulnerable. 

The  next  morning  we  were  shocked  to 
find  our  outboard  had  been  taken!  The 
thieves  had  come  aboard,  cut  through  a  1/4" 
stajnless  steel  cable,  and  lifted  the  85-lb 
motor  over  the  railing  to  a  boat  —  which  was 
right  next  to  the  port  next  to  our  bunk!  They 
also  took  the  gas  tank  and  fishing  gear  out  of 
the  dinghy,  cut  loose  and  stole  an  ice  chest 
that  had  been  tied  to  the  mast,  and  entered 
our  deep  center  cockpit  to  steal  wetsuits  off 
the  sole!  We  find  it  utterly  frightening  that  we 
slept  through  it  all,  and  now  realize  that  no 
amount  of  precautions  can  keep  one 
completely  safe. 

Hotel  California  Too,  Steve  and  Barbara 


Puerto  La  Cruz,  Venezuela.  What  a  great  place 
and  what  great  people  —  except  the  ones  that 
come  by  your  boat  at  night  and  take  stuff. 
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Schmidt’s  Santa  Cruz-based  cruising  version 
of  a  Santa  Cruz  70,  was  anchored  beside  us. 
They  lost  four  scuba  tanks  that  had  been 
locked  on  deck.  A  German  cruising  boat  was 
missing  various  small  articles.  At  Coche,  10 
miles  away,  an  outboard  was  stolen  from  the 
Dutch  yacht  Greenpeace,  and  some  deck 
items  were  missing  from  another  boat. 

When  we  arrived  in  Trinidad  a  few  days 
later,  people  were  talking  about  "rumors"  of 
thefts  in  Venezuela.  Well,  ours  was  no 
rumor.  And  we  personally  spoke  with  three 
skippers  of  other  boats  that  had  been  robbed 
that  night.  > 

So,  if  you  want  to  visit  Venezuela,  do  it 
knowing  that.there  is  a  serious  theft  problem. 
So  far,  no  one  has  been  hurt,  but  we  feel  it’s 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  that  happens. 
And  who  knows  if  it  will  be  a  good  guy  or  a 
bad  guy?  We  won’t  be  there  to  find  out.  We 
had  planned  to  spend  three  or  four  months 
in  Venezuela  next  year,  but  we’re  not  going 
back. 

The  saddest  part  of  the  whole  experience 
is  that  after  seven  years  of  cruising,  we’ve 
lost  our  sense  of  security. 

—  george  &  brenda  10/25/96 

George  &  Brenda  —  Stolen  items  can 
always  be  replaced,  but  you  never  fully 
recover  your  sense  of  security.  Venezuela 
offers  terrific  cruising,  but  it’s  always  been 
offset  by  the  threat  of  thefts.  Brazil  is  the  only 
cruising  area  we  can  think  of  with  a  worse 
problem. 

We  had  Big  0  hauled  out  at  Puerto  La 
Cruz  for  9  months  a  few  years  ago.  She  was 
only  slightly  nicked,  perhaps  because  she 
was  kept  in  a  pen  with  15  dobermans  and 
armed  guards  with  automatic  rifles.  While  we 
got  away  unscathed,  many  other  boats  were 


The  pleasures  of  cruising  Venezuela  are 
counterbalanced  by  the  menace  of  thieves. 
Marinas  like  CMO  need  armed  guards. 


victimized.  It’s  a  shame,  because  Venezuela 
has  so  much  to  offer,  and  because  we  fear  it’s 
not  a  problem  that's  going  to  disappear 
anytime  soon. 

Halekulani  —  N/A 

M.B.  Kelly 

Costa  Rica 

(Oxnard) 

The  end  of  our  second  season  of  cruising 
finds  us  in  beautiful  Costa  Rica  anchored  off 
the  Luminosa  Resort.  This  beautiful  new 
facility  is  on  the  Nicoya  Peninsula  just  a 
short  ferry  ride  from  Puntarenas,  and  directly 
across  from  Isla  Gitana  (which  is  also  known 
as  Isla  Muertos  and  Fantasy  Island).  The 
owners  are  also  sailors,  so  they  let  us  cruisers 
enjoy  their  facilities  without  charge  — 
including  the  hot  showers  and  the  swimming 
pool. 

I  expected  to  be  i-n  the  Caribbean  long 
ago,  but  with  the  beautiful  anchorages  and 
great  people  here  in  Costa  Rica,  we’re 
enjoying  ourselves  so  much  that  the  days 
have  grown  into  weeks,  and  the  weeks  into 
months. 

I  was  hoping  to  send  a  photo  of  my  funky 
rain  collector  —  which  consists  of  nothing 
more  than  6  pieces  of  surgical  tubing 
plugged  into  holes  drilled  in  the  1-inch 
caprail  around  my  150  sq.  ft.  cabin  top. 
During  a  good  downpour,  each  tube  delivers 
ll/2  liters  directly  into  my  water  tanks.  When 
you  get  a  total  of  15  gal/min  of  pure  water, 
who  needs  a  watermaker? 

I  was  forced  to  create  this  fast  and  easy 
'watermaker'  when  Marina  Flamingo’s  water 
supply  dried  up.  It  seems  that  their  fuel  dock 
is  at  the  tail  end  of  the  local  water  system,  so 
most  days  they  get  little  more  than  a  trickle. 
Despite  the  marina  owner’s  claims  that  the 
low  flow  is  only  a  temporary  problem,  we 
have  it  from  the  locals  and  boaters  alike  that 
the  low  water  pressure  has  always  been  a 
problem  at  the  marina. 

To  make  matters  worse,  Marina  Flamingo 
feels  justified  in  charging  7.5%  of  the  total 
bill  for  'services',  and  another  6.5%  for  the 
use  of  credit  cards.  This  is  more  than  double 
charged  by  any  of  the  other  places  we’ve 
been.  When  I  announced  that  I  would  stay  at 
the  dock  until  I  collected  enough  water  to 
make  my  next  passage,  the  owner  ordered 
me  to  vacate  the  area.  He  did  this  despite 
the  fact  it  was  low  tide  and  there  might  not 
be  enough  water  for  me  to  get  out.  When  I 
refused  to  leave,  he  threatened  me  with  a 
Custom’s  search,  agriculture  spraying,  and 
other  unpleasantries.  He  even  arranged  to 
have  local  authorities  visit  the  marina  to 


back  up  his  threats.  Needless  to  say,  we 
decided  to  leave  right  away  —  but  it  took  a 
lot  of  tricky  maneuvering  to  make  it  safely 
out  of  the  marina. 

More  and  more  cruisers  are  beginning  to 
use  the  net.  Cruising  hams  throughout  the 
world  then  download  the  information  onto 
the  net’s  bulletin  board,  which  means  the 
recipient  can  pick  up  the  message  without 
having  to  pay  a  charge.  It’s  a  great  idea,  and 
I’m  sure  that  more  and  more  cruisers  will  be 
getting  in  on  it.  No  cruising  boat  is 
completely  equipped  without  a  computer 
these  days. 

Best  wishes  to  the  Class  of  '96-'97.  Please 
remind  them  to  have  all  of  their  equipment 
in  perfect  condition  before  they  leave.  When 
things  break  down  'out  here',  it’s  practically 
impossible  to  get  it  fixed  without  great 
expense  and  delays. 

—  m.b.  10/10/96 

Central  American  Cruisers  —  It  seems  the 
only  stuff  we  ever  hear  about  Marina 
Flamingo  are  complaints.  Does  the  place 
have  anything  good  to  offer,  or  should 
cruisers  simply  pass  it  by? 

Cruise  Notes: 

One  year  af  a  time.  Toby  Potter  phoned 
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accompany  photo  of  Doug  and  Andrea 
Defoe  of  the  Nantucket  38  Desiderata.  The 
photo  was  taken  while  the  Defoes,  who 
participated  in  Baja  Ha-Ha  I,  celebrated  their 
17th  anniversary  at  Isla  Parida. 

Mill  Valley’s  Su  Brodsky,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  aboard  Big  O  a  year  ago  and  later 
sailed  to  Cuba,  has  been  on  the  move  again. 
"Greetings  from  South  Africa,"  writes  the 
freelance  photographer.  "I  just  had  my  first 
long  shower  in  four  months,  so  life  is  very 
good.  The  Chagos  Archipelago  was  serene, 
the  Seychelles  were  stunning,  and  Mayotte 
and  Madagascar  were  fascinating.  Richard’s 
Bay,  South  Africa  is  bizarre  —  it’s  all  malls 
and  nothing  else.  There  is  lots  of  racial 
tension  here,  but  everyone  is  still  friendly  to 
visitors.  There  are  lots  of  yachts  around,  the 
beer  is  cheap,  and  the  yacht  club  great.  I 
passed  around  a  Latitude  to  some 
Californians,  and  were  they  ever  happy!"  We 
can’t  wait  to  see  Brodsky’s  photos  of  the 
Chagos,  which  many  adventures  believe  is 
the  'cruiser  nirvana'. 

What  happens  if  you  sail  to  Mexico 
aboard  a  boat  but  forget  to  collect  your 
passport  or  birth  certificate  from  the  skipper 
before  flying  back  to  the  States?  It  happened 
to  one  Ha-Ha  participant  we  met  at 
Immigration  in  the  bowels  of  San  Francisco 
Airport.  Immigration  asked  him  a  couple  of 
questions  and  then  let  him  back  in  the 
country.  What  were  they  going  to  do,  fly  him 
back  to  Cabo? 

The  Sea  of  Cortez,  normally  known  for 
cool  winters  and  scorching  summers,  has  had 
an  odd  weather  year.  A  number  of  cruisers 
have  told  us  that  last  winter  was  unusually 
mild,  with  very  few  northers  and  many 
pleasantly  warm  days.  And  strangely 
enough,  the  summer  was  very  hot  rather 
than  scorching  as  is  the  norm.  All  in  all,  it 
was  a  great  year  for  weather  in  the  Sea  of 
Cortez. 

This  winter  is  starting  out  well,  too.  As  the 


Doug  and  Andrea  Defoe  of  'Desiderata', 
celebrating  their  17th  at  Panama's  Isla  Parida. 
Congratulations!  ■" 


Wanderer  is  welcoming  suggestions  'from 
persons  who  are  considering  such  a  voyage. 

Is  there  cruising  after  racing?  For  the 
former  honchos  at  North  Sails  there  seems  to 
be.  Lowell  North,  who  we  interviewed  last 
year,  made  it  from  South  Africa  to  the 
Caribbean  with  his  Tayana  52  Wanago,  and 
was  intending  to  go  to  Puerto  La  Cruz, 
Venezuela.  Dick  Deaver,  who  ran  several  of 
the  more  successful  North  lofts,  along  with 
wife  B.J.,  have  continued  on  from  Turkey, 
across  Med  to  Almaria,  Spain,  with  their  Farr 
55  Outta  Here.  "We’re  pretty  tired  of  cold 
water  and  such  short  seasons  in  the  Med," 
says  Deaver,  "so  we’re  coming  to  the 
Caribbean  sometime  in  January  to  enjoy  life 
once  again."  The  Deavers  plan  to  be  in 
Antigua  on  April  27  for  the  start  of  Antigua 
Sailing  Week.  "No,"  laughs  Deaver,  "we’re 
not  going  to  be  racing.  Outta  Here  is  our 
home  and  B.J.  would  go  nuts  if  we  got  hit.” 

We’re  told  that  the  cruisers’  traditional 
St.  Paddy’s  Day  festivities  at  Los  Pelicanos 
Restaurant  in  Melaque  will  not  be  held  this 
year.  Philomenia,  the  owner  and  friend  to  all 
Mexican  mainland  cruisers,  had  been  quite 
sick  the  last  time  we  heard.  Can  anybody 
give  us  an  update  on  her  condition? 

Dave  and  Sharon  Simpson, 
owners/operators  of  Cabanas  Parida,  a 
popular  cruiser  hangout  at  Isla  Parida  in 
Panama’s  Gulf  of  Chiriqui,  sent  us  the 


Been  everywhere  and  done  everything ?  Then 
name  this  resplendent  tropical  landmark —  and 
explain  why  so  few  people  are  around. 


to  ask  about  participating  in  1998’s  Baja 
Ha-Ha  V.  While  we’re  taking  it  one  year  at 
a  time,  we  anticipate  that  the  fifth  running  of 
the  Ha-Ha  will  start  during  the  last  couple  of 
days  of  October  or  the  first  few  days  of 
November  —  a  period  during  which  the 
weather  has  historically  been  quite  good. 

Looking  to  the  future  —  and  the  fact  that 
so  many  Northern  California  boats  are 
planning  to  sail  across  the  Pacific  in  1999 
for:  1)  Baby-boomer  early  retirement 
cruising,  2)  the  America’s  Cup  in  New 
Zealand  in  the  spring  of  2000,  and  3)  The 
Olympics  in  Sydney  in  the  summer  of  2000 
—  the  Wanderer  is  considering  hosting  an 
intermittent  Ha-Ha  Across  the  Pacific.  It 
would  start  with  the  very  late  October  Ha-Ha 
leg  in  '98,  resume  with  a  Puerto  Vallarta  to 
Marquesas  leg  in  late  February  of  '99,  and 
continue  intermittently  to  arrive  in  New 
Zealand  by  early  November.  The  concept  is 
to  have  extremely  low  competition  jmd 
extremely  high  friendship  on  the  group  legs, 
but  with  months  and  months  worth  of  free 
time  in  between.  If  everyone  pitched  in,  it 
wouldn’t  have  to  cost  much  more  than  the 
price  of  commemorative  T-shirts.  The 


CHANCES  IN  LATITUDES 


Wanderer  flew  home  from  the  Baja  Ha-Ha  in 
mid-November,  his  flight  path  took  him  by 
Frailes,  Muertos,  and  Cerralvo,  and  over  La 
Paz,  Partida,  and  the  rest  of  the  fine  cruising 
spots  on  the  east  side  of  the  Baja  Peninsula. 
The  sea  below  was  a  spectacular  blue,  the 
winds  were  mild,  and  there  were  boats 
moving  both  north  and  south.  If  the 
Wanderer  had  had  a  parachute,  he’d  have 
probably  bailed. 

Hurricane  buffs  probably  noticed  that 
Cuba  and  Hispaniola  were  clobbered  in  mid- 
November  by  hurricane  Marco.  Hurricane 
season  in  the  Eastern  Pacific  runs  from  June 
1  until  November  1.  In  the  Atlantic  and 
Caribbean,  however^  the  season  starts  on 
June  1  but  continues  through  the  end  of 
November.  There’s  an  average  of  one 
hurricane  every  twd  years  in  the  Caribbean 
in  November  —  Claus  even  hit  St.  Thomas 
a  number  of  years  ago  in  December  —  but 
there  has  never  been  a  November  hurricane 
in  Mexico. 

Planning  on  cruising  to  Hawaii  this 
summer  and  looking  to  join  other  boats? 
There’s  no  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup,  but  the 
L.A.  to  Honolulu  TransPac  has  thrown  out 
the  welcome  mat  for  cruisers  who  might  want 
to  enter  the  39th  running  of  the  classic  'race 


The  little  moments  that  carry  so  much  meaning: 
positioning  the  flag  of  a  foreign  country  just 
below  the  starboard  spreader.  Adven  ture  awaits. 


to  Honolulu1.  Not  only  are  autopilots  and 
other  cruising  goodies  perrhitted  in  the 
special  cruising  class,  but  you  get  to  start  on 
June  28,  which  is  five  to  11  days  ahead  of 
the  racers.  For  further  information  on  the 
legendary  race  to  the  tropics,  contact  Dan 
Nowlan  at  (619)  490-1010. 

Experts  claim  there  are  three  vital  keys  to 
successful  retirement.  They  are:  1) 


Having  at  least  $500,000  in  the  bank.  2) 
Being  able  to  watch  your  favorite  television 
programs  on  a  large  screen  television.  3)  A 
wide  assortment  of  foods.  Wait  a  minute, 
that’s  the  three  keys  to  a  successful  life  in  a 
retirement  home!  Sorry.  For  a  successful 
retirement  the  three  keys  are  having:  1) 
Control  over  your  life.  2)  Something 
interesting  and  challenging  to  do.  3)  A  social 
support  network.  Does  that  describe  cruising 
—  especially  in  Mexico  —  or  what? 

About  120  yachts  were  expected  to  take 
part  in  the  11th  Atlantic  Rally  for 
Cruisers,  the  2,700-mile  passage  from  Las 
Palmas  in  the  Canary  Islands  to  St.  Lucia  in 
the  Lesser  Antilles.  We  hope  this  year’s  fleet 
enjoys  conditions  even  half  as  good  as  they 
were  last  year.  If  you  get  a  chance,  you  don’t 
want  to  miss  this  event. 

Are  you  departing  from  Puerto  Vallarta 
for  the  South  Pacific  this  spring?  If  so,  we 
hope  to  meet  you  the  first  week  in  March 
when  Latitude  will  be  throwing  a  little  kick¬ 
off  party  for  all  you  lucky  souls.  Details  next 
month. 

You  know  you’re  not  a  kid  anymore 

when  you’re  content  to  ghost  along  between 
ports  instead  of  being  frustrated  at  anything 
less  than  hull  speed. 
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Your  Boatyard  in  Paradise... EXPANDS 


•  25-Ton  Capacity  Travel-Lift 


Marine  Railway 

J  Vi 

Expanded  Dry  Storage  Area 


•  Sail  Loft 

•  Shower  &  Laundry 

•  Expert  repair,  mechanical, 
FIG,  wood,  aluminum, 
steel  &  stainless 

•  Refrigeration 

•  Tool  Rentals 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fill  U.S.  gas  cylinders 

•  Materials,  spares 

•  Reasonable  rates 

•  Electricity 


Large,  fenced,  secure  dry  storage  area. 

Foreign  Flag  vessels  can  stay 
on  dry  storage  in  our  yard  for 
an  unlimited  duration  with  maximum 
of  6  months  sailing/year. 


Professional  boatyard  in  the  heart  of  Paradise. 


Call,  write,  or  sail  in  .. .  we're  here  to  serve  you. 

B.P.  165  Uturoa  Raiatea  ~  Polynesie  Fran^aise 


Raiatea  Carenage  will  make  sure  paradise  is  everything  you  expected 


A  Subsidiary: 

from.  The  Moorings  Yacht  Charter,  Ltd. 


Tel:  (689)  66  •  22*  96  ~  (689)  66*35*93  ~  Fax:  (689)  66*20*94 


bound 

FOR 

MEXICO? 

USE  OUR 
SLIPS  AND 
SERVICES 


Baja  Naval 
Marina 


Short  and  Long  Term  Rentals 
Fishing  and  Cruising  Permits 
Insurance,  Hook-Ups,  Security 
Fuel,  Drinking  Water,  Phone, 
Fax  and  Local  Information 


& 

Boatyard 


REPAIR  -  MAINTENANCE 


75  ton 
Travelift 


Interior  -  Exterior  -  Structural 
Mechanical  Modifications  -  Painting 
Fiberglass  -  Steel  -  Wood  -  Ferrocement 


BARNETT  YACHT  INSURANCE 


One  constant  in  sailing  is  that  the  harbor  entrance 
you  see  is  five  times  further  away  than  it  appears. 

Wood  •  Steel  •  Ferro  •  Multihulls 

800/655-9224 

619/226-6702 

Fax  (619)  226-8513 

Specialist  in  Mexico  and 
Worldwide  Insurance 


. . .  ENGUSH  SPOKEN  _ 

INFORMATION  -  RESERVATIONS 


BAJA  NAVAL  S.A.  de  C.V. 
ENSENADA  B.C.,  MEXICO 
TEL.  011-526-1740020 
FAX  011-526-1740028 


MAILING  ADDRESS: 
C0RRE0  FEDERAL  PACIFIC 
No.  1037 

SAN  YSIDR0,  CA  92143-9011 


Call  for  FREE  Mexico  cruising  guide 

2730  Shelter  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  California  92106 
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nU^ic 


Easy  as... 


l.QJSSyour  ad.  Describe  what  you're  selling. 
What  category?  Don't  forget  an  area  code  with  phone  If.  No 
changes  after  submission.  TYPE  it  if  possible. 

We  can't  be  responsible  lor  errors  due  to  illegible  handwriting  or 
unclear  meaning  —  If  we  don't  get  it,  buyers  won't  get  it! 


2.Bffl!the  words.  A  phone  number  with 
area  code  counts  as  one  word.  No  need  to  abbreviate,  well  edit  or 
abbreviate  if  necessary. 


3. 


Mail 


US  VOUr  ad.  Please  enclose  your 

L 


check  and  mail  it  or  deliver  it  (cash  okay)  to  our  street  address. 

•  Strict  deadline  is  always  the  18th;  no  late  ads  will  be  published. 

•  No  ads  accepted  without  payment. 

•  No  ads  accepted  by  phone  or  fax. 

•  No  credit  caids  •  No  billing  arrangements. 


Individual  Magazine 
Orders: 

Current  issue  w/classy  ads  =  $3.00. 
Current  issue  (no  ad) = $5.00. 

Back  Issues =$7.00. 

\ 

To  re-run  an  ad, 

please  include  copy  of  ad  with  payment  by 
the  18th  of  the  month. 

Requests  lor  category  are  welcome,  but  tve  can't 
guarantee  —  wel  make  final  placement  determination 

'  Mail  (or  bring)  to:  UxZmUZS 

Attn:  Classified  Dept. 

15  Locust,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 

For  recorded  directions,  call  385-8200,  then  press  2-1 


Remember...  no  ads  accepted  over  the  phone  or  fax. 
Cash  or  checks  only  —  No  credit  cards! 


Personal  Ads 


1-40  Words: 

41-80  Words:  $40 
81-120  Words:  $60 

Personal  Advertising  Only 

No  business/promotional  ads. 

Except...Non-Pro1!t  or  Help  Wanted  ads 


Business  Ads 


(3 1/2"  x  5/8"  boxes  at  bottom  of  page) 

$45  for  40  Words  Max. 

All  Promotional  Advertising 
1  Boat  per  Broker 
Camera  ready  art  ok  -  no  photos/reversals 
No  Extra  Bold  type,  not  to  exceed  12  pt 

All  artwork  subject  to  editor  approval. 
(Ads  will  be  typeset  by  Latitude  38  to  fit  standard) 


DINGHIES,  LIFERAFTS 
AND  ROWBOATS 


AVON  4-MAN  LIFERAFT.  Canister,  offshore 
model  (double  floor),  in  perfect  condition.  Solar 
still,  watermaker  included.  $1,500  obo.  Call  (907) 
586-2101  h,  (907)586-6167  w. 

SMALL  CRAFT  WINTER  SAVINGS.  Winona  solo 
canoe,  32  lbs  w/spruce  double  paddle,  neW  air 
bags;  $500, 14  ft  collapsible  square  stern  Folbot 
w/sail  rig  and  oars;  $600. 17  ft  inflatable  catama¬ 
ran,  rowing  shell,  Oarmaster,  9 1/2  ft,  spruce  oars; 
$1,200.  (415)  331-5716. 

ACHILLES  10’2"  Hypalon  vee  bottom  inflatable. 
Suzuki  o/b.  Superb  condition.  Sunbrella  covers 
for  both.  Repairkit.oars,  instruction  manual.  $1 ,200 
or  trade  for  aluminum  skiff.  (510)523-9011. 

PELICAN  CAPRI,  paddleboat,  2  person.  Cover, 
new  rudder  assembly.  $400  cash  obo.  Contact 
(415)456-2022. 

ZODIAC  17-FT  FUTURA  3,  50  Merc,  new  galv 
trailer,  2  new  seats,  steering  wheel,  anchor,  fuel 
tanks,  elec  start,  new  battery.  $3,850  cash.  Call 
(415)  456-2022. 

BOSTON  WHALER.  Ideal  tender  for  your  boat. 
This  '86,  9  ft  Whaler  has  325  lb  capacity.  Full 
flotation.  Unique  opportunity  as  this  size  is  no 
longer'made.  Boat  seldom  used.  Only  $1,500  for 
quicksale  (compare  new  prices).  (510)  865-5339. 

LASERS,  LASER  2,  SUNFISH  &  ZUMA.  All  new, 
neversailed.  Dealersshowroom  boats  with  manu¬ 
facturers  warranty.  Selling  at  wholesale  cost: 
$3,200;  $4,600;  $2,000;  $2,500.  Trade-ins  wel¬ 
come.  Looking  for  sit-inside,  two-  person  type  1 4- 
ft  and  up  for  sailing  school,  (707)  444-3048, 


49er,  NEW  OLYMPIC  CLASS.  Better  than  new. 
Unbelievably  fast.  20  boats  already  on  the  West 
Coast,  $15,000  w/trailer.  (206)  670-9876. 

10- FT  BOMBARD  ROLL  UP  DINGHY,  w/wood 
floor,  Tohatsu  8  hp  motor  w/new  trailer.  Hard 
transom,  remote  tank,  oars,  like  new.  $2,000. 
(415)  326-1603. 

12-FT  BEETLE  CAT  BOAT.  Custom  trailer  and 
covers.  Excellent  condition.  $3,000  obo.  (415) 
359-31 23  evenings. 

LASER  TRAILER,  galvanized,  Calkins,  $350. 
Laser  dolly,  manufactured  aluminum,  $175.  La¬ 
ser,  complete,  race  rigged,  '84  Canadian  hull, 
$1,500.  (510)  672-6672. 

CHAMBERLAIN  14  ROWING  DORY,  built  by 
Gordy  Nash,  new  condition,  custom  oars,  remov¬ 
able  sliding  seat.  $2,200.  (415)  435-9469. 

AVON  4  MAN  canister  liferaft.  Repacked  one  yr 
ago.  $1,200  obo.  (916)  536-1937. 

8- FT  FIBERGLASS  ELTORO  w/added  oarlocks/ 
oars  on  modified  14  ft  Shoelander  trailer.  Sail, 
custom  canvas  boat  cover,  mounted  spare  trailer 
tire,  2  Type  III  lifejackets,  2  bouyant  cushions. 
Been  stored  indoors.  All  like  new.  $1,000.  Call 
(415)  479-4678. 

10- FT  COLD  MOLDED  SAILING  DINGHY.  Built 
by  Fairey  Marine  Ltd,  England.  Light  weight  while 
strong.  Quality  rebuilt  for  cruising,  beefy  towing  & 
hoisting  points.  $1,400.  (510)  680-8836. 

1 4- FT  C-LARK,  fiberglass,  built  in  Seattle,  WA.  In 
excellent  condition.  Equipped  with  main,  jib  and 
spinnaker  sails.  Complete  with  a  recently  restored 
boat  trailer,  new  tires,  paint  and  lights.  First  $650 
takes  this  nice  boat.  (415)  563-3747, 


24  FEET  &  UNDER 


RANGER  23,  SHANGHAI  LIL .  Red  boat  berthed 
sin  Sausalito.  Lots  of  gear  included.  Must  sell!  Price 
reduced  to  $4,000  obo.1  (41 5)  332-0186. 

NEPTUNE  1 6,  pocket  cruiser.  T  railer,  spare  wheel, 
motor.sails,  fully  equipped.  Always  kept  covered 
in  garage.  Sihglehand  or  sleep  2-3  w/potti.  Draft 
10"  to  a  stiff  4’.  $3,750.  (916)  362-7224. 

YAMAHA  24,  quarter  ton.  Great  race,  daysail  or 
weekender.  Large  cockpit  and  surprisingly  roomy 
cabin.  14' bags  including  3  spinnakers  and  new 
Genesis  main  and  jib.  New  Honda  8.  New  bottom 
paint.  Consider  smaller  trailerable  in  partial  trade. 
$5,600  obo.  (415)  459-7953. 

24- FT  YANKEE  DOLPHIN.  A  carefully  balanced 
quality  built  fiberglass  yacht.  Designed  by 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  with  line  patterned  after 
tradition.  Mahogany  interior,  teak  trim  on  deck. 
New  sails,  battery  and  bottom  paint.  Exc  condi- 
’  lion.  Specs  available.  $7,500.  (916)  577-1796. 

THREE  BOATS  ON  TRAILERS,  one  wife  on  high 
horse  says  two  must  go.  Bristol  24'  7",  in  need  of 
TLC.  $5,000.  Hobie  16;  $800.  Montgomery  15; 
$4,000.  (707)  824-1829. 

MONTGOMERY  17, 1979.  T railer,  new  Mariner  4 
hp  outboard  motor,  4  sails  (main,  2  jibs,  spinna¬ 
ker),  anchor,  ladder,  4  life  preservers  and  Porta- 
Potti.  Was  moored  at  Lake  Tahoe.  $7,000.Lv  msg 
(702)  852-6640. 

23-FT  AQUARIUS.  Clean.  New  sails  and  some 
spares.  Rebuilt  5  hp  long  shaft.  Sleeps  4.  Steel 
centeiboard.  Excellent  Bay  &  Delta  boat.  Safe, 
tun,  lively.  Good  trailer.  $3,200.  (415)  221-6922. 


CAL  24, 1968.  Goin'  Fast .  Stockton  berthed. 
Main,  3  headsails,  spinnaker.  Exc  rig.  Race  ready, 
loaded  with  gear.  Many  extras.  Mahogany  inte¬ 
rior,  enclosed  head,  comfortably  sleeps  4.  Lots  of 
boat.  Must  sell.  Asking  $1 ,800  obo.  Contact  (209) 
577-1861. 

J/24,  KNOTS.  Proven  winner,  2nd  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  twice,  winner  Metro  Mid-Winters  twice,  SSC 
champ  5  yrs,  79  East  Coast  hull,  professionally 
faired,  many  sails,  dual  axle  trailer,  '96  Honda. 
Price  reduced  $1 0,000  to  $7,000  obo.  John,  (800) 
745-2230  or  (209)  951-4624. 

RANGER  23, 1972.  Great  bay  boat.  Good  sails  & 
rig,  like  new  6  hp  Johnson,  depthsounder,  KM, 
new  compass,  many  recent  upgrades,  rigged  lor 
spinnaker,  teak  toerail.  Very  good  overall  cond. 
Fast,  comfortable&  safe.  $3,500.  (51 0)769-1 062. 
email  jillpaul  @  uclink2.berkeley.EDU 

ISLANDER  BAHAMA.  Totally  cool  with  pilot¬ 
house,  inside  steering,  outside  wheel.  Completely 
redone  interior  &  exterior,  backing  plates,  winches, 
electrics,  thru  hulls,  cushions,  bottom  paint.  2 
anchors,  lines  led  aft,  clubbed  jib  and  more.  $3,850 
cash.  (415)  456-2022. 

CATALINA  22, 1975.  Has  been  afresh  water  boat 
and  kept  on  trailer  (included),  Honda  7.5  -  runs 
great.  Solar  panel,  good  marine  battery,  poptop, 
custom  cockpit  cushions,  lifelines,  SS  swim  lad¬ 
der.  Nice  little  daysailer/overnighter.  $3,950.  Call 
(510)  522-5343. 

COLUMBIA  22.  Deluxe  interior.  Main,  jib,  whisker 
pole,  2  new  lifejackets,  new  Origo  2  burner  stove, 
nice  vinyl  covered  cushions,  new  wood  tiller, 
handheld  Loran-C,  Thirsty  Mate  bilge  pump. 
Johnson  6  hp,  just  rebuilt.  $2,000.  Contact  (415) 
961-2125. 


MARINESURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

Jack  Mackinnon  (member,  SAMS) 

510-276-4351  Fax:510-276-9237 

800-501-8527  e-mail:  surveyjack@aol.com 

—  Best  Service  in  the 

MARINE  OUTBOARD  CO. 

Nissan  '  Johnson  •  Evinrude  •  Mercury 

Tohatsu  •  Mariner  •  Seagull  •  Tanaka 

Repair  -  Service  -  Parts  -  Fiberglass  Repair 

3  ay  Area  —265  Gate  5  Rd„  Sausalito  •  (415)  332-8020 

tf-M  CURTAINS  LOSING  TEETH?  CUSHIONS  SAGGING? 

\l//  We  can  give  your  boat  a  90's  interior  featuring  new  | 

IX  marine  fabrics  of  Sunbrella,  Olefin,  etc.  at  affordable  prices.  £ 

100%  satisfaction  guaranteed/no  deposit  sy 

Call  Bobbi  at  (415)  331-5919  for  free  estimate. 

1 

BRISTOL  22, 1969 

Herreshoff  design  built  by  Sailstar  div.  of  Bristol  Yachts.  1994  9.9  hp  longshaft  w/controls  in  cockpit.  Lots 
of  sails  in  good  condition.  Easy  to  rig  hinged  mast  w/new  rigging  in  ,1996.  Tandem  Trailrite  trailer  w/new 
tires,  never  in  salt.  2,000  extra  lbs  of  ballast.  Strong  boat  for  the  SB  channels  SF  area.  The  seller  has 
babied  this  boat  with  custom  extras.  Motivated.  Call  now.  (805)  962-5107. 
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CHRYSLER  22, 1974.  Trailer,  swing  keel,  main 
and  3  headsails.  $2,300.  (209)  984-4007. 

MERMAID  20.  Lovely  Bay  boat,  built  1963  in 
Denmark.  Pine  on  oak  hull.  Well  maintained,  new 
rigging,.  Mariner  outboard.  Asking  $3,500.  Paul 
Jones,  (415)  355-4383. 

1 8- FT  MERCURY  W/TRAILER.  Too  many  boats, 
so  the  Merc  has  to  go.  Boat  and  trailer  both  in  very 
good  condition.  Race  ready  and  proven  in  active 
fleet.  Fiberglass,  self-bailing  cockpit,  all  newstand- 
ing  and  running  rigging.  $1 ,400.  (408)  429-91 74. 

PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  DANA  24, 1990.  Webasto 
heat,  Aerogen,  Autohelm  instruments,  Tiller 
ST4000,  cruising  spinnaker,  pressure  hot  water, 
75  watt  panel,  GPS,  refrig.  Ready  for  offshore. 
Must  sell  due  to  health.  $60,000.  (360)  357-4792. 

WILDERNESS  21 , 1 981 .  Repossesed,  clean  w/3 
sails.  No  trailer,  no  motor.  1st  $1,750  takes  it. 
Lloyd  at  Morro  Bay  Marina,  (805)  772-9463: 

19- FT  CAPE  DORY  TYPHOON,  1979.  Trailer,  o/ 
b,  main  &  2  jibs.  Harken  traveler,  spinlocks  on 
halyards,  jiffy  reefing.  Well  built  Alberg  designed 
full  keel  sloop.  $4,500  obo.  (707)  763-1708. 

SANTANA  20,  1977.  '96  3  hp  Yamaha.  Nice 
condition,  on  trailer,  ready  to  go.  $4,000  or  trade 
for  Montgomery  17  w/trailer  or  maybe  Ranger  23  ■ 
w/trailer.  Will  deliver  western  states.  John,  (801) 
281-4958  h  or  (800)  473-2626  ext  6471  w. 

CORONADO  23,  1971.  Very  sturdy  fiberglass 
Sailboat.  4  sails,  depthfinder,  knotmeter,  com¬ 
pass,  clean  Evinrude,  v-berth,  sink,  settee,  head, 
5'  5‘  headroom.  Super  strong  hull  and  rigging,  fun 
to  sail.  Big  boat  for  its  size.  SF  Bay.  $2,400  obo. 
(520)  638-3371  or  (408)  779-7774. 

WEST  WIGHT  POTTER  15,  1996.  Hull  #2248. 
3.5  Tohatsu  motor,  trailer,  Porta-Potti,  marine 
paint  on  bottom,  halyards  lead  into  cockpit.  Better 
than  new.  Original  cost  $7,000  plus  $1 ,000  in 
extras.  Asking  $7,000.  Call  or  fax  Ellen  at  (415) 
435-2453. 

MELGES  24  USA  219,  CHOICES .  Race  ready, 
fully  equipped,  lots  of  sails,  full  covers,  KVH  com¬ 
pass.  White  hull,  beige  deck,  trailer,  o/b,  perfect 
condition.  '95  &  '96  Pacific  Coast  champ.  Seri¬ 
ously  for  sale,  located  Sausalito.  Contact  Don, 
(415)  383-7015. 

ISLANDER  24.  Stiff,  fixed  keel  sailboat  w/Johnson 
6motor.  Berkeley  marina.  $1 ,950  ortradeforwhat 
have  you?  (510)  935-9527. 

ISLANDER  BAHAMA  24, 1 965. 7.5  hp  Evinrude, 
VHF,  compass,  Porta-Potti,  sink,  genoa,  sleeps  4. 
Full  keel,  very  stable  boat.  Located  Alameda 
Marina  Pier  1,  berth  #114.  $1,900.  Will  trade  for 
car,  truck,  Jeep,  or  ?  Mario,  (510)  351-0401. 

ERICSON  22, 1 968.  Evinrude  9.9  hp,  longshaft,  3 
sails.  $2,000  obo.  Carol  or  Brian,  (41 5)  573-2994. 


CAL20.  Good  beginner  boat.  Neat  &  clean.  Good 
shape  all  around.  4.5  hp  Mercury  o/b.  Easily 
singlehanded.  Can  be  seen  in  Berkeley.  $1,800 
obo.  Days  (415)  493-5000  ext  64433  or  nights, 
(415)  493-1590. 


25  TO  28  FEET 


CAL  2-25, 1978.  Original  owner.  Seldom  used. 
Unused:  Porta-Potti,  stove,  water  tank  and  two 
stainless  steel  sinks.  Anchor,  life  preservers,  main 
sail  and  jib  included.  Sleeps  5.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Asking  $6,500.  (415)  454-4419. 

CATALINA  27,  1985.  Diesel,  furling  jib,  3  an¬ 
chors,  5  winches,  depth,  compass  &  knot  gauges, 
whiskerpole,  adj  backstay.  Head  w/tank,  teak 
interior,  galley,  lifesling,  good  sails,  bottom  needs 
work.  $12,975.  (510)  672-1681. 

CAL  2-27, 1977.  Well  maintained  with  new  DS / 
KM,  batteries,  sail  cover.  Full  sail  inventory  and 
equipment.  Faryman  diesel.  Light  use,  especially 
in  recent  years.  A  bargain  awaits  right  bidder. 
Oakland  berth.  (408)  475-8162. 

YAMAHA  25,  1978.  Best  on  the  Bay.  Yanmar 
diesel,  new  sails,  main  &  jib.  Svendsen's  yard  in 
Alameda  installed  new  safety  lines,  as  well  as 
standing  &  running  rigging.  Bottom  painted  9/96, 
no  blisters.  Like  new  condition.  Asking  $11,500 
obo.  (510)980-4046,  Iv  msg. 

CORONADO  28, 1973.  (Columbia)  Palmer  en¬ 
gine.  Autopilot.  Nice  clean  boat,  located  in 
Alameda.  $6,000.  (510)  521-2392, 

C&C  29  SLOOP,  1 977.  Maverick .  1 2  bags,  North 
&  Ullman,  9  Barients.  Twin  Plaths.  Dodger,  cruis¬ 
ing  canvas,  frig,  Loran,  VHF,  new  CD  stereo,  Prof 
Marinercharger,  Autohelm,  Signet  instr.  Ready  to 
race  or  cruise.  Too  many  upgrades  to  list.  New 
mast  '87.  Dink,  professionally  maintained.  Chan¬ 
nel  Islands  Harbor!  $18,900.  Call  Gene  Whitt, 
(805)  985-6331. 

CAL  2-27, 1976.  Tempo  (#264).  Well  maintained 
fresh  water  boat  (Stockton).  Pineapple  main,  club 
jib,  2  North  spinnakers.  Atomic  4.  Race  ready,  exc 
race  record,  including  2  SouthToweroverall  firsts. 
Newly  refurbished  interior  includes  6  bunks,  gal¬ 
ley,  enclosed  head,  stereo  w/tape  deck  and  lots  of 
teak.  All  safety  and  cruising  equip.  $14,000.  Art 
Aulwurm.  Days  (209)  942-01 85. 

CATALINA  27,  1971.  New  12/95;  standing  rig¬ 
ging,  solar  vent,  antenna  ,  windvane,  2  sails  w/ 
covers,  downhaul.  Lines  ied  aft.  Shorepower, 
charger,  VHF.  Dinette,  new  carpet,  miniblinds.  9.9 
Yachtwin,  new  impeller,  cockpit  controls,  nice  & 
clean.  $4,600'firm.  Ken,  (916)  726-9062. 

CORONADO  27.  Good  condition.  Outboard, 
sleeps  5,  Sausalito  slip,  ready  to  sail.  Great  Bay 
boat.  $4,500.  Contact  (800)  887-8871  ext  201  or 
(209)  544-9350. 


ERICSON  27.  Good  shape.  Traveled  offshore, 
Bay  &  Delta  10  yrs.  Hauled  5/96.  Volvo  diesel, 
speedlog,  solar  charger,  2  anchors,  Loran,  depth 
,VHF,  AP,  wheel,  binnacle  compass,  propane 
BBQ,  cockpit  cushions,  etc.  $8,000.  Call  (415) 
878-0744. 

AUCTION.  Many  sailboats  forsale.  20-27  ft.  Priced 
to  sell.  $1,100  &  up.  Call  now.  (510)  464-4617. 

PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  25.  Rare  find.  On  trailer  in 
a  barn  in  Tennessee.  O/b,  cutter  rigged,  bowsprit. 
Bristol.  (615)  389-6749.  Leave  message,  will  re¬ 
turn  call. 

28- FT  BRISTOL  CHANNEL  CUTTER.  Traditional 
rig.  Beautiful  all  wood  interior,  full  headroom. 
Sleeps  4.  Roomiest,  strongest,  classic  beauty. 
Volvo  Penta  MD7A  diesel.  Fully  equipped  and 
ready.  Call  or  write  for  photos  &  survey.  $65,000. 
PO  Box  1674,  San  Pedro,  CA  90731.  Phone 
(310)  833-4491. 

ORION  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  27, 1983.  Cutter, 
new  rigging,  Yanmar  diesel,  HAM  rig,  Aries 
windvane.  Excellent  condition,  original  owner,  in 
Honolulu.  $45,000.  Sid,  (808)  623-9749.  See  on 
Internet,  http://www.boatlisting.com 

MacGREGOR  M-26, 1996.  Only  16  hrs  on  this 
loaded  boat  purchased  in  July  for  $25,250.  Like 
new,,  never  in  salt  water.  Trailer,  Nissan  50+ 
engine,  ail  custom  options.  Relocation  to  Michi¬ 
gan  cancelled,  mate  says  sell.  $22,000  firm.  Chet, 
(415)  775-7528. 

28-FT  TRITON,  #248.  Yanmar  diesel,  new  teak 
trimmed  interior,  improved  structural  mast  sup¬ 
port,  133  cubic  feet  of  underwater  volume,  gener¬ 
ous  freeboard,  liveaboard  headroom,  w/  4  berths, 
two  speed  winches,  main  &  jib,  dodger,  new  boom 
&  cushions, for  $1.41/  lb.  Myron  Spaulding  (415) 
332-3721. 

ERICSON  26.  Liveaboard,  sleeps  4,  headroom, 
shorepower,  phone  hook-up,  microwave  &  refrig, 
air  conditioner,  heater,  sink,  enclosed  head,  all 
teak  inside,  depthsounder,  new  main  &  o/b.  Owner 
moving.  $5,000.  Voice  mail  (415)  359-2211  h, 
(510)927-8417. 

CHEOY  LEE  26.  Heavy  full  keel  with  storm  sails, 
2  sets  of  working  sails,  1 50%  genoa.  Volvo  diesel, 
all  in  very  nice  condition,  new  batteries,  located  in 
Antioch.  $5,000  obo.  (916)  974-0577. 

26-FT  FOLKBOAT.  Wood,  good  condition ,  cover, 
o/b.  $2,500  obo.  (415)  759-9018. 

CHEOY  LEE26,  FRISCO  FLYER.  Wifehas major 
heeling  phobia.  Lovely,  well  maintained  boat.  Fi¬ 
berglass  bottom,  teak  topside.  Full  cover,  6  bags 
sails,  Volvo  diesel  i/b,  dual  batteries,  depthsounder, 
knotmeter,  VHF,  etc.  Hauled/bOttom  painted  9/ 
95.  $8,000  obo.  (510)  370-9338  after  6pm. 

EXPRESS  27,  DRAGON  LADY  .  '91  Trailrite 
trailer.  $16,000.  (415)  898-7422. 


BRISTOL  27, 1966.  Fiberglass  sloop.  Carl  Alberg 
designed  bluewater  hull .  Large  cockpit  w/laz  aret'.e 
o/b  well.  Main,  jib,  VHF.  Partitioned  cabin  sleeps 
4.  Good  interior  cushions,  head.  Last  h/o  5/95. 
$2,850.  Call  for  details.  (707)  792-1867. 

IRWIN  28.5,  1974.  Excellent  condition.  Rebuilt 
Atomic  4.  Automatic  Halon,  VHF,  depth,  loran. 
Main,  2  jibs.  Spacious  interior  sleeps  5,  stove, 
heater,  head.  AM/FM/CD  stereo,  2  batteries! 
charger,  shorepower.  Very  clean.  Consider  trade 
for  family  ski  boat.  $7,000  obo.  (415)  884-3265. 

CORONADO  25.  Custom  mast  plate,  double  low¬ 
ers,  3/16  rig,  custom  galley,  alcohol  stove,  solar 
panel,  jiffy  reef,  6  hp  o/b,  bow  pulpit/pushpit, 
lifelines,  weather  cloths,  new  cushions, 
depthsounder,  knotmeter/log,  VHF,  deep  cycle 
battery.  $3,800.  Rick,  (415)  987-5799. 

FLICKA25.  T raditional  gaff-rigged  cutter  w/spruce 
mast,  teak  decks,  belaying  pins,  brass  bell,  ex¬ 
quisite  mahogany  interior.  Yanmar  diesel.  Care¬ 
fully  maintained,  hauled  8/96.  These  solid  boats 
have  been  all  over  the  world  &  this  one  goes  in 
style.  Berkeley.  (510)  658-6687. 

CLASSIC  FOLKBOAT  25,  well  maintained.  Lap- 
strake  mahogany  hull  in  exccondition.  Canvassed 
deck,  new  rigging,  refurbished  mainsail.  Yanmar 
diesel,  new  electric  wiring,  battery,  charger,  fuel 
tank,  prop  shaft,  muffler,  exhaust  hoses.  Recently 
repainted  and  varnished.  $5,900.  Contact  John, 
(415)  337-6400. 

ISLANDER  27,  1970.  Very  clean,  new  paint 
topside,  VHF,  depthsounder,  2  burner  non-pres- 
surized  stove,  fixed  keel,  sleeps  5,  tiller  steering, 
inboard  gas  engine,  new  inflatable  dinghy  (rarely 
used).  Delta  berth.  $6,000.  (916)  348-3366. 

CAPRI  25, 1980.  Looks  like  a  J,  but  faster  and 
beamier.  Strong  6.6  Johnson.  Double  reef  main, 
150%,  1 30%  w/reef,  jib,  spinnaker,  pole,  MOB 
equipment,  lee  cloths,  topping  lift,  sail  cover,  bags. 
$3,500  or  $4,500  with  mooring.  (408)  438-0433. 

YAM  AHA  25  III,  1 978.  High  quality  1  /4  ton  cruiser/ 
racer.  Yanmar  diesel,  2  mains,  3  jibs,  3  spinna¬ 
kers,  KM,  DS,  VHF.  2  compasses,  2  anchors,  dual 
batteries,  Autohelm,  dodger,  stereo,  alcohol  stove, 
folding  prop,  sleeps  4.  Sausalito  berth.  Steal  it  for 
$5,900  firm.  (707)  578-8864. 

NORSEA  27, 1993.  Aft  cabin  with  beautiful  teak, 
pine  8  ash  interior.  Green  hull  w/tanbark  sails. 
Cruise  anywhere  lapstrake  hull  design.  VHF,  DS, 
stereo.  9/96  haulout.  Gorgeous  boat.  Located 
Berkeley  Marina,  O  dock.  Asking  $71,000.  Eves, 
.(707)  448-1147.  • 

Remember... 

Classy  deadline 
is  a-l-w-a-y-s  i 
the  18th. 


IT'S  REPAIR  SEASON 

fl  Experienced  woodworker  will  build-in  cabinets  &  new  stowage,  replace  worn  soles 

■  1  W  &  dry  rot,  seal  leaks  &  restore  weathered  surfaces.  New  finishes  applied. 

^  J  w  Get  ready  for  your  next  cruise  now.  References  available. 

Call  John  Shinmck  (415)  824-1278 

MARINE  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  warranty,  purchase  contracts,  sales/use  tax, .Hens,  charters,  construction/repair, 
accidents  since  1960.  Practical  Experience  Counts:  Bay/Ocean  Racing/Cruising  since  1945, 

William  E.  Vaughan, A  7  Embarcadero  Cove,  Oakland, CA  94606 

EvStarMar@aol.com  (510)  532-1786;  FAX  532-3461,  MC/Visa  OK 

VIDEO:  READY  OR  NOT... 

2  hours  highlighting  a  3-1/2  year  circumnavigation  aboard  Wind  Shadow,  a  44-ft  Nautical  motorsailer. 
Travel  with  Brian  &  Jeanie  Calvi  across  the  South  Pacific,  Indian  Ocean,  Mediterranean  Sea,  Atlantic 
Ocean,  Caribbean  Sea,  Panama  Canal  &  home.  $29.95  plus  S&H. 

Viking  Video  Productions,  (800)  470-3599  or  (360)  695-3599,  fax  (360)  695-2852. 

BOAT  LETTERING 

Beautiful,  long  lasting  &  reasonably  priced. 

Call  for  our  convenient  order  form. 

Signs  .graphics  (510)  232S395 

NORTHWEST  CRUISING  ACADEMY 

Cruise  &  learn  in  the -San  Juan  Islands  on  Pacific  Seacraft  and  Ericson  Yachts. 
Licensed,  certified  instruction  with  Betty  Pearce.  Limit  4. 

Call  for  1997  schedule. 

Reservations  &  brochure:  (206)  623-8123  •  117  E.  Louisa  St  #123,  Seattle,  WA  98102 

PACIFIC  DELIVERY  SERVICES 

U.S.C.G.  Licensed  Master  - 100  Tons  -  Sail  or  Power  -  Experienced  -  Reliable  -  Careful 
Reasonable  -  Refs  -  Owners  and  brokers  welcome 

Also  available  for  Bay  and  Delta  Deliveries 

Capt.  Gary  Jimmink,  (707)  762-1899,  fax  (707)  763-1520 

/ 
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ERIdSON  27, 1 978.  White  w/green  nonskid  decks, 
sheerandbootstripe.Exc  condition.  Newly  painted 
mast,  boom  &  spinnaker  pole.  Sail  inventory:  #1 
genoa  155%  mylar  (’95),  #2  150%  dacron,  #3 
1 1 0%  dacron  (’95),  #4  working  jib,  #5  storm  jib  (w / 
reef  points),  symmetrical  spinnaker  1  1/2  oz  ny 
Ion,  and  main  sail  w/2  reef  points  ('95).  All  stand 
ing  rigging  replaced  in  ’96.  Electronics:  VHF, 
Loran,  Horizon  wind  speed/position  indicator, 
depth,  trip  log.  Wheel  steering  &  pedestal  com¬ 
pass.  Electrasan  head.  2  burner  alcohol  stove, 
sink  and  ice  box.  Atomic  4  gas  engineN30  hp. 
Hauled  for  annual  maintenance  and  bottom  con¬ 
ditioning  in  ’94,  '95  and  '96.  Asking  $17,500.  Call 
(408)  457-1729  h  or  (408)  335-6700  w. 

CONTESSA  26, 1978.  A  lovely  example  of  this 
famous  design.  Freshly  rebuilt  diesel,  epoxy  bot¬ 
tom,  twin  forestays,  jiffy  reefing,  2  batteries, 
Autohelm,  windvane,  EPIRB,  DS,  KM,  VHF,  shore 
power,  5  bags  sails,  dodger,  new  shrouds,  hauled 
11/95.  $11,500.  (408)  336-2756. 

26- FT  AMERICAN  SLOOP,  1980.  Sleeps  4, 6  ft 
headroom,  main  &  jib.  New  rigging  &  lifelines, 
hauled  5/96.  Berthed  in  Alameda.  W/o  trailer. 
$6,500  obo.  (408)  685-8154. 

MacGREGOR  26, 1992.  On  factory  trailer.  Queen 
of  ’92  SF  Boat  Show.  Water  ballast,  9.5  elect  star! 
Evinrude,  Sani-Potti,  depthfinder,  compass,  gal¬ 
ley  w/stove.  Sleeps  6,  pop-top.  Anchors  w/chain, 
lifejackets,  etc.  Sails  near  new,  genoa.  $9,500. 
(415)  461-5740. 

CATALINA  27,  1983.  Diesel,  2  new  batteries, 
knotmeter,  depthsounder,  compass,  new  Pine¬ 
apple  main,  3  jibs  (150%  kevlar,  110%,  85%). 
spinnaker,  adj  backstay,  bottom  paint  5/96, 
brightwork  10/96,  bottom  cleaned  every  4  wks. 
$12,500.  (408)  945-6624. 

ISLANDER  28, 1979.  Professionally  maintained. 
Roller  furling,  all  sails  new  or  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Atomic  4  just  tuned,  just  hauled,  new  bottom, 
lots  of  room.  Must  see,  must  sell.  $1 6,000  obo. 
(415)  771-4666,  Iv  msg  for  appt. 

CHEOY  LEE  FRISCO  FLYER  25.  Wood  huli, 
mast,  boom.  Faiyman  hand  crank  diesel,  charger, 
anchor.  New  deck  5  yrs.  No  visible  rot.  This  boat 
could  be  truly  beautiful  in  the  hands  of  someone 
who  knows  wood.  $2,000  obo.  Carol  or  Brian, 
(415)  573-2994. 

ERICSON  27.  Atomic  4  engine,  stainless  steel 
exhaust  system,  AP,  roller  furling,  spinnaker  &  v 
whisker  poles,  1 50%  w/sewn  on  jib  cover,  seldom 
used  60%  &  storm  jib.  Holding  tank,  adj  backstay, 
new  Sunbrella  hatchcovers,  spreader  lights,  VHF, 
etc.  $12,000.  (510)  236-2992 


CAL  2-27, 1977.  Spacious  Bay  &  coastal  cruiser. 
Inboard  diesel  Faryman,  standard  galley,  head 
and  sinkforward,  large  salon,  sleeps  4.  Main,  1 20, 
90.  Solid  boat,  well  loved,  2nd  owner.  $9,550 
consider  trade  for  40’s  cruiser.  (415)  389-1473. 

O’DAY  27, 1974.  Atomic  4, 15  hp  auxiliary,  tiller, 
AP800  w/femote,  110%,  150%,  Awlgrip  hull  10/ 
95,  bottom  10/95.  Constant  upgrades,  new  elec¬ 
tronics  (depth,  VHf,  etc.).  Equipment  list  avail¬ 
able.  Located  in  Delta,  Bruno's,  Isleton,  #98. 
$8,500  obo.  (916)333-1916. 


NONSUCH  30  ULTRA,  1985.  One  owner.  33  hp 
Westerbeke,  new  radar  &  electric  windlass.  2 
sails,  full  electronics,  removable  davits,  dodger, 
full  enclosure.  $79,500.  (415)  331-7370. 

J/29, 1983,  BLACK  LACE..  Fast  fractional  racer/ 
cruiser.  Several  times  class  champion,  rigged  for 
racing  but  great  Bay  cruiser.  Well  maintained.  8 
hpo/b.  Sausalito.  $24,000.  (408)  765-1 240  days. 


BRISTOL  30,  1972.  Atomic  4,  main,  130,  150, 
storm  jib,  solar  charger,  VHF,  tape,  1  lOv  &  12v, 
pressure  water.  7  ft  Fatty  Knees  w/sail.  Must  sell 
before  it  melts!  $1 0,500  obo.  (510)  679-1 747  after 
6pm. 

YANKEE  SLOOP,  HULL  #90.  Legendary 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  performance  cruiser  fea¬ 
tured  in  10/89  Latitude  38  .  New;  diesel,  LPU, 
upholstery,  exterior  teak  wood,  sails,  etc.  Sour¬ 
dough  is  like  new  inside  &  out,  ready  to  cruise  and 
lying  in  San  Diego.  $23,000  obo.  (520)  458-91 22. 


PEARSON  30,  1977.  Very  clean,  never  raced, 
near  new  condition.  Pacific  Coast  Canvas  dodger 
w/rear  and  side  handholds,  AP,  inflatable  w/Tanaka 
o/b,  '94  Richmond  Boatworks  rebuilt  Atomic  4. 
$16,500  obo.  (415)  726-0416. 

CATALINA  30, 1982.  Atomic  4,  one  owner  boat 
last  hauled  6/96.  roller  furling  jib,  wheel  steering, 
alcohol  stove  w/oven,  clean  and  in  exc  condition. 
Asking  $18,500.  (415)  346-6190. 


30-FT  CHEOY  LEE  LUDERS.  Full  keel  sloop. 
New  dodger/rigging  and  lots  of  extras.  Volvo  die¬ 
sel.  Brightwork  needs  TLC.  Great  bay  boat,  but  I 
just  don't  have  the  time  anymore.  $1 5,750.  Please 
leave  msg.  (415)634-7448,  1 

CATALINA  30, 1 989.  Dodger,  furling  jib  - 1 35%  & 
90%,  single  line  reefing,  lazy  jacks,  ST  winches, 
windlass,  VHF,  DM,  KM,  refrig,  propane  stove  and 
oven,  microwave,  h/c  pressure  water,  macerator, 
25XP  diesel,  3’8"  draft.  Brisbane.  $39,900.  Call 
(408)  323-9120. 

CATALINA  30, 1 978.  Strong  Atomic  4,  furling  jib, 
dodger,  wheel,  VHF,  DS,  KM,  150  watt  stereo, 
LPG  stove,  very  attractive  interior  w/lots  of  brass. 
Brilliant  plumbing  and  wiring.  Prepare  to  lose  your 
self-control.  $18,500.  Contact  Mike  or  Louise, 
(707)  226-2522. 

ALBERG  30,  1973,  MAGIC  by  Whitby.  Fully 
cruise  equipped,  all  equipmentless  than  2  yrs  old. 
Universal  30  diesel,  Raytheon  R10X  radar, 
Magellan  GPS,  Autohelm  ST4000  tillerpilot,  VHF 
(base  &  handheld).  Autohelm  DS/KM,  class  B 
Epirb,  Simpson  Lawrence  windlass,  Bruce  w/200 
ft  5/1 6  chain,  stem  anchor  200  ft  5/8  rhode  w/chain 
leader,  CD,  propane  BBQ  (tank  fed).  New 
gennaker,  2  mains,  genoa,  new  yankee,  dodger, 
Airex  cockpit  cushions,  new  interior  cushions, 
new  LPU  decks  and  more.  Mex  vet.  $25,900. 
(415)  332-1760. 

ETCH  ELLS  #523.  Allspar  mast,  Ontario  hull,  faired 
by  Dave  Curtis,  new  Dyform  rigging,  good  sails, 
good  trailer.  1  st  place  '96  SFYC  Summer  Keelboat. 
Card  is  open.  $14,000  obo.  (415)  986-1088  or 
(415)  331-6070. 

SANTANA  30, 1977.  Race  ready/cruiser,  diesel, 
AP,  new  Autohelm  tridata,  new  bottom,  major  refit 
'96,  new  mast  &  rigging.  2  spinnakers,  155%, 
150%,  130%,  110%,  95%,  3  mains,  double 
headfoil,  10  winches.  Many  extras,  well  main¬ 
tained.  $18,000.  (415)  347-8971. 

NEWPORT  30  MK  III,  1982.  Meticulously  main¬ 
tained.  Ideal  liveaboard.  Microoven,  stereo,  stove/ 
oven,  h/c  shower,  BBQ,  custom  cabinets,  new 
dodger  &  bimini,  new  furling  main  &  jib,  S/T 
winches,  new  lines  lead  aft,  VHF,  DS,  RDF,  low  hr 
diesel,  cockpit  cushions  &  table,  anchors,  wind¬ 
lass,  wheel,  etc.  Must  see.  $26,900.  Contact  (510) 
655-9469. 

CATALINA  30, 1984.  Sharp,  most  comfortable, 
popular,  fun  ship  on  the  Bay.  All  the  best.  Safe, 
reliable  diesel  w/low  hrs,  safe  CGN  oven/stove, 
AP,  Loran,  Harken  furler,  selftailing  winches,  h/c 
pressurized  water,  dodger,  wheel.  $28,000  terms. 
(707)  578-5799. 


EXCALIBUR  26,  1979.  Great  condition,  new 
Nissan  8  hp,  new  electrical  and  battery  system. 
Main  and  3  jibs,  head.  A  true  nautical  treasure. 
Must  sell,  moving.  Redwood  City  berth.  $5,600 
obo.  Russ,  (415)  244-9675. 

MacGREGOR  25, 1 987.  Water  ballasted,  3  sails, 
trailer.  $3,800.  22  ft  Catalina,  3  sails.  $12,500. 
(415)  892-1369.. 

ERICSON  27.  This  boat  has  everything.  Super 
clean,  diesel,  wheel,  CD,  new  sails,  dodger,  new 
electrical,  head,  plumbing,  wood  interior,  inflat¬ 
able  plus  o/b  &  much  more.  $1 3,500  obo.  Steve. 
(707)  766-.1702  ext  101,  w  or  (415)  382-1732  h. 

MERIT  25, 1982.  Epoxy  bottom,  good  condition, 
knotmeter  w/count  down  timer,  VHF,  compass,  4 
hp  o/b.  1 50%,  1 10%,  2  mains  and  spinnaker.  Get 
ready  for  your  HDA-L  title  shot  next  season. 
$4,900.(510)525-5938. 

CATALINA  250, 1 995.  Loaded  w/factory  options. 
Largest  25  ft  water  ballasted  trailer  -  sailer.  New 
condition,  used  only  3  months.  Wheel  steering, 
large  comfortable  cockpit,  open  transom,  swim 
ladder,  lifelines.  Full  batten  main,  roller  jib,  canvas 
covers,  swing  keel,  kick  up  rudder.  Roomy  inte¬ 
rior,  sleeps  4,  enclosed  head,  Porta-Potti,  large 
settee  seats  6,  stowable  dinette/cockpit  table, 
sink,  butane  burner,  ice  chest.  New  Honda  8  hp, 
quiet,  non-oil  burning.  New  galv  tandem  axle 
trailer,  w/surge  brakes,  Tow  w/mini-van,  SUV. 
Cruise  Mexico,  Lake  Tahoe.  NW  via  hwy.  Re¬ 
duced  $21,500.  Robert,  (415)  389-8964. 


29  TO  31  FEET 


HUNTER 29.5, 1 996 (NEW).  MoOred  in  Brookings, 
Oregon.  Fast  boat,  fully  commissioned,  ready  to 
sail.  All  lines  to  cockpit.  Roller  furling  jib,  full  batten 
main,  wheel,  Yanmar  diesel.  Dodger,  lazy  jack,  3 
batteries,  battery  charger,  marine  stereo  w/4speak- 
ers,  VHF,  GPS,  1 6  mile  Raytheon  radar.  Raychart, 
Seatalk,  C-Map,  AP,  wind,  knot,  depth.  Refrig,  2 
burner  propane  stove  w/oven.  Teak  interior,  h/c 
pressure  water.  Many  other  extras.  $63,900.  Mov¬ 
ing  to  Europe,  must  sell  an  make  offer.  Contact 
(541)469-6812. 

PEARSON  303,  1984.  Great  coastal  and  Bay 
boat.  New  bottom  paint  1/96.  Furling  jib,  Yanmar 
diesel.  Well  equipped  in  good,  clean  condition. 
Berthed  in  San  Leandro.  Pay  off  the  bank— $27,500 
firm.  Steve,  (408)  953-1310,  leave  msg. 

31-FT  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  MARIAH,  1976.  Tra¬ 
ditional  cruiser/liveaboard,  cutter,  diesel,  refer, 
electronics,  extras.  All  lines  led  aft,  beautiful  teak 
trim,  bronze  hardware,  canvas,  recent  upgrades, 
a  quality  boat  in  good  condition.  $45,000.  Bob, 
(415)  592-7430. 

S2  9.2 A,  30-FT,  1979.  Aft  cockpit.  Good  builder 
reputation.  Wheel,  15  hp  Yanmar  diesel,  runs 
great.  Alcohol  stove,  h/c.  Bedhed  at  South  Beach 
Harbor,  SF.  Firm  price  of  $15,000.  Will  pay  for 
haulout  and  bottom  job.  Can  show  weekends. 
(408)  859-4424. 

CAL  2-29, 1 974.  New  rig,  fresh  paint  and  canvas, 
diesel  rebuilt  '96,  new  wiring  and  instruments. 
GPS,  good  sails  and  ground  tackle,  new  fuel  tank 
and  head,  stove  w/oven,  spinnaker,  windlass, 
refer,  new  pumps  and  winches.  $16,500.  Call 
(619)  696-6006. 
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TEAK 

WOOD 

B.  AXELROD  &  CO.  Since  1961 

First  quality.  Fine  selection. 

Surfaced  1/4",  3/8’,  1/2",  7/8",  1  7/8  •  Rough  4/4",  8/4" 

201  Florida  St.,  SF  94103 

(415)  626-4949  •  Fax  (415)  621-8982. 

TRUCK  YOUR  BOAT  THERE 

Mexico  -  The  Northwest  -  Florida 

Because  1  haul  boats  under  12,000  lbs  1  don't  need  as  large  a  rig  as  the  big  haulers. 

That  means  considerable  savings  to  you. 

Call  ISLAND  MARINE  SERVICES  (206)  .567-4574 

In  Harbor  Electric 

Installation,  Service  of  Boating  Equipment 

Batteries,  Charging  Systems,  Custom  Design 

510  236  5419  Alt.  Phone  510  684  2965 

OYSTER  PT.  REFRIGERATION  CO. 

Heating  -  Air  Conditioning  -  Refrigeration 

Specialist  (415)467-9194 

Cl 

i  CALIFORNIA  YACHT  CARE  . 

r*  Boat  washing  -  Below  deck  cleaning 

jl  Weekly  /  Monthly  maintenance  K.  1  Jl 

Ocean  safe  products 

Debby  (415)  381-3987  ~ 

_ _ Repair, 

Restoration  & 

— New  Construction 

Fred  Andersen  Boat  &  Woodworks  (510)522-2705 

ALASKA 

Sail  the  Last  Great  Wilderness. 

Bareboat  and  Skippered  Charters  on  the  Fjords  of  Alaska’s  Inside  Passage. 

Fully  equipped  Catalina  36s.  Bareboats  that  are  not  bare. 

58s  22'  North  Sailing  Charters,  P.O.  Box  32391,  Juneau,  AK  99803  •  Ph/Fax  (907)  789-7301 
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30-FT  WOODEN  SLOOP.  Professionally-built  in 
New  Zealand,  1974.  Beautiful,  low-maintenance 
strip-planked  hull  (1-1/4'  Kauri  wood)  with  heavy 
framing,  fiberglass-covered  deck  and  cabin.  Rac¬ 
ing/cruising  (Planet  Class)  design  with  modern 
rig,  aluminum  mast,  S/S  rigging,  modified  full  keel 
(nimbleyet stable),  diesel  (recently  serviced  -  new 
batteries).  Completeset of  sails  including  2  genoas, 
spinnaker,  storm  sails.  Self-steering,  3  anchors, 
Hferaft,  newbottom  paint.  $1 5,000.  (707)  629-3349, 
John. 

ISLANDER  30, 1979.  Diesel,  wheel,  h/c  pressure 
water,  shower,  main,  jib,  150%,  spinnaker,  KM, 
log,  VHS,  DS,  boarding  ladder,  bilge  pump,  man. 
&  elect.  Good  condition.  No  blisters.  $1 5,500  obo. 
(510)  523-7752. 

30-FT  BIRD  CLASS,  wood  classic  one  design. 
Active  class.  Great  daysailer.  New  teak  cockpit. 
$8,000.(415)461-1145. 

30-FT  C&C  MEGA,  1978.  ULDB,  fractional  rig 
sloop,  8  ft  beam,  ahead  of  its  time.  Extremely  fast 
w/full  headroom,  galley,  head,  '94  Honda  8  hp. 
Easy  to  sail.  Excellent  build,  quality  and  condition. 
$7,000.  (510)  235-4222. 

NEWPORT  30, 1970.  Very  clean  &  roomy,  exc 
crui se/li veaboa rd ,  sleeps  6  comfortably,  4  sails, 
Atomic  4  engine,  great  galley.  Autohelm,  stereo, 
inflatable  dinghy,  lots  of  extras.  Berkeley  Marina 
Slip.  Moving,  $7,800  obo.  (510)  548-0331. 

CATALINA  30, 1981.  Interior  cushions  were  all 
recently  replaced  and  recovered.  New:  mast  & 
rigging,  Catalina  30  mainsail,  North  sail  reefable 
jib  1 35  reef  down  tp  1 1 0.  MKII  Harken  roller  fuller, 
halyards,  winches  &  traveler.  All  lines  led  back  to 
the  cockpit.  Water  Lift  muffler.  Engine  needs  work. 
$15,000  obo.  (510)  505-0648  or  (408)  277-2275. 


32  TO  35  FEE  T 


J35C,  1990.  Clean,  turnkey  and  100%  ready  to 
go.  Roomy  aft  cabin  and  forward  v-berth  are  ideal 
for2  couples  ora  family.  Rod  rigging,  Quickvang, 
Autohelm,  100  amp  alt,  GPS,  windlass,  new 
dodger,  CD  stereo,  Maxprop,  furling,  North  sails. 
Fast,  fun  to  sail  with  lasting  quality  and  classic 
good  looks.  Reduced  to  $95,000.  (805)  988-1641 
days  or  (805)  644-1260  eves. 

DOWNEAST  32,  1979.  Clean,  well  maintained 
cruising  cutter.  Diesel,  wheel  steering,  VHF, 
depthsounder,  Balmar  alternator  &  controller, 
Autohelm  4000,  Apelco  Loran,  Heart  inverter/ 
charger,  propane  stove  &  oven,  refrigeration, 
dodger  and  covers.  Many  more  upgrades  and 
additions.  $47,500.  (805)  644-4084. 


32- FT  TOPS’L  SCHOONER,  WILHELM  H. 
STARCK.  44  ft  LOA,  Micky  Roth  Jr.  design,  built 
by  Anchor  Marine  Co.  in  1986.  This  19th  century 
wooden  workboat  has  been  maintained  to  yacht 
standards  and  is  cruise/work  ready.  The  Starck  is 
a  Master  Mariners  champion  and  fully  loaded;  10 
sails,  autopilot,  VHF,  Loran,  EPIRB  and  strong 
Volvo  diesel.  Salmon  permit  and  all  necessary  for 
commercial  trolling  (easily  removable)  also  in¬ 
cluded.  A  truly  unique  &  beautiful  vessel  that  must 
be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  $54,900,  Steven 
Phillips,  (408)  234-1412. 

32- FT  WESTSAILCUTTER,  1 976.  New  fuel  tank, 
cushions  and  covers,  AP,  NorCold  refer,  good 
sails  and  rigging.  Solid,  blister  free  bullet  proof 
cruiser.  $30,000  obo.  (805)  985-1491. 

NICHOLS  34, 1 961 . 80%  restored,  glass  over  ply, 
oak  ribs,  mahogany  cabin  &  interior,  new  deck  and 
cockpit.  Good  liveaboard.  Tahiti  vet.  Atomic  4. 
$12,000.  (415)  332-2452. 

INTERNATIONAL  llrMETRE,  1993.  33  ft  one- 
design  racer.  New  mast,  halyards  and  bottom 
paint.  Little  used  boat.  KVH  electronics  w/large 
mast  and  repeater  displays.  Great  Bay  racing  fleet 
and  local  fleet  association.  $26,000.  Peter 
Lassetter.  (415)  957-9445  w,  (415)  472-2010  h. 

3 3-  FT  CRUISER/LIVEABOARD.  In  top  shape.  If 
you  have  $20,000  to  spend  on  a  boat  you  better 
checkthis  one  out.  Located  at  Village  Marina,  H4, 
Alameda.  Jim,  (541)  858-8544. 

HALLBERG  RASSY  35,  1960.  Mahogany  on 
oak,  strong  blue  water  cruiser,  new  Volvo  engine, 
new  Schattauer  main,  much  storage,  2  Danforths 
and  rode,  AC  refrig,  Newport  cabin  heater,  90  gal 
water,  55  gal  diesel,  VHF,  DS,  great  liveaboard. 
$25,000  obo.  (415)  794-9519. 

J/33, 1990.  Thoroughly  maintained,  impressively 
clean,  low  hrs,  Ockam  instrument?,  depthfinder 
plotter,  CD  player,  12  yolt  oujiet,  main  sheeting 
finetune,  3  new  sailsTn  '96,  inventory  includes:  5 
oz,  75  oz,  1  oz,  reach  spinnaker.  $54,000.  Call 
(310)  494-3201. 

34- FT  GARDEN  KETCH.  Perkins  4  cylinder  die¬ 
sel  with  very  low  hrs.  New  galley.  Quality  cedar 
construction.  Excellent  liveaboard/cruiser. 
$14,000.  Possible  trade.  Berthed  in  Santa  Cruz. 
(800)  827-5100. 

33- FT  LE  COMTE,  1968.  Dutch  sloop  built  by  Bill 
Tripp  (designer  of  many  Hinkley’s).  Universal  die¬ 
sel,  depth/speed,  AP,  complete  sail  set.  All  in 
great  operational  condition.  Well  cursed  in  Chan¬ 
nel  Islands.  $19,900.  Shaun,  (714)  837-7392  or 
(310)617-0162. 


ALAJUELA  33-FT  CUTTER,  1 979.  Great  cruiser, 
exc  liveaboard.  Pisces  27  hp  diesel.  All  new 
canvas  and  dodger.  New  knot  and  depth.  75  gal 
water,  50  gal  fuel.  Neil  Pryde  spinnaker,  new  VHF, 
Loran,  dual  20  gal  propane  locker.  New  bottom 
paint  '96.  $46,000.  (503)  285-4811. 

WESTSAIL  32.  Factory  finished,  documented. 
Volvo  MD3B  top  end  rebuilt.  New  (’96):  LPU  mast 
&  boom,  topsides,  epoxy  bottom,  refastened  and 
recaulked  teal  decks.  Very  clean.  $38,500.  Call 
(510)  654-5382. 

33-FT  MORGAN  O/l.  Strong,  spacious  sloop  w/ 
cutaway  shoal  keel  and  protected  prop. 
Westerbeke  40  hp  &  50  gal  diesel  tank.  70  gal 
water.  SF  Pen  liveaboard  slip  w/phone.  BUC 
Book  $29,400.  Asking  $25,900.  (415)  780-9839 
or  (800)  506-8878. 

TRAVELLER  32, 1 976.  Rhodes  design  fiberglass 
double-ended  cutter.  Isuzu  diesel,  new  standing 
rigging.  Lots  done,  but  still  needs  some  refurbish¬ 
ing.  $19,500  or  partial  trade  for  26-28'  sailboat. 
(408)  454-2803  (W)  or  (408)  338-9444  (H). 

PACIFIC  SEACRAFT,  CREALOCK  34,  1991. 

Cutter,  immaculate  condition.  Equipped  with  only 
the  finest,  ready  for  extended  bluewater  cruising. 
Low  engine  hrs.  Meticulously  maintained.  Avoid 
dealer  commissions.  Replacement  value  over 
$170,000.  Serious  buyers  only.  $123,000  firm. 
Moored  in  Anacorles,  WA.  (206)  397-8787. 

CHEOY  LEE  35, 1981.  Perry  design,  exc  condi¬ 
tion,  Pathfinder  50,  GPS,  VHF,  HAM/SSB,  radar, 
AP-,  refer,  windlass,  inflatable,  dodger,  bimini,  RF, 
2  headsails,  cruising  spinnaker,  many  extras.  In 
Puerto  Vallarta.  $55,000.  (515)  270-1258.  After 
Jan,  fax  Post  Flight  at  011-52-329-70363. 

COLUMBIA  34.  Great  liveaboard,  6  ft  headroom, 
diesel,  oversized  rigging,  modified  keel,  epoxied 
bottom,  LPU  topsides,  new  interior  cushions,  Lexan 
ports,  5  sails,  spinnaker  pole,  good  ground  tackle. 
Comes  with  SF  marina  berth.  Must  sell  $26,000. 
(415)  776-2567. 


36  TO  39  FEET 


HUNTER  37, 1978.  Cutter,  club  boom,  roller  furl¬ 
ing  jib,  all  lines  run  to  cockpit.  Diesel  w/65  gal  tank, 
Loran,  VHF,  DF,  KM,  stereo,  propane  oven  and 
stove,  pressure  h/c  water,  enclosed  head  w / 
shower,  new  sail  covers,  two  45  gal  water  tanks, 
good  liveaboard/cruiser.  Double  bed  toward  in 
separate  cabin,  separate  cabin  aft  w/bed.  $35,000. 
(510)  865-7741. 


TWO  FINE  WOODIES.  Ohlson  36,  a  classic  CCA 
cruiser/racer  built  in  1964  in  Sweden.  Mahogany 
on  oak,  teak  decks,  mahogany  cabin,  spruce 
mast.  Perennial  Master  Mariner  competitor,  ’95 
Mil  winner.  Also  S&S  Weekender.  36ft  Knockabout 
sloop,  fir  on  oak,  teak  house,  Perkins  4107.  A 
thoroughbred  cruiser,  Collectible,  Master  Mariner, 
liveaboard.  Strong,  recently  refinished,  new  cush¬ 
ions,  tanks.  Down  payment  needed  for  house. 
3est  offer  over  $22,000  for  either  boat.  Call  Jim, 
(415)  388-6057. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  38  MKII  CUTTER,  1981.  Roller 
furling,  2  anchors,  Maxwell  3000  windlass,  250  ft 
3/8“  chain,  Avon  canister  liferaft,  Alpha  Marine 
AP,  DS,  radar,  GPS,  plotter,  SatNav  back-up, 
ICOM  SSB/HAM,  2  200  AH  8D  gel  cells,  2.5kw 
Genset,  100  amp  alt  w/3  step  reg,  1.8kw  Heart 
inverter/battery  charger,  EMS  energy  mon,  VMT  7 
gal/hr  watermaker,  microwave,  60  hp  Isuzu,  90 
gal  water,  135  gal  diesel,  custom  refer.  All  rich 
teak  below  decks,  Achilles  dinghy  &  Mariner  8,  full 
tropical  canvas,  new  West  System  bottom  4/96. 
Fresh  survey.  Mex  vet,  located  Puerto  Vallarta. 
Ready  for  Gold  Coast,  Cortez,  Caribbean  or 
Marquesas.  Provision  and  go.  $124,000.  Call 
(702)  463-4575. 

36- FT  SAMPSON  C-PETREL  CUTTER.  Deep 
water  cruiser.  Australia  vet.  Yanmar  diesel,  alumi¬ 
num  mast  and  boom,  SS  rigging,  propane  stove, 
Electrosan  head,  8  sails.  Downwind  pole.  Ferro 
cement  hull.  96  gal  water,  40  gal  fuel.  $30,000. 
(916)  687-8698  or  email  save4less@aol.com 

THIS  IS  THECRUISING  BOAT.. .yourwile  wants! 
Bright,  airy,  easy  clean/maintain,  oodles  stowage, 
safe,  strong,  she  can  sail  it  alone.  Great  systems 
design  means  more  sailing,  less  work.  Cumulant 
38F:  steel  round-bilge  staysail  sloop.  $127,500. 
(541)  899-9192. 

CABO  RICO  38,  1981.  Elegant  Crealock  de¬ 
signed  bluewater  cruiser,  totally  refitted  for  world 
cruising  '95.  Many  custom  upgrades.  Full  elec¬ 
tronics,  windvane,  wind  generator,  solar,  AP,  Giv¬ 
ens  liferaft,  much  more.  $1 1 5,000.  Mazatlan,  Mex. 
Fax  Silhouette,  011-52-69-16-36-14  for  full  de¬ 
tails.  \ 

CAL  39, 1 972.  Well  maintained.  Berthed  in  Berke¬ 
ley.  $36,000.  (603)  577-8105. 

3 6- FT  CHINESE  JUNK,  1989.  12  ft  beam,  teak 
hull,  cedar  cabins,  40  hp  diesel.  $25,000.  Tim, 
(707)  865-1202  between  5-9pm. 

FISHER  37,  motorsailer  ketch,  aft  cabin,  radar, 
Loran,  wind  s/d,  depth,  speed  log,  2  VHF,  CB, 
loudhailer,  Avon,  80  hp  Ford  Sabre  diesel,  120 
gal.  fuel,  120  H20.  Monterey  slip  available.  Must 
sell.  (408)  624-7210. 


NOR-CAL  COMPASS  ADJUSTING 

Magneuto™  System  Exclusively 
1.  Boat  Remains  in  Berth  2.  Eliminates  Deviation 
Your  3  best  friends  are. ..GPS,  Radar,  and  a  Compensated  Compass 

Hal  McCormack  •  Dick  Loomis  (415)  892-7177  days  or  eves. 


M&plhC  ScAAJ^Ct 4 


Dennis  Daly 
(510)  849-1766 
"Mobile  Marine  Service" 


Diving  •  Electrical  /  Installations  &  Repairs 
Hull  Maintenance  •  Rigging  •  Surveys  • 
Systems  Installations  •  Fine  Woodworking 


ATLANTIC  SAIL  TRADERS 


CATALINA  36,1995 


BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  NEW  •  USED  SAILS  —  Now  offering  top  quality  custom  made  new 
sails.  Guaranteed  lowest  prices.  New  or  used!  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Also,  Roller  Furling 
systems.  We  pay  cash  for  your  surplus  sails.  1-800-WIND-800.  Our  10th  anniversary! 
(941)  351-6023  •  Fax  (941)  957-1391  •  2062  Harvard  St.,  Sarasota,  FL  34237. 


Pristine  condition.  Universal  diesel  w/250  hrs,  equipped  w/Aulohelm  Seatalk  AP,  radar,  wind  spd/dir, 
depth  log,  Garmin  GPS,  instrument  pod,  E-meter,  inverter,  CD  stereo,  TV/VCR.  Custom  dodger, 
windlass  w/Bruce,  stern  anchor,  full  canvas,  furling,  lazy  jacks.  Loaded  inventory.  $85,000. 
(805)962-5107 


ROBERT  C.  IMBER,  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Business  Law,  Sales  Transactions,  Contracts,  Litigation 
Over  10  years  experience  sailing  6n  San  Francisco  Bay 
Basin  Three,  Clipper  Yacht  Harbor,  Sausalito,  CA 
P.  O.  Box  282015,  SF,  CA  94128  •  (415)  487-7435  •  Fax:  (415)  692-5942 


HULL  MAINTENANCE 

(510)  671-2526 

"CLEAN  BOTTOMS  ARE 


.  ^bnt 


SEWING  MACHINE  RESOURCE 

Commercial  and  industrial  •  New  and  used  machines  for 
Sails,  Canvas,  Upholstery,  Cruisers 
By  appointment  Gordon  W.  French  (510)  680-8836 


SEAL'S  SPARS  &  RIGGING 

For  27  yrs  specializing  in  quality  replacement  aluminum  masts  &  booms  for  20  ft  to  35  ft  "plastic  classics" 
We  stock  aluminum  extrusions  and  parts  that  are  available  nowhere  else. 

STEVE  SEAL  (Rigger  at  Cal  Boats  1964  -  1969) 

(510)  521-7730 


/ 
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ISLANDER  36, 1980.  Excellent  condition.  50  hp 
Pathfinder  diesel,  low  hrs,  upgraded  fuel/H20 
pumps.  Complete  refit  spring/summer  '96.  New 
bottom,  furler,  dodger/covers,  lifelines,  ports,  bat¬ 
teries,  refinished  deluxe  teak,  oak,  holly,  cane 
interior,  upgraded  upholstery.  Heart  inverter/ 
charger,  cold  plate  refer,  Autohelm  4000W,  KM, 
DS,  wind  speed/direction,  VHF,  Loran.  CD  stereo, 
TV,  VCR,  h/c  pressure  water,  shower,  CNG  stove/ 
oven.  2  jibs,  main,  cruising  genniker.  Achilles  9.5 
ft  inflatable,  Yamaha  8  hp  o/b.  Much  more.  $55,000. 
(415)372-7416. 

38-FT  FARALLONE  CUPPER.  Classic  1955 
Stephens.  Mahogany,  oak,  bronze.  New  standing 
rigging,  alternator,  holding  tank.  Rewired  engine 
and  12v  panel.  Survey  11/95.  Asking  $16,000. 
(415)  604-4563  or  (415)  728-9506. 

36- FT  HILLYARD  CENTER  COCKPIT  SLOOP, 

1 963.  Honduras  on  oak.  Doesn't  leak.  Needs  horn 
timber  and  rudder  work.  Sound  hull  and  rig,  epoxy 
deck.  Lister  diesel.  Good  sails.  Hull,  standing 
rigging  and  sails.  $3,500  or  trade  for  ?  Call  Tom 
(707)  937-0625,  eves. 

WYLIE  38, 1986,  HIGH  STRUNG.  A  proven  race 
winner.  1st  '95/’96  Jack  Frost,  2nd  '96  Lightship, 
3rd  '96  Big  Daddy,  1st  '96  jHDA  G.  She  has 
beautiful  lines  &  sails  to  her  PHRF  rating  of  63. 
New  elliptical  rudder,  fresh  bottom,  B&G's  with 
GPS  interface,  VHF,  stereo,  all  the  safety  gear. 
New  holding  tank.  9  bags  of  sails.  It’s  your  turn  to 
surf  down  waves  at  20+  knots  for  only  $81 ,500. 
Evenings  (510)  793-2490. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  38  MKII,  1979.  Just  back 
Mexico/Hawaii,  ready  to  go  again.  New  rigging 
'95.  Windvane,  autopilot,  solar,  Glacier  Bay  refer, 
new  main,  GPS,  radar,  HAM  radio,  CCC  hard 
dodger,  hard  dinghy,  genniker.  No  brokers. 
$89,000.  (415)  802-4538. 

HERRESHOFF  CAT  KETCH  38, 1983.  In  Sea  of 

Cortez.  Wonderful  shorthanded  long  distance 
cruising.  Very  complete,  very  good  condition.  2 
double  berth  cabins,  2  heads,  comfortable  main 
cabin.  Strong  Airex  foam  core  hull,  carbon  fiber 
masts.  Must  sell,  make  offer.  $59,500.  Contact 
(602)  951-3205. 

CREALOCK  37, 1983.  Excellent  condition.  GPS, 
radar,  solar  panels,  watermaker,  refrig,  VHF,  HAM 
w/SGC  tuner.  Kenyon  furling  main,  Harken  head- 
sail,  cutter  rig.  $119,000.  (707)  443-5754. 

TAYANA  37,  PILOTHOUSE,  1993.  Baja  vet.  All  l 
electronics  and  cruising  necessities  in  place.  List 
is  extensive.  Rare  opportunity  for  a  world  class 
cruiser.  $165,000  firm.  No  brokers  please.  Seri¬ 
ous  inquiries  only.  Oakland,  CA.  (510)  914-8326. 


36- FT  GAFF  RIGGED  KETCH.  Used  as  livea- 
board.  4  cyl  Perkins  diesel,  VHF,  Gimble  stove/ 
oven,  refrig,  head.  All  in  good  condition.  Northern 
California  marina.  Must  sell.  $15,000  obo.  Benny, 
(916)  663-2915. 

ISLANDER  FREEPORT  36,  1978.  Popular  B- 
Plan  with  Pullman  berth,  perfect  liveaboard.  Fold 
down  transom  ladder,  large  comfortable  cockpit, 
bright  beautiful  teak  interior  with  excellent  storage 
and  over  6'  standing  headroom.  Equip  includes: 
Perkins  4-1 08  diesel,  Furuno  radar,  Harken  roller 
furling,  easily  rigged  with  2nd,forestay  for  cutter 
rig,  extra  sails,  self-tailing  winches,  autopilot,  Lo¬ 
ran,  VHF,  full  custom  refer  with  large  separate 
freezer  with  both  1 10V  and  engine  compressor, 
gimballed  propane  stove/oven,  H/C  pressure  water 
to  galley/head/shower,  stereo,  full  dodger  with 
removable  sun  cover,  inflatable  with  o/b.  Many 
recent  upgrades  including  depthsounder,  alterna¬ 
tor,  batteries,  electric  windlass  motor,  too  much  to 
list.  Ready  foryou  to  move  aboard  today!  $64,000. 
Day  (510)  437-3548,  eve  (510)  523-5741. 

CAPE  DORY  36, 1987/88.  Lovely  bluewater  cut¬ 
ter.  Running  rigging,  North  genniker,  Raytheon 
RL-9  radar,  windlass:  all  1995.  UK  sails,  Perkins 
4-108  (only  320  hours),  Datamarine  depth,  KL, 
windspeed/direction.  Bronze  winches.  Lovely  in¬ 
terior.  A  rare  find.  $105,000.  (510)  521-9008. 

TAYANA  37KETCH.  Renown  edbluewaterbeauty 
designed  by  Robert  Perry.  Fully  loaded,  equipped, 
ready  for  extended  cruising.  Spacious  liveaboard. 
Lying  in  San  Carlos,  Mexico.  Save  time  &  money, 
start  your  cruise  now  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  $67,000 
offers.  (319)  266-8079. 

38-FT  DOUBLE-ENDED  CRUISING  KETCH, 

1939.  Commercially  documented.  Full  keel  w / 
8,000  lb  ballast.  Heavy  duty,  sails  well  and 
seakindly.  Four  9.5  oz  Sutter  sails  at  680 sq.  Doug 
fir  1-1/4,  2-1/2*x6‘  frames.  Detroit  1-71  diesel 
rebuilt.  Winches,  windlass,  goodies,  extra  SS  & 
bronze  rigging,  etc.  A  sweetie  needing  TLC.  On 
land  and  dry,  she  is  very  restorable  with  many 
cruising  miles  left.  Major  project!  Requires  skill 
and  commitment.  Serious  only  please.  $10,000. 
(510)  680-8836. 


40  TO  50  FEET 


CAL  40, 1966.  Legendary  Bill  Lapworth  design. 
Full  batten  main  w/lazy  jacks,  new  Furlex  roller 
furling,  lots  of  sails  including  symmetric  &  asym¬ 
metric  spinnakers,  AP,  radar,  refer,  propane,  La- 
Vac  head,  teak  &  holly  sole,  Avon.  $49,000.  Ron, 
(805)  485-8830. 


41 -FT  GULFSTAR  SLOOP.  All  new  9/96.  Center 
cockpit,  aft  cabin,  2  heads.  Loaded,  cruise  ready. 
$60,000.  Lying  San  Diego.  (619)  701-6392  after 
7pm. 

40-  FT  MOTGRSAILER.  Large  blue  water  livea¬ 
board,  custom  interior  in  super  condition,  only  two 
on  West  Coast.  A/P  radar,  fish  finder,  depth,  GPS, 
Loran,  SatNav,  watermaker,  2  units,  central  heat/ 
air,  generator,  VHF,  stereo,  TV,  micro,  safety 
gear,  stand-up  shower,  heated  cabin,  1,000  mile 
range  under  power,  200  gal.  water,  200  gal.  fuel, 
tile  galley,  bath,  teak  interior,  nqw  bottom  paint,  no 
blisters,  new  sail,  1 4’  beam,  2  refrigerators,  sleeps 
6.  Compare  at  $100,000.  Must  sell  only  $72,500. 
(916)  635-7447. 

WESTSAIL  43.  Legendary  world  cruiser  ready  to 
go.  Tall  rig  cutter.  Complete  refit  and  epoxy  bot¬ 
tom  in  '93.  Certifications  on  liferaft  etc.  brought  up 
to  date  in  '96.  Surveyed  9/96.  8  sails,  Profuri, 
dodger,  biminl,  new  cushions,  2  GPS  systems, 
radar,  SSB.  HAM,  VHF,  EPIRB,  Monitorwindvane, 
new  Autohelm  6000,  liferaft,  Avon  w/outboard, 
stove,  diesel  heater,  new  hot  water  heater,  refer, 
freezer,  3  gel  batteries,  solar  panels,  Perkins  4- 
236.  250  gal  diesel,  300  gal  water.  $150,000. 
Located  in  Seattle.  (510)  820-3772. 

46-FT  S.TEEL  KETCH.  Colin  Archer  center  cock¬ 
pit  design  by  Rajo  Sailer.  Built  in  Holland  1982. 
Documented  &  admeasured.  Beautifully  crafted 
mahogany  interior.  Large  galley  and  master  state¬ 
room.  Equipped  for  world  cruising.  Great  condi¬ 
tion.  $95,000.  (916)  275-0879. 

41 - FT  FORMOSA  KETCH.  Classic  Garden  de¬ 
sign.  Completely  cruise  equipped.  Full  electron¬ 
ics,  GPS,  SSB,  radar,  etc.  Dinghy  on  davits,  much 
more.  Turnkey  boat.  Located  La  Paz,  Mex. 
$65,000.  Fax:  Cherokee.  011-52-112-55-900. 

41 -FT  MORGAN  OUT  ISLAND,  1 974.  Fully  loaded 
for  cruising.  Available  in  Florida  6/97.  We're  SF 
Bay  sailors  finishing  a  3  year  cruise.  Now  it's  your 
turn  to  cruise  the  Bahamas,  Caribbean,  Inter¬ 
coastal  Waterway  w/out  months  of  prepping  and 
sailing  through  the  Panama  Canal.  Call  for  spec 
sheet  and  info  on  free  Bahama  test  sail/cruise.  No 
agents.  $65,000.  (408)  249-0289. 

KETTENBURG  43,  1964.  New  paint  on  mast, 
topside,  deck,  interior  and  bottom.  New  varnish, 
new  floor  inside.  Everything  done  in  '96.  Beautiful 
and  sound.  $52,000.  Vincent.  (310)  392-9571 
days,  (310)  399-2530  eve. 


48- FT  ABEKING  &  RASMUSSEN,  yawl  built  in 
1 950.  Everything  replaced  or  refinished  in  past  6 
yrs.  Oak  frames,  larch  planking,  teak  deck,  ma¬ 
hogany  interior.  Beautiful  lines  with  elegant  inte¬ 
rior.  Yacht  is  in  very  good  condition.  $75,000  obo. 
Call  for  details.  (805)  642-7419. 

BABY  BOOMERS  SEIZE  THE  MOMENT!  Great 
opportunity,  ideal  age  &  time  to  trade  your  home 
or  purchase  our  47  ft  strip  planked  gaff  rigged 
topsail  schooner,  spacious  liveaboard,  proven 
bluewater  cruiser  and  sail  away.  (805)  773425 1 , 
leave  address  for  detailed  info. 

YANKEE  CLIPPER  41.  48  ft  LOA  Garden  de¬ 
signed  ketch.  Sails  great,  new  main,  Loran,  set  up 
for  HAM/SSB.  $56,500  but  will  reduce  if  you  want 
to  do  some  cosmetic  work  yourself.  Illness  forces 
sale,  will  consider  owner  finance  w/good  down 
payment.  (415)  269-7245. 

POLARIS  43  MKII,  1983.  Perry  bluewater  cutter 
recently  returned  delightful  cruise  New  Zealand, 
ready  to  go  again.  Complete  with  watermaker, 
AP,  windvane,  Espar  heater,  liferaft,  loads  more. 
Rigging,  lifelines,  Railmakers  arch,  Suttersails,  all 
new  '93.  $149,000.  (360)  437-8212. 

CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN  KETCH,  1977.  Spa¬ 
cious  liveaboard  cruiser  with  burnished  wood  inte¬ 
rior,  2  staterooms,  2  heads,  3  showers  and  lots  of 
storage.  Heart  interface  inverter,  200  hr  battery 
bank.  Large  center  cockpit,  new  canvas.  Lovingly 
cared  for.  $65,000.  (415)  899-9807. 

ISLAND  TRADER  43,  ketch.  Equipped  for  cruis¬ 
ing,  documented.  Located  in  Baja.  Designed  by 
Garden.  Great  liveaboard,  teak  interior/decks, 
roller  furling,  electric  windlass,  liferaft,  windvane, 
VHF,  Loran,  stereo/CD,  h/c  pressure,  many  ex¬ 
tras.  $55,000  obo.  G.  Cole,  (619)  788-0511,  fax 
(619)738-7105. 

CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN  40  KETCH,  1974. 

New  canvas,  rebuilt  Perkins  diesel,  new  cushions, 
full  canvas  on  center  cockpit.  A  quality  vessel,  well 
kept.  $79,000.  Message  (415)  479-7128. 

40-FT  P  ANDA  PH,  1 984.  Raised  saloon,  T a'Shing 
built,  full  cruise  ready.  Immaculate  interior  and 
exterior,  upgraded  mast,  rigging,  sails  1994.  Full 
engine  access,  extensive  storage.  Just  returned 
from  circumnavigation.  $187,000.  Info  and  bro¬ 
chure  (619)  683-9440. 

HUNTER  430/MOORINGS  433, 1991.  Aft  cock¬ 
pit,  2  1/2  cabin,  hot  showers;  mechanical  frig/ 
freezer,  50  hp  Yanmar  diesel,  power  windlass, 
150  ft  chain,  2  anchors,  roller  furling  jib,  stereo, 
bimini.  $125,000  will  consider  trade-in.  Contact 
(415)  854-6687. 


YACHT  DELIVERY 

—  Power  &  Sail  — 

Experienced  •  Licensed  •  References 

Bill  Carber  •  415-332-7609 

LaSALLE  CLOCK  &  WEATHER  CO. 

Fine  Clocks  &  Weather  instruments 

Large  selection  Ship's  Clocks  &  Barometers,  Chelsea,  Seth  Thomas,  H.  Miller,  many  others. 
Impressive  collection  of  collectors'  Chelseas.  Clock  &  Watch  Repair. 

Mon:  10-3,  Tue-Sat:  10-5:30,  Free  Parking.  3344  Lakeshore,  Oakland  •  510-834-3344 

WORLDWIDE  DIESEL  POWER 

Volvo  &  Perkins  engines  10  to  85  hp 

Rebuilt,  guaranteed,  ready  to  ship.  Our  rebuilt  parts  and  engines  represent  great  value. 

Cash  paid  for  your  dead  iron  —  basket  cases  welcome, 
phone:  (707)  987-3971  •  fax:  (707)  987-9785 

STEVE'S  MARINE 

Small  Craft  Repair 

Custom  Woodwork  El  Toros  and  Parts  Rea* 

Interior/Design  Gate  3  Road  •  Sausalito  •  (415)  332-2500  ^ 

August  Enterprises  510.794.8813  or  800.794.8813 

Marine  Surveying 

Power  or  Sail,  Wood,  Fiberglass,  Aluminum,  and  Steel. 

Thorough,  meticulous  inspections,  comprehensive  detailed  reports. 

Members  of  tire  US  Surveyors  Association. 

MARINE  REFRIGERATION 

Lowest  rates  -  E.P.A.  certified 

Service  -  Conversions  -  Design 

Over  twenty  years  experience  -  Local  references 
(510)  532-7584  (51 0)  639-9525  Pager 

LAND  &  SEA  ADVENTURES  IN  COSTA  RICA 

BrOspr  Sailing  vacations  that  will  leave  you  wide-eyed  with  wonder. 

y  Explore  the  marine  sanctuaries,  tropical  rainforests  and  exotic  islands  of  ; 

Costa  Rica,  sailing  on  a  beautiful  53’  cutter.  7-1 0  day  excursions. 

Single  Berths  or  Groups.  Call  Worldwide  Sailing  Adventures,  Ltd.  at  (206)  328-7758. 

f :zz~a 

UN  EAST  BAY  SAIL  CLEANING 

4-Jf  (510)  523-9011 
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CAL  40,  HAN  A .  Now  offered  for  sale  after  exten¬ 
sive  18  month  restoration.  20  hrs  on  rebuilt  Per¬ 
kins  diesel.  Must  see.  Asking  $55,000.  Contact 
(415)  332-1160. 

CT  49,  1987.  Performance  cruising  cutter.  All 
furling  sails.  Easily  handled  and  fast.  Custom 
pilothouse  with  inside  steering.  Very  comfortable 
in  cold  weather.  Perkins  4-154  62  hp,  max  prop, 
holding  plate  refer,  reverse  cycle  air  conditioning, 
5  kw  generator  w/1 50  amp  DC  alternator,  inverter 
w/dedicated  deep  cycle  batteries,  complete  sail¬ 
ing  instruments,  Apelco  radar,  Autohelm  AP,  and 
on  and  on.  Beautiful  teak  decks,  full  spinnaker 
gear.  Engine  has  only  483  hrs,  generator  has  1 50 
hrs.  This  boat  has  light  use  and  was  fully  set  up  to 
go  cruising  but  our  plans  have  changed.  Bottom 
job  8/96.  Very  realistically  priced  at  $1 85,000.  Bill, 
(510)  745-6105  or  Gary,  (510)  865-2511. 

42-FT  ALDEN  MOTORSAILER,  1 935.  Sound  but 
needs  work.  Refastened  1 988.  Rebuilt  Caterpillar 
D320. 1 ,200  mile  range.  Heritage  propane  stove, 
Adler  Barbour  refer.  Salty,  comfortable,  capable 
boat  for  Northwest,  Mexico,  liveaboard,  etc. 
Panama  Canal  veteran.  $27,500.  (41 5)  364-9826. 

ISLANDER  FREEPORT  41, 1979-1980.  Center 
cockpit  ketch,  2  cabins,  2  heads  with  showers, 
roomy  cruiser/liveaboard,  6  cyl  Chrysler  Nissan, 
Genset,  24  mile  radar,  Autohelm,  GPS,  etc.  TV/ 
VCR,  6-passenger  Avon,  davits,  10  hp  Honda, 
enclosure,  furling  jib,  new  carpet  &  upholstery, 
fresh  bottom.  $84,500.  (415)  332-2566. 

HARDIN  44  KETCH,  1978.  New  varnished 
brightwork  and  dodger.  Center  cockpit,  full  keel, 
liveaboard/cruise  ready.  Cruised  Mexico  exten¬ 
sively.  Couples/family  boat.  Spacious  open  salon, 
galley,  dining  area.  Aft  cabin,  queen  bed,  stern 
windows,  private  head  w/tub  and  shower.  6’6’ 
headroom,  large  windshield,  side  windows,  light 
airy  feeling  vs  submarine  sensation.  Extensive 
storage.  Teak  decks/interior.  LaFiell  aluminum 
masts.  Salon  wood stove.  Recently  installed:  PUR 
watermaker,  Furuno  radar,  Trimble  GPS  (inter¬ 
faced),  Robertson  AP,  SSB/tuner,  loudhailer/fog 
horn,  Pioneerstereo,  CD/deck,  speakers  above  & 
below,  406  Mhz  EPIRB,  Simpson-Lawrence  wind¬ 
lass.  Controls:  bow,  helm,  chainlocker.  400'  chain, 
200'  rope.  Danforth  &  CQR  anchors,  Ample  elect 
system.  Newmar  panel,  Brooks-gatehouse  in¬ 
struments,  Alden  weather  fax.  4-8D  gel  batteries, 
Heart  inverter,  Profurl  self-furling,  8  man  liferaft, 
twin  Raycorfilters.  $1 1 5,000.  (408)  395-3054,  call 
8- 10pm. 

ISLANDER  FREEPORT  41.  Immaculate  condi¬ 
tion.  Excellent  liveaboard.  Full  Famet  furling. 
Loaded  including  diesel  forced  air  heater  &  gen¬ 
erator.  Has  spent  last  1 8  yrs  in  fresh  water.  Asking 
$79,500.  Serious  buyers  only.  (510)  339-1567. 


LAPWORTH  50,  1962.  Elegant,  powerful,  very 
well  maintained  fin/spade  wood  sloop.  TransPac 
vet.  New:  spar,  sails,  rigging,  Harken  furler,  gas 
systems,  stove.  Liferaft,  Alpha  pilot,  Adler-Barbour, 
electronics.  Fresh  paint,  varnish.  Extensive  gear. 
Cruise  ready.  Estate  sale.  $89,500.  Phone  (510) 
521-1667  or  (510)  521-2458. 

46- FT  LAURENT  GILES  CUTTER.  Strong  Airex 
fiberglass,  Orient  built  in  1 976.  New  rode,  2 1 2  volt 
reefers,  GPS,  new  880  amp  batteries,  inverter, 
Norseman  fittings,  teak  decks,  midcockpit,  hard 
dodger,  sleeps  4.  Needs  work.  $80,000.  Call  pm. 
(310)  396-1930. 

40- FT  CHINESE  JUNK  FOR  SALVAGE.  Must 
sell.  See  at  Brisbane  Marina.  Best  offer.  Contact 
(415)  588-5520. 

40-FT  CUSTOM  SLOOP,  1979.  Good  solid  fiber¬ 
glass  hull.  Volvo  Penta  low  hrs,  5  sails,  roller 
furling,  GPS,  radar,  CARD,  VHF,  knotmeter,  wind 
indicator,  Zodiac  dinghy,  CQR  anchor,  bottom 
painted  1 0/96,  reversable  feathering  prop,  recent 
survey.  $54,995  obo/trade.  (619)  384-4479. 

CAL  40.  A  strong  clean  Cal  never  raced,  always 
freshwater  moored.  30  hp  Yanmar  less  than  500 
hrs,  new  headsails,  new  standing  rigging.  Roller 
furler.  Below  decks  the  star  is  the  custom  gallby- 
dinette,  which  creates  a  spacious,  warm  and 
comfortable  salon  for  relaxing  or  entertaining.  A 
must  see.  The  salon  layout,  together  with  Cal's 
impressive  sailing  reputation  combine  to  make 
this  Cal  a  great  cruiser/liveaboard.  Offered  below 
market  for  quick  sale.  First  $43,000.  Don’t  let  this 
one  get  away.  (206)  545-3642. 

MORGAN  44, 1990.  Center  cockpit  sloop.  Only 
310  hrs  on  44  hp  Yanmar  diesel.  Dodger,  bimini, 
radar,  Loran,  AP,  Harken  furling,  radio,  refer, 
electric  windlas?,  CD  music,  10Q  gal  fuel.  This 
boat  is  in  absolutely  mint  condition.  $159,000. 
(408)  867-4511. 

CATALINA  42, 1994.  3  cabin  model,  dark  blue 
topsides.  Great  Mexico  &  coastal  boat.  Radar, 
cruising  chute  w/sock,  Autohelm  7000  AP,  GP$, 
feathering  prop,  cell  phone.  Exc  condition,  & 
equipment.  $140,000.  Call  for  pictures  and  equip¬ 
ment  list.  John,  (916)  791-4318. 

CASCADE  42.  Heavy  fiberglass  cruiser,  diesel,  2 
staterooms,  beautiful  interior,  tile  galley/bar, 
freezer,  LPG  stove/paloma,  shower,  power  wind¬ 
lass,  solar  panels,  AP,  radar,  240  fuel,  1 50  water, 
9  winches,  good  sails,  dodger,  bimini  enclosure. 
$57,000  or  will  trade  down.  (408)  295-6683. 


51  FEET  &  OVER 


65-FT  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS,  legendary 
yacht  Orient .  Built  of  solid  teak  in  1 938,  she  is  fast 
and  powerful  yet  luxurious.  A  real  beauty,  Orient 
is  one  of  S&S’s  best  designs.  Your  chance  to  own 
a  true  classic.  $195,000.  (619)  225-9402. 

IRWIN  54, 1990.  Performance  sloop.  All  furling 
sails,  brand  new  UK  top  of  line  tape  drive.  1 40  hp 
Yanmar  with  max  prop.  Custom  hydraulic  vang 
and  backstay.  Huge  interior  w/3  private  state¬ 
rooms  and  2  heads.  All  new  varnish  inside  &  out. 
Corian  countertops.  Inverter  with  separate  gel  cell 
battery  bank,  reverse  cycle  air  conditioning,  8  kw 
generator,  bow  thruster,  electric  winches, 
Autohelm  instruments  &  7000  AP,  Vigil  32  mile 
color  radar  with  repeater  in  custom  teak  cabinet  in 
cockpit.  Full  cockpit  enclosure,  custom  heavy 
duty  SS  davits,  full  spinnaker  gear  only  used 
twice.  GPS  with  Garmin  plotter.  This  boat  went 
through  refit  in  early  '96  w/new  batteries,  sails, 
canvas,  varnish.  Electric  swim  platform.  This  boat 
is  in  yacht  condition  and  show  perfect.  Very  real¬ 
istic  price  at  $360,000.  Bill,  (510)  745-6105  or 
Gary,  (510)865-2511. 

CT  54.  This  classic  is  ready  for  ocean  cruising  or 
liveaboard.  Well  cared  for  with  all  electronics 
needed  to  sail  anywhere.  Beautifully  appointed 
and  well  equipped  to  cruise.  Berthed  at 
Schoonmaker  Marina,  Sausalito.  $169,000.  No 
brokers.  (503)  784-2314. 

58-FT  EDSON  SCHOCK  CLASSIC  CUTTER. 

Originally  built  1935  Long  Beach.  Extensively 
restored  to  new  in  '91 .  World  wide,  only  one.  She's 
beautiful,  fast,  strong  and  rich  in  history.  Her 
sleek,  eye  catching  lings  made  her  a  successful 
race  and  boatshow  winner.  Full  electronics  and 
nav  equipped.  Her  13  ft  beam,  7'  6"  draft,  20  tons 
make  her  a  Seaworthy  world  cruiser.  Charter/ 
liveaboard  ready.  Rich  mahogany  interior  & 
brightwork.  Sleeps  7+  in  her  3  private  double 
berths.  2  heads  w/showers,  large  galley,  all  ex¬ 
tras.  Meticulously  maintained.  In  Alameda,  by 
owner.  $210,000.  (510)284-1537. 


/ 


CLASSICS 


33- FT  CUTTER,  STORNOWAY ,  1926.  Tradi¬ 
tional  double  end  vessel,  designed  bv  Albert 
Strange.  Stornoway  was  hauled,  redecked  in  9/ 
95.  The  interior  is  traditional,  very  warm  and  dry. 
She  is  a  wonderful  liveaboard.  Stornoway  was 
extensively  cruised  by  Al  &  Marjorie  Peterson.  Ai 
was  awarded  the  Bluewater  Cruising  Club  of 
America  Medal  in  1 952  for  his  solo-circumnaviga¬ 
tion.  Al  &  Marjorie  continued  to  live  and  cruise 
aboard  for  28  yrs  and  chronicled  their  trips  in 
Stornoway  East  &  West  and  most  recently,  Red 
Sky  At  Night .  Due  to  circumstances  I  am  forced  to 
sell  Stornoway  .  $8,000  obo.  Sausalito  berth. 
Rich,  (415)  331-7954  or  (415)  289-1354. 


MULTIHULLS 


42-FT  PIVER  TRIMARAN.  26-ft  beam,  ketch  rig, 
located  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  Warm  waters  and 
beautiful  cruising.  San  Carlos,  Sonora,  Mexico. 
$42,000.  (520)  886-6832. 

MARPLES  C.C.  TRIMARAN.  Foldable  on  trailer, 
26x18,  fast,  cabin  for  2,  solid  sailer  in  25+  knots, 
beachable  w/skid  plate.  Nissan  8,  aluminum  mast, 
System  3,  extras.  $14,500.  Jerry,  (702)  532-8031 
or  (702)  532-8526. 

24- FT  CUSTOM  CATAMARAN.  Mahogany  top- 
sides,  fiberglass  bottoms,  underwater  windows. 
3,000  lb  displacement,  water  ballast,  self-righting, 
roller  reefing,  8  hp  Honda.  Rugged,  fast,  dry, 
trailerable  singlehanded  cruiser.  Cost  $52,000, 
asking  $24,000.  Partnership  or  trade  possible. 
(415)  859-3861. 

CORSAIR  F24  MKI,  Transformer.  2  suits  of  sails, 
Doyle  main  8  genoa  for  cruising  &  ShoreTechnora 
main,  genoa  &  screecher  with  2  spinnakers,  one 
for  reaching  and  one  for  running.  Fully  instru¬ 
mented  with  Autohelm,  wind,  tri-data,  VMG  and 
steering  compass.  Marine  head,  VHF,  Origostove, 
AP,  and  much  more.  This  is  a  proven  racer  & 
comfortable  cruiser.  Exc  condition.  Ready  to  sail, 
with  trailer.  $36,500.  Wayne,  (206)  546-5430. 

MULTIHULL  WANTED.  Brown  Searunner  31 -A 
frame.  Prefer  boat  with  mini  keel  and  cutter  rig. 
Will  consider  all  prospects  or  projects.  $  1 0,000  or 
less.  Hugh.  (916)  477-7036w,  (916)  477-7669 h. 

46- FT  WHARRAM  CATAMARAN.  Chinese  junk 
sails,  Yanmardiesel,  3anchors,  VHF,  solar,  Honda 
generator,  Autohelm  3000,  Ritchie  compass,  etc. 
$25,000.(206)  567-4574. 


CHARTER  A  CATAMARAN  IN  TORTOLA,  BVI 

Charier  direct  from  owner  and  SAVE!!  New,  spacious,  well  equipped,  43'  Norsman. 

4  cabins,  each  with  private  head,  large  salon  with  galley  up, 
or  mononull  of  your  choice,  from  one  of  the  world's  best  and  largest  Charier  Companies. 

Gail  (800)  926-5600  for  owner  direct  savings. 

MARINE  ENGINE  CO. 

Complete  Engine  Sen/ices  •  Gas  &  Diesel 

30  Years  Experience  •  Reasonable  Rates 

Tune-Ups  •  Oil  Changes  •  Engine  Rebuilding,  etc. 

(415)  332-0455 

we  OCEANIC  ENGINE  SERVICES 

Perkins,  Yanmar  and  Atomic  4  specialists  TjP 

247  Ga,e  5  Rd-, Sausalito,  CA.  94965 

(415)  332-5233  W_. 

Recycle  -  Southern  Marins  only  Evinrude  /  Johnson  OMC  authorized  service  Service 

"TURBO"  SANTA  CRUZ  70  ,DONNYBROOK 

For  sale.  As  is,  where  is.  With  all  equipment  including"!  1  bags  of  sails  &  all  electronics. 
Donnybrook  sustained  damage  aft  during  Antigua  Race  Week.  Call  for  details: 

Marine  Accidenhfleconstruction  Co.,  Attn:  Bob  Wendling 

Phone  (904)  328-6300  Fax  (954)  942-5672 

CHARTER  THE  STEALTH  CHICKEN 

Race  the  luxurious  Perry  56  to  Puertq,Vallarta,  Cabo  or  Transpac. 

Experienced  sailors  only.  Fully  equipped  for  Category  1  races  with  an  excellent  sail  inventory. 
Andercraft  Products,  Inc. 

Phone:  (909)  948-0042  ext.  21  -  Fax:  (909)  948-9495 

LICENSED  "MASTER"  DELIVERY  CAPTAIN 

Sailing  &  towing  endorsements.  Over  20  years  experience. 

East  &  West  Coast  &  Caribbean.  Delivery  from  Hawaii  or  wherever. 

Professional,  reliable,  with  or  without  my  own  crew. 

(310)  822-2226. 

+  TIME  TO  GO  CRUISNG? 

rOSTAlAllllEX.  Worldwide  mail  forwarding,  message  service  and  bill  paying! 

Shelter  Island  We  can  handle  all  your  needs  so  you  can  enjoy  your  cruise! 

Owned  and  operated  by  cruisers  for  cruisers.  Call  or  fax  for  free  brochure.  /y‘\i 

2907  Shelter  Island  Dr.,  San  Diego,  CA  92106  •  619-222-1664  •  Fax:619-222-1797 

HARRIET'S  L 

Scan  Francisco 

8427^ 

/ 
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3200  GEMINI  CATAMARAN,  1 993.  Yanmar  die¬ 
sel  o/b,  diesel  healer,  2000  watt  inverter,  propane 
5  cu  ft  refrig,  3  double  berths,  5'18‘  draft,  center- 
boards.  Offshore  experienced.  $94,000.  584  N 
Tomahawk  Dr,  Portland,  OR  97217.  Call  Dwight, 
(503)  285-4186. 

40-FT  PIVER  TRIMARAN,  22  ft  beam,  ketch  rig. 
Needs  interior.  Lots  of  potential.  $20,000.  Pos¬ 
sible  Delta  berth,  $40  per  month.  Contact  Tom, 
(916)  777-5679  or  (916)  649-1893. 

HOBIE 16  &  17  SPORT.  Both  brand  hew,  never 
sailed,  with  warranty.  Both  boats  were  dealers 
showroom  boats,  sails  never  raised.  $5,250  & 
$6,800  obo  ($6,395  &  $7,895  list).  Galvanized 
trailer  (new)  $700.  One  left  of  each.  Looking  for 
small  boats  for  summer  youth  sailing  program. 
Eureka,  (707)  444-3048. 

GEMINI  3200  (SPECIAL)  1991.  World  class  cruis¬ 
ing  catamaran.  Generously  equipped  and  im¬ 
proved  for  serious  long  distance  sailing,  3  naviga¬ 
tional  systems,  3  communication  systems,  new 
radar,  watermaker,  powerful  solar  system  &  much 
more.  Over  $160,000  invested.  Will  sacrifice  at 
$88,000.(619)966-0465. 


POWER  &  HOUSEBOATS 


40-FT  POWERBOAT.  Great  liveaboard,  has  ev¬ 
erything,  lots  of  room,  wood  burning  stove,  671 
Gray  Marine  engine,  runs  great.  Move  on  now. 
$25,000  obo.  (415)  366-9260. 

UNFINISHED  40-FT  STEEL  SALMON  BOAT. 

$9,000  or  trade  for  26  ft  2  screw  Zodiac  or  26  ft 
sailboat.  Leave  msg,  (415)  333-3770. 

GLASTRON  VAGABOND  CAMPER  22, 1975. 1/ 

0,  rebuilt  302  w/50  hrs.  Fresh  water  cooled  (Eaton 
heat  exchanger),  fresh  paint.  Ski/fish.  Nice  tan¬ 
dem  axle  trailer.  New  owner  needed.  Must  see. 
Storedat  Docktown  Marina-Redwood  City.  $4,500. 
(415)368-8112. 

42-FT  STEPHENS  TRI-CABIN,  1951.  2  state¬ 
rooms,  2  heads,  shower,  galley,  salon,  back  deck, 
twin  318's  2 1/2-1.  Mahogany  on  oak,  brass  fas¬ 
tened,  exc  liveaboard,  needs  some  work,  good 
bottom.  $12,000.  Mike,  (510)  684-3458. 

RAY  HUNT  BERTRAMS.  25  ft  twin  V8,  V-drives 
FBSF,  major  refit  in  ’96. 20  ft  Baron,  rare,  only  one 
on  West  Coast,  large  foredeck,  cockpit  speed 
boat  w/8  ft  beam,  galv  tandem  trailer.  The  25  ft  is" 
a  70,  the  Baron  is  a  '69.  The  Baron  was  stolen 
from  us  in  '92  &  just  returned  9/96.  $35,000  and 
$10,000.  (415)  435-7727,  Iv  phone  number. 


PARTNERSHIPS 


YANKEE  CLIPPER  41 . 48  ft  LOA  Garden  ketch. 
Great  sailer  in  good  condition.  $5,000  down  for  1/ 
,4  share  or  $15,000  cash.  (415)  269-7245. 

SEEKING  ONE  OR  TWO  PARTNERS  for  1 990  J / 

35,  Jarten.  Proven  race  winner.  Great  for  cruising. 
Equity  (approx  $2,500)  or  non-equity,  negotiable. 
$285-$400  month.  Bob,  (415)  461-6728. 


TRADE 


DIRTY  WORK  DONE  FOR  FREE.  I  will  do  your 
sailboat’s  top  &  bottom  cleaning,  painting, 
brightwork,  zinc  replacement,  etc.... in  return  for 
the  ability  to  go  sailing  twice  a  month  in  SF  Bay. 
Contact  Dave,  (510)  505-9249  or  email 
bap@csuhayward.edu 

GEMINI  3200  (SPECIAL)  1991  world  class  cruis¬ 
ing  catamaran.  Generously  equipped  and  im¬ 
proved  for  serious  long  distance  sailing,  3  naviga¬ 
tional  systems,  3  communications  systems,  new 
,  radar,  watermaker,  powerful  solarsystem  &  much 
more.  Over  $160,000  invested.  Will  trade  for  in¬ 
come  property,  house  or  condo.  (619)  966-0465. 


WANTED 


34- FT  OR  SMALLER  WORLD  CRUISER.  Fully 
equipped  for  several  passage  makings  and  ex¬ 
tended  cruising  approx  3  yrs  or  more  w/out  haul-  1 
ing  out.  Will  give  good  home.  Cash  buyer.  Prefer 
cutter  rig.  Phone  or  fax  inventory  list  to  Dan.  (520) 
763-2453. 

USED  BOAT  TRAILER  for  23  ft  swing  keel  sloop 
weighing  about  3,000  lbs.  Must  be  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  John,  (415)  892-1595. 

CHARTS:  Panama,  So.  Pacific,  New  Zealand, 
Australia.  Jeanette  Denby.  (508)  388-3891  phone 
or  (508)  388-4191  fax.  #9  Merrill  St,  Amesbury, 

MA  01913. 

ELECTRONIC  B&G  HORNET  4  masthead  “C" 
type  wind  sensor  unit  or  will  buy  complete  system, 
1980's  vintage.  (619)  435-3244,  eves. 

TRAILER  FOR  CATALINA  22  with  swing  keel, 
(retractable  keel).  Displacement  approx  2,250  \ 
lbs,  draft  2  ft,  single  or  double  axles.  Call  Mark, 
(408)  338-3662  or  (800)  418-7966  pager. 

NORTHERN  LIGHTS  GENSET  5-6kw,  Lewmar  , 
ST  48+,  60  lb  CQR,  Fortress  FX-55,  Bruce  66, 
electric  windlass,  Sayes  rig,  diesel  cookstove,  Rib 
inflatable,  inverter  2000w+,  8‘  bell,  selling  Boston 
Whaler  Harpoon  5.2  w/chute,  tilt  trailer  ($1,750). 
Please  Iv  msg,  (707)  444-0188. 


OLSON  30,  HOBIE  33  OR  EXPRESS  27  wanted. 
Any  condition,  any  location.  Serious  &  motivated 
sellers  only.  Contact  Dan,  (808)  941-1699  or 
(808)  263-6375,  eves.  Email  dancrg@LAVA.NET 

CASH  BUYER  WANTS  solid  fiberglass  offshore 
cruiser  (Freya  39,  Cal  40,  etc).  Let's  close  the  deal 
and  both  move  onto  next  things.  Needs  work  -  OK, 
if  structurally  sound  and  priced  to  sell  today. 
Principals  only.  (415)  332-9218. 

FREE  BERTH  (FIX  UP  TOO?).  I'm  an  experi¬ 
enced  liveaboard  w/liveaboard  status  at  a  Bay 
Area  marina.  If  you  need  your  berth  fee  paid  & 
fixed  up  too,  please  call  me  about  boat  sitting/ 
improving  your  boat.  (510)  286-7966, 24  hrs. 


USED  GEAR 


DOCKSIDE  BOARDING  STEPS.  3steps  with  3rd 
step  at  32‘.  Has  railing  and  pairof  wheels  for  easy 
transport.  Well  made.  $75.  Also,  Smith  Corona 
word  processor  w/1 3"  monitor.  $50  obo.  Contact 
(408)354-5742. 

ESPAR  D7  FORCED  AIR  DIESEL  HEATER. 

25,000  BTU's  operating  now  on  the  S/V  Natural 
High .  Unit  is  3yrs  old.  Only  $2,650  including  spare 
parts.<(360)  647-2071  or  (360)  961-3729.  Or  call 
Anders  at  Swedish  Marine,  (510)  234-9566. 

REFER.  Engine  driven  and  1 1 0  volt  AC  system.  2 
holding  plates,  both  split  to  run  off  of  each  com¬ 
pressor.  System  comes  from  the  S/V  Natural 
High.  $1 ,200.  (360)  647-2071  or  (360)  961-3729. 
Orcall  Anders®  Swedish  Marine,  (51 0)  234-9566. 

EVINRUDE  6  HP  LONGSHAFT.  New  high  thrust 
prop,  4  hrs  since  major  sen/ice,  quiet  and  reliable. 
$650.  Pair  #26  Enkee  winches.  Suitable  for  sheet 
lines  on  30+  boat.  $400/pair.  Seagull  1 70  longshaft 
o/b.  High  thrust  prop,  5  amp  alt,  just  rebuilt,  great 
for  large  sailboat.  $650.  (415)  359-9005. 

STOVE,  Origo  6000  gimballed  alcohol  double 
burner  w/oven,  pot  holders,  wood  cutting  bd  top, 
22x20x13.  Great  condition.  $500.  Also,  2  non-self 
tailing  Lewmar  40  winches,  $200  each.  Contact 
(916)  878-8027. 

NORTH  MAINSAILS,  63x23dacron,  $700. 46x1 7 
kevlar,  $500.  Asymetric  spin  0.5  &  0.75oz  56x31 , 
$900  each.  Genoa  55x17  kevlar,  $850.  Chart 
plotter,  $300.  Charting  program,  West  Coast,  $300. 
12v  refrig,  $250.  (415)  673-8373. 

SAILS.  Jib,  1 1 0%  cut  for  Islander  28.  Exc  to  good, 
$750.  Genoa,  135%  cut  for  Pearson  30.  Good  to 
faircond.  $500.  (510)  527-5036. 

KENYON  2  BURNER  ALCOHOL  STOVE  w/ 

cover,  $225.  Fynspray  brass  hand  pumps,  galley 
lever  action,  head  vertical  action,  $80.  Stainless 
steel  sinks,  14  x  15  and  12  inch  round,  $75. 
Batteries,  group  24  deep  cycle  and  starting,  $25. 
Everything  for  $350.  (415)  566-6620. 


VERY  LIGHTLY  USED  SAILS  from  30  ft  ULDB. 
Kevlar/mylar  #6  lufftape.  #1  luff  30'4",  leach  30'3\ 
foot  17'3",  LP 167";  $300.  #3  luff  30',  leach  28’3', 
foot  9’5",  LP  9';  $300.  Brand  new  mylar/polyester 
light  genoa  (up  to  1 2  knots)  wire  luff  for  roller  furier. 
Luff  31  '5‘,  leach  30T,  foot  1 77',  LP  1 68";  $400. 
Harken  1 852  staysail  roller  furier,  new;  $275. 3/4 
oz  North  spinnaker,  as  new,  31'  x  16’5';  $300. 
New  tapered  aluminum  mast  extrusion,  43'5‘  x  5‘ 
x  3’5";  $400.  Spinnaker  pole,  12'  x  2'5";  $175. 
Forespar  man-overboard  pole;  $50.  Call  Arne, 
(510)  769-0602  or  (510)  522-5838. 

MULTIHULL  ROTATING  MAST,  38  ft  aluminum 
Francespar  175  section  superbly  built  by  LeFiell, 
new  '96.  Very  robust,  rugged  construction,  com¬ 
plete  and  ready  to  go.  $2,700  with  delivery  pos¬ 
sible:  (714)  777-3175,  fax  (714)  777-1541. 

DIESEL  GENERATOR,  brand  new,  still  in  original 
box.  Westerbeke  model  #52,  15  kw,  includes  2 
sound  shields.  $7,900  obo.  Call  Robert  ,  (805) 
965-4538. 

MAN  OVERBOARD  POLE  PACKAGE,  includes 
like  new  standard  Forespar  horseshoe,  Forespar 
MOB  pole,  flag,  sleeve  and  Forespar  HLD-1 
Launcher.  Total  cost  from  West  Marine  catalogue 
$264.40  +  tax.  Asking  $175.  Bob,  (916)737-9854 
or  (916)455-8435. 

HARKEN  ROLLING  FURLING,  35'  4’.  The  sys¬ 
tem  was  taken  off  a  Catalina  27.  $1 ,000  obo. 
Todd,  (408)  354-8834  or  (408)  395-3376. 

SUNDAY  SALE.  Radar,  stove,  wood  stove,  hatch, 
winches,  wood  blocks,  old  style  hardware  &  fit¬ 
tings,  dinghy,  pulpit  rail,  rope  &  hawser, 
baggywrinkle,  chafing  gear,  lamps,  galley  gear, 
tools,  collectibles  &  oddments.  Nautical  macrame 
&  ropework.  (41 5)  927-0370,  press '  for  recorded 
details. 

OUTBOARD,  COLUMBIA  26  MAST.  Evinrude 
7.5  hp  '83,  rebuilt  '95.  Mast  has  some  rigging, 
gear.  Best  offer.  Carol  or  Brian,  (415)  573-2994. 

VOLVO  PENTA  MD3B,  w/trans.  1976. 
Rebuildable.  $600. 2  spinnakers  for  Pearson  Van¬ 
guard  33.  $300  each.  Genniker  for  24  ft.  $250. 
(408)  464-9858. 

CLOTHING,  PFD's  &  MISC.  Stearns  bomber- 
styleType  III  lifejacket,  size  L,  orange,  $30.  Steams 
Heads-up  Type  II  kid's  lifevest,  size  S  (20-25’ 
chest),  Snoopy  design,  $7.  Davis  cold  weather 
gloves,  full  finger,  blue,  size  L,  $7.  West  Marine 
Ultrex  waterproof  pants,  nyldn  lining,  navy  blue, 
size  L,  $15.  West  Marine  waterproof  dry  bags, 
PVC  fabric,  $5  each.  REI  down  mummy-style 
sleeping  bag,  blue  nylon,  comes  w/carry-bag, 
musty  smell-should  be  cleaned,  $10.  Inflatable 
pillow,  $2.  Contact  Chris  (415)  389-9378  h  or 
(415)  383-8200  ext  103  w. 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS 
FROM 

LATITUDE  38 


MARINE  RADIO  FOR  SALE 


PUT  YOUR  BOAT  IN  CHARTER 


SSB/HAM  marine  radio  SGC,  150  watts,  5  year  factory  warranty,  new  (factory  fresh).  Radio  has  remote 
head,  644  preprogrammed  frequencies,  100  user  programmable,  telex,  weather  fax. 
Outstanding  /  Best  buy  from  Practical  Sailor.  $1,395.  Matching  tuner  available. 
(206)451-7413 


-  Chartering  revenue  is  way  up  in  Sausalito  - 
-  Sailboats  28  -  42  ft  are  most  in  demand  - 
MODERN  SAILING  ACADEMY  -  SAUSALITO 
(415)  331-8250 


DIESEL  FUEL  FILTERING 

Process  Scrubs,  Polishes,  Removes  Algae,  Dirt, 

Rust  &  Water  from  Diesel  Fuel. 

Includes  Internal  Tank  Wash  Down. 

YOUR  BERTH  OR  BOAT  YARD  •  (510)  521-6797 


MARITIME  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  in  boat  related  matters  including: 

Purchase  Contracts,  Taxes,  Liens,  Importation,  Accidents  and  other  areas. 
Experienced  Sailor. 

Shawn  M.  Throwe,  2236  Mariner  Square  Drive,  Alameda  •  (510)  522-0426  Fax  (510)  522-2062 


ADVENTURE  SAIL  TRAINING  ON  MAHINA  TIARE  III 

Master  passagemaking,  heavy  weather  &  navigation  skills  in  the  South  Pacific  aboard  a  '97 
Hallberg-Rassy  46.  Benefit  from  John  Neal's  23  yrs  &  135,000  miles  of  ocean  experience  while 
discovering  the  charm  of  Polynesia.  Brochure:  Mahina  Expeditions,  Box  1596,  Friday  Harbor, 
WA,  98250.  (360)  378-6131,  fax  (360)  378-6331.  www.rockisland.com/-mahina 


MARINE  SURVEYOR 

Rich  Christopher 
(415)368-8711  (408)778-5143 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


NEW  SEXTANT.  Weems  &  Plath  Navistar,  4x40, 
6x30  scopes,  $1,500  (cert  avail).  New  auto  HF 
antenna  tuner,  Yaesu  FC-800,  $350.  Both  on 
Guam  at  Marianas  YC.  Fax,  (671)  563-1091  for 
further  inquiry.  Will  ship  insured  to  you. 

COMPLETE  SET  OF  MOLDS  for  MB  30,  a  30'  x 

8-1/2'  x  1-1/2"  fast  lobsterboat  fully  trailerable. 
Molds  waxed  and  ready  to  put  in  production. 
$35,000  obo.  (510)  522-2705. 

BROTHER  INDUSTRIAL  SEWING  MACHINE 

by  Sailrite.  For  sails  and  canvas.  Zig  zag  and 
straight  stitch.  Almost  new,  used  one  time.  Cost 
$2,000,  sell  for  $1,200.  (415)  269-7245. 

CORINTHIAN  MIDWINTERS.  Join  the  madness 
on  Jan  18-19  and  Feb  15-16.  Cheap  entry  fee 
($30  before  12/15),  lots  of  trophies  and  free  beer, 
great  dinner/dance  party  each  Saturday  night. 
Weather  permitting,  the  racing  can  actually  be 
pretty  good,  too!  For  more  info  call  Rob  Moore, 
(415)  383-8200  ext  109. 

FORD  WORK  VAN,  1964.  Totally  rebuilt,  needs 
paint,  $1,350.  85  MR2  high  miles,  great  mainte¬ 
nance,  $2,000  cash.  Hugestainlesssmoker,$400 
cash.  Columbian  amber  ozes  to  lbs  IB  24,  $3,850 
•  cash.  Zodiac,  $3,850  cash.  Paddleboat,  W00 
cash.  (415)  456-2022. 

SKIS,  CRIB.LIGHTTABLE  FOR  SALE.  Dynastar 
203  skis  w/380D  bindings  set  for  size  13  boots, 
exc  condition,  with  carry  bag,  $75.  Vintage  crib, 
white  w/teddy  bear  design  on  headboard,  mat¬ 
tress  &  bed  skirt,  complete,  exc  condition,  very 
.  cute,  $28.  Light  table  for  slide  viewing  or  graphic 
arts,  30"x1 2"  German  opaque  glass  set  in  36"x20‘ 
mahogany  plywood  surround,  swivel  tilt  top,  not 
collapsible  or  portable,  $75.  Chris,  (41 5)389-9378 
hor  (41 5)  383-8200  ext  1 03  w. 


CLUBS /MEMBERSHIPS 


SAIL-SERVICE-SOCI ALIZE.  San  Francisco  Bay 
Oceanic  Crew  Group  invites  skippers,  crew  & 
apprentices  to  join  one  of  SF  Bay’s  most  active 
sailing  groups.  Participate  in  service,  skill-improve¬ 
ment  sails  and  fun  sails.  For  more  info  call  (415) 
979-4866. 

PACIFIC  CRUISING  ASSOCIATION.  Some 
dream  about  it,  we  live  it.  Want  to  know  more? 
PCA,  PO  Box  280,  Port  Hueneme,  CA  93044- 
0280.  (805)  525-0064.  Fax,  (805)  933-2108. 

CLUB  NAUTIQUE  UNLIMITED  COUPLE  mem¬ 
bership.  $4,425  current  value.  Take  your  classes 
now.  Be  ready  in  the  spring.  Asking  $3,200  but 
let's  talk.  Would  consider  selling  as  single  mem¬ 
bership  at  lower  price.  Contact  Dave  Brown  at 
(415)  576-2262  days  or  (415)  923-9791  eves. 


CLUB  NAUTIQUE  (Alameda  and  Sausalito)  un¬ 
limited  membership,  affiliate  privileges  Ballena 
Bay  Yacht  Club,  outstanding  sailing  school,  char¬ 
ters,  fun  events.  $2,000  ($2,950  value).  Contact 
(707)  443-5754. 


NON-PROFIT 


BARBARY  COAST  BOATING  CLUB,  Northern 
California’s  gay  boating  club,  now  in  its  1 4th  year, 
with  monthly  meetings  and  water  events.  Sail  and 
power  boaters  welcome.  Call  our  voice  mail  at 
(415)  905-6267  for  more  details. 

SAILBOATS  AND  POWERBOATS  FOR  SALE. 

All  makes  and  models.  Priced  to  sell.  Call  now. 
(510)464-4617. 

BAADS,  the  Bay  Area  Association  of  Disabled 
Sailors,  offers  safe,  exciting  recreational  opportu¬ 
nities  on  San  Francisco  Bay  for  physically  dis¬ 
abled  sailors  and  able-bodied  volunteers.  No  sail¬ 
ing  experience  necessary;  adaptive  equipment 
available.  Cash  and  other  tax  deductible  dona¬ 
tions  welcome.  (415)  281-0212. 

IRS  TAX  DEDUCTION.  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 

By  donating  your  boat  in  any  condition,  you  help 
homeless  children  and  their  families.  Get  full  book 
value.  Running  or  not.  Call  now  for  more  info. 
(800)  414-HAUL  (4285). 

DONATIONS  OF  SMALL  SAILING  DINGHIES 

(El  Toro,  Sunfish,  etc)  desperately  needed  for 
junior  sailing  program.  Please  contact  Tish,  at 
Gold  Country  Yacht  Club.  (916)  273-7819. 


BERTHS  &  SLIPS 


BEST  LOCATION,  BEST  PRICE.  55  ft  Emery 
Cove,  free  one  month  on  lease.  Equals  $4.35  per 
foot.  Fred,  (510)  687-0111  or  (510)  672-2233. 

40- FT  BERTH  UPWIND,  available  for  rent  in 
Emery  Cove  Yacht  Harbor,  Emeryville.  $200  per 
month.  (510)  284-7686. 

WANT  TO  SAVE  MONEY?  Here’s  a  below  mar¬ 
ket  value  deal.  42  ft  berth  at  Marina  Bay,  only 
$1 50/month.  “D”  dock,  next  to  finger,  downwind. 
Kirstine  or  Ron,  (510)  307-9948. 


CREW 


DEPENDABLE,  ENTHUSIASTIC  LADY  SAILOR, 

retired  and  ready  to  share  chores  and  watches, 
pay  own  expenses  while  sailing  warm  seas  - 
Mexico,  the  Caribbean.  Coastal  cruising  experi¬ 
ence  in  CA,  Panama,  Costa  Rica.  Know  basic 
nav,  Spanish  &  French.  Gail,  (310)  821-9158. 


RACING  IN  MEXICO,  OBSESSION,  70  ft  Maxi 
ocean  racer.  LA  to  PV,  Jan  23  -  Jan  31 .  MEXORC 
buoy  races  in  PV,  Feb  1-  8.  For  crew  share  info, 
singles  or  groups.  Paul,  (800)  831-3274  or 
obsession@afts.com 

CRUISING  PARTNER.  SWF  40's,  sold  house  to 
sail  West.  Seeks  competent  sailor,  40-55,  who  is 
intelligent,  fun,  athletic,  NS.  I’m  5'8‘,  slim,  lively, 
attractive,  humorous,  experienced,  serious  about 
sailing  adventures.  Jenny,  (408)  930-201 1  oremail 
74372, 1 056 @  compusenre.com 

SEA  WOMAN,  scuba  instructor,  deck  licensed 
merchant  mariner,  loves  travel,  sailboats  (espe¬ 
cially  catamarans),  snow  skiing,  water  sports,  my 
banjo,  independent,  adventurous,  fit,  good  look¬ 
ing  blonde,  5’6",  seeks  “solemate",  age  40-45+,  fit, 
NS.  Box  33214,  Juneau,  Alaska,  99803. 

CREW  FOR  YOU.  Active,  adventurous,  profes¬ 
sional  woman  in  50's  seeks  crew  position  for 
tropical  sailing  Jan  thru  May  ’97.  Love  sailing  and 
want  to  upgrade  skills.  Have  offshore  cruising 
experience.  Will  pay  own  expenses.  Call  Carol. 
(206)282-2163. 

WOMAN  CO-CAPTAIN  &  CRUISING  PARTNER 

wanted  to  share  my  42  ft  schooner.  Depart  Pago 
Pago  4/97  for  Tonga,  Fiji,  Vanuatu  and  Barrier 
Reef.  Emotionally  &  financially  free.  No  drugs  or 
.  problem  drinker,  please.  35  yrs  and  older.  I’m  54 
yrs  old,  fit,  not  bad  looking,  experienced.  Write 
about  yourself  and  experience  (photo  appreci¬ 
ated)  to  Bill,  LBJ  Hospital,  Pago  Pago,  American 
Samoa,  96799.  Fax  684633-1869. 

HEAR  YE,  HEAR  YE-ALL  SINGLE  SAILORS. 

Skippers,  crew  (advanced  or  novice)  come  join  us 
at  our  next  social  and  meeting  to  be  held  Dec  7th 
in  Alameda.  Great  singles  club  with  chance  to 
meet  other  singles  who  like  to  sail.  For  details,  call 
Single  Sailors  Assoc  (SSA)  at  (510)  273-9763. 

FEMALE  COOK  with  some  sailing  experience, 
looking  for  a  two  month  adventure  in  early  '97. 
South  bound  preferred,  paid  position  only.  Rene, 
(916)  456-3620. 

EXPERIENCED  OFFSHORE  CREW  for  well 
equipped  50ft  ketch.  La  Pa z,  BCS  to  Panama  with 
landfalls  in  Mexico  and  Costa  Rica  Jan  '97.  Tahiti 
March  '97.  No  drugs,  no  smoking,  no  alcohol 
abuse.  Share  modest  expenses.  Resume  tb:  Box 
1 140,  W  Sacramento,  CA,  95691 . 

SEEKING  FIRST  MATE/SOUL  MATE.  You  are 

independent,  NS,  adventuresome  lady  interested 
in  cruising  lifestyle.  I  am  62,  NS,  fun  loving  DWM 
with  oceangoing  yacht.  Other  interests  golf,  ten¬ 
nis,  air  travel.  PO  Box  1 297,  Windsor,  CA.  95492- 
1297. 

ANTIGUA  RACERS  SEEK  beautiful  women  to 
enjoy  race  week  activities  aboard  new  Beneteau 
46  racer/cruiser  April  24  to  May  7, 1997.  Share 
expenses.  Call  for  details.  (916)  554-7266. 


24  YR  OLD  CREWMAN  AVAILABLE  after  Feb. 
1  st.  1 2  yrs  sailing  experience.  Good  coastal  nav, 
rusty  celestial,  advanced  first  aid,  general  me¬ 
chanical  ability,  humor,  competent.  Seeking  1-6 
month  cruise  anywhere  interesting.  Cory  Bloome, 
980  Bush,  #303,  SF,  CA.  94109.  (415)  441-0234! 
CBIoome@aol.com 

EXP  SAILOR  LOOKING  FOR  CREW  POSITION. 

Need  more  ocean/coastal  time  to  upgrade  CG 
license.  Deliveries  ok.  Keith.  (510)  704-5558,  Iv 
msg. 

HONOLULU,  HI.  Working  captain  w/Cal  29sel  up 
and  maintained  for  interisland  sailing.  43,  SWM, 
blonde,  slim,  easy  going,  financially  secure  ad¬ 
venturer.  Looking  for  SWF  outgoing,  thin,  non- 
smoker,  social  drinker,  approx  25-36,  no  children, 
who  enjoys  quality  living,  weekend  getaways, 
travel,  good  times  &  sailing.  Please  reply  with 
photo.  Aloha.  Tradewind  Adventures,  PO  Box 
75044,  Honolulu,  HI,  96836. 

DECKHAND/FIRST.MATE  WANTED  to  work  & 
crew  aboard  one  of  So.  Cal's  finest  sailing  yachts. 
Cruise  local  &  Mexican  waters.  Opportunity  to 
learn  from  very  experienced  bluewater  yachts¬ 
man/owner.  Must  be  self-motivated,  organized, 
adaptable  &  eagerto  learn.  Previous  sailing  expe¬ 
rience  required.  Berthed  in  Marina  Del  Rey.  Send 
resume  or  letter  of  qualifications  to  PO  Box  2882, 
Malibu,  CA,  90265  or  call,  (310)  456-5591. 

SWF  5'5”  BLONDE/BLUE  EYES.  Wants  SWM 
sailor/skier  36  to  55  for  long  term  relationship.  My 
type  of  guy  is  affectionate,  sociable,  likes  messing 
around  with  boats.  Let’s  sail  my  30  footer.  Bareboat 
Greece  in  '97  and  ski  Tahoe  &  Colorado.  N/S. 
You’re  very  close  to  southern  Marin/SF  or  willing 
and  able  to  relocate  for  the  right  woman.  Contact 
(415)  332-1657. 


PROPERTY  SALE /RENT 


LIVE  YOUR  DREAM.  If  you  have  been  dreaming 
of  a  place  where  you  can  live,  work  and  play, 
you're  in  luck.  We  have  a  2  story  Cape  Cod  style 
cottage  (located  in  Pt.  Richmond)  with  its  own 
private  garden.  The  lower  level  consists  of  a  large 
living/dining  room,  bedroom,  bath,  kitchen  and 
shop.  The  upper  level  is  completely  open  and  is 
ideal  as  an  office  with  its  own  separate  entrance. 
From  above  you  look  over  the  harbor  where  your 
boat  will  be  berthed.  The  price  of  having  your 
dreams  come  true?  Only  $1,795  per  month  and 
that  includes  a  40  ft  berth.  If  this  is  what  you  have 
pictured,  call  us  now,  otherwise  someone  else  will 
be  living  your  dream.  Call  (510)  235-KKMI. 

2  ROOMS  FOR  RENT.  Liveaboard  63  ft  house¬ 
boat.  Central  heat  &  AC,  close  to  stores,  post 
office,  20  minutes  from  BART.  Currently  in  Delta. 
Big  salon  &  patio  deck.  Available  Dec.  Rents  are 
$350  and  $500.  (510)  718-1980,  pager. 


One  sailor's  junk, 
is  another’s  treasure 


MARINE  RECYCLE  HAS  USED  BOAT  STUFF! 

Masts,  booms,  sails,  rigging,  winches,  cleats,  blocks,  anchors,  chain,  line, 
gauges,  deck  hardware,  outboard  motors,  heat  exchangers,  thru-hull  fittings, 
exhaust  manifolds/mufflers,  electronics,  bow-stern  pulpits,  swim  platforms, 
stoves,  sinks,  portholes,  dsl  heaters,  12  v  fridges.  Much  more!  (415)  332-3774. 


AyoopRUM  Marine 

Specializing  in  custom  interior 
cabinetry.  Tables,  cabinets,  countertops, 
decks,  cabinsoles,  for  power  or  sail. 


compUte  mobiU  shop 

call  Lon  Wood  rum  at: 

415-332-5970 


SURPLUS  BOTTOM  BOAT  PAINT 

Hard  red  vinyl  anti-fouling  paint.  Mfg.  Woolsey.  72%  copper. 

Reg.  price:  $1 80/gal.  Our  price  $50/gal. 

Also  black  vinyl  and  other  mfg.  available.  Ablading  paint,  50%  copper,  $50/gal. 
Primer  &  other  epoxies.  $10-$rt5/gal.  Polyurethane.  $20/gal.  (415)  588-4678 

HAWAII  -  SAMOA  -  TONGA  -  FIJI 

Ocean  Wilderness  Expeditions 

Now  booking  crew  berths  on  South  Pacific  Voyage  aboard  new  50-foot  steel 
Giles  designed  cutter.  Adventure  sailing  to  remote  South  Sea  Islands. 
Increase  your  offshore  sailing  skills  and  confidence.  1-800-790-1122 


CREW'S  NUTRITIONAL  NEEDS 

Have  you  considered  your  crqw's  nutritional  needs?  This  wild  organic  food  is  65%  protein  and 
97%  assimilable.  Expect  increased  energy  and  mental  focus.  Long  shelf  life  for  world  cruising. 
Whether  cruising  or  doing  the  TransPac,  don 't  leave  shore  without  it. 

For  sample  and  information  call  (800)  786-7614  or  (206)  363-6287. 


Bed  &  Breakfast  Cruises! 


The  new  way 
to  see  France 


Brochure: 
(415)  457-4243 
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COSTA  RICAN  FARM.  20  beautiful,  ridge-fop 
acres  overlooking  Tambor  and  Bahia  Ballena. 
Watch  your  boat  at  anchor  in  one  of  Costa  Rica’s 
most  beautiful  and  well-protected  bays.  Several 
targe,  flat  building  sites  w/spectacular  360°ocean, 
gulf,  bay  and  valley  views.  1  1/2  kilometers  from 
the  beach.  We're  looking  for  a  good  neighbor. 
We'll  reimburse  your  airfare  if  you  buy.  Clear  title. 
$37,500  includes  an  all-weather  mooring  in  the 
bay.  (707)  571-0137. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


MAINTENANCE:  OCSC  is  hiring  for  full/part  time 
semi-skilled  to  skilled  positions.  Free  sailing  les¬ 
sons  &  charter  privileges.  Pay  commensurate  w / 


SAILING  INSTRUCTORS!!  Join  our  team  of  25 
professionals  at  OCSC  SF  Bay.  Best  teaching 
and  sailing  location  on  the  Olympic  Circle,  J/24  to 
Moorings  432,  well-organized  syllabuses  and  cur¬ 
riculum,  great  clubhouse  and  classroom.  There 
are  only  3  students  per  class  and  certification 
standards  that  make  you  proud  to  be  an  instructor. 
Exciting  work,  motivated  students,  a  great  team 
atmosphere  with  top  pa?  and  liberal  boat  use 
privileges.  Our  fleet  consists  of  40  boats  from  24- 
43  ft  and  we  teach  a  full  range  of  courses  from 
basic  to  offshore.  If  you  love  teaching,  have  well- 
rounded  sailing  and  seamanship  skills,  and  have 
a  Coast  Guard  License  or  want  to  acquire  one  with 
our  help,  call  Rich  at  (510)  843-4200. 


CLASSY  DEADLINE  IS  ALWAYS  THE  18TH 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  SAILING  PROGRAM.  Year 
round  position.  Hrs/pay  subject  to  ability  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Duties  include  administration,  general 
boat  maintenance,  instruction,  directing  summer 
staff  of  3-4  instructors.  Send  resume.  COR  YC 
Youth,  1011  E  St,  Coronado,  CA,  92118. 

SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  We  are  looking  for 
qualified  sailing  instructors  whowould  like  toteach 
in  the  best  all  round  teaching  atmosphere  in  the 
Bay.  We  are  the  oldest  sailing  school  in  California 
and  are  located  in  Pt.  Richmond,  right  next  to  the 
Richmond  Yacht  Club  where.no  foul  weather  gear 
is  needed  for  sailing.  We  offer  top  pay  for  teach¬ 
ing,  very  liberal  boat  usage  program  and  tropical 
sailing  for  our  instructors.  If  you  love  sailing,  have 
good  teaching  skills  and  would  like  to  teach  sailing 
either  full  or  pari  time  in  the  best  sailing  area  in  the 


MARINE  ELECTRONICS  TECHNICIAN.  Both  full¬ 
time  &  part-time  positions  available.  Applicants 
should  be  FCC  licensed  (w/radar  endorsement), 
and  have  a  minimum  of  5  yrs  related  experience. 
Sailing/boating  background  a  plus.  All  positions 
require  good  organizational  &  communication 
skills.  Please  fax  your  resume  and  salary  history 
to:  (510)  744-9533.  No  calls  please. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


ATTENTION  GRUMPY  OLD  MEN!!  Bait  shop  for 
sale.  Central  location,  room  for  expansion,  turn¬ 
key  operation.  (510)  521-2460. 


IF  YOU  BELIEVE  IN  THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS 

Fight  For 
The  Fourth 
Amendment! 

STOP  THE  COAST  GUARD'S  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  BOARDING 
OF  PLEASURE  AND  FISHING  VESSELS 


Get  yours  while 
the  cause  is  hot ... 

Send  $  1 .00  +  SASE  to: 

UtVUJeZQ 

1 5  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley, 
GA  94941 

Attn:  Bumper  Stickers 


Richmond 

"*C580 


EMERYVILLE 
x  CITY  j 
VMARINA>/ 


Berkeley 


EMERYVILLE 


Oakland 


,San  Francisco!  "> 


Hayward 


Valley 


Consider  all  the  features  of  Emeryville's  Design  Award-winning  Ma¬ 
rina.  Centrally  located  for  the  entire  Bay  Area  with  easy  driving  access 
by  car  and  quick  access  to  terrific  Bay  sailing.  Check  all  these  features: 


0  Phone  hook-ups  available 
0  Dock  boxes 
0  FREE  pump-out  station 
0  Fuel  dock  -  diesel  &  gas 
0  Ample  free  parking 


0  Excellent  security 
0  25'— 60'  berths 
0  Restaurants 
0  Sportfishing  center 
0  City  park 


EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

A  quick  trip  to  the  Bay, 
a  quick  trip  from  your  home. 

RECENT  UPGRADES 
AND  OFFERINGS: 

0  Recently  dredged  berths  and  channel 
0  FREE  utilities 

0  FREE  launch  ramp  &  fish  pier 
0  NEW  full  service  chandlery 
0  NEW  bathroom,  shower,  laundry  facility 

Call  for  competitive  rates 

EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

3310  Powell  St.  exit 
off  1-80 
Emeryville 

next  door  to  Hank  Schramm's  Sportfishing 

(510)  596-4340 

fax  (51 0)  596-4342 
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The  Quality  and  Craftsmanship  You  Want , 
at  a  Price  You  Can  Afford. 

Today,  sails  are  designed  by  similar  computer  programs,  and 
constructed  of  similar  materials.  The  difference  is  the  quality 
and  craftsmanship  and  the  price  you  must  pay.  Lee  Sails  offers 
you  the  best  of  all. 


o 


647  Pacific  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-9011 


PACIFIC  MARINE 
ENGINEERING 

Mechanical  -  Electrical-Equipment 

1 WESTERBEKE 
DETROIT  DIESEL 


Universal  Motors 

CONCORDE  AGM  BATTERIES 

Service  Available  at  Our  Dock 


35  LIBERTYSHIP  WAY 
SAUSALITO,  CA 


•  Engine  service  -  all  makes 

•  Charging  systems  for  cruising 
sailboats 

•  Muir  &  Lofrans  Windlasses 

•  Balmar  Diesel  Gensets 

•  Performance  Vang 

•  Spar  Replacement 


(415)  331-9822 


HAWAII 


LONG  TERM  DRY  STORAGE 

GENTRY'S 

KpNAMAtyNA 

HONOKOHAU  HARBOR  156°1'30"W. 

ig^o^o”  n 

808-329-7896 

The  friendliest  boatyard  in  Hawaii 


•  Custom  Hardtops  &  Enclosures 

•  Design,  Fabrication  &  installation 

•  Safety  Rails  &  Stanchions 

•  Radar  Mounts  &  Arches 

•  22  Years  Experience 

1924  Willow  St.  (at'Clement) 

Alameda,  CA  94501 


(510)  521-8966 


J 


.fttV  5  QUALITY  MARINE 
BOAT  TRANSPORTING 

SERVICE  REPAIRS  STORAGE  ACCESSORIES  HAULING 


ICC#  263064 
BONDED 
INSURED 


Custom  designed  equipment  &  air  ride  trailers  exclusively 
for  sail,  power,  multiple  boats. 

2122  NORTHGATE  BLVD.  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95833 
CALL  FOR  FREE  QUOTATION  1-800-646-0292  •  FAX  (916)  646-3241 


SAUSALITO: 


LIST  MARINE  INC. 


"Complete  Marine  Engine  Service" 

•  We  service  all  makes  ^ _ fflDarl#inc 

•  New,  used  &  rebuilt  engines  UfKlfl  EEiHSnunS 

•  Dockside  facilities  Universal 

•  Mobile  service  trucks  _____ 

L /-yy)  WESTERBEKE 

(415)  332-5478  PO  Box  2008,  Sausalito,  CA  94966 
Adjacent  to  Schoonmaker  Pt.  Marina 


USE  ONLY  1/2  AMP  A  NIGHT! 


You'll  Never  Worry  About  Power  Consumption  Again 

New  Miser-Lite  uses  only  55  mA,  yet  is  visible  for  2  miles 
and  gives  enough  light  to  read.  Great  for  anchor  life  and 
interior.  Makes  the  perfect  cockpit  life.  You'll  extend  time 
between  charges,  saving  you  money  and  that  noise  from 
running  your  engine. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed  for  3  Years  or  Your  Money  Back! 

ONLY  $29.95  +  $3.00  s/h 


1-800-533-8582 


FOR  AS  LITTLE  AS  Si  OO  YOU  CAN 

EXTEND  YOUR  BATTERY  LIFE  UP 

TO  TEN  TIMES! 


Solargizer.  a  new  device  now 
in  use  by  the'U.S..  military, 
can  save  you  hundreds  of 
dollars  (and  preserve  the 


environment)  because  your 
batteries  will  last  years  longer, 

Call  today  for  brochure 
and  technical  information. 


(510)  933-2400 


SOLARGIZER 

RIP,  Inc. 

3157  Diablo  View  Rd. 
Lafayette,  CA  94549 


Easy  to  Install  •  Money-Back  Guarantee 
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MARINE  SURVEYORS 

Serving  Northern  California 


Archie  Campbell,  AMS 
(800)  640-4344 

Rich  Christopher,  AMS 
(800)  622-5143 
(415)  368-8711 

Robert  J.  Ciucci,  S.A. 
(916)455-8435 

Donru  Marine  Surveyors 
&  Adjusters,  AMS 
(408)  372-8604 

Robert  Downing,  AMS 
(707)  642-6346 


Jack  Mackinnon,  AMS 
(510)  276-4351 
(800) 501-8527 

Terry  O'Herren,  S.A. 
(800)  246-7732 
(415)  854-8380 

Jerry  Poliskey,  AMS 
(510)  236-1793 

R.J.  Whitfield  & 
Assoc.,  Inc.,  AMS 
(800)  344-1838 


REPAIRS 


REPAIRS 

REPAIRS 

HAYNES  SAILS 

A  full  service  sail  loft 

70-U  Woodland  Avenue 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  459-2666 


OKAY,  NOW  THAT 
HAVE  YOUR 
ATTENTION... 

Our  correct  address 
for  all  mail  is: 

15  Locust  Ave. 

Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 

Mail  going  to  our  old  post  offic 
box  will  be  forwarded,  maybe, 
slowly. . . 


How  fast  would  you 
react  if  your  boat  was 

sinking? 

Now  what  about  your 
family  and  friends? 


Keep  tour  boat  afloat  in  an  emergency.  Yachtsaver  deploys 
instandy.  Provides  a  safer  platform  for  surviving  accidents 
because  you  stay  with  your  boat,  provisions  and  radio. 


Protect  your  crew  and  your  loved  ones.  Portable 


units,  retro-fits  or  original  equipment  installation  for 


boats  18  to  80  feet.  Order  now  for 
winter  installation. 


VIDEO  OFFER 

Shows  design, 
deployment  and 
installation. 

800-529-5576 


Yachtsaver 


THE  FLOTATION  EXPERTS 


Harbor  Lane  •  Round  Pond,  Maine  04564-0295  •  Fax:  207-529-5576  •  e-mail:  yachtsvr@lincoln.midcoast.com 
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Flexible.  Lightweight. 
Unbreakable.The 
UNI-SOLAR  battery  charger 
gives  you  advantages  no  glass 
panel  can  match.  It  installs  in 
minutes,  mounts  anywhere  and 
stows  away  when  not  in  use. 
Available  at  West  Marine, 
Boat/U.S.,  Boater’s  World 
and  other  marine  dealers. 


Um-S®LAR. 


United  Solar  Systems  Corp. 

5278  Eastgate  Mall  •  San  Diego,  CA  92121  •  (800)  397-2083 


Tinker 

Marine 


Tel:  (510)814-0471 
(800)  410-5297 
FAX:  (510)  814-8030 
1919  Clement  Ave,  Bldg  11 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

In  the  Svendsen 's  Complex 


http://ourworld.  CompuServe,  com/homepages/tinker 


YEAR  END 
SALE 

10%  OFF 

ALL  orders  placed  by 
Jan  31,  1997! 

"Tinker  Infiatables,  probably 
the  best  known  hybrid  sailing 
dinghy/I  ifeboats"- 

Cruising  World 

"Best  Rowing  Inflatable" 

Practical  Sailor 

"Outstanding  quality 
workmanship  and  materials" 

Practical  Boat  Owner 

'Tinker-easily  the  fastest 
under  power"  (13  Kts  with  240 
Lb  load  and  3.3  HP)- 

Yachting  Monthly 


Two  used  boats  available  -  Our  10  ft  Funsail  Display  @  $2499  and 
a  12  ft  Star  Traveller  /  Lifeboat  for  only  $4495 


At  least  $200  Trade-in  for  your  old  dinghy 


Winter  hours:  All  week  10:00am  -  5:00pm 


Birnberg  &  Associates 

Maritime  Lawyers  and  Attorneys-at-Law 

261  World  Trade  Center, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

(415)  398-1040 

fax  (415)  398-2001  •  e-mail  Birnberg@Birnberg.com 
http://unviv.birnberg.com 

Maritime  problems:  Tanker  collisions,  yacht  racing  collisions,  protests, 
documentation,  mastdefects,  gelcoatbubbling,  insuranceclaims.  seaman's 
claims,  longshore  &  harbor  workers,  cargo,  surueys,  limitation  o f  liabil¬ 
ity,  wage  claims,  personal  injury,  bareboat  charters,  sales  and  foreclo¬ 
sures,  preferred  ship  mortgages,  fishing  licenses,  loss  of  nets,  fishboat 
collisions,  oil  pollution  and  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 


•  Fair  Prices  •  24-Hour  Security  •  Quality  Guaranteed  Work  • 
•  Marine  Ways  &  Lift  ~  Boats  to  65-ft.  • 

•  We  Specialize  in  Wood,  Fiberglass  and  Steel  • 
Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 

(415)  824-8597 

"ONE  CALL  DOES  IT  ALL" 


GPSC  Charters . 159 

Grand  Marina . 2 

Guenter's  Marine  . 67 

H.F.  Radio  . 63 

Hackworth  Insurance .  151 

Halsey  Sailmakers . 151 

Handcraft  Mattress  Co .  171 

Hansen  Rigging . 142 

Harken  . 169 

Haynes  Sails . 196 

Helm's  Yacht  Sales  . 23 

Helmut's  Marine  Service ...  1 71 
Henderson  Designs,  Jim  ...  129 

Hewett  Marine . 129 

Hogin  Sails . 54 

Hood  Sailmakers . 1 42 

Hotel  Coral  &  Marina . 125 


Hutchinson  Sports .  149 

Island  Yacht  Club  . 146 

J /World  . . 51 

Kappas  Marina . 169 

Kensington  Yachts . 17 

Kevin's  Quality  Marine  ....  195 

Kilian  Props . 171 

Kissinger  Canvas . 79 

KKMI . 104,  105 

Lake  Union  Boat  Show . 28 

Lager  Yacht  Brokerage . 200 

Larsen  Sails . 74 

Latitude  38 

Adventure  Charters .  1 70 

Leading  Edge . 151 

Lee  Sails  . 195 

Leech  &  Rudiger . 38 


List  Marine . 195 

Mac  Donald  Yacht . 202 

Marina  Plaza  Yacht  Hrbr  .  1 24 
Marina  Village  Yacht  Hrbr ..  73 

Marine  Accident . 204 

Mariner  Boat  Yard . 43 

Mariners  General . 71 

Mariners  Ink . 79 

Maritime  Electronics . 61 

McGinnis  Insurance .  145 

Melqes  Performance  Sailboats 

. 149 

Meridian . 129 

Miser  Lite . 145 

Mission  Bay  Marina . 30 

Modern  Sailing  Academy  ..  68 
Monterey  Bay  Fiberglass  .199 
Monterey  City  Marina . 67 


Napa  Valley  Marina . 204 

Nautical  Technologies .  139 

Nautor  Swan  - 

Pacific  Southwest . 20 

Nautor  Swan  -  San  Francisco 

. ?. . 104-105 

Nelson's  Marine . 208 

Nor  Pac  Yachts . 207 

North  Beach  Canvas . 52 

North  Sails . 9 

Northwest  Yacht  Brokers  ....  28 

O'Neill  Yacht  Center . 10 

Oakland  Yacht  Club . 8 

OCSC . 65 

Orange  Coast  College . 71 

Out  There  Technologies . 61 

Outboard  Motor  Shop  . 40 


Owl  Harbor  Marina . 1 47 

Oyster  Cove  Marina . 64 

Oyster  Point  Marina  . 39 

pacific  Coast  Canvas  . 35 

Pacific  Marine  Engineering  1 95 

Passage  Yachts . 4,5 

Peli-Wash . 53 

Penninsula  Marine  Services  63 

Penmar . 158 

Performance  Sails . 30 

PetroClean . 51 

Pettit-Morry  Co.  Insurance  1 39 

Pineapple  Sails . 3 

Premier  Yacht  Sales . 202 

Pryde,  Neil,  Sails . 38 

Quantum  Sails  . 21 

Raiatea  Carenage . 185 

Railmakers  S.F.  Bay . 195 


’EM  LATITUDE  SENT  YOU  TELL 


(Index  cont.  next  page) 


December,  1996  •  3?  •  Page  197 


j 

I 


SPARKY  MARINE  ELECTRICS 

Webasto 

THERMOSYSTEMS 

Hot  Air  Heating  Systems 
Airtop  2QJD0  6,000  BTU 
Airtop  32-S  11,000  BTU 

415-332-6726  fax  415-332-8266 

e-mail:  sparkymarineelectrics@msn.com 


(Suspension 


71[7  FOLDS  small 
UjLB  rides  BIG 

system) 


Prices  |rtm 

$631 


Folds  in  20  Seconds...Fits  in  a  suitcase! 

In  an  airplane  •  In  your  boat  •  In  your  car 
Commute!  Tour!  Travel! 

Several  models  to  choose  from  •  3  or  5  speeds! 
Many  accessories  available  •  Ingenious  Design 
A  Quality  Product 

available:  (.M.  WH5J08  (0. 

USA  DISTRIBUTOR 


MADE  IN 
ENGLAND 


BROMPTON 


415*321*0808  /  1  *800*783*3447 

Channell@aol.com  •  http://www.infoservice.com/brompton/ 


com/brompton/ 
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Whale  Point  Marine . 46 

White,  Chris,  Designs .  171 

Yachtfinders/Winaseekers  202 
Yachtsaver . 196 


YOU  TELL  LATITUDE  'EM  SENT 


Page  198  •  UKitUilS  •  December.  1996 


W  O  R 


NEW  CONSTRUCTION  «  MARINE  INSURANCE  •  CHARTERS  •  YACHT  MANAGEMENT 


320  HARBOR  DRIVE,  SAUSAUTO,  CALIFORNIA  94965  (415)  332-531 1  FAX  (415)  332-7036 


West  Coast  Select 
Brokerage  Listings 

38'  Cabo  Rico,  1992  . 

. $209,000 

50'  Bill  Tripp  Columbia,  1968 

. $1 45,000/obo 

53'  Cheoy  Lee  M/S,  1985  .... 

. $475,000 

60'  Steel  Cruising  Ketch, 

1980  . : . . 

$375,000 

62'  Custom  Motorsailer . 

. $595,000 

65'  NautorSwan  Ketch,  1975 
$495,000 

65'  Steel  Motorsailer,  1989.. 
. $350,000 


55’  S&S  Classic  Yawl,  1957 
$259,000 


42'  Passport  Cutter,  1985 
$179,000 


BRUCE  WHITE 
kiwi4yots@aol.com 


68'  Deerfoot  Cutter,  1980 
$485,000 


DAVID  PEARLBERG 
dmpearl@aol.  com 


62'  Al  Mason  Custom  Ketch,  1985 
$445,000 


MONTEREYBAY 
FIBERGLASS 


‘ITCHING  FOR  FUN ” 


Wholesale 


Retail 


no  minimum 


order 


Complete  line  of  reinforced 
plastic  materials 


•  Resin 

•  Epoxy's 

•  Mat.  Roving.  Cloth 


Distributor  for  "Clark"  surfboard  blanks  and 
sheet  foam.  Experienced  consulting  in  all 
phases  of  reinforced  plastics. 


SERVING  ALL  YOUR  NEEDS  FROM  OUR  NEW 
EXPANDED  FACILITIES: 

1037  17th  Avenue  314  West  Depot 

Santa  Cruz,  CA  ,95062  Bingen,  WA  98605 

(408)  476-7464  (509)  493-3464 


★  Easy  Access  from  Marin  and  the  East  Bay 

★  Dry  Boat  Storage  Available  —  Ready  for  summer 

★  FREE  24  Hour  Double  Wide  Launch  Ramp 

★  Berths  Available  26'  to  70' 

★  Restaurant  and  General  Store  Within  Walking  Distance 

★  24  Hour  Security  Home  of  the 

★  Laundry  Room  -  Marina  Bay 

★  Storage  Lockers  Available  Yacht  Club 


Free  Day  Use  Guest  Berthing 

Visit,  drink  and  dine  at  the  fabulous 
waterfront  Salute  restaurant! 

Guest  docks  on  "G“  Dock  adjacent  to  harbormaster's  office. 


1340  Marina  Way  South,  Richmond,  California  94804 
Richmond  Marina  Bay  Harbormaster 

—  Call  Today  (510)  236-1013  — 
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53'  SWAN, 
1989 

Beautiful  example 
of  Nautor  quality. 
Impressive  inven¬ 
tory.  Professionally 
maintained  to 
'yacht  standards'. 
ALSO  AVAILABLE: 
SWAN  51  &  651. 


SISTERSHIP  PHOTO 


52'  TAYANA 
1990 

Popular  Perry 
design  cruiser. 
Tri-cabin  layout, 
new  genset, 
radar,  SSB, 
S/T  winches. 
Excellent' value. 


SISTERSHIP  PHOTO 


63'  CHEOY 
LEE  M/S 

This  custom  cutter 
has  been  totally  re¬ 
fit  &  upgraded  in 
'95,  incl.  new  decks, 
sails  and  elects. 
Also  avail:  1983 
Cheoy  Lee  63 
Ketch. 


55'  BALTIC 
D.P.,  1988 

The  finest  example 
of  Baltic's  out¬ 
standing  quality 
she  has  every 
possible  cruising 
and  performance 
amenity.  Always 
professionally 
maintained. 


_ 


BENETEAU 
FIRST  32s5, 
1991 

This  one  owner 
boat  shows  as  new. 
All  factory  options . 
Ideal  racer /crui¬ 
ser.  Major  price 
reduction. 


Lager  Yacht  Brokerage  Corp. 


SELECT  SAIL  BROKERAGE  LIST 


30'  MUMM . Inquire 

32'  ISLANDER,  78 . $35,000 

32'  LE  COMTE, '68 . $21,500 

35'  J/35 . . . . . . 2  from  $50,000 

37'  C&C,  '85 . $69,000 

38'  HOOD, '83 . Reduced 

38'  MORGAN  383, 79 . $70,000 

39'  NELSON/MAREK,  '95  ....  $239,000 
40'  C&C, '80 . $80,000 


41’  FRERS,  '88 . $149,000 

41'  SCEPTRE, '85 . $157,000 

50'  FORCE  50, 78 . $165,000 

50'  BOC,  '94 . $285,000 

51'  SKYE, '81 . $220,000 

51'  BALTIC . 2  available 

51’  ENDEAVOUR, '86 . $189,000 

54'  ROBERTS/KANTER,  '90  $200,000 
55'  RIP  TIDE  EXPRESS, '96  INQUIRE 


400  Harbor  Drive,  Suite  B  •  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

(415)  332-9500  •  Fax:  (415)  332-9503 


^Dolphin 


pfc 


35'  SANTANA,  '82  Flexible  Flyer 

Twice  National/Bay  Champion.  Exten¬ 
sive  sail  inventory,  rod  rigging.  Must 
sell.  Reduced  to  $32,500. 


'  33’ RANGER,  1978 


Universal  diesel,  2  spinnakers,  3  jibs. 
Great  cruiser/racer.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition.  $24,500. 


41' PIVER  TRIMARAN,  '87 

35hp  diesel,  sleeps  6  in  comfort,  loads 
of  sails,  built  w/highest  grade  mate¬ 
rials,  proven  Mex  cruiser.  Bring  Offers. 


Universal  diesel,  two  mains,  roller  furl¬ 
ing.  radar,  autopilot,  top  of  the  line 
eauiDment. 


- TEMPLE  STUART  ~  BROKER - - 

(415)  332-8676  •  FAX  (415)  332-9027 

.  E-Mail:  SDYCA@AOL.COM 

85  LIBERTY  SHIP  WAY  #1 10B,  SCHOONMAKER  POINT  MARINA,  SAUSALITO 


■ 


! 


QUALITY  LISTINGS  NEEDED  -  FREE  PARKING 


GLOSS  FOR  SALE 


STEMJMi 

POLYURETHANE  COATINGS 


An  investment  in  excellence. 

A  promise  of  quality. 
Unmistakable  STERLING  gloss. 
Demand  STERLING  -  Call  us  toll-free  today. 


1-800-845-0023 


P.O.  Box  1246,  Newport  Beach  CA  92663 
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BUG 

NeT 


ZX  Sagsalito  Yacht 

wSA  - - 


BROKERAGE 

Located  Central  Downtown  on  the  Boardwalk 

For  Our  Customers ,  Free  Reserved  Parking 


100  BAY  STREET 
SAUSALITO 
CALIFORNIA  94965 

415-331-6200 

Open  Mon.-Sat. 
Sun.  by  Appointment 


STEVENS  CUSTOM  47  by  S&S 


3  staterooms,  Technautics  refrigerator,  radar,  pilot. 

Asking  $225,000. 


0-Cajjpy  Q-Cofidays! 

A  few  of  the  sailing  yachts 
we  brokered  during  the  year  are: 

HUNTINGFORD  60'  •  JEANNEAU  4T 
LANDFALL  PILOTHOUSE  39' 

ISLANDER  41'  •  CAPE  DORY  •  DOWN  EAST  38' 
MORGAN  32'  •  STARRATT  45' 

ERICSON  38' 


53'  BRUCE  FARR  Cruising  Cutter 
Never  raced  or  chartered.  Very,  very  fast.  Light, 
open  inter,  pages  of  equip.  Compare  w/  others! 


46'  DEVRIES  STEEL  CUTTER 

In  Bristol  yacht  condition.  New  radar,  GPS,  furling, 
double  in  master.  Offered  at  $1 39,500. 


50'  CORTEN  STEEL  HULL 

Beautifully  constructed.  Needs  TLC  down  below.  Won¬ 
derful  possibility  for  long  range  cruising.  $1 20,000. 


32'  FUJI,  1977 

Diesel,  inverter,  refer.  Gorgeous  interior. , 
Ready  for  your  cruise!  Bargain  at  $35,500. 


40'  HARDIN  PILOTHOUSE 

2nd  steering  station.  Fresh  LP,  fresh  varnish. 
Shows  bristol.  Spacious  interior  ketch.  $51,000. 


30'  BURNS  Quark 

Diesel,  autopilot,  vane,  radar,  loaded  for  cruising. 
Extras  too  long  to  list.  $39,500. 


BEST  WATERFRONT  LOCATION  IN  BAY  AREA 
LIST  WITH  SAUSALITO  YACHT  BROKERAGE  TODAY!!!! 
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jzzxShop  San  Diegosbb^ 


for  PERFORMANCE  CRUISERS 

37'  J-37C,  a  superior  performer .  1 49,000 

39'  Rodgers,  cruiser/racer . ...- .  78,900 

39'  Wylie . 2  from  69,000 

4VJeanneau,  roller  furling  main  &  genoa .  110,000 

42'  Hylas,  Frers  design .  1 79,500 

60'  Lidgard,  TransPac  competitor .  440,000 

for  CRUISING  BOATS 

36'  Mariner,  cruise  for  under  $50,000!  .  49,500 

37'  Tayana  . 2  from  79,500 

38'  Panda,  a  cruiser's  dream!  . 129,000 

41 '  Formosa,  Yankee  Clipper .  69,500 

4V  CT,  dark  blue  beauty .  75,000 

43'  Morgan,  center  cockpit .  1 19,500 

43'  Formosa,  4  staterooms .  74,000 

43'  Wauquiez,  gorgeous  aft  cockpit .  1 59,000 

44'  Flans  Christian  PH,  able  circumnavigator...  245,000 

45'  Columbia  Motorsailer .  74,900 

46'  Formosa,  Peterson  design  . .  79,500 

48'  Cheoy  Lee  Schooner,  truly  one-of-a-kind!  .  154,000 
for  RACE  BOATS 

30’  Frers,  exceptional  sail  &  gear  inventory .  49,900 

30'  Capo  by  Carl  Schumacher  . . 40,000 

33'  Soverel,  ULDB . 39,900 

35'  Schock.... . 3  available  from  41,000 

37'  Bruce  Nelson,  cold-molded . 33,900 

39'  X-l  19,  1989,  at  our  docks .  95,000 

41'  Frers,  1988,  2  staterooms . 139,000 

44'  Nelson/Marek,  flush  deck .  69,900 


II  CHTFINDERS. 


2330  Shelter  Island  Dr.,  #207,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 

(619)  224-2349  Fax  (619)  224-4692 


1450  Harbor  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  CA  92101 


1-800-71 -YACHT 
(619)  294-4545 

Fax  (619)  294-8694 


MAC  DONALD  YACHT 

Our  (Best  Wishes  “For  A  Q-fapyy  0-foficfay 


BUG 

NET 


48'  MAPLELEAF.  3  staterooms,  Ig  cockpits, 
swim  platform,  genset,  solar,  watermaker, 
SSB,  dinghy,  O/B  and  more,  $175,000. 

Ttr 


54'  CT  Beautiful  well  equipped,  well  appointed 
yacht.  Stable  in  all  seas.  3  staterooms,  bow 
thruster,  aluminum  spars.  $210,000. 


46'  CAL  2-46.  Bristol,  updated  and  upgradedl 
New  tasteful  interior  decor,  new  gear.  Exten¬ 
sive  equipment.  $129,500. 


44'  NAUTIC  SAINTONGE.  Swan  look-a-like. 
Major  '90  to  '96  refit.  Superb  performance  and 
condition.  In  San  Francisco.  $145,000. 


39'  C&C  LANDFALL.  Fast,  stable  and  sea 
kindly.  Amazingly  spacious.  New  epoxy  bot¬ 
tom  job.  Low  hrs,  great  condition.  $119,500. 


30'  Baba .. 


.  $56,000  50'  Columbia . 


53'  AMERICAN  MARINE  M/S,  T/50  hp 
Westerbekes.  Lapworth  design,  all  equipment 
&  spares  for  deep  water  cruising.  $149,000. 

. $145,000  64'  S&S . $195,000 


‘Hamyy  Ffoficfaysl 
F’f.anks  For  Flaking 
1996  a  (great  Yearl 

SELECTED  SAIL 

27'  U.S.  MARINE,  1983,  diesel . $12,000 

29'  CASCADE  SLOOP,  1972 . $19,500 

30‘  C&C  SLOOP,  1980  R/C . $26,500 

30'  ISLANDER  SLOOP,  1984  .  $32,500 

32'  ISLANDER  SLOOP,  1976  .  $28,000 

32'  DOWNEAST  CUTTER,  1976 .  $32,500 

39' CT  TRAWLER,  1981,  twin  diesel . .  $63,000 

47'  VAGABOND  KETCH .  $149,000 

50'  SANTA  CRUZ  &  charter  biz . $199,500 


PREMIER 


YACHT  SALES 

TheEmbarcadero  at  Pier  40,  South  Beach  Harbor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

(415)  495-5335  •  Fax  (415)  495-5375 

Home  Page:  http://www.boatnet.com  E-Mail:  PremierYts@aol.com 

Wayne  Moscow  ~  Broker 


PREMIER 

YACHT  SALES 

TheEmbarcadero  at  Pier  40,  South  Beach  Harbor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

(415)  495-5335  •  Fax  (415)  495-5375 

Home  Page:  http://www.boatnet.com  E-Mail:  PremierYts@aol.com 

Wayne  Moscow  ~  Broker 


47' VAGABOND  CRUISING  KETCH,  '81 
Immediate  Sale  ~  $1 49,000/Offers 


•Three  staterooms,  huge  main  salon,  custom  teak  interior. 
•New  Aluminum  masts  and  rigging.  New  fuel  tanks. 
•Rare  opportunity  to  own  a  true  bluewater  cruiser. 

Principals  only  contact  Wayne  Moskow  at  Premier  Yacht  Sales 
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CABRILLO  YACHT  SALES 

"Discover  the  Difference"  •  (619)  523-1745 


Sun  Harbor  Marina  (next  to  Fisherman's  Landing) 

5104  N.  Harbor  Drive  •  San  Diego,  CA  92106  •  Fax  (619)  523-1746 


50’  &  38’  KETTENBURGS 
Beautifully  crafted  yachts.  One  is  a 
comfortable  cruiser/liveaboard,  the  other  a 
Porsche  on  the  water.  Please  call  for  details. 


1992.  One-owner  boat  ready  to  cruise  this 
season.  A  must  sea  top  of  thl  line  yacht. 
Please  call  for  complete  specs!  On  our  docks. 


41*  GULFSTAR 

Center  cockpit,  huge  aft  cabin. 

A  good,  strong  performance  cruiser 
for  only  $69,900. 


47  RHODES  DESIGN  PILOTHOUSE 

By  Astoria  Marine  of  cedar  on  oak.  Dual 
stations  for  cool  wet  days.  Totally  ready  to 
cruise  with  her  new  owners.  $59,500. 


40’  MARINER  KETCH 

Fantastic  sailing  vessel.  Very  clean. 
Just  reduced  to  $59,900. 


50’  SCHOONER,  1974 

This  is  a  beautiful,  heavily  built  teak  cruiser. 
Ready  for  anything.  Great  value.  $179,000. 


46'  Cut  CUSTOM,  ONLY  $89,900 
45'  (SI  Explorer,  aft  cockpit 
44'  Fellows  &  Stewart,  only  S19.900 
390  Beneteau  Ocunis,  1988,  trd  for  pwk? 


DEALER 

Call  for  information  on: 

37  •  42  *  48  *  52  *  55*  65 


39'  Essex  "Salor",  Reduced  S49,900 
36'  Islander,  Perkins  dsl,  nice,  $32,500 
32'  Islander,  Perry  design,  a  '10' 

23'  Compac,  1993,  trailer,  only  SI  8,000 


DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 


TO  SEA  SCOUTS 


POWER  OR  SAIL 

•YOUR  DONATION  IS  TAX- 
DEDUCTIBLE.  LET  US  SHOW 
YOU  THE  ATTRACTIVE  VALUE 
AND  SPEEDY  TRANSFER  THAT 
WE  CAN  ARRANGE. 

•  ELIMINATE  8R0XER  FEES, 
ADVERTISING  AND  BERTHING. 
•HUP  INSTILL  THE  LOVE  OF  THE 
SEA  AND  BOATING  INTO  THE 
YOUTH  WHO  PARTICIPATE  IN 
SEA  SCOUTING.  SEA  SCOUTS 
ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ANY 
CRAFT.  POWER  OR  SAIL,  IN 
SERVICEABLE  CONDITION. 

■  1996  TAX  DEDUCTION 


I  lltSil 


wm 


- 


CALL  US  TO 6 AY! 

PACIFIC  HARBORS  COUNCIL 

BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 

1(800)  333-6599 

Ask  for  Larry  Abbott 


(415)  332-2060 

I CHT  SALES 

1306  BRIDGEWAY,  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965  •  Fax  332-2067 


HI-VISIBILITY  LOCATION  FOR  30  YEARS.  BOATS  SELL  AT  OUR  DOCKS. 


44'  PETERSON 

Center  cockpit 
cruising  cutter. 
Spacious  interior, 
loaded  with 
cruising  gear  incl. 
new  dodger,  roller 
furling,  AP,  GPS. 
Asking 
$105,000. 


36'  ISLANDER,  1977.  Dodger, 
roller  furling,  autopilot,  very  clean. 

Asking  $32,000. 


BRISTOL  35.5  Ted  Hood,  Bay  & 
offshore,  diesel  aux.,  wheel,  auto¬ 
pilot,  roller  furling.  At  our  docks. 

Asking  $39,500. 


37'  UNION  POLARIS.  Perry  de¬ 
sign  cutter,  Harken  furling,  dodger, 
Loaded  with  upgraded  gear. 

Asking  $66,500. 


31 '  SLOOP  Built  by  Lester  Stone. 
Frers  design,  mahogany  on  oak, 
diesel  aux.,  true  ocean  vet.  At  our 
docks.  Asking  $16,500. 


39'WESTSAIL  Perry  design,  beau¬ 
tiful  custom  interior,  long  list  of 
quality  gear.  Cruise/live  aboard. 

Asking  $115,000. 


CT  41  KETCH  Wm.  Garden 
design,  low  hours  on  Perkinsdiesel, 
roller  furling,  AP,  well  maintained, 
roomy  interior.  Asking  $66,000. 


33'  TARTAN  10  Sparkman  & 
Stephens  design.  Diesel  aux.,  fast 
racer/cruiser.  At  our  docks. 
(sistership)  Asking  $14,500. 


36'  GRAND  BANKS  Mahogany 
hull,  teak  decks,  twin  diesels.  Great 
liveaboard/cruiser.  At  our  docks. 

Asking  Only  $28,500. 


27’  TARTAN  YAWL  Inboard  aux¬ 
iliary,  furjing  jib,  AP.  Real  clean. 
Our  docks,  (sistership) 

Try  $10,500. 


30'  SUNDOWNER  TUG  Handlaic 
F/G.  Great  interior,  full  galley  w/ 
enclosed  head,  equipped  for 
Coastal  Cruising.  Asking  $79,000. 
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NAPA  VALLETTMARINA 


..$13,500 
.  $10,500 
...  $7,500 
...  $9,500 
..  $32,000 
..  $35,000 
.  $18,000 
$110,000 


1200  Milton  Road,  Napa,  CA  94559 

707  •2536*8011 

Compare  Our  Prices! 

Open&Covered  Berths 

•  Covered  berths  to  45' 

•  Haulouts,  railways  or  Travelift 

•  Trimaran  haulouts 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fuel  dock,  gas,  diesel,  pump  out 

•  Dry  storage 

•  Chandlery,  groceries,  beer,  wine 

•  Yacht  brokerage 

•  Family  owned  since  1957 


Trimaran  Haulouts 
and  Storage 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 

23'  POCKET  TRAWLER,  immaculate  condition . 

24'  REINELL  FLY  BRIDGE . 

27'  OWENS  CABIN  CRUISER,  clean . 

27'  CAL  T-2 . 

34'  STEPHENS,  classic,  1928  . . 

35'  FERROCEMENT  OCEAN  CRUISER  . 

37'  CHRIS  CRAFT,  tri  cabin . 

46'  KITA  TRAWLER . 


2021  Alaska  Packer  Place,  Ste.  12 
Alameda,  CA  94501  Grand  Marina  Marine  Center 

Ph  (510)  523-2203  •  Newport  Office  (714)  675-9352 
Fax  (510)  523-2204 


JT 


YACHT SALES 


QUALITY  RBBAL 


The  1997  Pearson  38 

The  Perfect  Christmas  Gift! 

other  models  available 


GIVE  YOUR  BOAT  A  HOME 
WITH  THE  SCOUTS 


For  more  than  60  years  we  have  provided  the  educational 
instruction  of  seamanship  and  the  fun  of  sailing  and 
motorboating  to  thousands  of  Sea  Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts 
during  our  programs.  In  order  to  maintain  our  programs, 
additional  boats  are  always  needed!  If  you  live  in  the 
Northern  California  area  and  would  like  to  give  your  sail 
or  power  boat  a  new  home,  contact: 

Bob  Dillard  at  1-800-231-7963 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Council  •  Boy  Scouts  of  America 

~  Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  ~ 


Turbo  Santo  Cruz  70 


"As  is  -  where  is  " 
with  all  equipment  including 
11  bags  of  sails  and  all  electronics. 
Donnybrook  sustained  damage  aft  during 
Antigua  Race  Week. 

$250,000 

Call  or  send  for  details 

MARINE  ACCIDENT  RECONSTRUCTION  CO. 
Attn:  Bob  Wendling 

896  N.  Federal  Highway  #224,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33062 

904-328-6300  •  Fax  954-942-5672 


.  . 

SISTERSHIP 
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MAJOR  OPPORTUNITY 


BARTENDER 

80  hp  Nissan  dsl,  1 .35  gph  @1 2  kts. 


DESK 

This  desk  needs  a  salesperson. 
Great  location  to  work  out  of. 


LOCATION: 

Easy  highway  &  waterway 
access.  Safe,  clean,  private 

marina. 

FREE  SLIP: 

First  month  free  for  new 
listings  through  the  end  of 

February. 

EXPERIENCE: 

Strong  sales  and  marketing. 
Positive,  motivated 
professionals. 

TO  SELL 

YOUR  BOAT 

31' SOUTHERN  CROSS 

Very  nice  offshore  double-ender. 


SELECTED  SAIL  LISTINGS 


35'  ROBB  BY  CHEOY  LEE 

A  pristine  beauty  rendered  in  teak. 
Must  see! 


42' 

Golden  Wave,  '82 . 

.  $119,000 

34'  Hunter,  '85 . 

.  $42,000 

32' 

Dreadnought,  '80 . $79,000 

30'  Catalina,  75 . 

$19,500 

40' 

Swift,  '80 . 

..  $129,000 

34’  Cal,  71  . 

.  $12,500 

32' 

Beneteau  32  R/C/84  ..  $39,300 

27'  Catalina . 

..  $8,500 

39' 

Westsail,  '81  . 

..  $115,000 

34'  Catalina,  '89 . 

.  $54,900 

31' 

Southern  Cross,  78 ....  $59,000 

27'  Cal,  74 . 

..  $8,400 

36 1 

Allied,  78 . 

...  $45,900 

33'  Hans  Christian . 

$109,500 

30' 

Newport,  '81  .  $29,000 

27'  Coronado,  72 . 

..  $7,995 

36' 

Islander,  73 . 

...  $36,500 

,33'  Hankinsen  (custom) 

$49,950 

30' 

Ericson,  '69  . $12,200 

25.5  Hunter,  '85 . 

..  $8,500 

35' 

Ericson,  78 . 

...  $34,900 

32'  Endeavour,  78 . 

.  $32,000 

30' 

Allied  Seawind  Ctr,  78  ...  Call 

25'  Yankee  Dolphin,  '68 

..  $9,500 

Fax  (5  1  0)  3300  Powell  Street,  Ste.  105  (800) 

658-9521  Emeryville,  CA  94608  952-3242 


1/4  Mile  North 
of  SF. 

Bay  Bridge 

© 


658-9491 

http://yachtworld.com/baywind 


36'  ISLANDER 

Lead  keel  version,  clean  and  ready  to  sail. 


32*  ENDEAVOUR 

Excellent  sail  inventory,  with  a  Yanmar  diesel.  Owner  said,  "Must  sell  now!" 


42'  GOLDEN  WAVE 

By  Perry.  Owner  says  time  to  sell! 


HUNTER  34 

Popular  Bay  boat.  Very  well 
maintained.  Must  see! 


24'  YANKEE 

Classic  &  weatherly.  Glass. 


33'  HANKINSEN 

Cold  molded,  generous  wood  below. 
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Anchorage 

iirokers  & 

Consultants 

(415)  33: 

#1  GATE  FIVE  RD.  (415)33! 


CUSTOM  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  47, 

;  '82.  Completely  rebuilt  &  refurbished  in 
>1  1 992.  Too  many  upgrades  totnention.  Cap¬ 


tain  maintained  vessel.  Far 
others  on  the  market. 


superior 


44'  PETERSON,  76.  Without  teak  decks.  Perkins 


40'  CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN.  Roomy  center 
cockpit  ketch.  Beoutiful  teak  decks  ond  spars.  Perkins 
diesel.  $6S,00Q. 


36'  CHEOY  LEE  PEDRICK,  '85.  Universal  diesel. 
New  bottom  1 1/96.  Aluminum  spar,  teak  decks,  CNG 
stove,  roller  furling.  $64,500. 


270/290  DA  SEARAY  SUNDANCER,  '90.  With 
trailer.  Low  hours.  Merc  454.  Exceptionally  deon  boat. 

Asking  $46,900. 


60hp.  Center  cockpit.  World  doss  cruiser. 

I  cicfarchin  nnnin  4 


sistenhip  photo 


SELECTED  CRUISING  YACHTS 


LOD  BUILDER . YR  PRICE 

27'  BALBOA . . . 79  $9,000 

26'  HAIDA  SLOOP . '69  CALL 

25'  CATALINA .  Inquire 

POWER 

LOD  BUILDER . YR  PRICE 

61'  STEPHENS  FDMY  ..  70  $340,000 

60'  STEPHENS . '66  $350,000 

56'  FELLOWSSTEWART'27  $69,900 
52'  STERNWHEELER  ,..'83  $69,000 
46'  CHRIS  CRAFT ...  2  from  $69,000 

42'  CHRIS  CRAFT . '69  $62,000 

41'  PRESIDENT  FBMY  .  '81  $95,000 

40'  CHRIS  CRAFT . '68  $28,000 

40'  BLUEWATER . 78  $67,500 

40'  FISHING  VESSEL $75,000 

37'  TOLLYCRAFT  LRC  .  78  $119,950 
36'  CROWN  CUSTOM  ..'80  $48,500 

36'  UNIFLITE . 78  $59,950 

30'  TOLLYCRAFT . 72  $56,000 

24'  FOUR  WINNS . '88  $17,000 


LOD  BUILDER . YR  PRICE 

71'  OCEAN  BIG  O . 1  $319,000 

60'  SCHOONER . . '95  $385,000 

50'  FORCE . 73  $129,000 

48'  MAPLE  LEAFS.  Cal.  72  $133,000 

44'  ISLANDER .  $49,900 

42'  PORPOISE  KETCH. '67  $60,000 

41'  CHEOY  LEE . 77  $58,000 

41'  MORGAN .  $61,500 

39'  DUFOUR . '84  $59,000 

38'  DOWN  EAST  (Me*.)  75  $52,000 

38'  MORGANS . 4  from  $64,000 

37'  FISHER . '80  $110,000 

37  HUNTER  (2)  ...794 '88  CALL 

36.5'  PEARSON . 79  $59,500 

36'  CHEOY  LEE  Pedrick  '85  $59,000 

36'  UNION . '80  $66,500 

36'  S2 11  METER . '85  $75,000 

36'  ISLANDER . .....'80  $58,000 

36'  WATKINS . . . '81  $49,500 

35'  CHALLENGER . 74  $33,900 

35'  AUX  SLOOP . '38  $22,500 


I  BUILDER . YR  PRICE 

NIAGARA . '81  $67,000 

BRISTOL . . . 79  $40,000 

HUNTER . . . '86  $38,000 

CATALINA  ,>S.  Cal. '90  $69,500 

HUNTER . 79  $29,000 

BRISTOL . '69  $26,500 

GURNEY  HUISMAN  '68  $35,000 

MORGAN . 75  $28,900 

NANTUCKET . '84  $60,000 

WESTSAIL . 75  $44,900 

MARINER  KETCH  ...70  $24,900 

FUJI . 77  $39,900 

ISLANDERS . 2  from  $25,900 

ALBERG . 73  $26,900 

NEWPORT  III . '82  $32,900 

CAPE  DORY  M/S  ....'87  $89,000 

IRWIN . : . '85  $21,500 

CAL . 70  $16,000 

ISLANDER . '67  $11,900 

SANTA  CRUZ  w/lrailer  $10,000 
ISLANDER . 2  from  $18,500 


46'  STEEL  SLOOP/CUTTER  .Built  in  Holland.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition.  One  owner  boot.  CRUISE  READY!  6-cyl 
Perkins.  Pullman  master  stateroom.  $  1 39,500. 


GULFSTAR  37, 1 979.  Beoutiful  leok  interior.  Great 
boatfor  cruising  and/or  liveoboord.  Asking  $62,500. 


48'  HUGHES  by  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS,  '72. 

True  world  doss  cruiser.  Center  cockpit.  Mercedes 
diesel.  $174,500. 


BABA  30,  '83.  One  of  Robert  Perry's  favorite  pocket 
designs.  Many  upgrades.  Asking  $62,500. 


-  -  ■' 


CT  54,  '78.  Robert  Perry  ketch.  Superb  vessel  built 
for  serious  offshore  cruising.  Completely  restrength¬ 
ened  &  refurbished.  Beautiful  rosewood  interior. 

$189,900. 


38’ CATALINA, '80  .  Fost,  comfortable  rocer/cruiser. 
Greot  soil  inventory  including  3  spinnakers.  Low  en¬ 
gine  hours.  Great  electronics.  $46,000. 


39'  IRWIN;  New  dodger/sail  covers/cushions, 
Yanmor  diesel,  full  batten  main,  roller  furling  heodsoil. 

$49,500. 


45'  VAN  DER  STAAT,  '76.  Center  cockpit  Pullman 
berth.  Perkins.  Exceptional  f/g  bluewoter  cruiser.  Pos¬ 
sible  liveoboord  in  Sausolito.  $79,500. 


Grant  Cox 


Clay  Prescott 


Greg  Gardella 


Robert  Mulcahy 


Peter  Powell 


5 


54'  ROBERTS  STEEL  KETCH,  '83.  No  compro¬ 
mise  3  staterm  cruiser.  Bright  light  oak  inte¬ 
rior.  Gleaming  blue  LPU  hulk  Teak  decks.  New 
engine,  more.  $195,000. 


35'  ERICSON,  '80.  Westerbeke  diesel,  very  deon. 

All  new  rigging,  spor  &  Harken  furling  liveoboord.  Recent  complete  interior  and  exterior 

$34,900.  4150:  ERICSON  30+,  '80.  2  stole-  furbishment.  Robert  Perry  designed, 

rooms.  Exceptional  boot.  $26,900.  539  5, 


1  Gate  5  Road 
AUSAUTO ,  CA  9496 


Y  B 


it 


71 '  -OCEAN  BIG  O.  Complete  charter 
operation,  extremely  well  equipped. 
$319,000.  Also  Ocean  60  $375,000. 
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74'  MORGAN  Custom  Cruising  PH  Yowl.  Built  to  go 
to  sea  and  stay  there.  Ready  for  circumnavigation. 


SO'  CAMPER  NICHOLSON.  Perf.  cruiser.  New 
Volvo  dsl.  major  refit  just  completing,  very  extensive 
inv.  Fast/ powerf  ul-rigged  for  shorthanding.  $6 1 ,000. 


equipped,  roller  furl.,  new  dsl,  heavy  gloss  construc¬ 
tion,  wheel,  much  more.  Reduced  to  $69,000. 


I  - - -  *WI  til  VUIIIMUIICJUMUII, 

Excellent  condition,  fully  found.  Asking  $675,000. 


SAIL 

74'  MORGAN  custom  PH  yowl, 

awesome  world  heater . 675,000 

50' COLUMBIA,  So.  Pac.  vet ....  79,000 
47  30  SQUARE  METER  Sloop ..  17,500 
47' GARDEN  PORPOISE  Ketch..  75,000 
46'  STAYSAIL  SCHOONER,  nice  69,000 
36' CAPE  GEORGE  CTR,  f/g,  dsl, 

excellent  cond . Asking  78,000 

34'  HANS  CHRISTIAN  HANSA  ...  84,500 
33TRADEWINDS  MA,  leak,  dsl 

AK/Hawaii  vet . Try  19,500 

30'WALSHBO  MA,  dsl . 9,900 

30' CSC  MEGA  30  .  12,900 

30'  KNARR,  o/k,  good  inventory  9,900 
28' P-28,  Danish  sip,  full  kl  Try  2,900 

27'  BRISTOL,  0/B,  clean . 6,650 

26'  C0NTESSA,  dsl . 13,500 

26'COLUMBIA,  0/B,  Hawaii  vet,  full 


24C&C  Sip,  0/B . 8,000 

24C0LUMBIA,  new  O/B . 4,000 

23  ERICS0N,  0/B,  2x4  trailer..  4,500 
22'MacGREG0R,  poptop,  trailer  2,750 

22' COLUMBIA  22,  new  0/B . 4,000 

22TAN2ER  Sip .  4,250/offer 

20' BALBOA . 1,800 

POWER 

70'FANTAILMA .  149,500 

65CHARTER  YACHT .  275,000/ofr 

65'WHEELER  MA,  ‘31 ....  95,000/oft 
56  FELLOWS  &  STEWART .  Ask  75,000 

52'STERNWHEELER,  Ivbrd .  76,000 

50'  CLASSIC  STEPHENS,  perfect.  1 1 5,000 
46' CHRIS  CONNIE,  dsl,  loaded  69,000 
44'UNIFLITEF/B  Sedan,  dsl ...  34,500 
43'MATTHEWS  f/B,  '65,  V8s .  57,500 

42'TR0JAN,  loaded . 44,500 

40'SALM0N  Trwlr  w/comm'l  license, 
rebuilt  671  diesel . Try  15,000 


39'  MEDITERRANEAN  SF,  '92,  twin  dsl, 

os  new . Asking  $185,000 

39'STEPHENS  Sdn,  '39  .  28,500 

38' CHRIS  SdnOIx,  perfect .  39,000 

36'STEPHENS  Classic,  easy  restoration, 

twins,  canvas,  more . 10,000 

36’CHRIS  CONNIE,  twins . 21,500 

35  0WENS  Flagship,  new  twins  1 6,950 

32'  LUHRS,  twin  dsl . 14,900 

30' CHRIS  CAVALIER,  ell  cond .  22,500 

27' OWENS  SEASKIFF .  5,000/ofr 

26'SEARAY  EXP.,  '82,  NICE . 9,800 

25' FORMULA  SI  EXP.,  I/O  V8  12,500 
25' CHRIS  CRAFT  CATALINA  Try  12,500 

24' BELL  BUOY,  I/O,  nice . 9,750 

19'MAHOG  CHRIS,  l/B . 13,000 

18GUSTRON,  w/lrlr,  1/0 . 4,200 

17'CARAVELLE,  trailer,  120  hp.  3,000 
17  GAUXIE  BOW  RIDER,  w/trlr  2,900 
17  GLASTR0N,  ski  boat  w/trlr,  1/0... 
. . 3,500 


34'  SUNRUNNER  ULTRA  302.  Twin  454s,  i/o's, 

A/C,  stereo,  H/C  press  water,  full  tonvos,  trim  tabs, 
swim  platform  &  more,  1 990.  Asking  $41,000. 


INGRID  38'.  Heavy  fiberglass  hull,  strong  world 
cruising  ketch  by  Blue  Water  Yachts.  Dsl,  lots  of  teak, 
comfort  &  safety  at  sea .  44 '  LOA.  Asking  $63,000. 


5,500  obo 


38'  FARALLON  CUPPER  BY  STEPHENS.  Great 
SF  Bay-built  classic  cruising  sloop,  1940,  Volvo  dsl, 
great  rig  &  inventory.  Bargain!  Try  $1 8,500. 


34'  JEFFRIES  EXPRESS  CRUISER.  Twin  455  V8s. 
over  $75,000  refit  just  completed. 
_ Asking  $45,900. 


THESE  AND  MORE  AT  OUR  DOCKS 


The  Old  Kermit  Parker  Brokerage 

Serving  the  Boating  Community  at  This  Location  since  1956. 


ills 


38'  SORENSEN  &  SONS.  Classic  sloop  diesel, 
counter  stern,  Danish  built,  full  keel,  VHf  and  more. 

Asking  only  $1 5,000/offer. 


46'  KITA  TRAWLER  YACHT.  Twin  diesel,  radar,  RDF, 
2  VHFs,  AP,  dinghy,  2  depthsounders,  gen.,  and  more. 
Cruise  to  Alaska!  Asking  $1 1 0,000/offers. 


Glenn 


!  Eldene 


BENTLEY  38  CUTTER.  Verv  solid  all  glass  Atkins/ 
Ingrid  design.  Ocean  cruiser,  dsl,  in  water  only  1  year, 
minor  commissioning  required.  $49, 500/offer. 


HISTORIC  MONTEktY  TRAWLER  28'.  Fisherman  s 
Wharf  classic  w/modem  dsl  &  full  electronics. 

Asking  $1 2,000  w/electronics,  $7,500  w/o. 


36'  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  Weekender  Sloop. 

Classic  cedar  on  oak  w/bronre,  diesel.This  is  a  very  nice 
boat  in  great  condition.  Asking  $22,500. 


26'  FORMULA  THUNDERBIRD.  W/trlr.  Just  re 
built  280hp  V8,  full  canvas  &  cover  &  tow  cover.  Very 
dean&  sharp.  Reduted  to  $12,500. 


RHODES  WINDWARD  33.  A  beauli iful  exai op  e  o’ 
this  legendary  design.  Full  keel,  new  1 2V  system,  good 
sail  inventory,  etc.  A  thoroughbred.  Asking  $29,900. 


SPIDSGATTER,  KERMITPARKER'S  PERSONAL 


TARTAN  30.  Very  successful  Sparkman  &  Stephens 


24'  SEA  RAY.  Bridgedeck  cruiser.  Rare,  ysry  desir¬ 
able  straight  shaft  model.  Good  cond.,  well  equipped 
w/exlro  heavy  duty  trailer.  Asking  $10,000/ off. 


YACHT.  Numse  28'  dbi  end,  dsl,  champion  Master 


design  sloop,  good  inventory, 
and  READY  T . . 


Mariner.  Own  a  legend! 


Asking  $18,000. 


TO  GO  SAILING!  Reduced  $18,500. 
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Nelson  ’$  Marine,, 

The  Boatowner's  Boatyard 


Our  new  50-ton  Travelift  on  location 


•  Less  time  in  water  -  fewer  blisters 

•  No  winter  storm  worries  -  no  chafing 
docklines,  no  thrashing  around  in  a  slip 

•  Excellent  security 

•  Save  money  -  dry  storage  costs  less 

•  Easy  to  work  on  your  boat  -  perfect  for 
those  winter  projects 

•  In  and  out  sailing  privileges 


We  already  have  a  large  fleet  moving  in  and  drying  out! 


WINTER  SAVINGS:  If  you  use  your  boat  less  in 
the  winter,  call  us  -  long  term  dry  storage  may 
be  your  best  boatingmove  this  winter. 


f/eiD  sERVh 

Swte  .  °  ®  a* Vour  *>•  en9’ne  serv,ce 

wmmmmmam  ■—  — — wifh  all 

YOUR  FULL  SERVICE  MARINE  CENTER  - 

Blister  Repair  with  Ten-Year  Warranty  •  Prop  &  Shaft  Work  •  Rigging  •  LPU  Paints  •  Haulouts 
Fuel  Tank  Replacement  •  Store  on  Premises  •  Dry  Storage  Marina  •  Structural  Repair  •  Marine  Engine  Services 
Refrigeration  •  Woodwork  •  Electrical  System  Repair  &  Upgrades  •  R.O.  Watermaking 

Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome  •  Free  Ten-Point  Courtesy  Inspection 

Free  Alameda  Estuary  Pickup  &  Delivery  of  Your  Boat  for  All  Full  Service  Jobs 


The  Advantages  of 
Long  Term 
Dry  Storage 


Bottom  Paint 

Specials  Every  Day! 


Trinidad 


ONLY 

$99.95 


/gal. 


Nelson's  Marine,, 

2229  CLEMENT  AVE. 
ALAMEDA  •  CA  94501 

(510)  814-1858 


